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The 2003 "Equality for Women" calendar published by the Women Workers Unity Group has a series of interesting complaints explained in a traditional
Thai illustration style. The artist is Pangchang Taiyahthai.

Women workers are expected to send money back to support their families in the provinces and do this more often than male workers typically do.

Some jobs are traditionally given to men, but females are capable of doing these jobs too.

Men have time to spend 10-15 minutes smoking cigarettes, but women never have time to rest.

Women are often the victim of sexual harassment and men’s advances.

It is easy for men to get promoted, but not for women.

A male boss rejects females asking for a job because they are married.

New Bangkok City Hall
January 5, 2003
Categories: Buildings
New Bangkok City Hall
Location: Mitmitri Rd., Dindang
Building area: 291,762 sq.m.
Architect: Design Develop Co. Ltd.
Structural engineer: Arun Chaiseri Engineers
Co., Ltd.
Construction Cost: 2,655 million baht
(62 million dollars)
Construction Period: 58 months
Highrise City Hall!
– January 5, 2003
Chad
Blair has posted these graphics of
the new Bangkok City Hall design–elevation
plans (1.07
MB) and two renderings (1.88
MB and 2.15
MB). Somewhat similiar in concept
to Tokyo’s
City Hall? We are not sure if this
is an old or new proposal, but 2b will
find out and keep you informed.
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BUNG FAI PHAYA NAGA

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
October, 2002 – A billboard promoting the event
NYT fireball article – January 6, 2003
Generalized article on the Mekong fireballs with one interesting tidbit: For some reason, the Tourism Authority of Thailand has chosen to bring the fireballs down to
earth. "The appearance of the King of Naga fireballs involves the simultaneous interplay of several forces of nature," it says in a news release. "These include the
presence of conditions that are conducive to the formation of methane-nitrogen gas with 19 percent level of purity, the presence of aerobic and anaerobic bacteria
coexisting in a habitat at depths of 4.55 to 13.40 meters with organic deposits forming on a bed of clay or sand, average surrounding temperatures of higher than 26
degrees centigrade at 1000, 1300 and 1600 hours, and a pH value between 6.4 to 7.8." This is an interesting turn of events considering all the controversy last year
when ITV dared to present non-supernatural theories for the occurrence.
The story in The Straits Times: Tiff dampens mood of Thai-Laos river festival – November 17, 2002
NAGA FIREBALL ROW: Nong Khai rebuffs iTV – The Nation, November 15, 2002
NAGA FIREBALLS: iTV says it’s sorry – The Nation, November 14, 2002 – past articles on the fireballs
Fireball lawsuit – November 8, 2002
iTV reported the fireballs were orchestrated by Lao soldiers on the opposite side of the river bank shooting tracer rounds into the air from AK47 rifles… Hundreds of
protesters gathered at a ceremony in Nong Khai on Tuesday to curse iTV over the programme. They also laid funeral wreaths and demanded provincial authorities
take legal action against the television station. The Nation reports this in a rambling editorial: The Naga embraced the Lord Buddha’s teaching wholeheartedly. The
iTV’s investigative reporters have shown that they have no understanding at all about the disparity between philosophy, folk belief, myth and reality.
Still more on the fireballs – November 6, 2002
An article in The Nation by Manas Kanoksilp who has "conducted research on the Bung Fai Phaya Naga, or the Naga fireball phenomenon, for the past 11 years."
He also has a website (in Thai). There is also an editorial that does not really have a point of view (see the last paragraph), but does mention what happens when
scholars delve into "untouchable" subjects: In 1995, a female researcher whose masters’ thesis questioned the existence of Thao Suranaree – the female heroine
known among Nakhon Ratchasrima residents as "Ya Mo" (Grandmother Mo) – was forced to beg forgiveness before her monument. It further explains: The fault of
both iTV and the female scholar in the Ya Mo case is that they tried to challenge well-established beliefs upon which sectors of society thrive, including the tourism
industry.
Fireball probe scorches iTV – The Nation, November 5, 2002
The Nong Khai protesters gathered at the provincial hall said that the iTV documentary was tantamount to contempt for provincial residents who sincerely believe
the phenomenon was supernatural.
Earlier: Fireballs not a hoax, insists TAT official – November 3, 2002
Naga light reporting in the Nation and Post – October 29, 2002
We had many letters and comments about our contrasting of The Nation’s eyewitness report of the naga fireballs to the Bangkok Post’s reprinting of government
radio press releases. Today, the Post tries to redeem itself with this eyewitness account (although it is a week after the event). Here’s what 2b reported last week:
Contrast the Post and The Nation’s coverage of the event this year. The Nation has a eyewitness account describing the event as "disappointing." The Post just
reprinted government radio hype that the phenomenon was a "resounding success." The Nation also had the story a day earlier than the Post.
Reallife fireballs a damp squib as rains come down – The Nation, October 22, 2002
More than 200,000 people who flocked to see the “naga fireballs” in Nong Khai last night were disappointed by an unusually poor show – and endured a soaking in
a two-hour long heavy downpour with strong winds to boot. The Nation’s special report on the phenom.
More than 800 fireballs rise from Mekong – Bangkok Post, October 23, 2002
The annual Bang Fai Phaya Nark festival, in which mysterious fireballs rise from the Mekong river, proved a resounding success this year, drawing around 400,000
visitors to Nong Khai and injecting more than 50 million baht into the local economy.
General info about the event: During October’s first full moon, balls of light rise out of the Mekong River near Nong Kai… Other things to do in the area.
Fireball display set to draw 100,000 – Bangkok Post, October 21, 2002
Huge turnout to view fireballs – Bangkok Post, October 22, 2002
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Bangkok’s Crucible of Construction

Blue – shopping centers and shopping areas
Yellow – palaces, shrines, and temples
Green – BTS Skytrain stations and lines, bridges, sewers, etc.
Brown – other areas of note

January 6, 2003 – Things are looking up–at least that is what developers think. An amazing collection of huge shopping centers is being built and renovated along
Ploenchit and Ratchadamri Roads. Our map and the notes below are an attempt to chronicle the history this area of town and point out some features of note. This
area–the Sraprathum area–was the location of Thailand’s first airport before Don Muang Airport was opened in 1914. Interest in this area as a major shopping
district has been around for some time.
1 – An old wooden house surrounded by shophouses (this can been seen only from the Skytrain)
2 – Lighted fountains – This kind of public decoration is a shocking rarity in Bangkok. Many public art and facilities like this were
instituted during former governor Bhichit Rattakul’s tenure.
3 – A splendid old wooden house hemmed in by concrete shophouses
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

4 – Co-Co Walk – For years a vacant lot, this area is now a new open-air market, Co-Co Walk, opened in January 2003

5 – Hollywood Street Plaza – One of the last unairconditioned shopping malls built in Bangkok. It used to be a good shortcut to get from Phayathai Road to
Phetburi Road. The side that exited on Phetburi Road had a life-size copy of Rome’s Trevi Fountain. Hollywood Street had a brief moment of popularity in the mid1990’s, then dwindled. Later it was reconstituted as a tech mall (a place to buy pirated CDs) and then went dark again before the north-south section was demolished
in October 2004.

6 – Mackenna Theater
One of the large old-time movie theaters in the area that closed due to competition from more modern venues at nearby
shopping centers. In March, 2004 it was torn down. Mackenna was one of the big old theaters in the Crucible of
Construction. Along with Scala and Lido in nearby Siam Square, it was one of the large, old-style theaters where big movies
opened. With the advent of smaller, modern luxury theaters in upscale shopping centers, it could not compete, as Mackenna
is a stand-alone theater not near any shopping area. After it closed as a theater, it served for a short time as a snooker hall. No
word on what will replace it. Mackenna was developed by the Poolworaluk family (they control Entertain Golden Village Co
Ltd – EGV).
Left: Mackenna Theater on Phaya Thai Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Right: Main theater of Mackenna. Paragon Project cranes can be seen in the background.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

7 – The bridge on Phayathai Road – The bridge has beautiful elephant carvings that have been temporarily moved while the bridge is being
widened.
8 – Bangkok Art Museum – After this project was canceled by former governor Samak who wanted the spot to be a shopping center, this project
is back on track to start construction in 2006. At present the lot is a small park.
9 – Mahboonkrong Shopping Center (MBK) – A huge and dense collection of shops catering to the youth market (1985). Lots of cell phones
and video games. MBK also has a highrise office tower and a hotel tower.
(Photo:
2Bangkok.com) The National Stadium (off the edge of the map to the left of MBK) – Built in 1937 and opened in 1940 on the former palace of Crown Prince
Vajirunahit (AKA Hor Wang or the Siamese replica of Windsor Palace). Crown Prince Vajirunahit was the first Crown Prince. He passed away in
1894 at the age of 17. Presently, the National Stadium looks dilapidated after the 1998 Asian Games due to the lack of allocated funds compared
to Huamark Stadium which has a large budget. National Stadium has been used for domestic sports since 1940 and for hosting international sports
since 1959.

10 – Sra Paduma Palace (left) – A 17-acre site rich in history. Sra Pathum Palace or Lotus Pond Palace was the site of the weddings of
HRH Prince Mahidol Adulyadej and HRH Princess Mother, parents of the present Thai monarch in September, 1920. The present King
and Queen were married there on April 28, 1950. The late Princess Mother lived at the palace and it has been recently renovated to
serve as the residence of the HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

11 – Discovery Center (left) – An upscale shopping center and highrise office tower (1997)

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

12 – Siam Center – Opened in 1973, this shopping center that has experienced a revival with its connection to the Siam Skytrain Station. It is
also linked to the Discovery Center by elevated walkways. Siam Center has gone through several renovations over the years, including one after a
November, 1995 fire that killed several people. In 2005, the interior and exterior are undergoing an extensive renovation.

13 – Siam Square – A warren of upscale open-air shops, restaurants, trendy English schools (41 tutoring institutions according to The Nation, January, 2002), and
old movie theaters on land leased from the adjacent Chulalongkorn University. The area first began to develop in the late 1960s with the construction of Siam
Theatre (opened January 1, 1967), the Lido Theatre (1968), and Scala Theatre (1970). The Siam Skytrain Station (where the two Skytrain lines cross right in front of
Siam Square) has made the area livelier than ever.
14 – Chulalongkorn University – Thailand’s first university – The southern end of the university (not on this map) is also being developed into Chula Hi-Tech
Square

15 – Paragon Shopping Center – The Paragon is under construction. It is on the site of the Siam Intercontinental Hotel (left). Built in the
gardens of Sra Paduma Palace in the 1960’s, the Siam Intercontinental Hotel was a well-known Thai landmark. However, when the hotel’s
30-year lease expired, it was torn down in 2002 to make way for the Paragon. The 26-acre gardens will be reduced to a few acres. 2b has a
page of photos showing the unusual hotel being demolished. The Paragon is on track for opening in October 2005.
(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

16 – Wat Padumavanaram (also Wat Padum Vanaram) – Temple built over 100 years ago

17 – Royal Thai Police HQ – The main Thai forensics lab is here as well. On more than one occasion we have first smelled and then noticed the dead bodies that
are brought in by pickup trucks at an entrance along Henri Dunant Road.
18 – Police General Hospital

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: July 25, 2005 – Forecourt of Central World Tower as seen from the Skytrain viaduct. At one time there was controversy about the development of a highrise next to Wat Padumavanaram (middle left). Now the Wat is almost completely enclosed by modern buildings. The Paragon construction is going up in the

background.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Central World Plaza at Rajaprasong Intersection – August 17, 2005
Also: The unprotected intersection – March 22, 2006

19 – Central World Plaza (formerly World Trade Center) (left) – Massive shopping center and highrise office
tower built on the former site of the Phetchaboon Palace (home of Prince Juthathuj’s family). There was controversy
over whether it was proper to build a highrise next to Wat Padumavanaram. Part way through the construction of the
highrise, the developers (Wang Phetchaboon, owned by the Wanglee family) went broke, leading some to speculate
that building a structure over a wat caused the bad fortune. Others blamed the ‘curse’ on constructing a shopping
center on former palace grounds. The agency that holds the title to the land, the Crown Property Bureau, ended up
suing Wang Phetchaboon. The entire site was recently taken over by Central Pattana (owners of the Central chain of
department stores). The large plaza (for Bangkok) outside the center makes it a prime location of new year’s eve
countdowns. This is the location broadcast from Thailand to the rest of the world on new year’s eve. The site is
‘protected’ by gigantic shrines on either end of the site.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
January 24, 2003 – The Bangkok Post reports Central Pattana, will finish the construction of the World Trade office tower, currently stalled at 39 stories. The
building’s height has been scaled back to 45 stories from 63 stories.
February, 2003 – the "World Trade Center-Bangkok" is to be renamed "Central World Plaza." The complex will be expanded including more retail space and a new
5-star hotel.
June, 2003 – Press reports now cite the tower’s height at 51 stories.
March, 2004 – A giant TV screen has been erected in the plaza.
September, 2004 – Central World Plaza office tower opens.
The walkway under the Skytrain was completed and opened in 2004.

Original Bangkok World Trade Center model – On the 7th floor of the
Bangkok World Trade Center shopping center is the original model (with
a 63 floor tower) of the entire World Trade Center complex. The model
shows a long walkway under the Skytrain tracks and connecting
walkways to the tower WTC and the shopping center.
Left: Chad Blair send in this rendering of the revised WTC tower (now
called Central World Tower) with only 43 floors instead of 63.
Right: An alternate rendering from a poster on the construction site.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Update on the Central World Plaza – Bangkok Post, June 27, 2003
…Central Pattana last year signed a 30-year lease agreement with the Crown Property Bureau to run the 32-rai site. The World Trade Center had previously been
managed by Wang Petchaboon Co. The Bureau had filed suit against Wang Petchaboon and declared the lease void for failure to complete construction of the site.
Central Pattana has announced plans to revamp the site into a hotel, office and luxury shopping centre by 2005…
Work on tower resumes – Bangkok Post, June 28, 2003
The 51-storey office building, due for completion at the end of next year, is part of Central World Plaza, the new name adopted by CPN for the shopping and office
complex in central Bangkok.
An earlier article: Construction resumes on long-suspended tower
Four contractors win CPN tower work – Bangkok Post, September 5, 2003
The four Thai and joint-venture contractors will transform the 51-storey structure, left unfinished in 1996 by the former developer, Wang Petchaboon Co, into a
high-tech “intelligent” building within one year.
Assigned to carry out the work were: K-Tech Construction and Engineering Co, responsible for structural work and architecture; Power Line Engineering Plc, for
building systems; CWT Joint Venture for curtain walls; and Jardine Schindler (Thai) Ltd for lift and escalator systems.

CPN will also invest about 160 million baht by the end of this year for an elevated walkway linking the existing BTS skytrain walkway to both the plaza and the
tower.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Central World Plaza at Rajaprasong Intersection – July 27, 2005
Left to Right: Paragon construction, Central World Tower, Central World Plaza…
Walkway – In 2004-2005, an elevated walkway was built on the underside of the Skytrain tracks. This connects the Siam Square area with the Chitlom Skytrain
Station. We came across mention of this plan from 1997: "The development and expansion of existing shopping facilities on Ratchadamri Road linked by a network
of covered walkways to facilitate movement. The overall objective of the project is to turn the Ratchadamri Road area into a beautiful, convenient, orderly and clean
center, with a distinctively Thai character and ambiance, which will be a world class entertainment and shopping area on a par with Singapore’s Orchard Road, the
Champs-Elysees in Paris, or Fifth Avenue in New York." – Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office Piyanat Watcharaporn at a tourism convention in Bangkok in
1997.
20 – Peninsula Plaza – In the early 1990’s this small shopping center had all the top-notch foreign designer shops. It still has an exclusive (and sedate) aura, but it
has been eclipsed by flashier shopping centers like Gaysorn Plaza.
Behind Peninsula Plaza a ‘Courtyard by Marriott Bangkok’ (a hotel) is to set up in the former Park Lane Mansion behind the Four Seasons. Due to be complete in
2007.

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

21 – Royal Rajdamri – Ever since we featured a photo of a dramatic abandoned highrise on Rajadamri
Road, we received lots of questions about it. It is one of the few derelict structures left in Bangkok’s
Crucible of Construction. Now an abandoned construction site with a dramatic tiered entrance (left), "it was
to be a high-end condo with a shrine to Rama II (I think) in the entrance foyer, linked to WTC and Amarin
by air-conditioned walkways. It was going to be the biggest residential complex in Ratchadamri area."
(Thanks to Chad Blair and Mike for this info.) Note: Both ‘Rajadamri’ and ‘Ratchadamri’ are both the same
Thai word, transliterated differently. Usually buildings along Ratchadamri Road use the spelling
‘Rajadamri.’
April 14, 2003 – More on the Royal Rajadamri
Chad Blair uncovered some additional info on the project including a photo (right) of the model of the
building. He writes: The Royal Ratchadamri was designed by CASA Architects. The developers were a
joint-venture between Srivigrom Group and Maneeya Group. It was to be a 50-story residential tower with
a 10-story parking garage connected to a 9-story retail-part in front of the building. Presently debt
reduction is being negotiated and will hopefully be done by late 2003 and then construction can resume.

April 18, 2003 – Royal Rajadamri to be a Ritz Carlton?
An anonymous tip we received: I work in the Maneeya building which has recently become almost 100% full, with lots of tenants wanting additional space including
my office. We spoke to the landlord recently who told us that the planned Maneeya South building is to be resumed for completion by end of 2004 owing to limited
space in the Maneeya Center. The ‘Royal Rajadamri’ building is also scheduled to restart, though he didn’t give us a specific timeline for construction–the info we
have is that this is to become the Ritz Carlton with a retail shopping area in front.
September 9, 2003 – Royal Rajdamri revived
2Bangkok.com has confirmed that Gannon Realty (Thailand) Co., Ltd. has plans to revive the Royal Rajdamri project. We are trying to get more details…
UPDATED – September 10, 2003: Gannon has informed us that more details will be available by the end of October. The Royal Rajdamri site is an L-shaped plot
that connects Rajdamri and Ploenchit Roads.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Royal Rajadamri construction – December 11, 2004
The long derelict Royal Rajadamri is finally under construction again. Most notably the grand staircase has been removed.
Above: December 23, 2002
Below: December 11, 2004

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Royal Rajadamri construction – July 5, 2005
After some tinkering it seems all of the existing structure has been removed except for one section.

22 – Grand Hyatt Erawan – An upscale shopping center and hotel (reservations). Built after the four-story Erawan
Hotel was demolished in late 1987. The shopping center in the complex was remodeled and reopened in 2005.
Left: The old Erawan Hotel
23 – Amarin Plaza anchored by a Sogo Department Store – In the early 1990’s one of the biggest upscale shopping
plazas. Home of the first McDonalds in Thailand opened at a cost of USD $2 million in 1985. Linked to the Chitlom
Skytrain station by foot bridges.
(Photo: Harry Piskun)

24 – Maneeya Center – Office building – a second tower, "Maneeya South" is to resume construction soon.
25 – Erawan Shrine – Shrine held in high respect by Thais (you will often see Thais waiing it as they pass).
Maybe because of this respect, some sources breezily claim that the shrine predates the development around
it, but this is untrue. It was built during the construction of the original Erawan Hotel in 1956 after the deaths
of several construction workers and other mishaps. The shrine is also often erroneously cited as an example
of a Thai spirit house. The intersection in front of the shrine is called Ratchaprasong intersection. This area is
considered fraught with potential bad luck since it was once an area where criminals were put on public
display.
Also: Destruction of the Phra Prom statue
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
26 – Gaysorn Plaza – Recently reopened (after an initial failed configuration that included a Planet Hollywood) and rebranded as a high-class shopping plaza (with
the most expensive foreign brands). Linked to the Chitlom Skytrain station by foot bridges. Rather conspicuous for not have prominent shrines outside the building
for protection from the area’s bad luck (see #24).
27 – Narayana Phand (or Naraiphan Pavilion) – A shopping center for Thai handcrafts and souvenirs. Cheaper than such stores in the Sukhumvit and Silom areas,
but more expensive than Jatujak Market. Formerly the home of Rajprasong Shopping Centre (1964), Thailand second shopping centre and its first air-conditoned
one.

28 – Arnoma Hotel (reservations)
29 – Thai-numbered clock on a pedestrian overpass
30 – Big-C Supercenter – The claim is that it is the largest retail space locally. It will include enclosed walkways to existing shopping centers further off the street.
This was the former site of Rajadamri Arcade (1972), Thailand’s first shopping center with a parking lot.
31 – Small shopping area and home of several watch dealerships run by the C. Thong Panich company.
32 – Le Meridien President Hotel
33 – This area is filled with many shops
34 – Central Chitlom – The flagship store of the Central chain – completely remodeled every few years including once after a fire in the
mid-1990’s
35 – Sewer – Right off the bridge is a massive and deep shaft that connects to the new sewer system (left).
(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

36 – Pantip Plaza – Not really part of the upscale sweep of Ploenchit Road, but is world-famous for the extensive selection of pirated
software and CDs openly for sale in store after store.

37 – Textile plaza – A major wholesale textile shop – if you have a store and want to buy locally, it is likely you buy here or in the adjacent maze of markets
38 – Grand Diamond – Highrise condominium and hotel
39 – Watergate Hotel – The area is called pratunam (‘water gate’ or ‘dam’ in English). Someone has literally made this English translation of the area name the
name of the hotel resulting in an unintentionally (?) humorous name.
40 – The Platinum Fashion Mall – Newest addition to the crucible–a shopping mall and condo project developed by S.P.C. Properties and Development Co., Ltd.
Under construction now.
41 – Pratunam Complex – Construction restarted in 2002 after a couple of idle years. In 1992, when the shophouses that occupied the site
were being torn down after their leases expired, owners put up banners demanding they be allowed to stay on since they had occupied the site
for 30 years. The Pratunam Complex includes two 44 story residential buildings, a 42 story hotel, and a 14 story shopping complex. The condo
towers are still under construction.
Pratunam Center is on the rise – Bangkok Post, September 9, 2003
Pratunam Center, the huge commercial complex left unfinished because of the 1997 financial crisis, has been revived and is set to open its
doors by the end of this year.
(Photo:
Left: November 7, 2005 – The towers at Pratunam Complex near completion.
2Bangkok.com)
42 – Yindee gem scam shop – A famous gem scam shop

Dead Expats in 2003
January 9, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Dead
Expats in 2003 – The Nation,
January 9, 2003
…The day she served VIPs soup with ping-pong balls floating in it after mispronouncing the Thai word for “toast” to her cook, remains a classic tale in Bangkok
diplomatic circles.

Thailand to order models to cover up
January 11, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Thailand
to order models to cover up – AFP,
January 11, 2003
Another amusing ‘Thai breast’ article: …"For example,
we could reward models who complied with the regulations
as the best-dressed people of the year and punish the violators
by denouncing them as the worst-dressed people of the year,"
Anurak said. Top model Methinee Kingpayome slammed the plan
as "ridiculous".
"I am confused and tired with this ministry. I guarantee
that if the ministry issues trivial regulations like the
ones that have been announced, Bangkok will never become
a fashion city," she said.

The Nation and Trink’s audience
January 15, 2003
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines
The
Nation and Trink’s audience –
January 15, 2003
The Nation has jumped into the post-Trink world with
a nightlife column helmed by Phil Macdonald. It certainly
has more attitude than the Bangkok Post would allow.
It first makes fun of Trink’s online column (one subheading
is "Look, an idiot"), then chuckles at Nigerian
scams, early closing times, etc. before making fun of the
Culture Ministry and the prevalence of Shinawatra family
members in the media.

The Weakest Link makes Thais cry
January 19, 2003
Categories: Film and TV, Local Beliefs, The Thaksin Years
Thailand Game Show Causes Uproar – April 8, 2002
The verbal blood sport of "The Weakest Link" may seem like harmless fun in most of the 70-odd countries it has taken by storm, but in Thailand it is causing
uproar…. When the woman who didn’t know Beckham’s shirt number protested that it wasn’t the sort of thing women would be familiar with, Kritika snapped back:
"Ugh! Women love to make excuses." A self-proclaimed psychic who failed to answer a question was told: "It seems your powers are useless."
Notice the use of the word "alleged" – The premiere of Thailand’s version of "The Weakest Link" TV show was deeply controversial because the show’s trademark
brutality and selfishness so much contravened the country’s alleged sensitivity and generosity. (from Chuck Shepherd’s News of the Weird, April 29, 2002)
Weakest Link is Thailand’s most popular show – March 16, 2002
A Guardian article on the Thai version of The Weakest Link has some interesting tidbits. Channel 3 says it is the highest-rated late night entertainment programme
in the country, attracting almost 3m viewers. However, "…Channel 3 (could) lose its broadcasting licence if the show continues to show anything unbecoming and
contradictory to Thai culture and morality," said Somsak Thepsuthi, the minister in charge of the prime minister’s office.
More on The Weakest Link in Thailand – February 13, 2002
The Weakest Link responds: "We bought the licence from Britain. If we switched it around and made the entire show lighter and more humorous, we would be just as
well off creating our own show instead of buying one," Suphon said. He added that it would take some time for the show’s host to come up with more word variety,
which could make the show a little lighter….
Humiliation certainly abounded. When one contestant could not say what the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was, she was voted out by the other contestants,
one of whom reprimanded her for not knowing about an organisation that so seriously affected the life of all Thais. (excerpted from "‘Weak link’ fights back ," The
Nation, February 13, 2002 – most of this article seems to be taken from an AFP story that appeared online February 12, at 5:21pm)
Editorial from a local paper: …Under such a democratic framework, citizens must be allowed to make their own decisions and pursue their own selfish interests as
long as such an exercise stays within legal limits and does not infringe on other people’s rights and freedom.
It is therefore questionable that anyone should blame a game show for promoting selfish values that could harm society or corrupt young minds. After all, all
participants in the game show know exactly the rules of the game and they choose to play the game on their own free will.
Unless anyone hasn’t noticed, Thai culture, which has been passed from generation to generation for hundreds of years, isn’t as fragile as a few sore losers’ egos.
(excerpted from "EDITORIAL : Weakest link or missing link?," The Nation, February 13, 2002)
The Weakest Link makes Thais cry – February 12, 2002
The Thai version of the popular British game show "The Weakest Link" has elicited a range of strong – often emotional – responses from viewers and even drawn
expressions of concern from some of the nation’s top leaders, who have warned that entertainment programmes may be nurturing selfish youth.
The show, "Kamchad Jud Orn", aroused instant controversy when host Krittika Kongsompong adopted the trademark meanness displayed by the host of the original
show, taking delight in belittling losing contestants, who are voted off. In one case, a teacher who was voted off the show wept and begged her students not to think
that she was stupid for losing….
At a meeting with the National Youth Bureau (NYB), Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said foreign attitudes deemed unsuitable to Thai society should be
discouraged in television shows. According to Udom Kraiwatnusorn, PM’s Office secretary, the prime minister said certain programmes too strongly influenced by
Western values could prove destructive to Thai society, especially in their effect on young people. (from Game show ‘a danger to youth,’ The Nation, Feb 12, 2002)
Looking back at the Thai version of the Weakest Link – New York Times, January 19, 2003
Interesting article on Kritika Kongsompong, former host of the Thai version of the Weakest Link: …This is a difficult time for Thailand as its intricately woven
culture of hierarchy and deference gives ground to the hard-knock roller derby of modern life…. Some Thais are searching now to define what they call a "postWestern" society, adapting rather than copying foreign ways. Some want to resurrect an idealized self-sufficient past, guided by Buddhist gentleness. There is also a
streak of panicked xenophobia that led one official recently to call for a ban on teaching foreigners the Thai arts of massage and kickboxing. "My show goes against
all that," Ms. Kritika said in an interview. "It doesn’t support the loser. It confronts conflict. It doesn’t harmonize friendship. That’s real life where only the strongest
survive, and some people don’t like to listen to that." In her classroom, she paces like Madonna with a headset microphone, prodding and sometimes taunting her
students, urging them to stand up for themselves, look people in the eye, compete…. Nevertheless when the year’s contract was up, its producers breathed a sigh of
relief and took the show off the air. It had been hard to watch, but it had made its point…. "The show was destined to end," said the critic, Kitti Gunpai, who teaches
communications at Chulalongkorn University. "It just didn’t fit in with Thai tastes. It’s a destructive show that provokes anger and perpetuates disunity. It’s a
shameful program.”

The Mood: Thais question their place
January 19, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs
Trends in Thai ads – Asian Market Research, January 19, 2003
This article also mentions the ad often shown on channel 11: the controversial ad for Krung Thai Bank showed Thais receiving training from foreigners in
traditional Thai disciplines. The ad then asked "Are you embarrassed?" reminding the audience to protect their cultural heritage.
The Mood: Thais question their place – Commentary by Wisarut, January 4, 2003
There is an escalating conflict between the Western and traditional Thai values which is now at a critical stage. Nowadays there is less and less room for
compromises or a "middle path" between these conflicting values. Those who embrace the new western values are lambasted as "traitors" and "lackeys of the West"
while those who unabashedly reject these Western values are sneered at as "dinosaurs." You can see the increasing evidence of xenophobia in local newspapers,
morning news radio, and local webboards.
Many neighboring countries have criticized Thailand in the past for not having experienced the struggle to achieve independence, and for becoming American allies
for decades–especially the long years when military strongmen ruled Thailand. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that Thailand sometimes feels impelled to
overreact in fashioning an independent posture by not agreeing with the US regional policies.
Even Thai NGO activists, businessmen, and politicians are running a campaign to repeal or amend the 11 economic laws passed because of the insistence of the
IMF. The campaign has a vitriolic tone that states the laws have "sold out the country" to foreign interests and points out Argentina as an example.
The growth of giant discount stores and the plan to sell Bangchak Refinery to foreign firms also sparked moves to protect the local refinery and mom-and-pop
retailers. Morning radio news broadcasts the laments of local retailers and evidence of arm-twisting deals applied to local retailers by the Western giant discount
stores.
Even the Minister of Education said that foreigners should be prohibited from studying "local wisdom" since the foreign training will displace Thai workers and
distort local knowledge. The campaign (or propaganda) shown on Channel 11 showing a foreign teaching Thai children how to "Wai" and perform other traditional
activities is more evidence for such perception.
Even international and bilingual schools are under heavy criticism by Thai academics as well as educational experts. They feel afraid that those who attend such
schools will be deprived of competency in their own culture.
Illegal workers and beggars also spark anti-foreign rhetoric toward poorer neighbor countries. Many Thai officers say that illegal workers (especially from Burma)
are a threat to national security. It is claimed that some of them may be spies who are coming to tap critical information, sabotage the country, set up "autonomous
states" within Thailand, and take jobs.
Many columnists in local press see trendy teen culture from Japan as serious threats. They lambaste those who follow a trendy Japanese lifestyle as "rootless
people."
Thailand is facing the fretful task of defining "national identity" in this chaotic era of globalization and retaining certain traditional values to enable Thais to
maintain a sense of pride, psychological balance, and equilibrium. Rejecting outside influence would be detrimental to Thailand. If xenophobia and ultranationalism
takes hold, it would jeopardize international relationships and harm the tourist industry. Thailand needs to embrace certain new values and structures
(individualism, egalitarianism, good governance, and participatory democracy) and then refine and adapt them in spirit of conciliation and collaboration with Thai
politics, society, and culture to create a democratic, productive, stable, just, and equitable society.
.
Many columnists in local Thai language newspapers have frequently bombarded readers with either anti-globalization or anti-western messages.
Local communists also write poisonous and venomous messages relating to news about the strained relationship between Tesco Lotus and Rajabhat Institute
(Kanchanaburi campus) since Tesco Locus refuses to hire students from the college due to the fact that many teachers and students protested against the British
retailer. Many small business owners have protested against Carrefour, Big C, and Tesco with very extreme messages. They have also protested against government
ministers who have vested interests in European retailers. No national flags have been burned yet, but the mood is very tense.
One of the poisonous messages that’s appeared in leaflet form posted around the National College of Defense, as well as to the public places says that : …The
Foreign retailers force local retailers to sell their products to them and have to wait AT LEAST 3 months to get cash. For local retailers, such waiting is too much for
them… it pushes their families closed to live in poverty and starvation…
….Then when the local retailers died …..They (the foreign retailer) will choke our farmers to sell their products at a fire sale price …. or refuse to buy at all since
they can get products from somewhere else …. even worse … many foreigners have stolen our grain,
or fruits and other agricultural product of us to produce in their tropical plantations, and
…they can literally dump their products to kill and murder our farmers …
… When foreigners force our farmers to become jobless, forcing the government to sell
state enterprises to capitalists at fire sale prices …. by those brainwashed Democrats who sold out our country to the World Bank and IMF … similar to what they
have done to 56 defunct financial institutes but on a much larger scale …. This will spark civil unrest and civil wars in our country. After that, the imperialists will
send the troops in Australia and Pacific to literally chop our country APART … with the traitor
generals who work with US Peacekeepers … dividing our country into sphere of influences … in the same way as their grandfather had done to China. The first to
go is the Deep South … second is the rest of the Southern provinces … the Eastern seaboard is the next on the list of those imperialists … They even aim to erect the
signs that say "No Dog or Thailanders Can Come into this Park!", "No Dog or Thailanders Can Come into this Beach!" Those imperialists will perpetuate their
regime by brainwashing our teens with their media, trendy fashions, and by picking out lapdogs to study in their countries with scholarships.
The strange Saga of TPI – UPI, December 16, 2002
This has been all over the local papers, but here’s an article showing what foreigners think: When the devaluation blow fell, TPI unilaterally stopped paying its
enormous debt — and boasted about how much its cash flow had improved. Creditors were not impressed (especially when some of the money saved was used to pay
executive salary increases)… The article ends up by stating Thai foreign investment policy is becoming similar to Burmese policy under dictator Ne Win.

Phao Siriyanon – “The worst man in the whole history of modern Thailand”
January 20, 2003
Categories: History, Thai Police
Phao
Siriyanon’s legacy
– The Nation, January 20, 2003
Wild article, written under the pseudonym Chang
Noi (little elephant–his website is
here),
about 1950’s era police chief Phao Siriyanon:
To encourage the police to rid Thailand of
drugs within three months, the prime minister
quoted the 1950s police chief, Phao Siriyanon:
"There is nothing under the sun that the
Thai police cannot do." The achievements
for which Phao and his police force have gone
down in history are assassinating MPs and smuggling
drugs….In 1955 the police made a record capture
of 20 tonnes of opium, and Phao himself collected
a massive reward on behalf of an informer. When
asked to display the haul, Phao said it had
been thrown in the sea. The public disbelief
almost undid him…. In 1957 Phao lost power
and fled to Switzerland. A couple of his "knights"
went with him. A newspaperman went to visit.
Phao was living in high style, with even an
English chauffeur. In an interview he confessed
to most of the political killings. He explained
that he had "wanted to be a big man"
and that he had been acting on orders of his
boss (Phibun). The newspaperman subtitled his
book of these confessions "the iron man
of Asia". A New York Times writer preferred
"a superlative crook". A senior Thai
diplomat of the time called him "the worst
man in the whole history of modern Thailand".

Earthquakes in Bangkok 2003
January 22, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Bangkok
feels earthquake – January 23, 2003
Reports from the Post
and The
Nation. As usual, the Post‘s article is a "just
the facts, ma’am" story. It seems recently many Post articles
are based only on info from dry official MCOT press releases (a
previous example). The Nation does a better job explaining
the local mood (albeit in delightfully broken English–skycreepers
of Bangkok). They even mention the "panic" 2b first
reported yesterday: Many of them rang their friends and families
while some rang the public service FM 100 radio stations asking for
what happened, expressing their feeling and opinions. The panic reduced
after the authorities announced through breaking news about the cause
of vibration and said the situation is not that crisis. In Bangkok,
the panic occurred in the centre of the city including the prime commercial
areas like Siam Square, Silom and Sukhumvit. The similar but less
degree panic had also reported in the central of Phuket, Songkhla,
Trang and Satun.
Bangkok panic – January 22,
2003
11:17 am – Rumors are swirling through town now of buildings
listing, or earthquakes, or tremors of some types moving through the
city… We have confirmed one of the towers at Mahboonkrong has been
evacuated after experiencing some kind of tremor.
11:30 am – Some buildings along Silom have been evacuated.
And things are getting ridiculous. Building management where we are
now (at Sathorn Road) just told us to "expect an earthquake in
1 hour." Thai-language radio is also mention some kind of shaking
being felt in highrises in town.
11:58 am – Mexico City experienced a strong earthquake a couple
hours ago and CNN is reporting large crowds milling around evacuated
buildings. Their
story was posted at about 10:37 am Bangkok time. Shortly after
that buildings here started to be evacuated. Could this story have
been misheard and then spread as a rumor causing many to believe Bangkok
is experiencing earthquakes?
16:07 pm – The Nation and Thai Rath reports:
Earthquake
hits northern Sumatra, felt in Thai capital and MCOT
says: People in high buildings in Sathon, Silom, Ploenchit,
Sukhumvit, Bang Na, Klong Toey, and Lat Phrao areas could felt of
the quake. And here it is on the USGS
page. It struck at 10:30am.
How safe are we from earthquakes?
– May 19, 2003
Today seems to be a slow news day, so here is a notice from Chartered
Square Building management about earthquake safety exactly as we
received it:
Dear Tenants,
In view of the recent mild earthquake
experienced in Bangkok, some tenants expressed concern over
its possibly re-occurring, the relevant safety procedures, as well
as the building’s design provision for such natural disasters. Your
concerns are appreciated, and addressed as follows:;
Firstly,we are informed that although the chance of an earthquake
reoccurring in Bangkok cannot be entirely ruled out, the city does
not. however, lie directly on a fault line, so the earthquake’s
impact would be minimal.
Secondly, the Chartered Square building is constructed with reinforced
steel, which is betterable to absorb earthquake vibrations than
concrete buildings.
Furthermore, the building management has provided an Emergency procedure
plan to handle any situation that are likely to the alarm is rounded
and announcement giving expicit instructions on evacuation procedure
and assembly points is made.

The Kra Isthmus Canal News 2001-2003
January 25, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit
As a fan of Suez and Panama Canal lore, 2Bangkok.com is fascinated by a canal project right here in Thailand. The Kra Isthmus Canal would cut across the Kra
Isthmus in southern Thailand and enable shipping to bypass the Strait of Malacca and head directly into the South China Sea (and vice versa). First proposed in
1677, the canal is still very much alive as former PM Chavalit Yongchaiyudh (the chief proponent of the canal) is part of the current Thai government again.
It is hard to imagine how such a megaproject would be of benefit in the twenty-first century considering the huge costs. It would probably be the last major canal
project on earth.
And recently any megaproject has come under intense fire from local environmentalists (over issues of resettlement, environmental damage, etc.). With so many
negatives, it is hard to imagine this project would be undertaken, but nevertheless, it has its supporters.
Prime Minister: we won’t build the Kra Canal – Bangkok Post, January 25, 2003
…The contract was given to Phuket Pass Project without a proper bidding contest, and that had damaged the national image and credibility, said Gen Sakan
Sathityutakarn, chairman of Kra Canal Management and Transportation System, Thailand…. “This is quite unusual since the company has not gone through a
proper channel and a formal bidding process has not yet taken place.”
Fast Facts
Status : This project is still being promoted by former PM Chavalit Yongchaiyudh. The Thai Rak Thai government is spending a large amount of money to study the
project.
Length: 100 km
Expected to handle: 2 billion tons a year of cargo
Cost: 500-800 billion baht
As far as we know, there is only one other website that examines the Kra Canal project. There is both a Thai and English version. The domain is registered to "Kra
Canal Project Sub Committee on the Armed Forces-House of Representatives," but we have never received a response from writing them. (Thanks to Oran Viriyincy
for pointing this link out.) Thanks to Pas Seangsong of Bangkok Highrises for pointing out the new artists’ impressions of the Kra Canal on the Kra Canal Project
website.
We also obtained the incorporation papers of the Phuket Pass Project Limited, the company created to conduct the canal study.
Kra Canal in the news
Thai sea power and the Kra Isthmus canal project – The Nation, August 14, 2006
…A feasibility study should, they said, be carried out, even though it would cost a staggering Bt50 million. This project has been labelled the Thai Canal Project.
…He and his committee chose the A9 route out, one of 10 under review. To those in the know, the 120-kilometre A9 route is the most feasible path, cutting through
the provinces of Krabi, Phatthalung, Nakorn Si Thammarat, Songkhla and Trang.
…The Thai Canal is one of the word’s largest projects. It is expected to take 10 years to finish and cost around Bt750 billion, according to the report. Although the
financial benefits have been meticulously studied by experts, with support from both private and government organisations, nobody really knows what the impact
will be on the environment, not to mention the social cost of relocating residents. A transparent and thorough process of evaluation that includes public forums and
debate on the environmental impact will reduce anxieties and dissent on the part of the public and civil-society organisations.
Thai canal plan to save millions – The Age, March 29, 2005
A $23 billion plan by Thailand to carve a canal through the Kra peninsula, linking the Indian and Pacific oceans’ sea trade routes, could cut millions of dollars off
the cost of doing business in East Asia.
The Thai Senate is due to vote in its next session on a study of the 120-kilometre canal, which would join the Indian Ocean with the Gulf of Thailand…
Senator Kamnuan said Malaysia and Indonesia had expressed interest in investing in the project. China had also indicated support during unofficial talks in
December 2001…
US concerned at China’s ‘string of pearls’ military plan – Daily Times, January 19 2005
…The "string of pearls" strategy, as the report calls China’s move, includes a new naval base under construction at the Pakistani port of Gwadar, naval bases in
Myanmar, a military agreement with Cambodia, strengthening ties with Bangladesh and an ambitious plan under consideration to build a 20-billion-dollar canal in
Thailand to bypass the Strait of Malacca.
The activity has raised concerns at the Pentagon that China’s military build-up, which is taking place faster than earlier estimates, is aimed to project force and
undermine US and regional security…
Krabi-Khanom Land Bridge – translated and summarized from Transport Journal, March 1-7, 2004
This project was approved on June 22, 1993 and will consist of a 4-lane highway (Highway 44), with 160 m in the center to carry the railway tracks and pipelines.
This land bridge is initially started from Ao Luiek district of Krabi and ended up at Kanchanadit of Surat Thani. However, the environmental concerns at Krabi as
well as Samui have compelled the government to move the terminal from AO Luek (Krabi) to Ban Thup Lamu (Phang Nga) and from Kanchanadit (Surat Thani) to
Ban Bang Por, Sinchon District of Nakhon Srithammarat with the total distance of 220 km. Now, Highway 44 is done, but the railway track has not been laid yet.
The railway stations will have 50 m space along the track and 100 m x 1500 m for the stations. Initially, it will be single track for standard gauge (1.435-m). There
will be 5 stations:
1) Khanom (Ban Bang Por)
2) Ban Na
3) Plai Phraya (Krabi Industrial Estate)
4) Thup Pud
5) Ban Thup Lamu
The construction cost of this track will be 19.8 billion baht (90 million baht/km)–land expropriation not included.
Nevertheless, SRT is asking the government to approve the funds for the meter guage–Khirirat Nikhom – Phang Nga – Thanun–which has been frozen since 1956. It
also asks that the main deep sea port should be located at Thup Lamu since it is about 5 km from the proposed track while the deep sea port at Khanom is 40 km
from the rail track.
Even though there is a proposal to lay the pipeline and set up the refinery on both sides of the land bridge, it has not been executed yet because of environmental
issues.
Millions of Chinese laborers on their way to Thailand? – Asia Today, January 20, 2004
Pas points out a bizarre and utterly insane article on the Kra Canal from Asia Today: Beijing sees the project as of some national importance to its own economy –
namely, the deployment of millions of workers who will likely be unemployed on completion of the massive Three Gorges dam project later this decade.

China’s demand for oil: ….the reality of a Kra Canal being built is fast taking shape following the collapse of a top-level US$2 billion pipeline deal to move oil from
Russia to China. The pipeline would have carried up to 20 million tons of oil each year from Siberia to China, now the second-largest oil consumer in the world.
Presently, the Straits of Malacca is the most important waterway in the world, and most of China’s and Japan’s oil imports pass through it. But the Straits has a
growing problem with piracy. The Philip Channel near Singapore is only 12.5 km wide – a natural bottleneck with the potential of a collision, or worse, a terrorist
attack. ….if a large oil tanker sank in the Philip Channel, other vessels could be forced to take a long detour, holding up oil imports to China and Japan for weeks.
China reportedly has just seven days of oil in reserve.
Chinese to deploy its labor to build the project? The US building a permanent base in Sri Lanka and wanting getting faster access to Guam? Thaksin privately in
favor of it? How credible is this?
Ed.: Like most articles in the international press about the Kra Canal, this one starts with phrases like "first mooted in 1677" and goes on to be a collection of
warmed over musings gleaned from old studies. As far as we know, Thaksin’s only connection to the project was as a plum to entice the now-defunct New
Aspiration Party (a party that existed to gain control over big money projects like the airport, Hopewell, Kra Canal, etc. through the Interior Ministry) to be part of
the ruling coalition. The last time the New Aspiration Party dealt with the canal, the strange goings on thoroughly discredited the project. Anyway, the article ignores
the landbridge project that is to supersede the canal. Next time Asia Today should check out 2Bangkok.com before printing such rubbish.
Building of Tavoy road to start soon – Bangkok Post, December 8, 2003
…Mr Pattana said the new road would help tourism in Kanchanaburi and the transport of goods to the deep-water port at Tavoy. Exporters would not need
Singapore port or the Kra canal project.
Cabinet to rule Oct 16 on Kra canal study – Bangkok Post, October 7, 2003
The fate of the stalled Kra canal feasibility study will be decided on Oct 16 when cabinet meets to assess the project’s second anniversary.
Southern landbridge – Final evaluation ready next year – Bangkok Post, October 6, 2003
The evaluation of the landbridge project linking the Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea will be concluded by early next year, Deputy Prime Minister Visanu Kruengarm said… The landbridge would turn the country into an oil-trading centre in Southeast Asia, Mr Visanu said. A pipeline would be laid to link the Andaman Sea
and the Gulf. Two oil depots and one refinery would be built, and a petrochemical industry established.
This is a project that would probably forever remove the need for a Kra Canal.
The "land bridge" to replace the Kra Canal – translated and summarized from Thasetthakij, September 25-27, 2003
The proposed land bridge route has been moved from Krabi to Thab Lamu commune, Thai Muang district of Phang Nga (the area belonging to Phang Nga Naval
Base) and from Khanom district of Nakhon Srithammarat to Sichon district of Nakhon Srithammarat due to the fact that the land bridge would ruin tourists spots in
Krabi. The proposed land bridge will cut oil transportation expense by 7 billion baht a year.
Commentary by Wisarut: The land bridge is a substitute for the Kra Canal. However, the route to Phuket is another matter since it is just the extension of the line
from Surat Thani which was terminated at Khirirat Nikhom District of Surat Thani in 1956 (after being proposed in 1938) and not going all the way to Tha Num in
Phang Nga though.
So far, only a local train which runs once a day between Surat Thani and Khrirat Nikhom uses this route. If the line to Tha Nun is completed, SRT will implement an
express to Tha Nun instead of a local train. If they can extend to Tha Num, SRT will consider extending the route all the way to Phuket via the bridge parallel to
Sarasin Bridge (the only bridge connecting Phuket with the Mainland).
A pro-canal article – Pacific News Service, July 22, 2003
Rapee Boonplueang points out: China’s Demand for Oil May Make Thailand Canal a Reality.
…giant China wants to build a canal through Thailand as an alternate way to ship oil… Articles have already appeared in China with headings entitled "Abandon
the Malacca Straits and build the Thai Kra Canal." And a subtitle says, "This is shaking Southern Asia."
Tired Charoon to step down – Lashes out at `unfair criticism over funds’ – Bangkok Post, July 16, 2003
Financial mess triggers call for Charoon to quit national panel – Bangkok Post,
July 15, 2003
The embarrassing Kra canal saga – July 7, 2003
The question of whether a canal is viable or not continues to be a moot point as
the continuing murky subject of the expensive study drags on: Project manager
resigns – Concerns raised over fund mismanagement – July 6, 2003
PPP was awarded the contract on Jan 17 by the national committee to conduct
a feasibility study into digging a canal in the South to link the Gulf of Thailand
and the Andaman Sea. The firm presented the committee with a US$1 million
cheque and promised to pay another US$49 million by late June to cover
The incorporation papers of Phuket Pass Project Limited
expenses.
However, the firm has so far failed to keep its financial pledge since no money has been handed over. ACM Charoon’s move to deposit the money under direct
control of the Klong Thai Foundation surprised members of the national committee, since the foundation was not directly supervised by the committee. "This is quite
unusual since only foundation members are aware how the money is used but not the committee members," said a committee member…
The ex-air force officer said the study could not get started because PPP was still unable to deliver its financial pledge. "We cannot do anything about this except
wait until we get the money. PPP said it had some problem but did not elaborate what the problem was," said ACM Charoon, who played a crucial role in awarding
the contract to PPP in January.
Incorporation papers of the Phuket Pass Project Limited
Phuket Pass can’t pay on time – Bangkok Post, March 14, 2003
…the Hong Kong-based firm failed to hand over the money yesterday as promised. It earlier failed to deliver the $4 million second payment on March 3 and the
chairman, Adisak Techa-adisak, then promised to pay the full $49 million owed on March 13…
Money for canal study to be paid on March 13 – Bangkok Post, March 10, 2003
Phuket Pass to pay up soon – Bangkok Post, March 6, 2003
…Phuket Pass paid $1 million into the study fund when it was awarded the contract on Jan 17. The cheque was made out to the Klong Thai Foundation, which was
to be set up to manage the financing but has still not been registered… Earlier: Kra Canal study firm fails to provide money – Bangkok Post, March 4, 2003
Finding out about Phuket Pass Project Limited – February 15, 2003
Phuket Pass Project Limited is the company that was given the contract for the expensive study of the Kra Canal Project. It first surfaced in the news on August 8,
2002 when it was reported the company would receive the canal study project. The Companies Registry in Hong Kong now informs 2B that this was less than one
month after the company was incorporated: …Phuket Pass Project Limited (CR No.: 805288)… was incorporated as a limited company in Hong Kong on 10 July
2002 and is still on the register of companies maintained by this Registry as at the date hereof. After protests from other companies bidding on the study, the issue
disappeared from the news until January 2003, when it was again announced that Phuket Pass Project Ltd. would be doing the study. Phuket Pass Project Limited’s
chairman is Adisak Techa-adisak and the other founding members are Ho Tung Chan Don and Leong Weng Jee (Leong Wangkee), both Singaporean. Some sources
also name a "Sakae Torisawa" as a director. UPDATE: Incorporation papers of the Phuket Pass Project Limited

Phuket Pass Project Ltd – The Bangkok Post, January 22, 2003
Phuket Pass Project Ltd. is the company doing the Kra Canal study. Anyone heard of it before? How long has it been in business? There’s no mention of it on the net
or in the archives of local newspapers. According to the article it was financed by interests in Australia and Japan. It was registered in Hong Kong, but its office was
in Thailand….ACM Charoon denied that his committee had tried to keep secret the contract signing with Phuket Pass Project. Gen Chavalit said the money was
clean. ‘The company wrote the agreement together with the Office of the Attorney-General.”
Another study on the Kra Istmus canal – Bangkok Post, January 21, 2003
Deputy Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh’s pet project, the 25 billion dollar Kra Isthmus Canal, got a boost when a new feasibility study got underway: The
contract was signed between the national committee in charge of the study and Phuket Pass Project Limited during a ceremony chaired by Gen Chavalit, said
Deputy Transport Minister Pichet Sathirachawal. Phuket Pass Project director Sakae Torisawa gave Gen Chavalit a cheque of US$1 million as advance payment.
Spending US$50-100 million to study the Kra Canal – August 10, 2002
Controversy over just who is funding Kra Canal studies–a mysterious company call "Phuket Passproject Co Ltd, a Hong Kong-based firm" would do the study and
then get to approve all future investors in the project–the article also mentions that a “modest” estimate of the cost was put at 800 billion baht…
Malaysia backs canal go-ahead – Bangkok Post, May 10, 2002
….The canal would be good for the region, even though Malaysia’s own port business would suffer if it went ahead, Mr Mahathir told him…. The project, which has
been on and off the drawing board for many decades, became Gen Chavalit’s political canvassing manifesto…. Chinese and Malaysian firms were keen to invest in
the project, which was expected to take seven years and cost 800 billion baht. The feasibility study alone is costing the government 1.8 billion baht. (from The
Bangkok Post, May 11, 2002)
June 21, 2001 – A new study is being comissioned on the canal. (The Nation keeps changing its directory structure, so the link to this article keeps getting broken.)
KRA CANAL PROPOSAL: Revival of dream urged
Ministry says full feasibility study should be launched
The Nation, September 8, 2001, full article online
The proposal to dig the Kra canal is to be dusted off and forwarded for Cabinet consideration next week, an official source said yesterday.
The committee that screens proposals from the Communications Ministry for Cabinet consideration will push for the digging of Kra canal as part of efforts to solve
the economic troubles facing the country.
The ministry requested that the Cabinet commission a full feasibility study – not just a pre-feasibility study – saying that a complete range of views about the pros
and cons of the digging of the canal should be sought.
The Kra canal, a grand project that has been talked about for centuries, would bisect the south of Thailand and connect the Indian and Pacific oceans.
The Foreign Ministry commented that the study should cover the project’s impact on maritime commerce and international law.
The Science Ministry stated that an environmental-impact assessment must be carried out thoroughly and that public hearings must be conducted across the country
to get the public’s view of the project.
The Budget Bureau said that the institution that carried out the study needed to be widely trusted by the public in order to prevent social conflict. The National
Security Council agreed that only careful research would prevent disputes that might occur with interest groups.
The National Economic Social Development Board said the study should focus on the facts relating to international trade and investment, maritime business,
maritime transport and economic geography.
The Finance Ministry commented that a special committee comprising all agencies involved should be set up to study all points relating to the digging of the canal.

Screen captures from Black Silk
January 27, 2003
Categories: Trams

Screen captures from the Thai film, Pah Dum (Black Silk, 1961)
Return to the Bangkok Tramways main page

Tram on Ratchadamneorn Road – near Khok Wua intersection on the Bang Lamphoo Line (Bang Lamphoo –
Rajadamnoen Avenue – Giant Swing – Saphan Dam – Hua
Lamphong). This one is heading to Bang Lamphoo Intersection.

A couple of old busses in front of Wat Phra Kaew

Tram passing the Supreme Court (Sarn Deeka) on the Samsen line (Bang Krabue – Sathorn). This line is passing
behind the Supreme Court.
Return to the Bangkok Tramways main page

The burning of the Thai Embassy in Cambodia
January 29, 2003
Categories: Cambodia

(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)
The offices of Cambodia Shinawatra Telecommunications, firebombed, windows smashed, with masonry damage.
Flashback to Phnom Penh 2003
Hamish writes: With the growing tension over the ownership of Khao Pra Viharn, and speculation that it might lead to scenes similar to those in 2003, I
thought it might be appropriate to share some photos I took while I was in Phnom Penh just after the anti-Thai demonstrations of February of that year.
I was there for a couple of days, a week or so after the demonstrations, and asked a moto driver to show me some of the results around town. He
explained that Thai owned businesses and Thai restaurants felt the worst of the anger.

(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)
The flagpole where the Thai flag usually hangs, on the promenade flanking the Tonle Sap, after the flag had been removed and burned.
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(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)
Above: Thai owned soft drinks cannery virtually razed to the ground.

(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)

(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)
Above: Thai owned hotel. You cannot see much of the damage here as metal sheets had been erected. However, behind them were the shells of burnt out
cars, still in the parking lot. The low rise buildings showed fire damage, broken windows and smashed masonry. A guard, apparently the only person on
site, made it quite clear that I was not welcome when I took out my camera to photograph the cars.

(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)

(Photo: Hamish Chalmers)
Above: The Royal Thai Embassy boarded-up, showing fire damage and broken windows.
Suthichai Yoon: In search of deeper answers to Cambodia – The Nation, February 6, 2003
…Until that dark ugly night of January 29, the Thai psyche simply refused to absorb the hard, cold fact that we were considered a new breed of
imperialist…. We thought since they use our mobile phone service, watch our TV soap operas and consume our instant noodles, they must really love all
things Thai….
Cambodian opposition parties – February 6, 2003
The Cambodian opposition political parties are shouting for Hun Sen’s resignation. These parties launch their statements from overseas, since being in
Cambodia would subject them to harassment and arrest. The same thing happens in other nascent ‘democracies’ like Malaysia, Egypt, or Pakistan (when
Pakistan was a democracy). The following is about as strident a message one is likely to hear against Hun Sen from other politicians from inside

Cambodia. It is also an interesting claim of a conspiracy to implicate the Sam Rainsy Party in the rioting….
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA – Phnom Penh, February 3, 2003 – FABRICATED EVIDENCE AGAINST SAM RAINSY
– In their attempts to put the blame for the January 29, 2003 anti-Thai riots in Phnom Penh on opposition leader Sam Rainsy, Cambodian government
officials have sent to Thai officials and journalists in Bangkok a real photo with a wrong caption.
The photo, which has been broadcast by Thai television stations, shows Sam Rainsy leading a demonstration passing in front of the Royal Thai Embassy
in Phnom Penh. Yes, the photo is recent and real. But it is a photo of a demonstration on January 27, 2003 led by Sam Rainsy to protest irregularities in
the ongoing voter registration process. Demonstrators, including Buddhist monks who demand the right to vote, marched in an orderly and peaceful
procession from the National Assembly to the headquarters of the National Election Committee (NEC) located Norodom Boulevard, about 500 meters
further from the Royal Thai Embassy, on the opposite side of the Boulevard. On their way to the NEC, demonstrators, including Sam Rainsy, had to pass
in front of the Royal Thai Embassy on that peaceful and cheerful day. The photo was taken there and then, and therefore has no connection whatsoever
with the violent and ugly anti-Thai demonstrations on January 29, 2003. – SRP Members of Parliament
Dark days for the Thai border casinos – The Nation, February 5, 2003
Anti-Thai riots leave casinos out of luck – South China Morning Post, February 5, 2003
…With gambling illegal in Thailand, almost all casino business in Cambodia comes from its
western neighbour – estimated to be worth as much as US$150 million (HK$1.17 billion) a year. Up to 7,000 Thais flock each weekend to the two
casinos in O’smach, in northern Cambodia, with 500 Thais gambling there during the week…. Another seven casinos in the border town of Poipet
contributed at least US$4 million in tax revenue in 2001, although unofficial profits are reported to run to tens of millions of dollars….
More on Thai casinos in Cambodia
Riots may cost Hun Sen votes – The Straits Times, February 5, 2003
Thai F-16s, carrier were ready for Khmer action – The Nation, February 6, 2003
Assessment of the damage – The Nation, February 5, 2003
The residence of the Thai ambassador to Cambodia, which was torched and looted last week, is beyond repair, and 90 per cent of Thai property owned
by five businesses is unsalvageable, a Foreign Ministry official said yesterday…. Bandhit said at least 90 per cent of the property destroyed belonged to
five companies: MPP Corp, the Royal Phnom Penh Hotel, Cambodia Shinawatra Corp, Samart Cambodia Corp and TV5.
The latest rumor – Khmerintelligence.org, February 4, 2003
They claim this is ‘Reliable’: A financial dispute might have contributed to last week’s anti-Thai riots (3) – The January 29 violent anti-Thai
demonstrations in Phnom Penh might have been trigged also by a financial dispute between the two largest Thai petroleum companies vying for a multibillion contract with the Cambodian government covering the joint exploitation of and sharing of revenues from promising oil and gas fields in the
overlapping zones in the Gulf of Thailand claimed by both countries. Each one of the two companies has its supporters in high political spheres both in
Thailand and Cambodia. One of them was due to sign a historic contract with the Phnom Penh government last week. In order to prevent the signing of
the contract and preserve a chance to reverse the situation in its favor, the other company felt it had no alternative but to create a political and
diplomatic crisis between the two countries by pushing its political supporters in Cambodia to organize last week’s riots. Mission accomplished.
Bad history and good neighbours – The Nation, February 3, 2003
2b was preparing info on Thailand’s history in Cambodia, but Chang Noi beat us to it: Siam is to Cambodia as Burma is to Siam. In Thailand’s history
books, the country is always being attacked by a bad neighbour to the west, Burma, which keeps sacking the capital. Siam is never aggressive but
defends itself well and honourably. In these books, there is little about wars to the east. But the Khmer history books are different. They also have an
aggressive neighbour to the west, which sacks their capital and covets their most glorious monument. Other articles by Chang Noi.
Moving toward blame and normalization – February 2, 2003
Cambodian politicians are jockeying for position after the disastrous events of this week. China is warning both Thailand and Cambodia to normalize
relations soon. Hun Sen has rounded up various opponents and is blaming the opposition for the rioting. Thai PM Thaksin is being praised for his
decisive tone during the crisis.
Govt bars Cambodian opposition leader from entry – MCOT, February 2, 2003
…Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai said that he had barred Mr Rainsy from entry, claiming that his presence in Thailand would destroy the fragile
political truce between the two countries, and that Thailand would not allow anyone to use its soil as a stage on which to air political views…
Sam Rainsy’s Statement – February 1, 2003
Here’s the message Sam Rainsy wanted to deliver:
Singapore, February 1st, 2003
MESSAGE TO THE THAI PEOPLE
Today, in my capacity as an elected representative of the Cambodian people, I tried to come to Thailand to the deliver the following message to the Thai
people and the Thai government:
1- I feel sorry for what happened in Phnom Penh on January 29, 2003 and I apologize for the wrongdoings of some of my compatriots who indulged in
violence.
2- The January 29 incidents do not reflect the feelings of the Cambodian people toward the Thai people. For partisan and personal interests, Prime
Minister Hun Sen stirred up anti-Thai feelings in order to divert attention from increasingly serious internal problems he cannot solve. On January 27 he
made an inflammatory speech broadcast on the national radio, which was an incitement to racism, hatred and violence. Subsequently, Hun Sen’s
supporters meticulously organized the violent and destructive January 29 demonstrations, during which the police stood idle until the Royal Thai
Embassy was completely burnt down.
3- Hun Sen is a wicked man who always tries to put the blame for his wrongdoings on other people, especially the democratic opposition used as a
scapegoat. He has been striving to eliminate members of the Sam Rainsy Party either physically or legally through Cambodia’s farcical judiciary system.
While ensuring impunity for himself and his accomplices, he fabricates evidence against those he wants to eliminate, such as my colleague Sok Yoeun
currently detained in Thailand, and myself following the January 29 incidents.
4- I deny having anything to do with the above-mentioned demonstrations and challenge any self-proclaimed eyewitnesses to bring concrete and precise
evidence proving my presence in front of the Royal Thai Embassy on January 29, 2003. As a democrat and a Buddhist, I do not believe in and have
never used violence as a means to solve problems.
5- As I said in an interview with Thailand’s renown newspaper Thai Rath on January 28, 2003, the Thai people and the Cambodian people are like
brothers and sisters. Therefore, we must not let any irresponsible political leader such as Hun Sen destroy the fraternal relations between our two
countries.
Sam Rainsy
Member of Cambodia’s National Assembly
Flights resuming – Bangkok Post, February 1, 2003
…Only Bangkok Airways and Thai Airways had suspended their services. Thai Airways said its two daily return flights from Bangkok to Phnom Penh
would not resume until Monday at the earliest for safety reasons…. Bangkok Airways flights resumed February 1.
Diplomats puzzled by cops’ failure to protect Thai embassy – The Straits Times, February 1, 2003
…A government source confirmed to The Straits Times that high-ranking officials – including the Interior Minister, the Defence Minister and the
national police chief – were all gathered at the ruling party’s headquarters only 500 m from the besieged Thai Embassy on Wednesday night…

The situation in Cambodia – Asian Trails, January 31, 2003
The today’s situation in Phnom Penh is absolutely calm, actually visits resumed and the town has returned to its normal activities. Siem Reap has not
been affected at all and is busy as usual. The Cambodian Government has unanimously decided to fully refund all damages resulting of yesterday’s riots
in Phnom Penh. A personal advisor to the King of Cambodia is presently in Bangkok to discuss yesterday’s issue with the King of Thailand.
Cambodian’s Prime Minister Hun Sen has sent 2 advisors to Bangkok to meet with his Thai counter partners. As per from yesterday and future notice,
Royal Phnom Penh Hotel and Juliana Hotel will be closed. The Regent Park Hotel is normally open and fully operational. Thai Airways International
flights are canceled until February 7. Bangkok Airways flights have resumed–they were actually only stopped for one day.
Sam Rainsy on his way to Bangkok – Sam Rainsy Press Release, Singapore, January 31, 2003
Following allegations made by some Cambodian government officials that I was involved in the January 29, 2003 violent demonstrations against the
Royal Thai Embassy and Thai interests in Phnom Penh, I want to clear my reputation by coming to Thailand to tell the truth to the Thai authorities and
public opinion. I will travel with my French passport and will arrive at Bangkok international airport on February 1st, 2003 at 13:45 by Thai Airways
flight TG 404 from Singapore.
Sam Rainsy, Member of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia
Court charges radio station owner with inciting anti-Thai riots – AP, January 31, 2003
A court on Friday charged the owner of Cambodia’s only independent radio station with inciting mobs that attacked the Thai Embassy and Thai
businesses in the worst riots Cambodia has seen in decades. Mam Sonando of Beehive radio FM 105 was accused of using his radio station to
broadcast false reports of attacks in Thailand against Cambodians and of spreading hatred against Thais, Phnom Penh Municipal Court prosecutor Yet
Chakriya, said. His wife denied that the station, which frequently criticises government policies, had broadcast any reports of violence against
Cambodians in Thailand…. No action has been taken against the Cambodian newspaper or other media outlets that repeated the rumor using strident
anti-Thai rhetoric. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen also delivered a tirade against the actress…. Prosecutor Yet Chakriya said that Beehive Radio
falsely reported that the Cambodian Embassy in Bangkok had been destroyed by Thai mobs and that some 20 Cambodians were killed. ‘I will be proud
to be imprisoned,’ said Mam Sonando, 61, whose opinionated radio station – the only broadcast outlet not controlled by the government – has made him
an emerging public figure in the capital…
Poipet casinos seek help from Hun Sen – February 1, 2003
Calamity: the borders are still closed during this Chinese New Year. More on Thai casinos in Cambodia
Press release from the National Sustaining Party – January 31, 2003
Cambodia National Sustaining Party is condemning the illegal acts of the Royal Government of Cambodia of arrested Mr. Mam Sonando, director of
the Beehive Radio Station. The arrest of Mr. Mam Sanondo by authorities is illegal and violated the freedom of speech, freedom of expression and
freedom of press, which is the key principle of Democracy. Cambodia National Sustaining Party would like to take this opportunity to appeal to United
States of America, Human Rights groups, the United Nations and all democratic forces to put pressure the Royal Government of Cambodia which
abuses the Human Rights, intimidations, and violated the Freedom of citizen of Cambodia.
Pen Sovann – President Of Cambodia National Sustaining Party
Popularity of PM increases in light of riot – Bangkok Post, February 1, 2003
The wild world of the Cambodian press – The Nation, February 1, 2003
How close we came to war with Cambodia – The Nation, February 1, 2003
The Dangerous Game – January 30, 2003
By now you’ve heard the news (One billion baht up in smoke and still counting, Royal Phnom Penh Hotel Destroyed in Riots, Flight disruptions in
Phnom Penh, Google news search for Cambodia, and interesting photos in a pdf doc showing the destruction), so we thought we would try to bring you
some things you have not seen. It is quite likely that the entire affair was political maneuvering for the upcoming Cambodian elections that got out of
hand (and the Thai Embassy design had already been criticized for being larger and grander than the Cambodian Grand Palace). For those not up on
their Thai culture, the event that really angered Thais was the disrespect shown images of the HM The King. Photos of rioters stamping on these photos
were widely circulated among Thais by email ("I can tolerate flag burnings, but not stomping on the king’s picture," a 40-year-old housewife, who
declined to be identified, told Reuters.). Below is the original article (from Reaksmey Angkor, January 18, 2003 courtesy of Funcinpec) that started
controversy:

Funcinpec is a Cambodian politial party. They note about the article: Please read the article’s last sentence.. it said: "In reality, in relations to yuon
(Vietnam) and Siam (Thailand), only Thailand looks down on the Khmer and is eager to encroach on Khmer land more than Vietnam 10 to 20 times."
Furthermore, throughout the entire article the author uses the term "Prachea chun Khmer," which only the communist party (ies) in Cambodia use it.
The non-communiist Khmer or Khmer people in general, we general said "Prachea pol rath Khmer" or "Prachea reastr Khmer," when we relate to the
common Khmer people.
Hun Sen behind the rioting?
Khmer Intelligence, a shadowy anti-Hun Sen information and rumor reporting site, claims: Hun Sen was behind yesterday’s violent anti-Thai
demonstrations (2)
After delivering inflammatory speeches broadcast on the national radio and television to exacerbate nationalistic and anti-Thai feelings following an
alleged insult to the Cambodian people by a Thai actress, Prime Minister Hun Sen decided to organize yesterday’s anti-Thai demonstrations in Phnom
Penh, which turned violent.

Hun Sen’s motives are the following:
1- In relation to a controversial border treaty the Phnom Penh government plans to sign with Vietnam next March, Hun Sen wants to divert the public
attention from Vietnam to Thailand, which is easy to do since the two countries have many potential problems with neighboring Cambodia. The King
has said he would not endorse the treaty with Vietnam and, if out of the country, he would not allow acting Head of State Chea Sim to sign on his behalf.
Following yesterday’s incident and the increased anti-Thai popular feelings, the proposed treaty with Vietnam could now meet with less resistance on
the part of the public opinion.
2- The Cambodian authorities manage to put the blame for yesterday’s riots on the opposition Sam Rainsy Party. Very shortly after the riots, Cambodian
Defense Minister Tea Banh told Thai General Yathip Vichit on the phone that the SRP was behind the anti-Thai demonstrations
3- Yesterday’s incident can be used as a pretext to suspend many civil and political rights, which would allow the Hun Sen government to:
– Crackdown on pro-democracy forces. Henceforth any pro-democracy demonstrations will be prohibited in the name of public order and national
security; the popular Beehive radio, which has been threatened many times in the past, can be closed down any time from now; the most vocal
nationalist students who have been organizing protests against violations of Cambodia’s territorial integrity by Thailand and Vietnam and who have
recently formed a new political party, will see their activities submitted to more stringent control before the signing of the above-mentioned border treaty
with Vietnam.
– Stifle the growing protest against shortcomings and irregularities in the voter registration process so as to eventually limit voter turnout and ensure
victory for the CPP at the July election (KI, 28 January). Efforts to inform potential voters and encourage them to go to register and attempts on the
part of the opposition, the civil society and the international community to redress election irregularities will be stifled, so that the CPP will be in a
position to manipulate the whole election process.
Statement from Sam Rainsy
The Sam Rainsy Party is the leading opposition party. Hun Sen has often blamed fallout from his political brinksmanship on Sam Rainsy.
HUN SEN’S TYPICAL TACTIC
Cambodian democrats may face possible arrest on trumped-up charges. This evening, Mom Sonando, a democrat and the most well-known and wellliked radio personality of Beehive radio, was detained by the Criminal Department of the Phnom Penh Municipal Police allegedly on a charge of
broadcasting false information that incited riots yesterday that led to the destruction of the Thai Embassy and other Thai interests in Phnom Penh.
These current developments are typical of Hun Sen’s tactics to clamp down on the opposition in the months leading up to the election. It is also a poor
attempt by Hun Sen to deflect blame from irresponsible comments he made in Kompong Cham on Monday, January 27, 2003, about “Morning Star,” a
Thai TV star.
On behalf of the Sam Rainsy Party (SRP) members, I condemn the acts of violence in the strongest terms. The SRP stands for non-violence and
encourages all friends of true democracy to stand with us.
Sam Rainsy
Leader of the Opposition

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Protesters sing the National Anthem in front of the Cambodian Embassy
Thais Protect Cambodian Embassy
On January 30, several hundred young people (mainly young men) men held a demonstration in front of the Cambodian Embassy on Rajadamri Road.
After the signage was torn off the front wall of the compound, the police, many in riot gear, cordoned off the sidewalk in front of the embassy.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Listening to a statement from the Royal Secretary
Thai king calms anti-Cambodian rally – Reuters, January 30, 2003
Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej stepped in to calm rising anti-Cambodian sentiment in Bangkok on Thursday after hundreds of Thais were airlifted
out of Phnom Penh following riots there. Police General Sant Sarutanonda told an angry mob of about 1,000 people gathered outside the Cambodian
embassy in central Bangkok that he had received a call from a royal secretary conveying the king’s call for calm. "Thais are now heroes in the
perception of the international community, we should not act like bandits," Sant told the rally quoting royal secretary Arsa Sarasin….

Stills from the tram videos
January 30, 2003
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Last updated January 30, 2003

Return to the Bangkok Tramways main page

A tram pulls into a depot. There is an ad on the front for Lion Shampoo.

A tram pulling out of the depot. The overhead connector has just snapped
off of the power lines and the conductor has to stop and reconnect it.

A conductor driving a tram.

A tram crossing a klong (canal).

A shot out of a car window.

Workmen repair tram cables.

Workmen stand aside from repairing tram power cables while a tram goes
by.

A two-car tram–note the second car is painted green underneath.

A tram passing another tram on Phra Athit Road.

A tram with a 7up ad (probably along Hua Lamphong canal, Rama IV Road).

A tram crossing a klong (canal). Note the sun shades.

Standing directly behind a conductor as a tram goes down Yaowaraj Road
on the Samsen Line.

Standing behind the conductor again. Note his hand on the bottom right
of the frame

Tram crossing a bridge.

Another bridge crossing.

Tram packed with school kids. Note the Fanta ad on the front.

More school kids on the tram.

A crowded road.

A locomotive glimpsed from a train window.

A locomotive puffing smoke.

New tracks being laid.

Singapore trolleybus (thanks to David Bowler for clarifying
this)
Thanks to Wisarut Bholsithi for help with
the photo descriptions
Do you, or perhaps your grandmother, remember the Bangkok
electric trams?
If you have any reminiscences please let
us know.
Return to the Bangkok Tramways main page

Enforced closing times for nightlife areas
February 12, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
New closing times
and development – February
12, 2003
By now most people have heard of the new nightspot closing
times:
All nightspots outside specified nightlife zones
will have to shut at midnight, while there will be some
exemptions inside the zones, of which Bangkok has three
— Patpong area, Ratchadapisek road and Royal City Avenue
(RCA). (Bangkok
Post)
In Bangkok, the zones designated for entertainment
venues cover the Patpong area and New Phetchaburi and
Ratchadaphisek Roads. (The
Nation)
The scuttlebutt going around is that the earlier
closing time also benefits vested interests who would
like to develop nightspot areas entangled in multiple
layers of leases. The new rules will make many nightspots
nonviable and help encourage redevelopment of those
areas.

Makha Bucha Day
February 17, 2003
Categories: Thai Holidays and Festivals
Makha
Bucha Day – February 17,
2003
The link goes to an informative page by The
Nation. It also shows a good example at
how the same Thai word can be written differently
in English. They transliterate the name of the
holiday as "Magha Puja."

Tabs of used cans to make artificial legs
February 18, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Tabs of used cans to make artificial legs – Bangkok Post, February 18, 2003
2bangkok.com has been sparring with skeptical foreigners over this issue since we first reported on it two years ago, but in Thailand collecting pulltabs is not just an
urban legend: …Yasuo Tsujihiro, vice-president of the Bangkok Can Manufacturing company, said it was a good idea to begin with the can tabs as his company was
not yet ready to collect used cans, which required more cleaning before recycling…

Left – Collection bucket at a Texaco Gas Station–the label reads something like "Donate your Brands lids to help
make artificial limbs. The more you drink, the more ‘boon’ you receive. " ‘Boon’ being a Buddhist concept for
making merit.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Not an urban legend (at least in Thailand)… – March 22, 2001
An urban legend makes the leap into reality!
All over Thailand people have been collecting pulltabs because of the "special metal" in them that can be used to make artificial limbs for Cambodian mine victims.
This practice sounds like the well-known urban legend in the West where good-hearted people collect pulltabs to redeem for wheelchairs or dialysis machines. See
here (offsite) for the story.
However, in Thailand it is not an urban legend. We spoke to the Public Relations Department at Seleboss, the local company that produces Brands Essence of
Chicken (condensed chicken soup in a small jar that you drink). They said a charity/foundation in Chiang Mai allied with the Medical Science University of Chiang
Mai University is collecting pulltabs from soda cans and lids from Brands jars to make artificial limbs for Cambodians. While there is no "special metal" in pulltabs,
the foundation does not want entire cans.
Why not collect the whole can? The foundation does not have a "melter" capable of handling the volume of aluminum in a single can and they don’t have a shredder
capable of shredding the full can into pieces they could melt. It seems pulltabs are the perfect size for the equipment they have and the volume they can deal with.
Here is the webpage Brands has describing the program.
Here are two real Thai urban legends-> Myron Kropp’s recital in Bangkok & the Thai Starbucks Legend (both offsite)

State Dept. Warns Americans Not To Act Like Americans
February 18, 2003
Categories: Humor

Humor:
State Dept. Warns Americans
Not To Act Like Americans
– BBspot, February 18, 2003
This is not too far from the truth. 2b
was at a State Department briefing
in
Bangkok last week where they
advised US
citizens to get red covers for their
blue
American passports so they would
Above: "The US
look
Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand proudly displays
like they were from the EU.
the red, white and blue flag of France."

The Sukumvit Soi 10 destruction
February 21, 2003
Categories: Chuwit Kamolvisit
What
others think of the Sukumvit Square destruction
– Channel NewsAsia, February
6, 2003
Interesting Singapore-based opinion about the
Sukumvit Square demolition: ….The incident
provides a lesson in what happens when legal
systems are weak — people lose patience
and take the law into their own hands. To a
large degree, it’s the difference in legal
systems that explains why Singapore enjoys a
per capita income more than four times that
enjoyed by Thailand. When judges are well-paid
and courts are well-resourced, everyone is prepared
to put his or her faith in the judicial system.
But not in Thailand….
The Sukumvit Soi 10 destruction
– March 15, 2003
Frank Paschold
has posted
some pics of the Sukumvit Soi 10 site
taken 5 to 7 hours after the destruction.

Nations racing to embrace GM crops
February 22, 2003
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Nations
racing to embrace GM crops
– New York Times, February 22, 2003
…The three most populous countries in Asia
— China, India and Indonesia — are
already planting millions of acres of genetically
modified cotton. Several other large Asian countries,
including Japan, Thailand, the Philippines and
Malaysia, are earmarking billions of dollars
for private and government-sponsored research
on biotech crops…. pirated seeds are believed
to be in wide use today in Thailand and Pakistan…
BTW: Here’s a good Straight Dope column
explaining the pros
and cons of GM foods.

Erawan Shrine – Samrong Tai
February 23, 2003
Categories: Buildings

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A new Erawan Shrine (Samrong Tai) is being constructed just beyond Sukumvit Soi 117 outside of Bangkok, Thailand (about halfway to Samut Prakan). It is located
near where road 3109 branches off north from Sukumvit Road. It was initiated by the late Lek Viriyaphan, the owner of Thonburi Automobile (the agent for
Daimler-Benz in Thailand) and Viriya Insurance. He also is responsible for Muang Boran, the Samut Prakarn Crocodile Farm, and the Sanctuary of Truth. Note that
Highway 3109 near the Elephant shrine is the road that substitutes for the old Paknam Railway line.
Update – November 13, 2001 – Since this page was posted in 1999, the pedestal the figure stands on has been finished and the wall in front of the site has been
painted. Other than that, everything seems pretty much the same. The grounds are still closed, but a makeshift shrine has been erected directly in front of the figure
on the street. If you pull up in front of the shrine, people dash out into the street in front of the car or taxi to stop it and try to get you to buy incense or other
offerings. This type of frantic salesperson is very unusual for Thailand and remind us of the annoying vendors at Angkor Wat or the Great Wall of China.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The decoration of the shrine is expected to be completed in 5-6 years.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
It would be nice if the power lines could be rerouted to enable an unobstructed view.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The photos taken from the street make the shrine appear smaller than it actually is. This photo, taken from road 3109 a few hundred meters away, shows that the
topmost electrical line only reaches to the elephant’s knee.
Getting lottery numbers at the Erawan Shrine – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from a local Thai newspaper, February 23, 2003
At Poochao Samingprai Intersection and Charakhe curve, you will a big sign for Mecedes-Benz (Thonburi Automobile Assembly Co. Ltd.) and a gigantic Erawan
(3-headed elephant) Shrine. If you pass through the shrine, you will see smoke from jolt sticks and candles as well as people from all directions coming to pay
homage to the elephants since the shrine also gives "lucky numbers" to win the government Lotto. This first started with construction workers and then for other
people. The lucky numbers seem to come out of the air when you take a look at the elephant head for a long time–which usually results in striking the Lotto.
Therefore, there it is no surprise to see lots of people gathering at the Shrine on the 1st and the 16th day of each month to get lucky numbers.
The construction was started by the late Phakphian Viriyaphan (AKA Siah Lek Viriyaphan – owner of Muang Boran). Initially, Siah Lek wanted to set up the shrine
to be a museum to display historical artifacts from his collection to the public. The construction started on October 19, 1994.

The elephant is as high as 17-floor building (50-meter–the same height as Victory Monument). The elephant heads are 10 times as large as real elephants. There is a
cylindrical building under the elephant’s feet. There are two helix stairs at the center of the building.
The elephant is made from pure copper sheets that cover a steel structure. Copper sheets were welded together. The model for the shrine was to use real elephants so
as to render Erawan as realistic as possible. The area around the shrine was created to be a new public park with trees, waterfall, and canals.
Every night, security will always find those who park their luxury cars and come to pay tribute to the shrine by taking off their clothes to dance. Sometimes, those
who ride in luxury cars will hire traditional drama players to dance and create dramas for seven days and seven nights.
People pay homage with flowers, jolt sticks, candles, garlands, bananas, sugar cane, and other kinds of fruit. Sometimes, the donated fruit is enough to feed deers,
monkeys, and elephants in Muang Boran. And it can also be donated to the orphans.

Last coup remembered
February 24, 2003
Categories: 1991 Coup
Last coup remembered – Bangkok Post, February 24, 2003

Customs targeting gem fair participants?
February 24, 2003
Customs
targeting gem fair participants?
– February 24, 2003
We have had two reports from exhibitors in the
upcoming Bangkok
Gems and Jewelry Fair (Feb. 26-Mar. 2) of
being thoroughly searched at Don Muang Airport.
In both cases the officers informed the travelers
that they had received orders from the government
to pay special attention to show participants
as taxes and fines on the samples brought in
for the fair are a good source of income for
the country. In one case the officer also volunteered
they had renewed orders to pay close attention
to Thai women likely to have gone on shopping
sprees overseas. 2b asked the information section
of Customs about this. An officer who did not
wish to be named said he did not believe there
were any new or special orders like this and
that the officers were just performing their
normal duties.

What happened to 95.5 FMX?
February 26, 2003
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What
happened to 95.5 FMX?
– February 26, 2003
Many people have been asking what happened to
the Thai radio station 95.5 FMX. It changed
format recently.
…BEC-Tero, a subsidiary of Channel 3 television
operator BEC World Plc, holds a 51% share in
the joint-venture company while the British
group, owned by tycoon Sir Richard Branson,
has 49%…
We wonder which partner in the deal has
more influence.
…Yesterday, Virgin BEC-Tero relaunched two
stations, 95.5 FM Virgin Hitz and Virgin Soft
FM 89. The first station, Virgin Smooth FM105,
made its debut in November…. “Our competitors
won’t like this, but we’ll be stealing business
from them,” said Mr Craissati, adding that
Virgin was a world expert in innovation. Virgin
BEC-Tero also planned to launch its fourth station,
FM 105.5 when the time was appropriate…
So the bottom line is that local stations
are being eaten up by foreign conglomerates
wishing to establish a presence here.
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MASTER PLAN NEWS 2003 January-August
This section contains news of the Master Plan, overall Bangkok development, the Bangkok Governor’s development plans, and articles about interconnecting mass
transit projects.
Mass Transit News main page
B900bn for rail in next five years – Bangkok Post, August 29, 2003
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has plans to spend 900 billion baht on rail networks nationwide over the next five years… The prime minister wants 500 billion
baht to go on railway extensions in Bangkok and the other 400 billion baht to double railway tracks from Bangkok to all regions… Reviving elevated trains under
the old Hopewell project is also part of the plan. The railway changes in Bangkok were previously scheduled for completion in 2021… "I don’t want the investment
to reach 900 billion baht. It must be lower eventually," Mr Thaksin said. Interested investors, excessive liquidity at financial institutions and financial support from
the state should ensure a 2007 finish.
The Nation has basically the exact story, but adds: "We just came up with a rough Bt900 billion investment figure. In fact, with modern technology and lower
construction costs, we should use less money than this budget," Thaksin said.
Financing sources include the Energy Conservation Fund, the Oil Fund, plus national budget and car registration fees. Private firms will be asked to participate in
the mega-project by contributing their own resources and borrowings…
Energy Minister Prommin Lertsuridej said energy demand in relation to economic growth should fall significantly over the decade between 2007 and 2017, during
which time energy savings of Bt3.1 trillion would be realised from the improved mass-transport system.
The country is now heavily dependent on petroleum imports for domestic energy needs. Foreign oil accounts for 12 per cent of all imports, making the country
vulnerable to oil shocks.
Roundtable discussion on solutions to Bangkok traffic – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Siamturakij, No. 452, August 10-16, 2003
The number of cars is increasing due to the economic recovery–817 new cars a days up from 590 new cars a day in 1997, and 200 cars a day during the recession.
However, new roads have increased 1% during the same period despite of the fact that 70% of the transportation budget have gone into road construction and
maintenance. 10% is for mass transit and the other 20% for administration cost. No wonder that the mass transit systems are in such a messy situation.
The Traffic Policy Office reported:
1) New expressways for northwest part of Bangkok (Upper Thonburi from Rama VII Bridge to Phra Pinklao) linking with the rest of expressway system are in
urgent need and have to be implemented as soon as possible at very cheap price.
2) The new master plan calls for 200-km of new mass transit system within 20 years, but premier Thaksin have spurred the project by asking for 100 km of new
mass transit lines to be done in 5 years and complete the 200 km in 10 year–massive construction indeed which would require privatization of SRT (sell to EGAT,
MEA or PEA as well as the foreign partners to electrify the system)
3) Bangkok needs new minor roads connecting with major roads to break all the dead ends. Also new road construction, but the people from neighborhoods have
raised their fists to say "don’t evict us from our land! We did no wrong which causes you to punish us like this!" Also required is a new road connecting Western
Kanchanaphisek with Eastern Kanchanaphisek from Bang Yai to Ram Indra.
The BMA Traffic Bureau reported:
Thaweesak Loedpraphan said that the current 23.5 km of BTSC Skytrain is definitely not enough. Taksin and Samrong extension will be one of many answers for
the system expansion.
The first phase of Taksin Extension will be done in December 2004 while the 2nd phase will be done in December 2006.
Somrong extension will be done in December 2006. BMA also considers Paknam Extension to be started in 2007 and finished in 2010 with cooperation from Samut
Prakarn City Hall. Paknam extension will enable to Skytrain to reach the new park and ride facility on land belonging to the Treasury Dept–not far from Paknam
City Hall–and pick up many potential passengers from Samut Prakarn and Phra Padaeng.
For the case of Phaholyothin Extension, the cabinet initially wants Skytrain to terminate at Ratchayothin . However, complains from people in Kaset as well as
northern Bangkok have forced Governor Samak to ask the cabinet for approval for the northern extension from Mochit to Saphan Mai and then Lam Lookka .
For the case of the Suvannabhum Airport Line, this will complement the government Red Line SA Air City Line -> will be built after Airport Express and Airport
Commuter line becomes a reality.
Suvannabhum Airport Line will go from Onnut which will go along U-Shape pillars until it passes Sri Nut Intersection . After that, the line will be supported by Y
shape pillars .
Since this will not be enough, the 82.5 km Bangkok Ring Railway from Kae Rai Intersection to go along Ngam Wongwan Road, Kaset–Nawamin Road to Bang
Kapi and then Sri Nakharin to Theparak to Poocah Samingphrai before going into an underwater tunnel at Nakhon Khenkhan, Bang Mod, and then PhetkasemRatthathibet to end up at Kae Rai. If Bangkok Ring Railway becomes a reality, it will allow Bangkokian to go from one end to another (Kaset – Thepahrak,
Phetkasem – Bangkapi) within 45 minutes.
The initial price for tickets would be 15 baht (but more likely to to be inline with Skytrain rates so that it will allow the ticket integration) so that the round trip will
be within 40 baht range. Park and rides along the ring would be constructed as well.
After the Ring railway is opened for service, BMA will consider limiting the numbers of cars entering the Bangkok area.
Land development around Eastern Bangkok from Onnut, Suan Luang, Minburi Prawet, and Lad Krabang are also in need to accommodate those air business
workers and suburbanites who move from Don Maung to NBIA. The new Skytrain line to NBIA via Onnut and the eastern part OT Bangkok Ring Railway will be
the main arteries for them to the rest of Bangkok.
Bangkok also needs both branch lines and feeder monorail lines to pick up passengers not in the area long the main lines (Samrong Extension, Paknam Extension,
Taksin Extension, Phetkasem Extension, Ratchayothin Extension, the future Bangkok Ring, and future Suvannabhum Lines) since feeder buses seem do a lousy job
at that.
Some members of the BMA City Council want to ask army units (not the Royal Guard Units) to move from away from Bangkok to have a new HQ in places like
Lopburi (a military town). They even want to move the Air Force from Donmaung to Khorat Airforce Base. The RTAF HQ and the Air Security Unit (Royal Guard)
must be in Bangkok area.

After the army moves to Lopburi, BMA will have new land plots for parks, a new National Assembly, as well as areas for commercial development. However, many
Bangkokians are desperate for more parks and they really feel loathsome about greedy developers who gobble land that is supposed to be new parks.
Furthermore, the traffic rules have to be fully reinforced.
The members of the BMA city council also complain about red tape which prevents BMA from implementing the Skytrain extensions to meet the local demand.
Furthermore, the conflicts of interests have dragged down the Lad Phrao Elevated Way. The members of the BMA City Council want to ask Premier Thaksin to use
his power to make a final judgments for those projects.
Pol. Gen. Salang Boonnag (former secretariat for the Royal Project for Traffic Solutions) told to the members of BMA city council and representative from Traffic
Office that old roads, canals and the tram system during King Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravut were working very well. However the tram was abandoned, canals
have been filled up for new roads, and there was poor policy during the 1970s which wanted to move cars instead of moving people–even though such a policy has
given birth to the expressway system.
Pol. Gen. Salang Boonnag also asked BMA to implement a new 11.3-km LRT system (the revival of Lavaline Route to Makkasan via Maenam Railway line) by
going from Ploenchit to Makkasan via the area under the expressway. After reaching Makkasan, the new line must go underground and run parallel to the Eastern
Railway to Yommaraj. Yommaraj will be an interchange from the line to Hua Lamphong and then Wongwian Yai via Si Phraya, the Northern Commuter to Rangsit,
the line from to Bangkok Noy via Lan Luang, Rachadamnoen and Sanam Luang.
For the line that goes to Hua Lamphong, it goes further from Yaowaraj Road, Chakkrawat Road, Bumrung Maung Road and meets with Ratchadamnoen line at
Sanam Luang.
Pol. Gen. Salang Boonnag expressed the opinion that the price for constructing the 11.3-km tunnel and ramp might be too much for BMA to implement.
Since the 11.3 km line is connecting the 3 major railway terminals, it will get more passengers from those who commute via the SRT commuter lines -> nearly
170km of track… thus this 11.3 km of lines might end any further need for 200 km Mass Transit lines with a price tag of 730 billion baht (except for the Airport
Link and the Commuter Lines (Hopewell revival) which allow 3-minute headway during the rush hours).
Furthermore, this 11.3 km line will keep the status of Sanam Luang as a major bus terminal.
For the Phetkasem extension of the Skytrain (to be done in early 2007), the area from Tha Phra (near Talad Ploo Station of Maklong Railway), could become a
terminal.
Pol. Gen. Salang wants to remove all intercity lines as well as the commuter lines to have the terminals in suburbs such as Rangsit and elevate LRT lines. Skytrain
lines along railway lines would function as connecting lines between terminals.
Pol. Gen Salang asks BMA to negotiate with the Expressway Authority to construct two new Skytrain lines along expressways and the new Interchange stations for
convenient interchange to the new lines:
1) Chaeng Watthana – Bang Klo – Rama IX Bridge – Pracha Uthit . Otherwise, the ferry across Chaoprha is in needed.
2) Ram Indra – At Narong – Sanphawut – Old Paknam Railway Road – Samrong Tai (if Paknam Road is too narrow, the line along the new expressway from Bang
Na to Paknam would be fine)
These two lines will make the combination of expressway/mass transit system -> a fetish though of the 1960’s – to become a reality.
Commentary by Wisarut: Old General Salang may have no clue at all that many people live along the major roads instead of the railway lines. Forcing them the
movement of people to the suburbs from major inner-city roads is as tough as moving a mountain with bare hands.
Furthermore, Old General Sarang has no clue about the daunting tasks for digging a tunnel from Makkasan to Bangkok Noy since he uses the mindset that "shallow
tunnels would be fine!" However, obstructions such as the MWA pipelines, sewage lines, and flyover pillars forced MRTA to dig subway tunnels as deep as 30
meters from the surface!
Most people no longer live from Paknam along the Old Paknam Railway Road… they live along Sri Nakharin, Sukhumvit and Thepharak Roads instead. Old
General Salang thinks things are the same as the days when the old Paknam Railway was still in service.
Police Gen. Salang seems to have no idea that Ram Khamhaeng is a major magnet that needs a mass transit line (the Orange line subway)… and what about
Yaowaraj? And Saphan Khao Maen Sri and Bumrung Mueng no longer have the status they used to.
Also the ring line he suggests is too small and does not connect with other lines very well. He still thinks the city has too many people and does not understand the
size of suburbs. Discuss this in our forum

More details on the Lad Phrao Elevated Way – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Prachachart Thurakij, August 11-13, 2003
BMA and the Expressway Authority agreed to connect the proposed Lad Phrao Elevated Way (Lad Phrao – Bangkapi – Kanchanaphisek) and the Rama VI
Expressway (Bangsue – Rama Vi – Borom Ratchonnanee) to facilitate traffic from Northern Thonburi and Nakhon Pathom to reach the NBIA. However, the final
connecting point at the tollway has not been finalized yet – either at lad Phrao Intersection or the Ratchavibha Intersection…
Such a connection forced the budget from Lad Phrao Elevated Way to balloon from 1.4 billion baht to more than 5 billion baht since BMA needs to expropriate land
for the connection to avoid interfering with the subway and skytrain routes, and BMA needs to redesign the elevated ways, install toll gates, and draft new a TOR to
attract contractors.
According to the plan, BMA will install bus stops for express buses on the elevated way every 500 meters. This plan will end any further need for a Yellow line LRT
or MRT.
However, the major obstacle is the 1.5-m radius MWA water pipeline along Lad Phrao Road which was installed by MWA about 20 years ago. To move such a 10km long pipeline from the middle of the road, BMA needs to close Lad Phrao Road for the traffic for at least a year.
Commentary by Wisarut: I do not think the Express Bus on the elevated way will work. There was an attempt to set up a new bus station in the middle of Lad
Phrao Road and Narathiwat Road so that the bus will function as an express bus, but it utterly failed.
Notes on the airport high-speed train – July 30, 2003
Wisarut Bholsithi writes: After taking at look at the model high speed rail from SRT (photo below), I would say that it is the DESIRO Commuter and Regional Train

which Siemens has produced for use in Germany as well as for export.
If Suriya and Thaksin really want to have a high speed train for Bangkok (Bangsue) to Nakorn Ratchasima (either Nakhon Ratchasima Station or Thanon Chira
Junction), Siemens trains such as ICE (Intercity Express Train – ICE, ICE2, ICE3, ICE5, VERALO or VENTURIO) which has a maximum speed of 250-300 km/hr
– enough to compete with domestic airlines.
DESIRO is IDEAL for the Suvanabhumi Airport Link due to the short distance (25 km from Makkasan -NBIA, 27 km for Phyathai-NBIA Commuter, or even about
40 km from Bangsue to NBIA, 50 km from Donmaung to NBIA, and 60 km from Rangsit to NBIA in the future).
SRT was going to use the DESIRO to implement the Red Line (the Hopewell system) in the same way Malaysia has used DESIRO to implement the 57-km KLIA
Airport Express to KLIA (Kuala Lumpur International Airport). So it is not a surprise that SRT wants to use that type to train for the airport link.
For the case of ICE and DESIRO, there’s more info at the Siemens website:
1) Siemens’ Intercity Express
2) Siemens’ DESIRO Commuter and Regional Train
Also: According to Siemens, BTS Skytrain rolling stock requires power of 230 KVA–a very high current due to the fact that the rolling stock body of Skytrain is
about 1445 kg (1.445 metric tons).
Siemens used Taipei MRT rolling stocks as a prototype for the BTS Skytrain rolling stock. Half of Siemens’ rolling stock for Taipei MRT was assembled in Taiwan
to gain the technology know how as well as to cut down operation cost.
Siemens holds 95% of Taipei MRT stock and the company expects to do the same for the Bangkok Mass Transit System Integration.

Pas of Bangkok Highrises scanned this photo of a railway official holding a model of the proposed
electric train linking the new airport (Bangkok Post, July 15 2003)

A trip on the Maeklong Commuter – August 2, 2003
High-speed train to Khorat – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thansetthakij, July 27-30, 2003
There are two route options for the high-speed rail from Bangkok to Khorat to avoid a ‘mountain’ section
1) Bangkok – Nong Khae – Pak Chong – Khorat
2) BANGKOK – Nakhon Nayok – Khorat
The second option has lots of opposition. For the case of Pakchong, the government will have to ask the 2nd Army to move their ordinance as well as the military
units make the way for the station. In Khorat, SRT land between Nakhon Ratchasima Station and Thanon Jira Junction or even some part of the 2nd Army
Headquarters Area can be used to construct the new Nakhon Ratchasima Station which is close to downtown Khorat.
The government said the average speed for this train would be 180 km/hr and the route would be about 150-180 km (Bangkok to Khorat within 45 minutes -> as fast
as the airplane). The ticket price would be 600 baht (compared with a plane ticket of 1200 baht).
Commentary by Wisarut: It appears the train type would be Desiro. If the government really wants to create a high speed rail of 180 km/hr or more, they should do
the following things:
1) Use the 60 kg/m high resistant rails (the standard rail for Shinkansen) -> the current 50 kg/m rails used by SRT are not enough.
2) The 25-m bar of these 60 kg/m high resistant rails must be welded together into 4000-m rails for smooth operation
3) Electric lines of 25 KV with transformers must be installed
4) To finance this project, SRT must be privatized.
5) Grant investment privileges for existing as well as new industries relating to high speed rails (steel rail production) so that their will be the domestic industrial
bases to support the network expansions of high speed rails in the future.
6) If the government insists using DESIRO types of rail cars instead of ICE, TGV or mini Shinkansen, this must be modified to have lighter weight so speed can
average 180 km/hr.
Southern high-speed train – July 28, 2003
Pas of Bangkok Highrises points out: I found this announcement at SRT’s website: call for a feasibility on a proposed high-speed train (southern route) between
Bangkok and Padangbesar, near the Malaysian border. The page doesn’t say if/when the bidding has finished…
State Railway Authority of Thailand (SRT) a haven for mass corruption – The Nation, July 28, 2003
Thai Rak Thai Party MP Prachuap Ungpakorn asked him to clarify suspicions that the wife of a top-level SRT official had received kickbacks over a project to build
a short railway route from Bangkok’s Wong Wian Yai to Samut Songkhram
Prachuap also alleged there was massive corruption in the leasing of Chatuchak Weekend Market to vendors. He said some Bt100 million should be generated from
the leases each year, but the state agency was only receiving around Bt800,000 annually.
Democrat MP Somboon Uthaiwiankul asked Jitsanti if a train once used for mobile Cabinet meetings and now used as a public service had generated income for the
SRT. The governor once again declined to answer.
The Southern Bangkok Terminal at Bang Wah – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Manager Weekly, July 25, 2003
Traffic Policy Office is pushing very hard for the Southern Bangkok Transportation Center at Bang Wah. BMA will be the owner of this center, thus BMA will be in
charge of land expropriation and construction of the infrastructure. It will take 10 years to become a reality if the government has a strong commitment to the
project.
In the near future, the mass transit system network will create 3 Bangkok transportation centers which could become real golden land for business centers.
1) Northern Bangkok Transportation Center at Phaholyothin (Bangsue)
2) Eastern Bangkok Transportation Center at Makkasan
3) Southern Bangkok Transportation center at Bang Wah (Taksin)
So far, the first two centers have not materialized yet despite the fact that they are on SRT land–the public land and thus easy to develop. The Southern Bangkok
Transportation center is even harder to develop into a business and transportation center since most of the land plots are private land for agriculture.
The overall area for Southern Bangkok Transportation center at Bang Wah is 8 sq km (5000 rai), but the first phase would be built on the first 2 sq km (1250 rai) –
the place where the Skytrain, Subway and Maeklong Railway cross.
There are 2 ways for BMA to handle the land acquisition
1) Public investment on infrastructure
2) Private Investment
It would take 10 years to develop this area due to the continual Skytrain-Subway extensions and the double tracking of Maeklong Railway (Mahachai Section) in the
future.
Southern Bangkok Transportation center at Bang Wah was initially proposed by OCMLT and Traffic Policy Office revived the plan. It will cover the area around

Taksin-Phetkasem Road, and area between Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road and Phetkasem Road – the area where the Skytrain-Subway and Maeklong Railway
Intersect. This project was proposed to cut heavy traffic across Chao Phraya since 80% of jobs for Thonburi people are on the Bangkok side even though there and
there are 2.5-3.5 million people who live on the Thonburi side of Bangkok. The Transportation and Business Center at Bangkwah will allow Thonburi people to
work close to their homes with no need to go across Chaophraya by bus, car, ferry, or express boat.
Furthermore, there is a proposal to construct the bridge from Mae Klong to connect with the Southern railway at Pak Tho. The bridge would connect the Mahachai
section and Mae Klong section to allow system integration and the final bridge so the Maeklogn Railway could connect with Hua Lamphong. However it would
require major land expropriation to do so.
Furthermore, BMA asked Krungthep Thanakhom to study the Land Bank plan (finished in 2001) which allows the government to purchase the land at a cheap price
before land development – which is better than land expropriation. After the development, BMA could sell the developed land at higher prices to the private firms to
make a profit to finance the project instead of relying on the annual budget. The land bank plan has been applied extensively in Germany and Sweden.
The new 2004 city plan also asks BMA to allow the modification of land allocations to be in line with future plans. If the proposed line follows the new masterplan,
the Traffic Policy Office will asks BMA to issue the plan for the Southern Bangkok Transportation center at Bang Wah.
It is possible to apply the city planning law to acquire areas which have less density while those with higher density still need land expropriation. BMA and Traffic
Office are planning the budget to handle the projects.
The plan for the Southern Bangkok Transportation center at Bang Wah could be done within 1 year without waiting for the new city plan in 2004. The plan will
cover the first 4 sq km (2500 rai).
According to the studies, the payoff for this project is 500% of the investment. Furthermore, this Southern Bangkok Transportation center will the first integrated
transportation system with land management and development at the same time.
The economic recession of 1997-2001 has forbidden BMA from handling the Southern Bangkok Transportation center at Bang Wah project due to the lack of funds.
Initially, BMA will expropriate the land but the plan has not been materialized yet. For the land management Act, it is just passed by the House of Representatives, it
is a better deal than the land expropriation which is too harsh. The land management plan will allow landowners to participate in the deal and boost the land value at
least 300% compared to the current level. However, BMA needs the central government to help BMA to start this muiltibillion dollar project.
Traffic Office approves BMA to construct the Lad Phrao Elevated Way with conditions attached – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from
Dailynews, July 11, 2003
After the meeting between the Traffic Committee headed by Premier Thaksin and the BMA on July 4, the Traffic Office has given approval for BMA to construct
the Lad Phrao Elevated Way – with the following conditions attached:
1) That it be a long elevated way from Soi Phawana to Bangkapi Intersection – lowest point at Pradit Manootham Road intersecting with Lad Phrao Road.
2) That it allow intercity buses and vans to use the elevated way and allow the Yellow Line Mass Transit System (the subway) to be constructed along the elevated
way.
3) That it connect with Rama VI Expressway (a substitute to Phyathai – Phutthamonthon Expressway) which will connect with Boromrajchonnanee Elevated Way at
one end.
Commentary by Wisarut: Long elevated way will allows intercity bus from Mochit 2 to head eastward to Chachoengsao and Rayong without itnerruption at
Bangkapi as well as other intersections.
If Ladphrao elevated way could accommodate the elevated Yellow line, we would like to see if the Orange line could be elevated from Lam Salee to Ramkhamhaeng
21 without demolishing the Ramkhamhaeng elevated way.
The Blue line subway (Hua Lamphong – Lumphinee section) has shown that it is possible to construction along (under) the Thai-Japan Flyover, but we are not sure
how much it would cost if MRTA were to dug a subway tunnel from Lamsalee to MRTA Depot.
Connecting the Lad Phrao Elevated way from Soi Phawana to the future Rama VI Expressway will have to pass through Ratchadaphisek Road to Bangsue via
Ratchayothin Intersection and Ratchawipha Intersection. Not much a problem from Bangsue to Ratchawipha, but problems will arise from Ratchawipha Intersection
to Soi Phawana (Lad Phrao Road). Either land exapropriation is necessary or it would have to go along Ratchadaphisek. Nevertheless, it will allow more cars to go
to Donmuang Tollway as well as the 2nd stage expressway and help Donmuang Tollway stay afloat.
Siemens keen to vie for new routes – Bangkok Post, July 17, 2003
Regular 2Bangkok.com readers will have read about this last week (Siemens says it wants to bid for Bangkok mass transit integration too, translated and
summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Transport Journal, July 7-14, 2003). The Post also omits the reason Siemens made these statements: they were in response to
earlier comments from Ministry of Transport and Communication officials that Canadian company Bombadier would be a "clear winner" and the only company in
the race to integrate Bangkok mass transit (Bombadier has the best chance to integrate Bangkok mass transit, translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from
Thansetthakij, July 10-12, 2003).
Siemens says it wants to bid for Bangkok mass transit integration too – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Transport Journal, July 7-14, 2003
Despite rumors from MOTC that only Bombadier will be the sole winner to integrated Bangkok mass transit, Siemens (Thailand) said it will fight to get a new bid
for Mass Transit System Integration and Expansion after successfully grabbing Skytrain and Subway projects due to their healthy financial status as well as the
professionalism. Herrn Dither Stingle (Deputy Senior Director and the director of Siemens Transportation Groups) informed correspondent from Transport Journal
about issues relating to Siemens Transportation Systems Group.
Siemens Transportation Systems Group already received orders from BMCL to produce 19 sets of 3-car subway rolling stock (Heavy Rail) at the price of 350
million Euro (then 14 billion baht-now 15.4 billion baht) for the blue line subway at the end of 2001. The cars will be delivered to Thailand in October 2003.
Furthermore, the signal, power, communication, and other equipment for the MRTA maintenance center with 10 years contract for maintenance and management
was also purchased from Siemens. The subway deals are the second successful deals in Thailand after the Skytrain deal with BTSC.
Siemens is the company with expertise in electronics up to international standard for more than 150 years. The company opened an office in Thailand in October
1995, after relying on B. Grimm Group to enter into Thailand in 1900. They still keep ties with B Grimm Group even after opening a Bangkok Office which
employs 1700.
There are 5 core business for Siemens (Thailand)
1) Automation and Control Systems for Building and Industry
2) Information Technology and Communication -> Siemens Mobile phones, Signal Installation for SRT in 1970
3) Medical Instruments -> CT Scan and MRI
4) Power Plants
5) Transportation Systems -> BTSC and MRTA
Initially, Siemens, lead by Herrn. Stingle, was working with Hopewell to implement the Hopewell project via BGrimm, but this was a utter failure. However,
Siemens successfully implemented the Skytrain Project and Subway system later on so Siemens will be back to fight for the Bangkok system integration project
which includes the revitalization of the Hopewell project and an Airport Link in addition to Skytrain-Subway integration.
For the Airport Link, Siemens has worked on the 57-km KLIA Express (KL Sentral – KLIA) with commuter rail system (5 stations). The KLIA Express and
Commuter uses 4-car rolling stock (Desiro Type). The KLIA version has 156 seats per car with no standing, but the commuter version has 4 flip up seats for the
handicapped, and 144 seats per car and 396 can stand. Desiro Types could be expanded to 8-car types by either connecting two original sets together or making new
8-car sets. ERL (KLIA Express) lines run every 10-15 minutes while the commuter (CRS) will run every 30 minutes.
Since they have the Subway and Skytrain under their belt already, Siemens has a strong determination to deal with the system expansion and integration projects so
as to keep the status of market leadership by experience. It is not considered as a monopoly at all because participation in both Skytrain and Subway project were
won by bids with fair competition.
Herrn Stingle said the company could not give more details on system integration until the government has a much clearer policy about transportation systems.
Siemens Transportation Systems Group has introduced the product and comprehensive services to control mass transit systems such as the main tracks, power lines,
turnkey projects, heavy rail, light rail, locomotives, and rolling stock. For the 2001/2002 budget year, Siemens Transportation System Group has revenue from
selling products at 4.37 billion Euros–a 9% increase.

Bombadier has the best chance to integrate Bangkok mass transit – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thansetthakij, July 10-12, 2003
Dr. Khamroblux Suratsawadee (Director of Traffic Policy Office, MOTC) told the press that the 129.7-km integrated Mass Transit system will have a budget of 150
billion baht.
To cut down public debt, the private sector will handle the integrated systems. If the private sector thinks that a 130-km system is still not worth investing in, the
public sectors will subsidize in the project. For example, if a company wants to freeze tickets at 10 baht instead of 30-40 baht, the government will pay the rest to
ensure that the company could freeze the price at 10 baht. The subsidies will last for 25-30 years.
So far, there are very few companies in the world which have the resources to handle both production and management of mass transit systems. The Canadian
company Bombadier Transport has both resources and determination to undertake such mammoth tasks since the company has had contacts with MOTC several
times. Bombadier has paid to show MOTC officers to see the way they handle railways and mass transit systems in England (London, United Kingdom – Central
Line, Nottingham Express Transit Tram, DEMU Voyager, DMU Turbo Star, EMU Electrostar, and TGV ).
Even though Siemens AG is another group with the ability to handle the production and management of mass transit system, the company declines to take a major
part (production and management) of the system integration project. Siemens AG would take only a minority part as a supplier for an integration project – just
supply the resources to support Bombadier to ensure smooth system integration. So, Bombadier is a clear winner.
PM Thaksin want to tighten the schedule for system integration and expansion from 20 years (2002-2021) to be done in 5 years!
First Phase – The Main Lines – 111.93 km
1) SRT Red Line Commuter – 79.44 km (replacement of Hopewell) -> 140.624 billion baht
2) MRTA Southern extension of Blue line Subway – 13.8 km, 32.495 billion baht
3) BTSC Skytrain Extensions (Taksin Phase 1, Taksin Phase 2, Samrong, and Ratchayothin) 18.69 km, 29.77 billion baht
2nd Phase – The Line Development
1) MRTA Northern Extension and MRTA Ring Subway – 42.2 km, 60.04 billion baht
2) Skytrain Extensions (Lam Lookka Extension – Sanam Luang Extension) 20.28 km, 45.442 billion baht
3) MRTA Orange Line 31.75 km – 98.201 billion baht (Thai Cultural Center – Minburi)
Commentary by Wisarut: Note that the Thansetthakij correspondent did not separate SRT commuter lines into two phases as the way that it is planned.
The massive expansion of Skytrain, Subway System, and SRT commuter train would definitely spark a major real estate boom, but that would need to be handled
carefully or they could face another 1997 recession on a much larger scale.
Bombadier has strong experience to handle massive tasks such as the modernization of the NY subway. We hope that they would be able to handle such massive
tasks with similar spectacular success in Thailand.
The token readers and vending machines at MRTA subway station must be replaced with magnetic card readers at the turnstiles and magnetic card vending
machines. The integrated smart card also need to be install to ensure system integration.
Memo to the transport minister–Use mass transit system to wage war on traffic jams! – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Transport and
Travel Journal, June 30, 2003
MOTC is heading the right way in adding 100 km more Skytrain and subway routes within 10 years according to the the master plan of the Traffic Office.
Dr. Samart Ratpolasit (the head of the Traffic Subcommittee and Traffic Engineer, Engineering Society of Thailand – graduate from Chiangmai University and
received Ph.D. from Tokyo University) said he agreed in principle with the plans. However, he still worries about the details of the actual implementation.
Dr. Samart said the new routes must go out of the cities to suburbs–especially the western side of the Chaophraya River (Thonburi, Phrapadaeng, Bang Yai and Bang
Buathong) since there very few routes to those places. Routes inside the city are not enough–they must spread in all directions.
Dr. Samart also mentioned that the Bangkok Ring Railway of Governor Samak should be put under serious consideration since it would connect Bangyai, Bang
Buathong, Lam Lookka, Bangkapi, Ram Indra and Minburi with the other mass transit systems. However, the radius lines such as the Phaholyothin extension of the
Skytrain, Samrong extensions, the Orange line, the north-south extension of the Blue line must be connected with the Ring with comfortable interchanges. The Ring
railway will be useless without radius lines.
Worries about how the investment plan works
The most worrisome matter for Dr. Samart is the 100% private sector investment with government subsidies. If the actual ticket price is 50 baht, it will be sold to the
passengers at only 25 baht and the government will cover the rest. The private sector must be ensured by the government that they will always receive subsidies no
matter which parties will form the government. Ways to finance the subsidies are still in doubt as well–nationwide excise taxes on fuel and tariffs on luxury cars
(especially imported cars) would spark discontent among rural folk who see no point to subsidize mass transit systems since they do not use them at all unless they
migrate to Bangkok.
The estimated figures from MOTC stated there will be two million passengers a day and the government expense from tickets would be about ten billion baht a year
so there would be a need to subsidize ten billion baht a year to cover the expense forever. Even though this will help Bangkokians to pay less for the mass transit,
such a scheme is unsustainable in reality.
The new land tax for value capture from owners of shops and land along Skytrain-subway routes would be an alternative to finance the fares since land owners
directly receive benefits from the new subway-skytrain routes (increasing customers, higher land prices, higher rents etc).
Looking at various investment schemes
The Skytrain, which is a 100% private investment, has given a hard lesson for 100% investment schemes–5 million baht daily revenue, but 11 million baht a daily
expense despite increasing numbers of passengers. On the other hand, the 80% public and 20% private scheme of the subway is relatively better than 100% private
investment.
The government will need to allow the private sector to invest in the fields relating to mass transit systems with government support so that they will have funds to
finance projects and an incentive to invest in the projects.
The only feasible way to implement additional mass transit systems is to make a public investment in the first place to increase the incentive for the private sector to
invest in the project. The allocation for public and private investment depends upon the potential of private sectors (local or foreign). The government must make a
vigorous investigation into private concessions to check if the private sector has a strong enough commitment to finish the project without abandoning the project–no
matter how late the project would be.
Upgrading provincial raillinks
Since most people undertake intercity travel by automobile, high-speed rails with standard gauge linking Bangkok with major cities like Khorat and Phitsanulok
should be seriously considered to reduce road carnage which causes staggering deaths and to jump start provincial development to be on par with Bangkok. The high
speed rail must be long enough to compete with air travel. Bangkok to Khorat is a good candidate since it has a long distance (300 km by road), and there is busy
traffic between Bangkok and Khorat every day due to the fact that Khorat is a gateway to the Northeast.
Investment on high-speed rail will use the same scheme as the urban mass transit system–public-private joint venture with an initial investment by the government
with the local private sector handling the service and the foreign private sector to investing in the rolling stocks.
If the government decides to invest in the high speed rail, the national wide tax on luxury cars and fuel will become more reasonable since the rural sector will get a
benefit from the high speed rail.
After declaring war on drugs and influential figures, how about traffic?
Now that the Thai economy is back from recession, traffic gridlock is building up fast again (800 new cars a day in Bangkok alone). Therefore, the government
needs to invest in mass transit system as well as high-speed rail. The initial public debts will be paid off by the increasing production and the construction will add
more jobs and boost the economy. Failure to do so will hurt the country in the long run.
The current wars on drugs and influential figures are considered successful even though they were not perfectly executed. Therefore, it is about time for the
government to declare war on traffic jams by using the railed mass transit systems and high speed rail as major weapons. To increase the effectiveness of these
weapons, the public initial investment on the system and the investment package to increase the effectiveness of mass transit systems are essential.
Commentary by Wisarut:
1) For the companies with a high potential like Bombadier (the French rail transit system giant) and Siemens (German mass rail transit giant), a joint venture with
the local companies should be considered.
2) Companies like Mitsui and Marubeni also have a good chance if they pick up the right suppliers. Usually, Japanese trading companies will ask Korean companies
like Hyndai to supply rolling stock since Korean firms like Rotem (a subsidiary of Hyundai), and Daewoo could produce subway rolling stock with a quality at par
Japanese producers (like Kawasaki, Hitachi) at cheaper prices.
3) It would be good to set up a workshop to handle assembly of licensed rolling stocks locally so that Thailand will be able produce local versions subway rolling
stock to be used for the new lines around Bangkok and other major provinces.

4) City halls in neighboring provinces (Samut Parkarn, Nonthaburi and Pathumthani) must work hand in hand with Bangkok to implement with the mass transit
system. BMA should also ask the Traffic Policy Office and MRTA to coordinate with city halls so that the system will be standardized and facilitate easy system
integration in the future.
5) I hope that there will be modification of the masterplan in 2005 to add the Bangkok Ring railway into account – but the Yellow line must be modified to become
the Lad Phrao line (Ladphrao – Bangkapi) to link the Subway with the Bangkok Ring railway. The yellow line should go along Ratchadaphisek to Ratchayothin to
link with Skytrain and then to end up at Mochit 2 to enable bus passengers to use the system to go to downtown as well as allowing those who live in Bangkok to
exit to other provinces with convenient links. However, this can be delayed if the Northern Bangkok terminal at Mochit is brought back from death.
6) BTW: the highest number of passenger for the skytrain was 470,000 passengers on new year’s eve due to the fact that lots of Bangkokians went to the World
Trade Center to count down (including me!). The daily pass was 70 baht for New Year’s Eve so lots of people went to Silom and Ratprasong to count down. The
trendy people go to Ratprasong, those who want to have fun go to Silom and ordinary folk go to Sanamluang.
PM orders rail link extensions – Bangkok Post, July 5, 2003
Mr Thaksin said he wanted to give top authority to a single agency picked to implement the project. However, it would not be the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration, which currently supervises the BTS system. The premier said he had made that point clear to Bangkok governor Samak Sundaravej.
A tale of two newspapers: New expressways – July 4, 2003
Last week we carried a summary of a Thairath story on future expressways (Expressway linking Thonburi & Bangkok/Donmuang tollway out of business without
help/Options for the suburbs – Thairath, June 28, 2003). Today the Post carries Ambitious traffic jam cure tabled (Bangkok Post, July 4, 2003). Post readers should
note that these plans are nebulous. When the Post writes "plans will be forwarded to the Commission for Management of Land Traffic, chaired by Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra," it means planners are asking approval for a long round of expensive studies.
Expressway linking Thonburi & Bangkok/Donmuang tollway out of business without help/Options for the suburbs – translated and summarized by Wisarut
Bholsithi from Thairath, June 28, 2003
The Traffic Policy Office received a 125 million baht loan to study a new expressway to link Thonburi with Bangkok. This is after the Phyathai-Phutthamonthon
expressway project has been canceled.
The proposed 16.8 km expressway would start at Bangsue – connecting at the 2nd stage expressway at Mochit 2 and then going parallel with the Southern Railway
to end up at Borom Ratchachonnanee elevated way at Talingchan.
The Traffic Policy Office also considered the connection from Mochit 2 to Donmuang Tollway at Ratchavibha Interchange to revitalize the debt-ridden Donmuang
tollway.
The concession holder of Donmuang Tollway said they will be out of business by 2005 unless the Highway Dept comes up with a plan to revitalize the tollway–the
connection with the 1st stage expressway is not enough. The tollway needs a new connection with both the 2nd stage expressway and the eastern part of
Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring road.
One of the proposed connections would go along Ram Indra Road and Chaeng Watthana Road (both part of Highway 304). However, most local people would
protest against such a project since they prefer Skytrain connections or extensions instead.
The van service from Muangthong Thanee and Muangthong Niwet (both suburb villages developed by Bangkokland PCL) is not enough for them. A Skytrain
extension is the answer which the villagers are desperate for. However, the Kanchanaphak Family (the owner of BTSC and Impact Convention Center in
Muangthong Thanee) will have to negotiate with Ch. Karnchang and the Expressway Authority if they want to make a Skytrain extension from Victory Monument
to Muangthong Thanee along the 2nd Stage Expressway.
Privatizing the Thai railways: an SRT worker’s comments – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from a webboard.
The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has undergone continual controversy over plans to privatize and accusations of some of the worst corruption among
government entities. One worker wrote the following on a webboard:
.. I also feel very fed up with SRT even though I have to work with them every day. It does not progress in the way it is supposed to. I think we have lost working
spirit and have very low morale…
For internal problems, the SRT board has no unity on a plan to handle the SRT Union. The SRT board and the leaders of SRT Union always meddle in SRT affairs.
The SRT board and leaders of SRT Union still act like a bunch of cry babies. If the members of the SRT board have wounds to hide (e.g. scandals), the SRT union
makes deals with them. The handling of SRT human resources (such as transfers) always involves patronage, collusion, corruption, as well as Machiavellian politics
and intrigue between different camps inside SRT.
Even worse, the government is insincere in dealing with SRT problems since they have deals with the SRT Union and board. The government just wants to exploit the
SRT mess without looking at the SRT problems and ways to deal with them. Other countries take care of their railed transportation.
…Politicians (from all parties) always think that solving real SRT problems have very low political benefits, so they just make bandaid solutions and cosmetic
changes without going deep into problems.
Even though I hope that Premier Thaksin will use his skills to deal with SRT problems, I feel more and more hopeless when he sends a man like Minister Suriya.
Minister Suriya knows nothing about railways since he is an auto part merchant. … Even the SRT board nomination is just for political gain (to gain voters from
SRT workers and officers), so the SRT still ever present.
I would like Khun Phayap Wanasuwan to write articles to make Premier Thaksin and Minister Suriya know that the way to deal with the internal problems of SRT
would be to take the following measures:
1) Major overhaul of the internal administration and management of the SRT, especially the Human Resource and Asset Management and prohibiting the SRT Union
from meddling with the SRT Board and Administration.
2) SRT reform – needs a quick privatization without giving a damn to the SRT Union. The SRT Union has no real power base or supporters. The large number of
members in the SRT Union come from the members of the SRT Union cooperative which was set up as a fake political base to gain a mass of members.
If SRT workers workers become members of the SRT Union, they get a sweet deal–loans up to 600% of their deposits with bargain prices – unavailable from any
commercial banks. The SRT Union are standing against privatization since they will lose the benefits from SRT. Not surprising, the SRT Union tries to create havoc
every time there is a mention of SRT privatization. If Premier Thaksin is really sincere about SRT reform, please make a successful privatization and I’ll ordain as a
Buddhist monk for you if you can do it!
SRT Workers
June 20, 2003
MOTC planning 576 billion baht for long term transport development (2003-2030) – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Bangkokbiznews, June
17, 2003
MOTC has submitted a plan for continuing transportation development from 2003-2030 with a total budget of 576.785 billion baht (3 phases – 40 billion for the
short term, 400 billion for middle term, and 100 billion for the long term) with 3 strategies:
1) Increasing efficiency of basic infrastructure and the facilities to connect with international transportation systems
2) New and modified laws and rules to facilitate transportation development
3) Development and support of transportation businesses.
Most of the short term money will go to the Highway Department to expand highway capacity – especially at border towns (the route from Mae Sod to Mukdaharn,
Aranyaprathet, the route along the Mekhong, Chong Mek checkpoint of Ubon, Huay Kon Checkpoint of Nan) as well as the 2nd Thai-Lao Bridge at Pak Baeng (1.2
billion baht – 2006-2008).
The expansion of motorways to Suvannabhum Airport also get first priority (2003-2006).
1) BKK-Chonburi Motorway (Sri Nakharin – Suvannabhum Airport) – 0.550 billion baht
2) Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road (Ram Indra – Bang Plee) 2.050 billion baht
3) Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road (Suk Sawat – Bang Plee) 16 billion baht

Other road expansion
Bangkok-Chonburi Motorway (Phatthaya -Mab Taphut) 4.1 billion baht (2006-2008)
New motorways such as Pak Tho -Cha Am – 10.7 billion baht (2003-2005)
Bang Yai – Pak Tho – 12.2 billion baht (2004-2006)
Lamphun – Lampang – 21.33 billion baht (2006-2008)
Saraburi – Bang Pakong Motorway – 19.2 billion baht (2006-2008)
Bang Pa In – Khorat – 31.3 billion baht (2006-2011)
Lamphun – Chiangmai – 5.65 billion baht (2004-2006)
NBIA also received a budget for the following:
2nd phase expansion – 50 billion baht (2012-2016)
the Thai Inter Maintenance center at U Tapao – 14.172 billion baht (2007-2014)
the Runway and Cargo rehabilitation of U-Tapao – 1.2 billion baht (2004-2006)
Other budgeted items:
the Thai Inter and Industrial Estate – 2 billion baht
the New Ship Building Yard at Laem Chabang – 2.65 billion Baht (2004-2006)
the 3rd phase Mab Taphut expansion to support the PTT Oil depot and Industrial estate – 11.826 billion baht (2004-2008)
the new Deep sea port at Sichon, Nakhon Srithammarat by Marine Transportation Department (2009-2012)
SRT also received a token budget about equal to the Highway Department as usual:
1) Rail Rehabilitation (Hua Hin – Ban Krut) 4.7 billion (2003-2007)
2) Rail Rehabilitation (Chai Ya – Thung Song) 4.7 billion (2003-2007)
3) Rail Rehabilitation (Lopburi – Chumsaeng) 2 billion (2003-2006)
4) Rail Rehabilitation (Chumsaeng – Phitsanulok) 1.4 billion (2003-2007)
5) New Rail line from Surat Thanee – Phang Nga (Tha Nun – opposite to Phuket) – the land bridge – 12.81 billion Baht (2004-2007)
6) The 2nd ICD at Lad Krabang 4.32 billion (2004-2006)
7) The 3rd track from Hua Mark to Chachoengsao – 8.7 billion (2005-2010)
8) The 2nd track from Ban Phaachee – Kaeng Khoy – Khorat (3rd track for the case of Ban Phachee – Kaeng Khoy) 7.5 billion (2005-2011)
9) The 2nd track from Lop Buri – Nakhon Sawan – 10.2 billion (2005-2011)
10) The 2nd Track from Nakhon Pathom – Hua Hin – 32 billion (2005-2008)
11) New Rail line from Denchai – Chiang Rai – 22 billion (because of the demands of Northerners) – 2007-2016
12) Northern Transportation Hub at Phaholyothin and Eastern Transportation Hum at Makkasan – 23 billion baht – 2007-2011
13) New Rail line from Ubon to Chong Mek Checkpoint – 10 billion baht (2016-2021)
14) New Rail line from Bua Yai junction – Roy Et – Nakhon Phanom – 25 billion baht (2021-2030)
Commentary by Wisarut: After looking at the MOTC transportation plan, it seems to me that Premier Thaksin and Minister Suriya have no real commitment to
deal with either the Airport Link (Bangsue – Yommaraj – Phayathai – Makkasan – Hua Mark – NBIA) or the High Speed Railway (Bangkok – Ayutthaya – Ban
Phachee – Kaeng Khoy – Khorat).
They just slapped the bandaid on the SRT problem by approving the 3rd track of Hua Mark – Lad Krabang – Chachoengsao and the 2nd track from Ban Phachee –
Khorat while expanding motorways (Sri Nakharin – NBIA, Ram Indra – Bang Plee, Suk Sawat – Bang Plee, Phatthaya -Mab Taphut) and creating new motorways
(Bang Pa In – Khorat, Saraburi – Bang Pakong).
After all, Premier Thaksin and his family have interest in real estate and Minister Suriya want his family business to get a big boost and receive big dividends from
PTT stocks by approving new motorway projects for the Highway Department and granting a token budget to the SRT.
Need help with the acronyms in this article? Try Thai alphabet soup & 2b glossary
Rural bumpkins out of Hualamphong – June 19, 2003
Some further info about the Air conditioning plan for third class railway. Wisarut Bholsithi reports: Minister Suriya also asked SRT to make a major face lift and
install air-conditioning in Hua Lamphong Station to add more convenience to passengers. SRT will have to set up temporary shelters nearby to house those
vagabonds and rural bumpkins who use Hua Lamphong as a resting place before going to find work around Bangkok so that they will not be an eyesore to well-off
passengers and foreign tourists.
BTW: SRT did run privatized services in the past. SRT used to allow private concessions to run the air-conditioned diesel railed car services (from the late 1980s to
the early 1990s) which pleased the passengers. However, the SRT Union and SRT board members joined together and forced SRT to cancel such well-received and
moneymaking services since the revenue did not go into their pockets. Such heinous moves caused commuter passengers to look down on the SRT workers and board
in contempt.
The Ratchadaphisek tunnel – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thairath Daily & Dailynews, June 16, 2003
After discussion about traffic solutions for Phaholyothin Road, BMA and Traffic Office have come up with the preliminary solution that there will be two new
tunnels along Phaholyothin, one at Lat Phrao intersection and the second at Ratchayothin intersection.
However, the tunnel at Ratchayothin has lots of problems due to a giant water supply tunnel that supplies 30% of water from MWA (Metropolitan Water Authority)
to northern Bangkok. The construction a tunnel along Ratchapeisek Road at the intersection would require the removal of the giant water tunnel causing major chaos
to the life of northern Bangkokians.
The Ratchayothin water tunnel would have to be moved to go along Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road instead. The way to handle Ratchayothin flyover would be as
follows:
1) Demolish the flyover to make the way for the work.
2) Speed up the Skytrain Phaholyothin Extension (Mochit – Ratchayothin – Kaset – Saphan Mai) and then reassemble the flyover to go along the Skytrain route.
For the case of tunnel at Lad Phrao Intersection, there are also some construction problems, even though not so severe as the Ratchayothin case. Therefore, BMA
could start digging the Lad Phrao tunnel first and then the Ratchayothin tunnel along Ratchadaphisek later.
What happened to the Lat Phrao elevated road? – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thairath Daily & Dailynews, June 16, 2003
BMA also brought up the Lad Phrao Elevated Road. However, the Traffic Office as well as those who live along Lad Phrao Road reject such a project due to the fact
that
1) There is another giant water tunnel along Lad Phrao Road
2) The Traffic Office has planned for the Yellow Line Mass Transit System to go along Lad Phrao Road (from MRTA Park & Ride – Bangkapi District Office – Sri
Nakarin – Thepharak – Samrong Tai)
3) Many people along Lad Phrao area would prefer a new line of the Skytrain/Subway to go along Lad Phrao Road rather than an elevated road.
The BMA Traffic Bureau responded to the Traffic Office by saying any elevated road would be designed to accommodate the new line of mass transit system.
We first reported this last year: Lat Phrao flyover & Pak Klong Market – 20:14, April 4, 2002
The Nation is reporting that money is being sought for the long-delayed 11-kilometer Lat Phrao flyover. The flyover’s original budget was used for the
Ramkhamhaeng Road flyover for the 1998 Asian Games.
The elevated road would link the Bang Kapi and Lat Phrao intersections….
The governor said he would also seek another Bt200 million to Bt300 million from the government to relocate the famous Pak Klong Market from Phra Nakhon
district to Klong San district…. The area would be turned into an open area so that historical places, such as Kalayanamit Temple, Memorial Bridge and Chetupon
Wimolmangaram, could be seen by tourists. (from Govt funds sought for freeway in Lat Phrao, The Nation, April 4, 2002)
Air conditioning plan for third class railway – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Dailynews, June 2, 2003
Minister Suriya has asked the SRT to study a plan to install air conditioning on all third class railways to boost passenger numbers up from 3% to 30%. Better

service will attract more passengers without adding more railway trips. Even the poorer eastern European countries have heating system installed on their third class
railways.
The scheme for air-conditioning is either to install a powerful air conditioning system in one car (the middle car) with ducts to carry cool air to the rest of the rail
cars. The other scheme will be installation of air conditioning systems in all bogeys.
If there is no corruption and collusion for the air installation, it will be worthwhile to invest in such a project. Furthermore, air conditioning systems are now cheaper
and there are a few qualified local brands which produce export-quality air-conditioning systems to compete with imported systems. Good services will enable SRT
to boost income. Installing air-conditioning would be a good reason for SRT to raise prices of the third class railways–after prices have been being frozen for about
15-20 years.
Director Jitsanti Thanasophon (SRT director) said SRT is trying to finish the study to install air-conditioning in all 800 sets of the third class cars to be submitted to
Minister Suriya. According to the preliminary assessment, the cost for the installation of air-conditioning is 2-3 million baht/bogey -> total 1.6-2.4 billion baht.
There are a few ways to handle such a scheme:
1) new air-conditioning systems imported from abroad which cool the rail cars with fewer air-conditioning units
2) local-made air-conditioning systems
The northern commuter lines will get air-conditioning sets first and the other line will follow later. After installation, SRT will apply special fees for air conditioning.
If the government allows private sector to install the air condition systems with a maintenance package and then allows SRT to rent the system, the new third class
car will be ready for service for the northern commuters by the end of 2003.
The integrated mass transit ticket – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Manager Daily – June 3, 2002
After a seminar with the Traffic Office, Expressway Authority, MRTA, BTSC, BECL, and Donmuang Tollway at the Traffic Office on June 2, Minister Nikorn
Jamnong told the press that the integrated ticket system will consist of:
1) Fare structure integration
2) Single ticket – 1 ticket, but used by all parties
3) Clearing house will distribute the income and the government will negotiate among the concession holders when issues arise
So far there are nine private companies that introduced their integrated ticket system during the meeting:
1) Thai Smart Card Co.Ltd (Subsidiary of CP Group – Agribusiness giant and the owner of Telecom Asia – local)
2) Safety Invention Ltd. (local)
3) Advance Info Service (AIS – the subsidiary of Shin Corp. – one of the Premier Thaksin’s businesses – local)
4) Mitsui (Thailand) Co.Ltd. (Installed the Smart Card system for the MRTA subway – they also have expressed interest in the Bangkok ring railway and the
Subway-Skytrain integration – Japanese)
5) Mitsubishi (Thailand) Co.Ltd. (Japanese)
6) LG International Co.Ltd (Korean)
7) Phillips Electronics (Thailand) Co.Ltd (Dutch)
8) MVA (Thailand) Co.Ltd
9) Loxley PCL (the owner of Loxinfo, the local trading company)
The integrated system will be used at the MRTA subway first (soft opening on Songkran 2004, April 13, 2004, and the heard opening on HM The Queen’s Birthday,
August 12, 2004). After the subway opening, the integrated ticket system will be used with the Skytrain (after installing Smart Card Readers in all 23 Skytrain
stations + 2 new Stations on the Taksin Extension). Later on, smart cards will be used for the ETA Expressway.
The only catch are the rates to be applied and revenue sharing. Therefore the public and private sectors must join together to set up a clearing house to handle this
job. MRTA and Expressway Authority will be the first two customers for the Clearing House (MRTA and Expressway Authority were born from the same source).
Software to handle the integrated ticket system for both agencies will be the main program for system integration. MRTA has used integrated ticket systems from
Sony and Mayfair.
The clearing house will be a non-profit private company. It will apply a discount for those who go across the systems by integrated ticket system at least 2 times a
day. In the future, the integrated system will be applied to BMTA buses, Chaophraya express boats, metered taxis, convenience stores and even national ID cards.
Commentary by Wisarut: AIS and Mitsui both have very good chances to win as a supplier for the integrated ticket system. AIS due to its connection with Premier
Thaksin. Singtel owns about 40% of AIS so it is possible to get the smart card technology via Singtel.
Government announces 100 km mass transit system in 10 years–and says the private sector can pay for it all – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from
Matichon Daily, May 27, 2003
by Dr. Samart Rajpolasit (expert on transportation systems)
The Ministry of Transport and Communication (MOTC) has surprised everyone by announcing the plan to expand the subway system by 100 km more within 10
years which is definitely good news for those who live in the suburbs since this will be an alternative to buses, vans, and private cars.
Presently there are 23.5 km of Skytrain and another 20 km of subway. MOTC has asked the private sector to handle 100% of project to reduce the government
budget burden. However, MOTC officers and politicians don’t realize how much burden they put on the shoulders of the private sector. The mass transit business is
hardly a money making business!
To give a good example, take a look at the Skytrain – 100% private with the budget of 55 billion baht while the subway has cut private investment to 20% (24 billion
baht) while the government shoulder 96 billion baht (with total of 120 billion baht).
The private sector will have strong interest in such a project only if the project has a prospect to make money! There are two main variables to be considered before
investing in such a project:
1) Investment funds
2) Revenue from tickets
100 km more routes will cost the private sector 176 billion baht. However, it is just the beginning since the government wants a single concession holder to deal with
all Skytrain-subway systems to implement an integrated ticket system and for the concession holder to distribute income to other concession holders.
In such a case, MOTC is going to ask the private sector to take over the subway and Skytrain systems. Assume that the concession holder is buying BTSC and
BMCL at the price of 70 billion baht. The bill would shooting up to 246 billion baht if you add in the 100 km of new track.
Another factor is the revenue depending on the rate and the amount of passenger. MOTC is asking for a fare lower than the current Skytrain rates by half while the
government will subsidize the ticket rates for the rest. Therefore, the revenue will come from passengers and the government.
Even though it is a good policy to help the passengers by cutting expenses by half, the government must ensure that the government will keep paying the subsidies
all the time no matter which parties will become the new government.
MOTC expects that the number of passengers will rise from the current 300,000 passenger a day to 2 million passenger a day after the new 100km route becomes a
reality.
Assume that the average ticket price and the subsidies are 30 baht/person. The revenue will be 60 million baht a day and 21.9 billion baht a year – such a revenue is
8.9% of investment. If the private sector has to borrow to invest in such a project 6% a year and the maintenance cost 1.5% a year. The private sectors will receive
the net revenue of 1.4% a year (8.9% – 1.5% -6%). In such a rate of revenue, the break even point will not be less than 70 years! No private sector can wait that
long! The government must come up with a much better package to speed up the break even point which means they have to come up with the following things:
1) cheap loans – either from the local banks which have lots of savings piling up unused or international banks with cheap rates (e.g. JBIC). However, the
government has to be an underwriter to ensure that companies will not default on their debts.
2) Higher and fairer ticket prices with the passenger paying the smaller part (30%) while the government subsidizes the major part (70%)
MOTC plans to get subsidies from excise taxes on luxury cars and fuel taxes which is a good idea. However, the government will have to explain to rural folks why
they have to pay fuel taxes to support Bangkokians. Such a fuel tax can deepen the urban-rural divide which already has become a schism since the rural folks see no
point to pay such a tax from which they gain no benefit at all. They will tell Bangkokains to pay excise taxes on luxury cars and fuel and not ask or force them to
joint in such a scheme. Even if the government could pursue the rural folks to pay such taxes (at the lower rates of course), we have no idea if the revenue from the
tax alone would be enough to cover subsidy expenses since the subsidies have shot up to the ten billion baht level. MOTC will have to diversify revenue sources to
subsidize the ticket prices.
One way to get more revenue to subsidize the project is through land and building taxes along Subway-Skytrain routes since these locations get benefits such as
higher land prices, higher rent rates, and more customers from being along the routes.

Commentary by Wisarut: Even though the land and building tax hikes for the land and building along the routes do add more revenue to subsidize the tickets, I do
not think that it would be enough. After all it is the government’s jobs to handle such a project no matter how much effort they put into avoiding the responsibility.
Therefore a better scheme for government support would be:
1) Central government 52% – Local government (Provincial halls) 28% – Private sector 20% (the current BMA scheme).
This will shift the burden from the central government to local governments which exercise better responsibility and are closer to the project than the central
government.
2) Loan underwritten by the central government. After all, the public sector can borrow cheaper than the private sector even though the ability to obtain loans from
government bonds have been limited by the Bank of Thailand (Central Bank) to 780 billion baht so that the national debt will not balloon to unmanageable levels.
Loans from local bank to the government would be another alternative.
3) Custom and excise taxes on luxury cars and the higher fuel taxes collected by the local government would be the answer for the subsidies without hurting the rural
folks. However, it has a loophole which needs to be plugged–that car owners can register their cars outside of Bangkok to get around the tax. Probably the tax rate
differences should not be too high to cut the encouragement for tax evasion.
4) Land and build taxes–this one should be done by the local governments since they live closer to the sources of this kind of tax sources.
5) New investment packages to reduce the operating and maintenance costs for those who handle mass transit system and the related activities such as local-made
rolling stock to cut the price for rolling stocks.
More on how the integration of Bangkok mass transit might happen – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from "Suriya Aiming to Expand Mass Transit
System by Allowing Foreigners to buy both BTSC Skytrain and MRTA Subway," Manager Daily, May 15, 2003
Minister Suriya said 80% public investment on structure and 20% private investment scheme causes too much burden to the government and too much red tapes.
Therefore, he will ask for 100% private investment–with companies with very deep pockets and strong backup to handle the projects and extensions. It would be
either a joint venture with BMCL and BTSC or a takeover plus merging BMCL and BTSC into the new integrated group.
How the new company would be set up
The new player must negotiate with BTSC and BMCL (the concession holders) to integrate 2 systems into 1 system first. The 100% private concession for the
integrated system will prevent collusion and fixing specifications among contractors and enable integrated ticket systems. There are at least 3 foreign investors who
are very keen to invest on the integration project – Siemens AG (Germany), Mitsui (Japan), and Bombadier (Canada). The criteria for selection will be the company
that offers the lowest ticket prices with least government subsidies and fastest construction of systems (100 km within 5-7 years).
For the case of subway, there will be no problem since BMCL (which holds the concession) needs new partners to help the company handle subway services. For the
case of BTSC (the Skytrain company), it is quite complicated since the company needs to talk with creditors.
More excise tax on cars to pay for ticket subsidies
The only public investment needed for this project is the ticket subsidy to ensure ticket prices for a single trip will be within the 10-20 baht range to encourage
passengers who do not have enough cash to pay for a 30-day pass. The subsidy funds will come from excise taxes on fuel and cars–especially luxury cars and gasguzzling SUVs.
Director Khamroberux told the press that Bangkok needs at least 100-130 km of mass transit system within 10 years which consists of three systems which will be
put under a single operator to boost passengers from the current 300,000 passengers a day (3% of daily trips) to 1.5-21 million passengers a day (15-20% of daily
trips):
1) BTSC Skytrain and extensions (Samrong and Taksin)
2) MRTA Subway -> Blue line and extensions (Hua Lamphong Bang Wah)
3) MRTA Subway -> Orange line (Bangkapi – Thai Cultural Center, and Thai Cultural Center – Wang Boorapha)
Hopewell
For the case of the Hopewell revival, the government will have to invest on this section so as to connect NBIA with downtown Bangkok and feed passengers from
the suburbs to the Subway and Skytrain.
What would be built when…
There will be 2 phases for the integration of Bangkok mass transit–10 year for each phase, needing 176 billion baht for the first phase (2001-2011) with the
investment rate of 21 billion baht a year and another 210 billion baht for the second phase (2011-2020).
The 1st phase (2001-2011) would consist of
1) Red line (Airport Link -> Phyathai – NBIA) – with interchange to Subway at Phetburi and Skytrain at Phayathai -> should be done in 2004 if started in 2001 ->
but starting in late 2003 -> so it will be done in late 2007
2) Red line (Northern-Eastern Commuter -> Bangsue – Phyathai, Northern Commuter Hua Lamphong – Bangsue, and Bangsue – Rangsit)
3) Southern Extension of Blue line (Hua Lamphong – Bang Wah, Bang Wah – Bang Khae)
4) Skytrain Extensions (Onnut – Samrong, Mochit – Ratchayothin, Saphan Taksin – Taksin Intersection – Talad Ploo – Phetkasem)
The 2nd phase (2011-2021) would consist of
1) Red line (Southwestern Commuter -> Hua Lamphong – Klong Sarn – Wongwian Yai – Southern Bangkok Transportation center, Southwestern Commuter ->
Southern Bangkok Transportation center – Mahachai Northwestern commuter -> Bangsue – Rama VI – Talingchan)
2) MRTA Northern Ring (Bangsue – Bang Pho – Charan Sanitwonse – Tha Phra)
MRTA Southern Ring (Tha Phra – Klong Toei) MRTA Northern extension (Bangsue – Wong Sawang – Khae Rai – Phra Nang Klao Bridge)
3) Skytrain Extensions (Samrong – Samut Prakarn, Ratchayothin – Donmueang, National Stadium – Phra Pinklao Bridge)
4) MRTA Orange Line (Minburi – Thai Cultural Center, Thai Cultural Center – Wang Boorapha)
The 3rd Phase (after 2021 – long term development) would consist of
1) MRTA Northwestern extension (Phra Nang Klao -Bang Yai – Bang Buathong)
2) Skytrain extension (Donmuang – Lam Lookka)
3) MRTA Orange line (Wang Boorapha – Rat Boorana – Samrong)
4) MRTA Yellow Line (Lad Phrao – Bang Kapi – Hua Mark – Sri Nakharin – Samrong)
Makkasan development and the Subway-Skytrain network – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Manager Weekly, May 16, 2003
Developing SRT land at Makkasan for a transport hub
Transportation Minister Suriya is pushing the 400-rai land development project around Makkasan area very hard by asking Premier Thaksin to be the chairman of
the project so that the auspicious stone can be laid by the end of 2003 (preferably December 5, 2003–HM The King’s birthday). This project is for the passengers
who are going to and from NBIA.
Even though there is much talk about SRT land development project at Makkasan to create a new business center, it is not a firm project yet. It is just an attempt to
gather support to realize the project. As the NBIA is heading to becoming a reality, this Makkasan project got a new start since Minister Suriya considers that this
project will have very strong benefit for Thailand, not just Bangkok. To prevent further false starts, Minister Suriya is asking Premier Thaksin to become the
chairman for the project so that the first stone will be laid by the end of 2003.
Minister Suriya agreed that a high speed railway (or at least an electric railway with standard gauge) is a critical link between NBIA and downtown Bangkok.
Without this critical link, Thailand will at the heavy loss of tourist income, revenue from the rent of a business center, and foreign direct investment.
The Makkasan land development project is a megaproject on SRT land of 400 rai (160 acre) with a business center, shopping plaza, 5-star hotel, service apartments,
offices for rent, trade center, plaza entertainment center, and a transitional point between Skytrain and Subway as well as providing transportation between
downtown and eastern suburbs.
The government is asking the private sector to handle the project or at least express their viewpoint for the project since the government has no experience handling
this kind of project. Bureaucracy has prevented the government from dealing with this kind of business. Good planning for gather the private sectors with specialized
business skills will ensure the success and benefit maximization of this megaproject.
MOTC will ask Land and House (a local real estate giant) to handle either hotel or service apartments, invite Major Cineplex, ECV, and SF Cinema to handle the
entertainment business, and ask Central Group, The Mall and Robinson to handle the trading and shopping center.
Pushing the Skytrain and subway
Minister Suriya also trying to push Subway expansion forward since it is much more flexible than the Skytrain. It needs less land expropriation (despite the higher
price tag for construction). Only in the suburbs, the land outside Ratchadaphisek inner ring road, and Skytrain extensions will it be elevated to save construction cost.

To attract more passengers, integrated tickets linking BTSC Skytrain, MRTA subway and SRT commuters and the Airport Link are critical.
The new concession holder who wants to handle this integration project will have to pay about 200 billion baht (US$ 4-5 billion) to take over BTSC Skytrain and
BMCL Subway (paid to BMCL via MRTA). If the new concession holder want to buy the Skytrain, it is quite easy even–daily passengers still far from the target of
600,000 passengers a day despite of steadily increasing number of passengers (just breaking 300,000 passengers a day).
Minister Suriya also assigned the Traffic Office to discuss with Canadian Bombadier, German Siemens, and Japanese Mitsui about the plans for private investment
on system integration, new routes, and the payment to the government. The one who offers the best deal (higher concession payments, lower government subsidies
and investment, ticket prices within the 10-20 baht range) will get the new concession while retaining the local concession holders as minor partners. Government
could help the company by subsidizing the ticket price at 1-2 baht/km/trip, and assisting with land expropriation.
The subsidy will be funded by a fuel tax (20 satang/l excise tax) and automobile tax hike–especially for the gas guzzling or luxurious types (more than 100% hike).
This will deter people from using private cars. Ideally, the usage rate for railed mass transit system should be 30% of trips in Bangkok (it is 70% in Japan). Presently
in Thailand only 3% of trips used railed mass transit.
New regional hubs for air travel, highway revamp, and high-speed trains
Before the liberalization of air travel by adding more flights, and allowing more domestic competition, new regional hubs are critical -> the northern hub at Chiang
Mai, the southern hub at Phuket and the new northeastern hub at either Ubon Ratchathanee or Udorn Thanee. The northern hub at Chiangmai need a night safari to
rival Singapore, a cultural center, and a good mass transit system from downtown Chiang Mai to the airport.
Northern and Southern highways must be expanded and the motorways must be closed routes for traffic outside the main connections to prevent accidents.
The government is considering a high speed rail link between Bangkok to Nakon Ratchasima after the staggering death toll along the route between Saraburi and
Nakhon Ratchasima during the New Year and Songkran festival… and for cutting down Chat Phatthana (a political party with a stronghold at Nakhon Ratchasima).
Commentary by Wisarut: If the government is really serious about a high speed rail link, it needs to deal with the following:
1) invest at least 100-200 billion baht to attract either Hitachi, Bombadier or Siemens to invest and set up a new facility to deal with such kind of project.
2) Privatize SRT NOW – and keep the good men from SRT to deal with the new railway company with higher salary while getting rid of the drones and the corrupt
who suck the blood from SRT.
3) Issue more government bonds to finance the projects – possibly 1 trillion baht (the same level as annual budget for Thailand) to back up all the projects (Red line
commuters, SRT privatization, Mass Transit Integration, and Makkasan Land development).
Commentary by Wisarut (continuing with Governor Samak’s ring road dream): If BMA is still interested to support the 82.5 km ring railway project (with 37
stations) even after Governor Samak has stepped down from BMA office, BMA officers needs to deal with the following:
1) 43 billion baht plus additional cost to speed up the project from 18 years (the time JBIC has recommended) to 5 years (the time Governor Samak has suggested) is
a must. 41 billion baht for the route, 2 billion for an underwater tunnel across the Chaophraya at Phra Padaeng-Poochao Samingphrai, and additional money for land
expropriation around Ngam Wongwan and Bang Kapi. Probably 50-60 billion baht will be more realistic cost.
2) The speedy settlement for investment plans is also a must.
3) A ring railway without interchanges with other systems (Skytrain, Subway, and railway) as well as the links to the shopping malls will be meaningless. Therefore,
Skytrain extensions to Kaset and Samrong should be put into the package as well.
Underground transport to get 100bn baht (Like the Post and Nation, Business Day now links now expire after one day and we have been unable to find the latest link
for this article) – Business Day, May 16, 2003
A little background: Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has been revealing grand plans for Bangkok mass transit this week (like the Bangkok transit
merger, promises of shorter waits at traffic lights, and Suriya wants 100km of tracks in 10 years). At the same time, the opposition plans to censure and impeach
him. Suriya has responded by threatening to name names of opposition members involved in graft at the new airport.
Bangkok transit merger – You read it here first! – May 13, 2003
The Nation has a story on the dream to unite Bangkok mass transit systems (SURIYA’S VISION: Super merger planned – The Nation, May 13, 2003): The proposal
entails merging the skytrain with the subway project, expanding the rail network by 80 kilometres and awarding a new concession to an international bidder to run
the entire system.
Regular readers will recognize this plan as similar to one in a story we ran in March from a Thai newspaper (HK New World plans to take over Thai mass transit
Thansetthakij – Vol. 23, No. 1780, March 6-8, 2003). As far as we can tell, this was never reported in the English-language press until now.
Commentary by Wisarut Bholsithi: Minister Suriya may want to redeem himself since his parents (the founders of Thai Sumit Autopart which has headquarters
near the Southern Gate of NBIA on Bangna-Trat Highway) are among the many lobbyists that helped sink the Lavalin Project.
Even though it is indeed a good thing to integrate Skytrain and Subway into a single system, there are lots of issues to be ironed out before selling both system to the
foreign firm.
1) Ask foreign firms to get local partners so as to reduce tension between local people and foreign firms. It would invoke the nationalistic reaction by granting
concessions to foreign firm without local partners. Italian Thai Development will be definitely one of local partners since the firm has worked on both the Skytrain
and Subway. Ch. Karnchang has been forfeited their rights to become a partner since the firm has strong connections with the opposition party (the Democrats).
2) Any foreign firm must have deep pockets and strong financial support to ensure the successful integration and expansion of systems. It takes 100 billion baht to
dig the 20-km tunnels for the subway and 50 billion baht to set up the 23.5-km of Skytrain tracks and stations. What about the 28-km underground Orange line?
3) Technology Transfer. The firm that offers technology transfers to MRTA and BTSC will have a very good chance to become the winner.
4) German (Siemens), Japanese, and Mainland China companies have the best chances to compete for the concession.
4.1) German has Siemens which has experience of laying the backbones for the Skytrain and Subway so any firms must follow what Siemens has done to ensure the
system compatibility.
4.2) Japanese has JBIC which grants very cheap loan to MRTA. Japanese contractors and subway firms are very keen to work on subway projects. If a Japanese firm
is asked to use the local content to implement subway projects, they have plenty of Japanese assembly lines and factories in the industrial estates around Bangkok
and Samut Prakarn to handle production.
4.3) Mainland China has Hong Kong which has trained the workers of BTSC and MRTA and Shanghai which has built subway systems–with partners from Siemens.
Mainland China also have pretty deep pockets and cheap engineers to handle the project.
Money squandered by `poor preparation’ – Bangkok Post, April 16, 2003
The majority of large-scale state infrastructural projects are poorly managed from the start, causing huge economic and social losses to the country, according to
National Economic and Social Development Board Secretary-General Chakramon Phasukvanich.
Wisarut Bholsithi comments: Politicians and capitalists involved in megaprojects employ propaganda such as hiring journalists who strongly favor a project and
have strong prejudices against NGOs as well as mudslinging against environmentalists in NGOs while failing to do project feasibility studies. You can see the results
of such propaganda on local webboards where local people opposing projects and NGOs are denounced as "Luddians" and "Traitors."
More on the Suvanabhumi Airport and the Hopewell Project
Comments on government mass transit policy – April 9, 2003
We had not even planned to point out Monday’s article with rather general comments by Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit about how the government
supports mass transit (Suriya wants expansion of rail network – Bangkok Post, April 7, 2003 – …To speed up construction, he wanted the private sector to be the
sole investor, which would result in quicker completion due to the lack of red tape, he said.). Private sector investment has not worked for the Skytrain and
continuing opposition to public funds being used is still holding up the final legal status of the Skytrain Taksin extension. However, 2b’s Wisarut Bholsithi, had some
interesting comments on the flaws of relying on 100% private investment for mass transit:
I do not buy the policy even though it may sound good. 100% private funds? It is just shifting the burden from the public to private sector. Even worse, creditors
(domestic and international alike) would increase the price tag for loans (interest rates for loans) for the private sector compared to loans to the public sector.
Failure to obtain loans would kill mass transit projects (one of the factors that killed Hopewell, Lavalin, and has crippled the Skytrain). If the current government
really wants to encourage the private sector to invest in mass transit, it must promote related investments to back up mass transit in addition to measures to cut
automobile usage. Tax incentives and cheap loans for mass transit investment (with the government agencies acting as underwriters) are critical to ensure a good

return for mass transit investment.
Even though the government would like to cut down the public burden, Premier Thaksin and company must take these measures to empower the private sector to
handle mass transit. Failure to do so will cost the country dearly. Also: After the SRT settlement with Central Patthana, as well as those who rent SRT land along
Ratchadaphisek, SRT should be privatized–even though it requires very tedious negotiation with SRT’s union (the largest labor union in Thailand).
Fulfilling the dream of an electrified train – Commentary by Wisarut Bholsithi, March 23, 2003
SRT prefers to electrify the elevated meter gauge rail (for the Hopewell revival–see above article) instead of constructing a new pair of elevated rails to fit into the
standard gauge. The electrification of the meter gauge would fulfill the dream of Prince Purachat Jaiyakorn (AKA Krommaphra Kamphaengphet Akkhrayayoithin –
1882-1936), the first Siamese director of Royal Siamese Railways (1917-1926) and the minister of Transportation and Economic Affairs during the time of King
Vajiravut and Princprajadhipok (1912-1932).
After the successful electrification of the Paknam Railway in September 1926 and the eastern part of Mahachai Railway (Klong Sarn – Wat Singh) in 1927-28,
Prince Purachat Jaiyakorn asked King Prajadhipok (a half younger brother of Prince Purachat) to approve the electrification project for RSR in 1928.
However, King Prajadhipok declined the proposal of Prince Purachat since Siam was still in economic hard times after the Great War and debts from King Vajiravut.
Economic measures to cut the budget included cutting the army from 10 divisions to 4 (and 2 divisions later), cutting the number of provinces from 79 to 70,
dissolving the Wild Tiger Corps, downgrading the Ministry of Navy to a Department of Navy by merging the Ministry of War and Ministry of Navy into the
Ministry of Defense in 1931, cutting the annual royal allowance from 9 million to 6 million ticals (and 3 million ticals later on), moving Siam gold reserves from
Paris to London to save on maintenance costs, and cutting Monthols (Circles) from 18 to 14 (and 10 circles later on).
If the electrification project of Prince Purachat Jaiyakorn had been completed, we would have the electrification from Hua Lamphong to Ayutthaya (and to Lopburi
and Khorat later on), Bang Sue to Nakhon Pathom (and Phetburi later on), Bangkok Noy to Talingchan, and Chitladda (there was no Yommaraj station until 1936) to
Chachoengsao. At that time Thailand had a population of only 11 million and 18 million in 1950. The baby boom would not start until the late 1950’s. – from
microfilm at the National Archives (King Prajadhopok SetMinistry of Transportation and Economic SectionRailways)
The need for the southern section of the Outer Ring Road – Commentary by Wisarut Bholsithi, March 23, 2003
Demands for the southern section of the Outer Ring Road are increasing as construction of the new airport is progressing. The southern section of the Outer Ring
Road will allow people from Thonburi and the western side of the Chao Phraya River to approach the new airport without going over the Rama IX Bridge which is
now overburdened and in need of repairs due to heavy traffic from trucks as well as other vehicles. Even if the Industrial Ring Road becomes a reality, there will still
be a demand for the southern section of the Outer Ring Road to relieve congestion on the Rama IX Bridge and allow a major repair of the Rama IX Bridge. Rama III
Bridge is too dangerous to use by ordinary drivers due to the steep slope of the bridge which has caused many accidents.
News you won’t find in the English-language papers: HK New World plans to take over Thai mass transit – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from
Thansetthakij – Vol. 23, No. 1780, March 6-8, 2003
Summary
New World Group from Hong Kong is making a move on Thai mass transit systems by sending a member of the New World Board of Directors to be a new member
of the BTSC Board and negotiating with Pliw Triwitsawawet (CEO of BMCL) to purchase 25% of BMCL stock. After turning BTSC debts into equity, New World
Group will become a new major shareholder of BTSC at once. New World Group has a plan to interconnect and integrate all three mass transit systems (BTSC,
MRTA, and SRT) into one system. At the same time, Hopewell is negotiating with New World to join the deal.
Changing the representative on the board
New World Group from Hong Kong (http://www.nwd.com.hk and http://www.nw-infra.com.hk) had changed their representative on the BTSC Board of Directors
from Mr. Michael Pai to Dr. Cheng Kar-Shun (AKA Henry Cheng Kar-Shun–one of the highest administrators in the New World Group). Such a move has indicated
that this Hong Kong group is going to invest in Bangkok mass transit.
After becoming a major shareholder in BTSC, New World Group has strong interest to invest in extensions. So far, Dr. Cheng had several meetings with Governor
Samak, Dr. Tahnong Phitthaya (Economic Advisor of Premier Thaksin assigned to take charge of mass transit system extensions). Dr. Cheng is inviting Pliw
Triwitsawawet (CEO of BMCL) to discuss a plan to purchase 25% of stock in BMCL. Pliw declined to tell Thansetthakij correspondents about the progress on the
integration of subway (METRO) and skytrain. Anusak Intharaphuwasak (local agent of Hopewell (Thailand) Co.Ltd.) has come to see Dr. Cheng to discuss the
feasibility of integrating all three networks.
All about Dr. Cheng
Dr. Cheng is 55 years old, graduated with an MBA and Phd. in Law (Honorable), and an important person in New World Group since he used to hold the position of
General Manager in New World Development Co. Ltd., CEO of New World Infrastructure Co.Ltd. and General Manager of New World China Land Co. Ltd. New
World Group maintains New World Development Co. Ltd. as a flagship company. This Hong Kong conglomerate has business in real estate, infrastructure, mass
transit systems, services , and telecommunications – with total assets of HK $130 billion (about 650 billion baht).
How New World became involved in BTSC
New World Group became a shareholder in BTSC in 2000 by transforming debts into equity via CTF Resources Co. Ltd. (New World Group’s Subsidiary). By the
end of 2002, CTF Resources held 17.27% of BTSC shares. After transforming debts into equity, CTF resources will hold 20% more shares in BTSC (total 37.27%).
Another 20% debt-to-equity transformation will come up this year and CTF Resources will hold another 10% (the other 10% will be held by Credit First Boston). If
this 20% debt to equity transformation is successful, New World Group will become a major shareholder in BTSC (with 47.27%).
New World group is an old alliance that includes Mongkhon Kanchanaphak (AKA Zhi Ming – father of Anant and Khiree Kanchanaphak) and Mongkhon (aka New
World Group) has been asked to be a financial supporter of BTSC.
The top five shareholders of BTSC at the end of 2002 were:
1) Thanayong PCL – 28.21%
2) CTF Resources – 17.27%
3) Credit First Boston – 12.67%
4) Italian Thai Development PCL – 10.54%
5) Citibank Nominees – 3.82%
More on restructuring
BTSC still has to deal with a 40 billion baht debt restructure. Even though Khiree asked creditors to extend the debt period to 15 years, creditors said an 8 year
extension period is enough. The debt restructure plan has a provision to transform debts into equity since the BTSC balance sheet is still at a loss.
Amorn Kingchaweng (CEO of Krungthep Thanakhom–the financial arm of BMA, 99% headed by BMA) said that the committee for the construction of BTSC
extensions has invited investors from Japan, Hong Kong, and Europe–including New World Group–to invest in the extension project.
Integration
Amorn also said that the investor groups (especially New World Group) are going to negotiate with BMCL PCL so as to have a joint venture on the METRO system
and the extensions to integrate the systems since the Thaksin government has a policy to integrate mass transit systems. Initially, BMCL and BTSC did not submit
plans to extend the Skytrain to Taksin Intersection and Samrong. Later, BMA set up Krunthep Thanakhom to handle the extension projects and Krungthep
Thanakhom signed the preliminary agreement with Shanghai metro and BTSC in June 2001. However there is no progress, so Krungthep Thanakhon has to invite
new investors which includes New World Group.
Commentary by Wisarut: Integration of the two systems is great. However, BMCL would prefer Japanese investors so as to obtain soft and easy loans from JBIC.
Ch. Karnchang also has strong ties with Japanese construction giants. However, Japanese contractors should come up with state-of-the-art methods for tunnel
digging into Rattanakosin Island and Thonburi. If New World Group comes up with a way to handle the skytrain and subway (METRO), especially in the delicate
areas in the Bangkok city center, they would be a serious contender to Japanese construction giants. More on the Bangkok Skytrain, the Bangkok Subway, and the
Hopewell Project.
How to boost investment in Bangkok mass transit – translated and summarized from local Thai newspapers by Wisarut Bholsithi, February 27, 2003
The Traffic Office is trying to speed up the Skytrain extensions by changing the investment scheme to ask for more public support for private investment – with
profit-guaranteeing ticket prices. The current 2 lines with a total distance of 40 km is not adequate. Bangkok needs to have at least 120 km of mass transit systems.

Director Kamroblux Suratsawadee told the press that the Traffic Office is drafting a new master plan to extend the mass transit system to meet a target of 360 km
within 20 years. So far, it has taken about 10 years for BTSC and MRTA to finish 40 km of Skytrain and Subway which is too slow to meet passenger demands.
MOTC Minister Suriya has asked the Traffic Office to study ways to boost incentives for the private sector to invest in mass transit systems since it is more efficient
than building more roads, setting up more flyovers, and digging more tunnels combined.
According to preliminary studies, the Central Government needs to construct at least 120 km of Skytrain and Subways in Bangkok and vicinities to meet the current
demand. Therefore, government agencies need to call new bids for new lines and extensions with the central government guaranteeing profits on ticket prices (e.g.
even though the cost for each passenger to take a trip is about 200 baht, passengers will pay only 15-30 baht or possibly 50-60 baht). The rest will covered by
subsidies to pay to concession holders–energy funds, fuel taxes, the fines from traffic violators–to ensure profitable investments and reduce the pressure from the
public sector to handle investment on mass transit systems. The tickets should also be joint tickets to boost passengers. The studies will be done in the next few
months and after that the Traffic Office will submit the results to the Land Traffic Management Committee to review and then deliver to Minister Suriya to sign. If
Minster Suriya approves the plan, it will boost the construction of more mass transit lines. However, the bus route must be readjusted to feed new systems, more
park and ride facilities must be built, and traffic restrictions implemented (such as one-way roads) to encourage more passengers on the Skytrain and Subway and
discourage those who ride private cars.
Commentary by Wisarut: If the government and the cabinet are really serious about encouraging public sector support for private investment on mass transit
systems, the government should do the following things to cut the investing and operating costs:
1) Encourage the owners of Japanese and German automobile assembly lines in Lad Krabang Paknam and Bang Poo Industrial Estate to invest on the assembly lines
to produce local-made rolling stock as well as other electric parts with supervision from Japanese and German producers (e.g. Mitsubishi Heavy Industry, Siemens
AG, or so).
2) There should be incentives for local and foreign investors to supply electrical and electronic parts of mass transit systems (such as elevators, escalators, belt lines,
telecommunication systems, power lines, plasma TVs, CCTVs, and so on).
3) Give more incentives for local steel producers (e.g. Siam Steel, Siam Cement Steel, Sahaviriya Steel) to produces and supply more steel–both structure for
concrete reinforcement and the standard-gauge rails.
4) Cut red tape and boost investment on foreign investment on mass transit systems with joint ventures with local partners. Chinese, Japanese, and German investors
are asking BOI to clarify the investment plans on mass transit systems.
5) Encourage local contractors (ITD, KPV, and maybe later, Ch. Karnchang) to invest in the mass transit system. Don’t make ITD feel very disappointed again.
6) Encourage the local bankers (public and private banks) to grant more long term loans to those who handle mass transit system business (MRTA, BTSC, BMCL
and future private investors ) and related businesses with the government underwriting so that those loan cannot become non-performing loans.
7) Discourage those who like to drive along the ways that mass transit systems pass by turning roads into one-way. This option carries serious risks of political
unpopularity.
8) Find places along the routes to set up park and ride facilities.
9) If possible, there should be feeder bus stations at the piers along Chao Phraya river.
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– The Nation, February 27, 2003
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NYT
claims Al Qaeda detainee was held in Thailand
– New York Times, March 3, 2003
An interesting single mention of Thailand in article about the questioning of Al Qaeda figures: …Officials said Ramzi bin al-Shibh, another important Qaeda
supervisor, who was arrested in the fall, was secretly taken to Thailand for questioning before the United States moved him to another undisclosed location…
Also: Questioning
Terror Suspects in a Dark and Surreal World – New York Times, March 9, 2003:
Qaeda operatives, including Ramzi bin al-Shibh, a suspect in the planning of the Sept. 11 attacks, were initially taken to a secret C.I.A. installation in Thailand but
have since been moved, American officials said.
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Constructing the new garbage terminal
– March 11, 2003
Wisarut reports: Bangkok City Council has condemned
BMA City Hall for coming up with a plan to construct a
garbage terminal at Bang Son (with bidding on April 1,
2004). City Hall is doing this without revealing details
of the plan to the BMA City Council or local people. That
is the same old dirty trick to get a percentage of the
budget without returning it back to the Budget Bureau.
This also creates serious conflicts between BMA and local
people since locals have no say. The BMA Board is out
of touch.

Rajdamnoen Ave to get facelift
March 19, 2003
Categories: Communities
Rajdamnoen Ave to get facelift –
The Nation, March 19, 2003
At a rare news conference today, director Chirayu Issarangun Na Ayutthaya is scheduled to outline the Crown Property Bureau’s property management policy to
spruce up its real estate holdings to generate more rental income.
This has been talked about before–last year the Prime Minster’s office said that the Crown Property Bureau would not renew expiring rental contracts for
Rajdamnoen buildings. 137 contracts were due to end between then and 2004.

Thailand one of 15 “silent partners” in the US-led coalition?
March 20, 2003
Categories: Thai Secret Prison
Thailand
dismissed CNN reports on "coalition"
member – The Nation, March 19, 2003
Thailand yesterday dismissed a report by
CNN International that Thailand has joined the
US-led "coalition to disarm Saddam Hussein",
saying the decision has yet to be made.
CNN
lets cat out of PM’s bag – Report claims govt
backs Washington – Bangkok Post,
March 20, 2003
Thailand
one of 15 "silent partners" in the
US-led coalition? – The Nation, March
20, 2003
Bangkok
based Iraqis back US – The Nation,
March 20, 2003
Firas Modr, 24, sees US President George
W Bush as the man who will "liberate"
his home country.
NYT
claims Al Qaeda detainee was held in Thailand
– New York Times, March 3, 2003
An interesting single mention of Thailand
in article about the questioning of Al Qaeda
figures: …Officials said Ramzi bin al-Shibh,
another important Qaeda supervisor, who was
arrested in the fall, was secretly taken to
Thailand for questioning before the United States
moved him to another undisclosed location…
Questioning
Terror Suspects in a Dark and Surreal World
– New York Times, March 9, 2003
Qaeda operatives, including Ramzi bin al-Shibh,
a suspect in the planning of the Sept. 11 attacks,
were initially taken to a secret C.I.A. installation
in Thailand but have since been moved, American
officials said.
More on the Cat’s Eye: The Secret Thai Prison

When the news breaks too fast…
March 20, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
When the news breaks too fast…
– March 20, 2003
Cormac points out: …some stories
get out before sufficient diplomatic power is
wielded…
Thailand
ignores US request to expel Iraqi diplomats
– Yahoo News, 3:10 pm, March 19, 2003,
…A second Thai official confirmed there
were no plans to expel Iraqis. "We will
not do anything at the moment," he said…
Three
Iraqi diplomats expelled – Bangkok Post,
just after midnight, March 20, 2003
…The move should not be seen as Thailand
leaning towards the US. Thailand was sharing
intelligence not only with the US, but also
with China and Vietnam. Foreign Minister Surakiart
yesterday said the diplomats’ lives were in
danger and they should leave the country for
safety reasons. Mr Surakiart would not elaborate
but said their departure would be temporary.

Burmese historian banned for white elephant claims
March 20, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
Burmese
historian banned for white elephant claims
– March 20, 2003
Pieces written by historian Dr Than Tun have
been banned from Klaya, a Rangoon-based monthly
magazine, after he refuted comments made by
the military government in reference to the
discovery of white elephants having a positive
affect on the economy… "There is no connection
between white elephants and the development
of the country. Elephants are animals whether
they are white or black," Dr Than Tun told
the Washington-based Radio Free Asia (Burmese
Service) last month. He says that there is no
reason for anyone to pay respect to an elephant.
Claims of finding white elephants have long
been a way for Burma and Thailand to annoy the
other country–it is a kind of touting of national
pride and legitimacy with announcements coming
during times of mutual conflict or turmoil.
More Myanmar news at Rebound88.org.

Thailand and the war
March 21, 2003
Thailand and the war –
March 21, 2003
Many nations are inching closer to support of
the anti-Saddam war now that it looks like things
are going well, but Thailand is still remaining
neutral (at least officially). MCOT:
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has confirmed
that Thailand will pursue its neutral policy
and will not take part in the war.
There are quite a few calls today in the local
press for Thaksin to "get off the fence"
and either support or reject the war, but most
of these seem motivated by the political opposition.

How the Philippines failed
March 22, 2003
How
the Philippines failed
– New York Times, March 22, 2003
NYT examines the Philippines’ lack of
population control: …The Philippines is
often compared with Thailand, which has a particularly
active family planning program. In the 1970’s,
both countries had populations of about 50 million
and economies of similar sizes. Three decades
later there are about 10 million more people
in Thailand and about 30 million more in the
Philippines. Experts say the main cause of runaway
population growth is the failure of the Philippine
government to educate the public, to promote
family planning and to make low-cost contraceptives
widely available…

U.S. Embassy here is the second largest US mission in the world
March 22, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
A factoid
– March 22, 2003
Don points out a story
in the Post mentions that the U.S.
Embassy here is the second largest US mission
in the world… Apparently, the largest
U.S. embassy is in Mexico City and the largest
in terms of number of employees is in Cairo.

Thailand and SARS
March 22, 2003
Categories: Health
Thailand back on the list
– March 22, 2003
Today they list
4 cases in Thailand with local transmission
"to be determined." The Post also
has an article
about the first case.
WHO no longer mentions Thailand
– March 21, 2003
Today’s WHO report on SARS (Update
5) no longer mentions Thailand at all.
WHO clarifies – March
20, 2003
In response to these questions, "Did WHO
make a mistake in listing Thailand? Will Thailand
be taken off the WHO list for SARS?," WHO
responds: As of 19 March 14:00 GMT+1, Thailand
does not have any areas that are currently affected
by SARS. There has been no documented transmission
within the country so far. We are monitoring
the situation in all countries on a daily basis.
Denise Werker MD, WHO/CDS/CSR, 20 avenue Appia,
CH-1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland
Also: On their daily affected
areas page, they list Canada, Singapore,
China, and Vietnam as the only countries with
local transmission of SARS.
WHO vs Thailand
– March 20, 2003
CNN had a story (on March 18) about Thai insistence
that there is no danger from the new deadly
pneumonia (SARS) in Thailand and that WHO admitted
it made a mistake in listing Thailand as a country
where cases occurred (the CNN story has not
yet been archived on the CNN site). Thai-language
newscasts began reporting the "WHO admitted
it made a mistake" story and both The
Nation and Post reported it also
(Thailand
wrongly named as high-risk & WHO
gives Thailand clean bill of health – "We
want Thailand to be taken off the list because
it could affect the tourism industry,"
public health permanent secretary Vallop Thainuea
said. / No
cases of SARS have been reported in Thailand
yet).
Yet according to the WHO’s website (WHO’s
update for March 18 and March
19), Thailand is still on the list (WHO
website: As of Wednesday 19 March, a cumulative
total of 264 suspected or probable cases and
9 deaths have been reported from 10 countries
(Canada, China, Germany Singapore, Slovenia,
Spain, Thailand, the United Kingdom, the United
States of America, and Viet Nam.). Thailand
is also still prominently listed on the main
WHO page under "WHO issues emergency
travel advisory."
2bangkok.com has asked WHO for a comment, but
we have received no response.

Americans will be told to go elsewhere
March 22, 2003
Categories: Tourism
Americans
will be told to go elsewhere – Bangkok
Post, March 22, 2003
A famous resort on Koh Samui is turning away American tourists
in protest against US attacks on Iraq. Wirat Pongchababnapa, owner
of Pavilion
Resort Koh Samui on Lamai beach, said the resort would not welcome
American tourists. The protest was also against President George W
Bush “who liked violence and wanted to have enemies”.
Mr. Wirat can expect a visit from the authorities. The government
protects the tourism industry like no other and we doubt if this kind
of protest will be tolerated. 2Bangkok.com guarantees that by tomorrow
the local press will be reporting that this report was a mistake and
Mr. Wirat will be insisting he never made such a statement.
Reuters reports: …He said he had already turned away two
U.S. tourists, provoking protest letters and e-mails from other Americans.
"I have politely told them that I am opposed to the policies
of their government, and Americans are not welcome here," he
told Reuters. "My resort is against war mongers."

All about the Royal Crown Property Bureau
March 24, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
All
about the Royal Crown Property Bureau
– The Nation, March 24, 2003
800 staff, 10,000 rai in Bangkok alone, core
investments – Siam Cement Group, Siam Commercial
Bank and Deves Insurance…

Thailand Highway Map online
March 27, 2003
Thailand Highway Map online
– March 27, 2003
Department of Highways has the Thailand
Highway Map online. It’s about 5MB.

Water Country
March 28, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Water
Country – March 28, 2003
Interesting map of the southeastern greater
Bangkok area…

Myanmar to send troops to end Iraqi dictatorship
April 1, 2003
Categories: Humor, Myanmar/Burma
April Fool’s Myanmar
to send troops to end Iraqi dictatorship
– The Irrawaddy, April 1, 2003

Thais seeking political asylum in the U.S. will be detained
April 1, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thais seeking political asylum in the U.S. will be detained – New York
Times, April 1, 2003
Thailand is on a list of 32 countries (most
either with Muslim majorities or large Muslim
populations) whose nationals will be detained
if seeking political asylum "while their
applications are considered, a process that
takes six months or more." The list of
countries is not publicly disclosed, but was
pieced together by lawyers opposing the rule.
We wonder how many Thais go to the US for political
asylum.

Phuket Pass Project Limited
April 5, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit, Thai Politics

Last updated April 5, 2003
Phuket Pass Project Limited is the company that was given the contract for the expensive study of the Kra Canal Project. It first surfaced in the news on August 8,
2002 when it was reported the company would receive the canal study project. The Companies Registry in Hong Kong now informs 2B that this was less than one
month after the company was incorporated: …Phuket Pass Project Limited (CR No.: 805288)… was incorporated as a limited company in Hong Kong on 10 July
2002 and is still on the register of companies maintained by this Registry as at the date hereof. After protests from other companies bidding on the study (most of
which were companies with track records and past expertise), the issue disappeared from the news until January 2003, when it was again announced that Phuket Pass
Project Ltd. would be doing the study.
"The Share capital of the Company is HK$10,000.00
divided into 10,000 shares of HK$1.00 each…"
(HK$10,000 is about 55,000 baht)
Company number: 805288
According to the documents offices are located at 46
Wyndham Street, Central, Hong Kong. 46-48 Wyndham
Street is the address of a 23 story highrise called
Winning Centre. It is not stated what unit in the highrise
houses Phuket Pass offices.
More on Phuket Pass Project – April 5, 2003
Leong Weng Kee, a Director of Phuket Pass Project
Limited comments: I assisted Dr. Adisak Techaadisak to
establish a special purpose vehicle (SPV), namely
Phuket Pass Project Limited, Hong Kong, to enable
sponsors cum investors to sponsor the Full Feasibility
Study of the Kra Canal Project. The objective of the
sponsors cum investors is obviously to bid for the
Concession Contract should the study proved the project
to be feasible and in the interests of the Government and
the people of Thailand. This is of course subject to the
final approval of the Cabinet. For more information, I
would suggest you kindly contact: Dr. Adisak
Techaadisak, Chairman and CEO, Phuket Pass Project
Limited, 333 Lao Peng Nguan Tower 1, Floor 25 Soi
Choei Phuang, Vibhavadrangsit Road, Ladyao, Jatujak,
Bangkok 10900, Tel: 662-6188581-5, Fax: 6626188586.

There has been some confusion in the international press
as to who is on the board. Here are the three
shareholders and directors:
Adisak Dechnitirat
World Residence Service Apartment
58 Soi Charoenrat 4
Charoenrat Raod
Klongtonsai Klongsan Bangkok 10600
Thailand
Don Hon Tung Chan
151A King’s Road #12-03 Farrer Court
Singapore 268158
Leong Weng Kee (some press reports write this name as
"Leong Wangkee")
151A King’s Road #12-03 Farrer Court
Singapore 268158

Six days after the company was set up, Sakae Torisawa
was added as a director:
Torisawa Sakae
1-3-24 Imagawa Urayasu
Chiba, Japan
More on the Kra Canal

Taiwan Legislators seek revenge for Thai mask rule
April 6, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Taiwan
Legislators seek revenge for Thai mask rule
– Taipei Times, April 6, 2003
In the last year there have been huge rows between
Taiwan and Thailand on various issues including
Thailand’s snubs of Taiwanese officals visiting
Thailand (in deference to China). These issues
do not make much news here, but they are top
stories for weeks in Taiwan.
April 8, 2003 – The local press is picking up
on this story now–but we mentioned it first!

Interesting links
April 7, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
Interesting links – June 15, 2006
Interesting history articles from The Nation…
100 FIRSTS THAT SHAPED BANGKOK: Heralding the haircut – The Nation, November 9, 2004
EDUCATION: One magical history tour – The Nation, April 7, 2003

New York Times in town!
April 9, 2003
New York Times in town!
– April 9, 2003
Sometimes a glut of articles about Thailand
in an overseas newspaper means one of their
reporters is stopping by for a visit and then
writing up all the local issues. Seth Mydans
recently has had several articles about Thailand
run in the Times. Before the Thai articles
he had a series of articles covering issues
in the Philippines. The latest Thai-themed article
is "Thais
Seek Safety in Masks and Faith." Usually
these type of articles poke fun at weird Thailand
and this one, about how Thais are protecting
themselves from SARS, ends in a characteristic
way: …The Buddhist Abbot Utama of Kanchanaburi
is counseling his followers to paint their fingernails
every Thursday and Friday with characters from
the sacred language of Pali. The left fingernails
are to be inscribed with the characters te,
cha, su, na and ma. The right fingernails should
carry the characters pu, cha, nang, vi and ve.
Alternatively, some people suggest a potion
recommended by the Chinese goddess of mercy,
Guanyin: boil five sprigs of parsley, five sprigs
of spring onion and five slices of ginger in
two bowls of water. Add salt and brown sugar.
After drinking, avoid washing the hands for
one hour.

How did this happen?
April 10, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
How did this happen?
13:10 –
Bomb
blast at Had Yai railway station – The Nation,
April 10, 2003
Correction:
no bomb blast in Had Yai – The Nation,
April 10, 2003 – "News input was an error"
16:08 –
These two articles have already vanished from The
Nation site.

Burmese-American soldier leads Iraqi statue’s destruction
April 11, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
Burmese-American soldier leads Iraqi statue’s destruction
– April 11, 2003
Don points out: The main U.S. Marine
involved in pulling down that statue of Saddam
is from a family of Burmese refugees, and they
were watching on television when he did it.

Who is Benedict Anderson?
April 12, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Who is Benedict Anderson? – April 12, 2003
The Nation printed a bizarre "interview" entitled How to understand American hypocrisy? with "Professor Benedict Anderson, political
scientist and a retired professor at Cornell University."
It contained questions like: "Some of the so-called Thai elite had openly expressed their preference to have their children grow up under the
more-or-less benign US hegemony rather than other world powers. Do you find this wise and pragmatic?"
Benedict Anderson is an acclaimed left-wing thinker: Benedict Anderson, the author of Imagined Communities and The Spectre of
Comparisons, is a professor of government at Cornell University. Another source says: Benedict Anderson is one of the world’s leading
authorities on South East Asian nationalism and particularly on Indonesia. Benedict Anderson is Professor of International Studies and
Director of the Modern Indonesia Project at Cornell University, New York.
He has previously been quoted in The Nation on Thai-Cambodian relations: "If Angkor Wat belongs to Thailand, then Chiang Mai should go to
Burma" and also speculating that al-Qaeda was not responsible for the Bali bombings. Here’s a speech he gave critiquing nations in Southeast Benedict
Anderson, 2001
Asia in 2001.

Chaing Mai-world’s fly tying capital
April 14, 2003
Chaing
Mai–world’s fly tying capital
– Boston Globe, April 14, 2003
”Chiang Mai is to fly tying what Silicon
Valley is to computers,” says Wayne Richey,
who heads Targus Fly & Feather, one of the
four largest fly-making operations in Thailand.

Cambodian road to Phra Viharn
April 17, 2003
Categories: Border Issues, Cambodia
Cambodian road to
Phra Viharn –
April 17, 2003
A post we just came across in the Bkkriders
group: Say, did you know that there
is now a road to ride up all the way to
the top of Khao Phra Viharn from
the Cambodian side! I didn’t
know that. Not that I read newspapers
everyday, but I have a feeling that this
news may be suppressed in Thailand? Certainly,
it should be embarrassing for Thai people–in
particular, for officials–that now they
must hand over the honor of being the
only gateway to this splendid ancient
ruin, especially as they have one-sidedly
closed this gateway back in 2001. I have
mixed feelings about this news. On my
first (and only) visit there in 1999,
I enjoyed solitude and serenity among
the splendor of the landscape. Those days
are over now, I guess. I have gathered
some information on Khao Phra Viharn and
put them on my homepage.
-Shinji

First round, then rectangular, now square
April 18, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News

First round, then rectangular,
now square – June 3, 2003
The new shape car registration stickers…A post article (Back
to the round car tax stickers – Bangkok Post, April
18, 2003) mentioned the new stickers would be circular again,
but apparently they are square. These are the car registration
stickers that appear in the front windows of cars.
Right: The old paper car tax (registration) notice.

Left: The round paper notice
was replaced by this easy-to-see
reflective sticker.

Right: Now the paper sticker is back, but it is square (and looks like the square insurance sticker that all cars also
must have).

Cambodian Ire Hurts Thai Interests
April 19, 2003
Cambodian
Ire Hurts Thai Interests
– New York Times, April 19, 2003
…"Everyone knows Thai people look
down on Khmers," said Khem Ratanak, a 15-year-old
high school student in Phnom Penh, adding that
he will no longer buy Thai toothpaste or combs.
"So why should I buy anything from Thailand?"
Young people on the streets sneer at the mention
of Thailand. Cambodian tourist guides now like
to punctuate their encyclopedic verse with thinly
veiled attacks on Thai culture and morality.
Join any historical tour in Cambodia and you
are likely to hear anti-Thai sentiments. "Underneath
this temple, there was once a lot of gold, but
now it is gone," said Kong Chanthorn, an
Angkor Wat tourist guide in Siem Reap, pointing
to the base of the temple during a tour last
week. "Now the gold is gone. Where did
it go? Nobody knows. It’s probably in Thailand."

The taxi fare increase
April 24, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
The taxi fare
increase – translated
and summarized from SiamRath,
April 24, 2003
Whether the increase is final, we have not been
able to determine (many are skeptical). In any
event, Siamrath reported that the cabinet
approved a plan to raise Bangkok taxi meter
fees.
1) Initial fee (first 2 km) – from 35 baht
to 50 baht
2) The next kilometers – from 4.50 baht/km (the
3th-12th km), 5 baht/km (the 13th-20th km) and
5.50 baht/km (the 21th km and beyond) to 12
baht/km
3) Traffic jam fee (at speeds less than 6 km/hr)
– from 1.25 baht/minute to 3 baht/minute
4) Calling charge (in case of calling for a
cab by telephone) from 20 baht to 50 baht
5) Airport fee from 50 baht to 100 baht
Taxis can remain in use for 12 years (raised
from the present 7 years).
The reasons behind the skyrocket price are that
taxi fees have been frozen for 10 years and
fuel prices (especially the NGV gas for taxis)
have risen. Normally, one NGV tank carries 40
kg of NGV gas to run for 12 hours. NGV has replaced
LPG gas since NGV is safer than LPG. Another
reason given is that the expressway charge will
be raised by 5 baht in coming years (even though
the passengers are the ones who have to pay
the expressway charges).

Early Paragon advertising and the Bangkok Post
April 25, 2003
Categories: Buildings, Thai Newspapers and Magazines
Early Paragon advertising and the Bangkok Post
Back to the main Paragon page
"The Glorious Phenomenon Begins 2005" – July 17, 2003
At long last, the official Siam Paragon website is up. It’s a slow flash site. The English has been cleaned up, but is still filled with flowery praises for the project.
Remember, the design is an "unprecedented architectural masterpiece" and the Paragon is now not only the "Pride of Bangkok," but also the "Heritage of Thailand."
What happened to the Insider column in the Bangkok Post? – April 25, 2003
Several people have asked what happened to the beloved Insider column in the Bangkok Post. When 2Bangkok.com first mocked the Paragon website (someone has
mirrored the original Paragon website here), we also challenged the local press to do the same. The Insider took up the challenge and poked fun at the English used
on the site.
2B learned that the Insider article resulted in a warning from powerful people involved in both the Post board and the Paragon development not to make fun of the
Paragon in the future. Then doing the Insider column was "not fun anymore."
The Insider was offered a new job within the newspaper that conveniently made it not possible to continue the column. The Paragon website has since been
revamped, replacing the odd English with an extremely slow loading Flash animation complete with background music from The Lord of the Rings ("Full
information would be available on April 2003").
A shopping center is the "Pride the Bangkok"? – August 24, 2002
The original Paragon website is a single 1.38MB page where no superlative is too extreme: "THE PINNACLE EVOLUTION of the Millennium Lifestyle." There
are some great graphics of the new building though. The Post also had a huge Paragon ad on Friday–the most elaborate insert we have ever seen. It is surprising that
they would spent the money on the ad, but not have a single line of readable English in it: "The world of men’s desire of technology & sports, auto gallery & digital
world," "The global retail entertainment phenomenon on the gems location of Bangkok," etc.
All this screaming, in-your-face promotion has become a bit much. There may be many things that could be considered the "Pride of Bangkok," but a shopping
center is not one of them. The local English papers are full of breezy columnists who like to poke fun of stuff like this. We wonder if we will see any jibes at the
expense of the free-spending and influential Paragon backers.
September 17, 2002 – UPDATE: Yes, every columnist in town it seems ended up making fun of the bad English in the Paragon newspaper insert and asking why
they did not hire a proofreader.

(Diagram: The Paragon)
No setback: The Paragon in relation to the existing Siam skytrain station
Back to the main Paragon page

Thai youths spurn wine, women and song
April 27, 2003
Categories: Culture and Society
Thai youths spurn wine, women and song – MCOT, April 27, 2003
Young Thai men emerged from a poll published yesterday as being a staid and sober bunch, spurning drugs, alcohol, gambling and the traditional Thai male pastime
of ‘visiting girls’.
The Suan Dusit poll of 1,566 Thai men aged between 15 and 20 in Bangkok and the surrounding provinces found that the vast majority of those surveyed felt that
cigarettes, alcohol, gambling, drugs and visiting prostitutes were bad.
The practice of visiting prostitutes topped the list of vices in terms of its perceived negative consequences, with 53.31 percent of respondents said that it put young
men and their families at risk of AIDS.
Gambling was blamed for creating debts, while drugs were accused of destroying lives and the future of young people, and cigarettes were blamed for damaging
health.

Crackdown on pirated CDs, VCDs and DVDs begins
May 2, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Crackdown
on pirated CDs, VCDs and DVDs begins
– Bangkok Post, May 2, 2003
…However, only one shop attendant was arrested.
Most other owners of shops selling fake goods,
aware of the highly publicised starting date
of the crackdown, apparently chose to stay closed.
Generally, only shops selling legitimate products
were open yesterday… "The police are
inspecting. We have to cease selling pirated
music CDs and movie DVDs for a while,"
said a male shop attendant at Fortune Plaza
who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Press freedom downgraded from ‘free’ to ‘partially free’
May 2, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Press freedom downgraded from ‘free’ to ‘partially free’ – The Nation,
May 2, 2003
…"In Thailand, which declined from ‘free’
to ‘partly free’ after two international publications
(The Economist and Far Eastern Economic Review)
were banned, local media faced official pressure
to soften critical reporting, and several editors
were forced to resign," Freedom House said…
"As far as I know the media does not have
less freedom," government spokesman Sita
Divari said yesterday. "Two international
publications were banned for national security
but no radio programmes critical of the government
that I know of have ever been taken off the
air," he said…
PRESS FREEDOM: Survey downgrades Kingdom
Published on May 2, 2003
Thailand’s proud image as Asia’s hub of press freedom has been severely tarnished after an international study named the Kingdom as one of 11 countries worldwide
where restrictions on independent media outlets have increased markedly.
In a report released on Wednesday, US-based Freedom House, a non-profit, non-partisan organisation, downgraded Thailand’s media from “free” to “partly free”.
It cited Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s pressure on local media and problems with international publications as the reason behind the downgrading.
“In Thailand, which declined from ‘free’ to ‘partly free’ after two international publications (The Economist and Far Eastern Economic Review) were banned, local
media faced official pressure to soften critical reporting, and several editors were forced to resign,” Freedom House said.
“The restrictions in Thailand came as Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra increased executive powers and moved to prevent media coverage of official corruption.”
The downgrading is a major embarrassment to Thailand, previously known as having some of most open media in Asia, with it now ranked along with six other Asia
Pacific nations with only a “partly free” press.
Eighteen countries in the region are classified as having a “free” media, while 14 others are rated as being “not free”. Remarkably, countries with “free” media in
Asia Pacific outnumber those in the “partly free” and “not free” categories.
“Newspapers in Thailand scrutinise official policies and report allegations of corruption and human rights abuses, but journalists exercise an increasing level of
self-censorship,” the organisation said.
“An independent media group’s radio programmes were taken off the air on the grounds that they were too critical of the government.
“Media organisations accused the government of intimidation after learning that an anti-corruption agency had been instructed to investigate the bank accounts of
leading journalists and critical publications.”
The other countries downgraded by Freedom House are Armenia, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Jordan, Nepal, Panama, Peru, Russia, Ukraine, and
Venezuela. Only two countries – Fiji and Sri Lanka – were upgraded.
Among the most serious developments were major press freedom setbacks in Russia, Ukraine and Venezuela.
Thailand scored 36 out of 100 for press freedom – on a scale in which the more repressive a country is, the bigger the number it scores.
Broken down, Thailand scored 12 out of 30 for legal environment, 12 out of 40 for political influences and 12 out of 30 for economic pressure.
“We are deeply concerned by this significant decline in press freedom,” said Freedom House executive director Jennifer Windsor.
“Of particular concern is that some countries that are nominally democratic do not feature vibrant independent media due to heavy government interference,”
Windsor said.
The Thaksin government denied yesterday that press freedom was eroding in Thailand.
“As far as I know the media does not have less freedom,” government spokesman Sita Divari said yesterday.
“Two international publications were banned for national security but no radio programmes critical of the government that I know of have ever been taken off the
air,” he said.
He also indicated the Anti-Money Laundering Office initiated its own investigation into bank accounts of journalists.
Surasak Jiramonkol, secretary-general of the Thai Journalists Association, said that media interference was a serious problem for the Thai media nowadays and the
future of press freedom remained grim.
“Economic interference is affecting press freedom more blatantly than direct political intervention,” Surasak said. “Politicians are trying to control the media
through advertisement spending.”
He added the financial pressure was forcing many journalists to exercise self-censorship.
Freedom House monitors political rights and civil liberties worldwide. In addition to its annual ‘Freedom of the Press’ survey, it also publishes ‘Freedom in the
World’, an annual global survey measuring freedom in every country, and ‘Nations in Transit’, a comprehensive comparative survey of the post-Communist states of
Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet Union.

Mercury passes in front of the sun today
May 7, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Bangkok – 12:13pm-5:29pm
– May 7, 2003
Mercury passes in front of the sun today. Despite a Post
article last week that quoted someone from the Thai Astronomy
Association as advising "those interested in viewing it directly
were advised to watch through black tinted glasses," the only
safe way is to view it is on this special NASA
webpage and this list
of webcasts.

Connecting remote Lao villages to the net with bicycle power
May 7, 2003
Categories: Laos

For some reason the U.S. press loves this story and is following
every move. The latest are the difficulties
encountered in due to power surges and fried hard drives. The
project is being run by the Jhai
Foundation. Wired confidently proclaims "Jhai"
is Laotian for "hearts and minds working together."
We think it just means "heart."

Profile of Jae Leng, or “Sister Dragon”
May 7, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Profile
of Jae Leng, or “Sister Dragon” –
Bangkok Post, May 7, 2003
Something about a local tycoon who started by selling smuggled luxury
products: Once again, she insists she has washed her hands of selling
smuggled "duty-free" branded luxury goods. Mrs Araya has
no qualms about her earlier days of selling products supplied by flight
attendants who hand-carried them from overseas.
It also hints of the typical tact used by copyright owners and manufacturers
who want exclusive distribution–give the legitimate rights to those
who are currently pirating their products.

Thailand’s romance with foreign experts
May 7, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Thailand’s
romance with foreign experts – The
Nation, May 7, 2003
Just something to note: How several times a year, a renowned foreign
expert comes to Thailand and tells everyone something they want to
hear ("Thailand can be the next Ireland…"), is lionized,
meets with the Prime Minister, and makes front page news for several
days…

Too many temples in Thailand
May 8, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs
Too
many temples in Thailand – CNN, May 8,
2003
…(Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-Ngam) on Tuesday said too
many new temples were being built, many in defiance of current regulations
decreeing that temples must be at least 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) away
from each other… There are more than 32,000 temples nationwide,
but more than 5,000 are unused or deserted, (Suthiwong Tantayaphisalsut,
director of the National Buddhist Institute,) told The Associated
Press. There are about 500,000 monks and novices in Thailand.

There are simply too many shrimp worldwide
May 8, 2003
There
are simply too many shrimp worldwide
– NYT, May 8, 2003
After decades of growth brought about by the creation of giant, man-made
shrimp ponds throughout Asia, prices have collapsed.

Banning the national flower
May 9, 2003
Banning
the national flower – AFP, May 9, 2003
Not about Thailand, but we wonder if it could happen here. Plastic
bags, or the ‘national flower,’ have been banned in South Africa.
Plastic bags have also been banned in Taiwan.

Govt to officially recognize democracy uprising of Oct 14
May 9, 2003
Categories: October, 1973
Govt to officially recognize democracy uprising of Oct 14
– MCOT, May 9, 2003
The democracy activists who lost their lives 20 years ago when
they were gunned down by troops loyal to the Thanom regime are at
last set to see official recognition of their sacrifice, with MPs
and senators today announcing that they would join together to propose
an urgent Parliamentary motion that would see October 14 designated
as National Democracy Day and the events of 1973 made part of the
national school curriculum.

Promoting domestic tourism
May 9, 2003
Categories: Tourism

Promoting domestic tourism
– May 9, 2003
You might want to pick up this small Thai-language book for
sale for 25 baht at the counters of most bookstores. It points
out lesser known tourist attractions around Thailand as part
of the "Unseen in Thailand" tourism campaign.

Firm raided over ‘N-part’ export
May 11, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Firm raided over ‘N-part’ export
– May 11, 2003
Yomiuri Shimbun reports (in English
and Japanese)
a Japanese firm was raided for trying to export nuclear device materials
through "a Thai communications device maker."
The (Metropolitan Police Department) suspects Meishin have frequently
used the Thai company to bypass restrictions and evade inspections
by the ministry, which oversees exports and imports of such devices.
The devices could be diverted for use in a uranium enrichment program
to develop nuclear weapons, the MPD said.
The Bangkok Post refers
to the company as a "Thai communications firm." Asahi
Shimbun has some history
of Meishin’s past attempts to get nuclear parts to North Korea and
Yomiuri Shimbun has something
about repeated attempts to get oscilloscopes to North Korea. We are
curious what "Thai communications device maker" is being
referred to.

Thai soccer craze
May 11, 2003
Categories: Sports
Thai soccer craze – May 11, 2003
Fun article how how popular English football
is in Thailand: Student Visaruth Hemindra
owns hundreds of videotapes of English soccer
matches. His wardrobe is stuffed with replica
uniforms of his favorite teams. His bedroom
table is piled high with portraits of the
players he idolizes…

Opening a Thai restaurant in Afghanistan
May 12, 2003
Categories: Food and Drink
Opening a Thai restaurant in Afghanistan – AP,
May 12, 2003
Weird story about a Thai woman who opens restaurants in places like
Afghanistan: "In a country like this, there is not much competition,"
said Ms. Thongngamkam, purveyor of quality cuisine and souvenir T-shirts
to nation builders in broken states around the world. "When a
country gets in trouble, I’m always interested."

Buy a subway car for USD $5000
May 13, 2003
Buy a subway car for USD $5000
– May 13, 2003
Nothing to do with Thailand, but interesting: Slashdot pointed
out an ebay
auction for old Radio Shack subway cars. More about the Bangkok
Subway.

The giant catfish is in danger of disappearing from Thailand completely
May 15, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Giant
catfish vanishing – May 15, 2003
"No fish have been captured in Thailand since 2001 and
the giant catfish is in danger of disappearing from Thailand
completely,"… Currently, the Mekong giant catfish P.
gigas is listed as endangered by the World Conservation Union
(IUCN) and is in the process of being re-designated as critically
endangered.

May Uprising – 11th Anniversary: Is this what we wanted?
May 17, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
May Uprising – 11th Anniversary: Is this what we wanted?
– The Nation, May 17, 2003
The Thaksin government: different, scary, unforeseen, stable… Various
views of Thai government 11 years after the protests that spawned
it.

Overseas Americans’ taxes going up?
May 21, 2003
Overseas Americans’ taxes going
up? – May 21, 2003
The latest confusing reports are that the removal of the tax deduction
for Americans working overseas WILL be removed during committee.
Earlier: The American Chamber of Commerce reports: Many of you
have heard by now that the amendment to strip the section 911 provision
out of the Senate Tax bill failed by a vote of 51 to 49. Thus the
Senate Tax bill has been approved which includes REPEALING the 911
provision. The next step in the legislative process is expected to
be convening a conference committee to reconcile differences between
the Senate- and House-passed economic growth bills. The House May
9 passed a $550 billion tax reduction bill that does not include any
revenue offsets. An elimination of section 911 will raise the cost
of American’s doing business abroad and affect your taxes.
U.S. citizens about to lose tax benefits of working
overseas – May 14, 2003
The American Chamber of Commerce
is warning that the elimination of the $80,000 exclusion on foreign
earned income is slated to be repealed for American workers overseas.
It is being debated this week in Congress. They suggest American overseas
workers contact their representatives immediately.
To facilitate your action, we are providing the following:
1. A generic
letter addressed to both a Senator and a House member explaining
the reasons the overseas exclusion should not be repealed. Please
modify the letter to your particular circumstances; and
2. Send this letter to your elected representative. Contact information
can be found at:
* Senator and Senate leadership
* Congressperson and House leadership
(if uncertain, use your last known address or a relative’s address)
FAX numbers should be available from the Member’s website. Please
do not "MAIL"–since the anthrax scare, mail can take weeks
to be delivered. EMAIL is possible for most offices only if you provide
a local (U.S.) address and zip code.
This matter is urgent as the Full Senate is considering this legislation
this week and the Republicans are hoping to conclude the conference
and send a final bill to the President before the Memorial Day recess
begins May 23.
For U.S. taxpayers in Thailand, the repeal of 911 may not have much
impact on individual U.S. taxpayers overall tax rates, however, the
repeal would mean higher cost of American business abroad in general,
the effects being heavy on U.S. exports. It could result in a 2% reduction
in US exports, which translates to a loss of over 250,000 U.S.-based
jobs.
You may view the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s summary of Why
the Exclusion of Americans Income Earned Abroad is Critical to U.S.
Economic Security.

Klong Mass Transit
May 23, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit
The Klong Tramway was one of former Bangkok Governor
Bhichit Rattakul’s election promises–to build a tramway along a klong
(canal) that would link up to the BTS Skytrain.
The plan was criticized for relying
only on private investment in the same way the failed Hopewell project
did. The cost (US$285 million) also seemed unrealistically low for
a mass transit project and historians warned that the project would
obstruct and change the character of a historic canal.
(Graphic: Bangkok Post, November
22, 1998)

The Klong Tramway project died when
Rattakul left office in 2000.

Fast Facts
Status: This project is defunct
Klong Tramway station list
Cost: $285 million
Route: along Klong Chong Nonsi and Rama III roads to the foot of the New
Bangkok Bridge
Length: 12.5 km
Capacity: 250,000 people per day
Agencies responsible: BMA and the Office of the Commission for the Management
of Road Traffic (OCMRT)
To be completed in 2 years
Stations: 14
To connect to the Skytrain at Sathorn Road

Democrats to self-destruct?
May 23, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Democrats to self-destruct? – The Nation,
May 23, 2003
This article illuminates the fractured
Democrats, business alliances, Transport Minister Suriya,
and the new airport ("widely known as one of the most
corrupt projects in Thailand").

A tale of two newspapers: Gangs controlling motorcycle taxis
May 23, 2003
Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers, Crime
You are in the wrong business! From the Post
(May 22, 2003): Gangs controlling motorcycle taxis in Bangkok earn
at least 100 million baht a month from fees imposed on more than 1,800
motorcycle-taxi queues.
The Post gets people at a motorcycle taxi stand on Soi Charansanitwong
45 to go on record stating extorted money goes to the police. However,
the last part of The Nation’s article
(May 23, 2003) tells of another drama going on at the Soi Charansanitwong
45 stand: Meanwhile, police said they would seek an arrest warrant
for an underworld figure who allegedly threatened to take over a motorcycle-taxi
stand from a businesswoman on Soi Charansanitwong 45… Metropolitan
Police Bureau deputy commissioner Maj-General Chakthip Kunchorn na
Ayutthaya said that to obtain an arrest warrant, police needed three
witnesses to state that Narong had threatened Sompot.
While the Post reports the solution to mafia payoffs is a government
plan to register the cyclists, The Nation is already reporting
the next step in the saga: Motorcycle-taxi drivers who flocked
to district offices to register their businesses under a government
plan to free them from "influential figures" came away disappointed
yesterday when they discovered that the registration forms had not
been written… It then states about 100 motorcyclists drove to
parliament to protest this inability to register.
Oddly, the Post article
(May 23, 2003) also reports a protest of about 100 motorcyclists,
but instead of protesting the government, the Post claims the
gathering was to show their support for the government campaign
against gangsters who extort money from them… The protest ended
when a senior police officer spoke to them and convinced them to go
back to work.

The Bangkok Land Skytrain
May 24, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit

Above: An artist’s impression of the Bangkok Land elevated train station at a retail concourse (Bangkok Highrises).

The "Bangkok Land Skytrain" – May 23, 2003
Pas Saengsong of Bangkok Highrises fills us in on the project that briefly existed between the Lavilin Skytrain and the BTS Skytrain projects–the Bangkok Land
Skytrain: This overhead rail system was the precursor to the MRTA subway (the routes are the same) but would be elevated with only an 800m section underground.
Also called "Skytrain." The government scrapped the Lavalin contract in 1992 as the company failed to meet start-up deadlines. A new contract was awarded to
Bangkok Land. The catch was that Bangkok Land would build the system on a turnkey basis and in return the government would allow the company to develop 48
hectares of land set aside for the train depot. The system would be extended to Muang Thong Thani. In May 1995 the Chuan government canceled the project "after
government officials ruled that concessions given to the developer were not permissible under Thai law." This was from an article from "Asia Today" in 1994 and
1995.
Pas also sends along an article from Asia Today, April, 1994 (127kb)

Above: The Metro City Development. More info at the bottom of this page (Bangkok Highrises).

BTW: The Bangkok Highrises site has three pages documenting proposed, on-hold, and unbuilt projects around town (page 1 – 2 – 3).
Political history & personalities behind the Bangkok Land Skytrain – May 24, 2003
Wisarut reports: Note that Bangkok Land is an elder brother company of Thanayong–since both companies are headed by the Kanchanaphak family (Anant
Kanchanaphak for Bangkok Land and Khiree Kanchanaphak for Thanayong).
The reasons Premier Chuan decided to cancel the deal with Bangkok Land are probably:
1) Pressure from environmental lobbyists who were opposed to the Skytrain (such as Senator Choptchoy Sophonphanit).
2) The connection between the Democrats (Chuan’s party) and Ch. Karnchang. Since Ch. Karnchang lost the Skytrain deal along Ratchadaphisek, they wanted to
sabotage the Bangkok Land deal so Ch. Karnchang would win the next bidding. Ch. Karnchang did win the new bid by coming up with the subway which pleased
both Chuan and the environmental lobbyists. Later on Ch. Kanrchang (in the form of BMCL) won the concession to operate it (during the second administration of
Premier Chuan).
The result of such deals caused the Bangkok mass transit systems (BTSC and MRTA) to have a very difficult time interchanging passengers and rendered rolling
stock interchanges impossible (as one system is a subway and the other is a skytrain).
Presently, Ch. Kanchang is having trouble due to their strong connections with the Democrat Party (which is now not in office) while Italian Thai Development
keeps themselves neutral to hedge against the political upheavals.
For the case of Transport Minister Suriya’s plan to integrate the skytrain-subway systems (More on how the integration of Bangkok mass transit might happen,
Manager Daily, May 15, 2003), Ch. Karnchang will have a very hard time closing the deal as both projects have strong connections with the Democrats. Ch.
Karnchang has already been stymied on several occasions: their plan to merge two expressways (North Bangkok and Bangklow-Chang Watthana) into an integrated
system and the plan to get a new concession to buy the subway concession held by BMCL were both sunk.
If Ch. Kanrchang decides to turn themselves to Thai Rak Thai, they will have a better chance to win the bid for the Skytrain-subway integration since Ch. Kanrchang
already has strong ties with Japanese contractors–the head of managers and head of engineers in the company graduated from schools in Japan.

Thaksin takes on the godfathers
May 27, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years

Crackdown
spurs jokes, ‘Maewtrix’ – The Nation,
May 27, 2003

Suriya Watch
May 28, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Suriya Watch – May 28,
2003
For those interested, Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit announced
a barrage of big plans (such as the plan
to unify Bangkok Mass Transit, promises of shorter waits at traffic
lights, and Suriya
wants 100km of tracks in 10 years) in the run-up to a planned
censure motion and impeachment of him by the Democrats this week.
Suriya also threatened to name names of opposition members involved
in graft at the new airport. However,
The Nation reports `Hands
off Suriya’ injunction by leaders stuns Democrats-Unknown bargain
struck by minister (May 28, 2003) so it looks like the minister
has dodged trouble for now.
UPDATED: Opposition
accuse transport minister of double standards – MCOT, May 29,
2003
Suriya
hits back at key Democrat – Bangkok Post, May 30, 2003

The Spitting Chinese
May 29, 2003
Categories: China
The spitting Chinese – May 29, 2003
Hawking up, anywhere, anytime, was a national pastime in
China … until Sars struck. Now the country is struggling to
keep it all in… Warning: graphic descriptions of spitting!

Asia finds its own way: In Praise of Thaksin
May 30, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Asia finds its own way: The Thai roadmap – Asia Times, May 30, 2003
If you regularly read the English-language press, you’ve probably only read negative press on the Prime Minister. Here’s something about Thaksin’s methods
explained by one his chief policy advisers.
…We in Asia should not replicate the West in our economic model, which does not mean that we should reject historical and scientific facts. We should rather
provide an alternative model of development, and an appropriate time frame to achieve our objective. The world will be richer if there is more than one model of
development.
The path of technological development is one with exponential steps. The pace of change is too rapid for humans to keep up with since we are all slaves to our
beliefs and emotions that continue to plod ahead at analog pace. Sometimes, we even take a step backward, since the violence of change may be too harsh for us to
bear.
We should strive to be a society that draws upon the assets of our rich history and natural resources to provide cash flows for our peoples, combining our assets with
modern technology. Such ways of production will enable us to trade and enter into economic and social relationships with both analog and digital societies…

Thai SARS Passport
June 3, 2003
Categories: Health
Thailand has been issuing a little health booklet to travelers coming from SARS-infected areas. Here’s what it looks like.

Idea for a Bangkok Central Park
June 5, 2003
Categories: Communities

Green – proposed areas of the park
Orange – railroad tracks
Red – subway station
Bangkok’s New Central Park
June 5, 2003 – An idea from 2Bangkok.com: convert all or part of the the 400-rai that has existed as a State Railway of Thailand (SRT) depot at Makkasan into
Bangkok’s new "Central Park." It could be centered around Makkasan Lake and Samsen Canal (both part of a Royal project for flood control) and be a last chance to
provide a green space for this part of town.
For decades this area has been a junkyard full of derelict buildings in the heart of Bangkok. It can easily be seen from the elevated expressways that pass over the
area and from the north side of Makkasan Road. Having a green area in this part of town is especially important with the loss of 26 acres of Sra Paduma Palace
gardens (the green area behind the demolished Siam Intercontinental) to more shopping center development.
The latest proposal for the Makkasan land is another large development project that includes a transport hub (for the far away new airport). The development would
include a "business center, shopping plaza, 5-star hotel, service apartments, offices for rent, trade center, and entertainment center." Such catch-all developments
projects are continually being proposed for ’empty’ areas of congested Bangkok. Klong Toey and the areas across from Chatuchak Park are currently under
consideration for such projects, as well as areas all along the new subway routes (Makkasan development and the Subway-Skytrain network, Manager Weekly, May
16, 2003).
The Makkasan land has previously been proposed as the new home of the Eastern and Southern bus terminals (Planning to move the Southern and Eastern Bus
Terminal (Ekkamai Terminal) to Makkasan, Dailynews, July 2, 2002). This was perhaps the most inexplicable idea in such a congested area.
SRT has shown it does not work well on large development projects. After the Hopewell debacle, few investors have shown a willingness to deal with this famously
corrupt government entity (Gordon Wu’s Hopewell Holdings was a company that exclusively worked with ‘difficult’ government entities in various companies to
develop large projects). The recent attempts to raise rents on SRT land tenants at the same time SRT has been embroiled in scandals merely emphasizes the lack of
focus of the organization. The continual inability to privatize the loss-making SRT does not inspire confidence either.
Benefits
A park would not add to the congestion of the area as another large development would.
It would add an important focal point to a haphazardly developed area of the city.
It is the last area of this size available of such a project–once it has been used there will not be another chance.
Any political party or personality that pushes this through would leave their mark on Bangkok’s character.
Buildings last for a generation, but parks last forever.
Any use of the land would require cooperation from the SRT union since redevelopment would involve the
eviction of SRT workers who live on the Makkasan grounds. Also on the grounds are a rudimentary Railway
Museum and the Thai Labor Museum (both of which should probably stay).
New York City’s Central Park
Wisarut adds: The 360 rai of land that makes up Lumphini Park (sometimes referred to as Bangkok’s Central Park) was secured by a 1927 Royal Edict of King
Prajadhipok.
The Royal City Avenue (RCA) area (to the east of Makkasan) is also SRT land and was developed by the Sophnphanit family. It could be revitalized since there are
just a few dilapidated offices in the area and pubs such as Route 66. It is a ghost town during the day.
(Thanks to Wisarut for additional information.)

Bangkok Central Park Development Concept – June 23, 2003
Pas Seangsong of Bangkok Highrises has created a 3D rendering of the new Bangkok Central Park 2Bangkok.com proposed earlier this month.
Features include:
* A landmark observation tower, preferably the tallest in the world (with a specific height in feet or meters to symbolize some national aspect–like the new building
in New York that will be 1776 feet high to symbolize the year of the founding of the U.S.)
* A manmade lake and water channel linking Samsen Nai and Saen Saep Canal via a ‘living stream’ running underneath the 1st stage expressway
* Residential, office + mixed use development on the perimeter (Kampaengphet/Makkasan Rd)
* Development around the Makkasan Transit Terminus (bus, train, airport train link interchange) with an entertainment center and a world class modern art gallery
like the Museum of Modern Art in NYC
* Some of the old railway sheds could be restored and convert into a railway museum and interpretive center
The Makkasan Terminal – July 26, 2003
Fast electric rail link broached again – Bangkok Post, July 26, 2003
FAST-TRACK SOLUTION: Skyway to new airport – The Nation, July 26, 2003
On Monday Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra will chair a meeting of the Second Bangkok International Airport development committee to consider this Bt26billion mega-project.
Regular 2Bangkok.com readers first read about this back in May (Makkasan development and the Subway-Skytrain network – Manager Weekly, May 16, 2003) and
may have also seen 2Bangkok.com’s proposal for a new Bangkok Central Park for the Makkasan land.
The Post article mentions Minister Suriya asked SRT to contact overseas investors. Considering the SRT’s sorry history on such projects and their uncertain, alwayspending privatization, such a project would take a lot of government commitment. SRT would not be able to spearhead it. More on the Suvanabhumi Airport
Ijud 1 writes: Developing the Makkasan railway station and workshop to become an all-in-one transportation terminal is really a brilliant idea. Same like what
Kuala Lumpur did at the old junk train station and workshop at Bricksfield to become KL Sentral. KL’s version of the in-city transportation hub with all the public
transportation crossing through it such as the KTM Commuter, LRT, monorail and also the KLIA Express Train. There are also hotels, shopping centres,
condominiums and also office buildings under one project. Check it out at www.klsentral.com.my and www.stesensentral.com for more info. I’m really excited to see
Thailand’s version of it!
The Makkasan workshop – August 18, 2003
Wisarut has added some details to a Bangkok Post story from the Manager Daily.
From the Bangkok Post
The Transport Ministry will move its Makkasan railway workshop to either Bang Sue or the Rama IX area to make way for a mass transit system linking Bangkok
and Suvarnabhumi airport.
Suriya Jungrungreangkit, the transport minister, said the workshop could move to the State Railway of Thailand’s Bang Sue compound where a large railway
maintenance centre would be developed. Or it could be relocated within the compound of the subway depot of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority.
Addemdum from Manager Daily, August 13, 2003
For the case of the MRTA Depot at Huay Kwang, it is necessary to think carefully since MRTA also plans to develop the land around the depot and maintenance
center as as well – probably a new depot at Bangsue is the only other option, but it is necessary to expand the Railway Community at Km 11 to accommodate those
SRT workers displaced from Makkasan. Furthermore, the 2nd phase of the Airport Link will have been extended to Bangsue eventually.
From the Bangkok Post
Makkasan will become an “airport link” terminal of express trains able to reach the new airport, 25 kilometres away, in 15 minutes. Airline passengers would be able
to check in at the Makkasan terminal, which would include a hotel, entertainment complex and shopping centre. Mr Suriya is awaiting a detailed development plan
from the State Railway of Thailand.
Cabinet recently endorsed a 20-million-baht budget for the SRT to contract a consultant to study the development that is likely to be a joint venture costing up to 26
billion baht . Several parties, including Mitsui from Japan (Suppliers of EMUs for KL Kommuter), Siemens from Germany and others from China, were interested,
he said. The government welcomed proposals from the private sector as it benefited decision-making and implementation.
SRT governor Chitsanti Dhanasobhon said the Makkasan workshop relocation plan would be proposed to Mr Suriya soon and the SRT would let the private sector
play a bigger role in railway maintenance.
Addemdum from Manager Daily, August 13, 2003
The previous biddings for locomotive maintenance are very expensive, thus it is necessary to change the way to inform the private sector so that there will be more
private companies to bid, thus cutting down the cost. So far, GE , Alstorm , Siemens, Hitachi , and a company from China could deal with the maintenance and
would have a very big maintenance center to deal with.

Reactions from SRT workers about the Airport Link Complex – translated and summarized by Wisarut from Siamturakij, August 24-30, 2003
After hearing about the plan for the Airport Link at Makkasan, SRT workers said they are willing to move into other places. However, they demand 5000 rai of land
for the new SRT communities for their families as well as for slum dwellers. Merging with Km 11 Railway Community would be fine, but the others may have to go
to either Rama IX (near the subway depot) or Nong Pladuk Junction (Junction for the Southern Railway – near Ban Pong, Ratchaburi).
Workers said SRT has to move heavy machines such as lathe machines, blast furnaces, and so on from the 25 workshops inside Makkasan and about 200 unused rail
cars and locomotives.
For the case of the Railway Hospital, they said they want to move to other places after the government becomes more serious about the Airport Link Complex.
Merchants around Makkasan flea market are the ones who are worried about their jobs. Many of them bring their products from their homes in the eastern region of
the country… thus moving to either Bangsue or Nong Pladuek will not work–they would have higher transportation costs and require more time to set up the stalls.

Bangkok denies report of al-Qaeda interrogations at base
June 10, 2003
Categories: Thai Secret Prison, The Thaksin Years
Bangkok
denies report of al-Qaeda interrogations at base
– The Nation, June 10, 2003
Thailand
Tiptoes in Step With American Antiterror Effort
– New York Times, June 8, 2003
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has secretly been helping in
the campaign against terrorism in several significant ways… But
Mr. Bush will receive Mr. Thaksin for several reasons, officials said.
For one, the administration wants Thailand’s promise not to turn over
any Americans to the International Criminal Court, a pledge the administration
has been seeking from other countries as well.
Thailand is also important in the Pentagon’s new strategy of "forward
positioning," establishing sites where American forces can store
equipment and from which they can come and go as needed.
One such place in Thailand is Utapao Air Base, 90 miles south of Bangkok.
During the Vietnam War, Utapao was humming 24 hours a day as a base
for B-52’s carrying out bombing raids over North Vietnam. Despite
Thailand’s studied neutrality on the war in Iraq — one Thai foreign
affairs official said during the war that the country had no position
— Mr. Thaksin allowed Utapao to be used by American warplanes
flying into combat in Iraq, as he had earlier, during the war in Afghanistan.
Utapao is also probably where Qaeda operatives have been interrogated,
retired American intelligence officials said, explaining that the
base had facilities for sophisticated interrogations.
Last year, according to other American officials, at least two senior
Qaeda operatives were brought here for interrogation — Abu Zubaydah,
thought to have been Al Qaeda’s operations chief, and Ramzi bin alShibh, a planner of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks…

Building a tower in Pagan
June 11, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
Building
a tower in Pagan – The Irrawaddy,
June 11, 2003
News from our neighbors: Burma’s number one leader, Sr-Gen
Than Shwe, stopped at Pagan during his recent two-week tour of the
country. The general inspected the site of the proposed 198-feet
high Nanmyint tower which will be completed in one year. Burma’s
historians and archaeologists quietly say that the beauty of Pagan
will be disfigured if the tower project goes ahead… In Burma,
few dare to question the plan, which is considered Than Shwe’s
pet project. Journals and magazines were told not to report on the
plan. Burma has more than 30 UNESCO-trained conservationists, but
they are hesitant to speak out lest they upset the generals.

The tallest buildings
June 12, 2003
Categories: Buildings
The tallest buildings – June 12, 2003
Cool poster of
the 45 tallest buildings
10 tallest
buildings in the world diagram (notice how much higher the highest floors of the Sears Tower and the 2 International Finance Centre are compared to the Peronas
Towers)
Popular Mechanics: How high will they build? – the Asian race for the tallest building
On this page is a diagram with so info on why certain buildings are considered taller than others.

Cable TV ruins Bhutan
June 15, 2003
Categories: Nothing to do with Thailand, but Interesting
Cable TV ruins Bhutan – June 15, 2003
News from our neighbors: Slashdot.org points out this article:
Four years ago, Bhutan, the fabled Himalayan Shangri-la, became the last nation on earth to introduce television. Suddenly a culture, barely changed in centuries,
was bombarded by 46 cable channels. And all too soon came Bhutan’s first crime wave – murder, fraud, drug offences.

Thailand joins the war on terror
June 17, 2003
Categories: Thai Secret Prison, The Thaksin Years
Thailand
joins the war on terror – Time,
June 17, 2003
Time has an overview of the recent terrorist arrests in Thailand:
In late 2002, Thailand’s prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra publicly
dismissed claims that terrorists were operating inside the country’s
borders as "ridiculous" and "fabrications" by
"crazy people."…In southern Thailand last week, police
arrested three Thai nationals, allegedly JI members, accused of plotting
a series of Bali-style car-bomb attacks on five embassies—American,
Australian, British, Israeli and Singaporean—in Bangkok. According
to police, the group also intended to hit soft targets in the city’s
backpacker quarter and in the popular tourist resorts of Pattaya and
Phuket…. Thailand’s terror crackdown hasn’t been well received in
some quarters, however. Critics in the country claim that the arrest
of the three Thais, announced just hours before the Thaksin-Bush meeting,
had the whiff of a publicity stunt…

Half-price hotels on Phang Nga resorts for Thais
June 17, 2003
Half-price
hotels on Phang Nga resorts for Thais
– Phuket Gazette, June 17, 2003
If you’re not Thai, you can check out Phang Nga room rates here.

SMS, SARS, and censorship
June 18, 2003
Categories: China
SMS, SARS, and censorship – June 18, 2003
News from our neighbors: How SMS messaging in China forced the government
to acknowledge the "fatal flu in Guangdong." And the steps
the Chinese government is taking to make sure it does not happen again.

The perils of ‘doing a Thaksin’
June 20, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
The perils of ‘doing a Thaksin’ – June 20, 2003
What foreigners think of Thailand: Philippine President Arroyo is
eyeing an intensified campaign against the drug trade, but critics
warn her about ‘doing a Thaksin’: With a weak justice system and
a tradition of police and military ‘shortcuts’ as in Thailand, it
could mean killing thousands of people on the streets, in their homes,
and in police stations.

Kiss and Ride signs are real
June 20, 2003
Kiss and Ride signs
are real – June 20, 2003
Earlier today: This is a photo (left) from Nury
Vittachi Travellers’ Tales, a column dedicated to showing
how illogical and odd Asians are. Anyone know where this photo
was taken?
Hitesh writes: Those "Kiss & Ride" signs were
out up a while ago (6+ months) next to subway station entrances
with car parking bays. I’m not sure exactly where your particular
photo was taken, but if I were to take a guess I would say at
the QSNCC subway station. I know I have seen one of these signs
in the parking bay there. Its on the opposite side of Ratchadapisek
Road from QSNCC and between Sukhumvit Soi 16 and the sidewalk.
In fact "Kiss & Ride" is not a mistake at
all, but the designation for an area where parents can drop
off their children safely. These kind of areas are in use throughout
the U.S.

Thammasat University peace speeches
June 20, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thammasat University peace speeches – June 20, 2003
Another interesting interview with Jahan Galtung in the opinion section of the Nation by Pravit Rojanaphruk about the collapse of the U.S. 20 years from now
because of "contradictions."
"It’s happening all over the world right now. Passengers are calling up their airlines to see what aircraft they’re flying," he said, adding that if it’s Boeing then they
will change the airline as Boeing produces bombers like the B-52 and is thus a "death factory".
Another speech in this series was How to understand American hypocrisy?
Anti-American articles like this have typically not turned up in English-language Thai press before. There have always been vitriolic and nationalistic editorials in
the Thai-language press away from the eyes of expats, but that these articles are now in the English-language press demonstrates the unprecedented distrust
generated over the Iraqi war.

The MTT tycoon
June 21, 2003
The MTT tycoon
– June 21, 2003
Bangkok Land founder Mongkol Kanjanapas died last week at the age
of 84. Something about his family and companies is here.

New Bangkok
June 22, 2003
New Bangkok – June 22,
2003
Not too many people saw the animated film Titan A.E. One part
had space travelers visiting a "New Bangkok." Backgrounds
from the sequence are here: day
and night.

‘Protocols of the Elders of Zion’ in Malaysia
June 22, 2003
Categories: Malaysia
‘Protocols
of the Elders of Zion’ in Malaysia – June 22,
2003
News from our neighbors: Officials of Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad’s party gave out copies of US industrialist Henry
Ford’s anti-semitic book "The International Jew" to delegates
at their annual assembly yesterday… translated into Bahasa Malay
and published in South Africa. The book, first published in the 1920s,
contains the "Protocols of the Elders of Zion" – originally
published in Russia in the early 20th century and used to peddle theories
of an international Jewish conspiracy.

When Ho Chi Minh lived in Thailand
June 23, 2003
Categories: Vietnam
When
Ho Chi Minh lived in Thailand – Bangkok Post, June 23, 2003

Ministry names 2,700 influential figures
June 25, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
Ministry
names 2,700 influential figures – Bangkok Post, June 25, 2003
The Interior Ministry has identified around 2,700 influential
figures… who will be able to avoid legal action only by reporting
to authorities and reforming their ways.

Pirates await Beckham’s number
June 25, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Pirates await Beckham’s number – CNN, June 25, 2003
An amusing CNN piece is showing on TV now (no web link?) about vendors
creating knockoff Beckham shirts along the roadside and the moves
to flood the market with new Beckham shirts as soon as his Real
Madrid number is revealed. Market stalls strain under the weight
of pirated goods… 9 out of 10 football jerseys in Thailand are
fake.

When family firms pick outsiders
June 27, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
When
family firms pick outsiders – Bangkok
Post, June 27, 2003
Very interesting article teaching Thais about the shocking notion
of picking non-family members to run their businesses: Mana,
a former sales manager of a supplier, is unique in that he is
the first MD who is not family-related. He is a professional from
a multinational company.

Sidewalk work
June 27, 2003

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

Sidewalk work – June 27,
2003
Something happening all over town–sidewalks are being resurfaced.
It is part of a major facelift for APEC 2003 in October. The new subway
cars will also be exhibited at the summit.

Thaksin slams junta for “frustrating” entire region
June 27, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma, The Thaksin Years
Thaksin slams junta for “frustrating” entire region
– Business Day, June 27, 2003
Notable merely as a rare rebuke from Thailand to its western neighbor:
Thailand added its voice on Thursday to an international outcry
of anger with neighbouring Myanmar’s ruling generals, saying
their detention of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi was frustrating
the whole region.

Odds and ends
June 27, 2003
Odds and ends
Time to catch up on some notable links:
Thais
in the ‘hood – June 27, 2003, The
Nation
Article about “Province 77,” a film about about life
in Thai Town, USA. "For many Thai people, America is
a dreamland," says Smith. "It’s only when they get
there that reality hits."
Where
are all the teachers? – June, 2003,
Ajarn.com
Ruminations about why local schools can no longer fill vacancies
for teachers.

Restored building
June 28, 2003

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

Restored building – June
28, 2003
A building on the southeast corner of Democracy Monument is almost
finished being restored.

Iron Cross Heads to US
June 28, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
Iron Cross Heads to US – The Irrawaddy,
June 28, 2003
News from our neighbors: Burmese heavy metal act Iron Cross will
leave Rangoon for several US concerts this week. Military authorities
barred the band from leaving Burma earlier this month.
Tour information is here
as well as band bios and downloadable songs.

Thai Tongue Twisters
June 29, 2003
Categories: Language
Thai Tongue Twisters – June 29, 2003

The Songkhla Train Station
July 1, 2003
Categories: Thai Railroads
Also: The Songkhla
to Hat Rai Rail line (from the edge of town to Hat Yai)
Also: Walking the Songkhla line
(from the station to the edge of town)
More links:Phil Abbey has a webpage about riding trains in the south in the early 1970’s which includes the Songkhla Bullet to Songkhla, the Smuggler’s Express to
the border, and going from Nakorn Sri Thammarat to Hat Yai

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The station canteen still operates.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The Songkhla Station is hidden in the chaotic and
dirty Songkhla market in the center of town. The station is just beyond
the large an empty former movie theater in the center of the photo.
Considering the immense amount of civic development Songkhla has undergone
in recent years (road and curb expansion, beachfront area development,
new hotels, cable cars to the hills), the station and surrounding area
might be a prime area for a sprucing up.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The station with a detergent advertisement hanging on the front.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Close up of the station entrance. The banner advertises a detergent.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The station is quite dilapidated.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The north side of the station has a waiting area.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The south side of the station is boarded up and locked.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Ticket booth in the center hall.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Looking through the center hall to the former station platform.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The south side of the station platform.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The north side of the station platform. Even here there is graffiti
from St. John’s school in Bangkok.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Looking back at the station platform with railway tracks in the foreground.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The north end of the station on the platform side.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Just north of the station, the tracks end and the cement station sign
stands.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The tracks end in a pile of trash.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The original railroad location sign still stands just beyond the north
end of the station.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Back in the station, the canteen still operates in the waiting area.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A local taking an afternoon nap in the waiting hall.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

High in the waiting hall hang two moldering railway
safety posters.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The waiting area is known as a gathering place for Thai chess aficionados.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The waiting area from the west side of the station.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Design details
Above: Eaves ornamentation
Left: Wall in the main hall
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The station is heavily graffitied.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Back to the main
Thai Railways/SRT page

The Songkhla to Hat Yai Rail Line
July 1, 2003
Categories: Thai Railroads
On July 1, 1978, the rail
link between Songkhla and Hat Yai was abandoned. Today, the
tracks are completely overgrown and the bridges rusted out.
Just before the line reaches the outskirts of Hat Yai, it
is obliterated by new development and disappears entirely.
However, the route is still printed on most maps. Photos below
of the tracks are from June 2002 and July 2003.
Also: The Songkhla
train station
Also: Walking
the Songkhla line (from the station to the edge of
town)
More links: Phil Abbey has a webpage about riding trains in the south in the early 1970’s which includes
the Songkhla Bullet to Songkhla, the Smuggler’s Express to the border, and going from Nakorn Sri
Thammarat to Hat Yai
Right: A sole remaining
rusted sign along the tracks–the Thai character wahwan

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A trestle along the route

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The largest remaining bridge

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The tracks vanish into current development.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A remaining rusted sign (detail above)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A house along the tracks

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Much of the remaining tracks look like this.

“Your bag was among those selected for physical inspection”
July 1, 2003
Categories: Nothing to do with Thailand, but Interesting
"Your bag was among those selected for physical inspection." – July 1, 2003
Our webmaster, Ron Morris, writes: In case you didn’t know, travelers to the U.S. are "advised" to leave their checked baggage unlocked for
inspection. If it is not unlocked, officials from the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) can break into it. Bags that have been searched
this way are easy to spot on the baggage carousel–they are crudely wrapped up in clear packing tape and often have clothes or other objects are
sticking out of the edges of the bag. The TSA leaves a card (right) inside your bag informing you it was searched and that they are not liable if
they had to break the locks on the bag. The card includes a phone number. When you call the number, it is just an answering machine inviting
callers to leave suggestions.
Last time I traveled to U.S., my bag was searched in this way. I later found that the cable for my digital camera had either been lost or stolen (it
probably dropped out during the search as it was the last thing I packed and it was on top). I was told by the airline and airport that there was
nothing to do to get it back. I left a message with the TSA, but never received a response.
On the way back my bags were searched again. I was surprised to find that helpful government officials had locked both locks on my suitcase.
The funny thing is that I have never had a key for the locks. I spent the next two hours prying and sawing open my suitcase.
Apparently theft by the TSA is a major problem and the Washington Post has an article about it. It is the same old story–the TSA has not done
background checks on 22,000 of its baggage screeners and is not sure if it is liable if its employees steal: When John Latta flew to Reagan
National Airport from Miami last month, he discovered that a $1,000 pair of binoculars was missing from his checked luggage. "What can I
do?" he asked an airline agent who took a report. Her answer, Latta said, was: "Nothing. Zero."
Right: Card the TSA leaves inside bags it inspects.

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

Inside the Rama 9 Subway Station
July 3, 2003
Categories: Subway

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Detail of a station entrance
July 3, 2003

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Entrance to the station Ratchadapeisek
Road

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The stairway down into the station

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Behind the door are plates that can be installed to create an additioanl
1-meter high barrier at the station entrance in case of flood.
Most of the granite and metal used in the station

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
"No maked light" probably means "No open/naked flame."

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Across the darkened station top level. On the far side is the exit to
the opposite side of Ratchadapeisek Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Station control office and to the left are empty alcoves ready
for ticketing machines to be installed.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Spuds for ticketing turnstiles to be
installed.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The ticketing level. On the lower right are the mounting areas for the
ticketing turnstiles

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Each station has a symbol. All the symbols are here.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Escalators to the platform level. Note the curved suspended ceiling above
and the station symbol (a Thai "9") in the background.

A small display on the ticketing level
describes the
the cut and cover method used to excavate
the stations.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
First prediction: The clocks will have to be raised. The clocks hang extremely
low and are easily reachable by people of average height.

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Details of the hanging clocks and the suspended ceiling

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The only discernible detailing in the very nondescript station design
are in the suspended ceiling.

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Details of the suspended ceiling

Escalators down to the
platform level.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The platform level – To the right are where the platform doors will be
installed in the future.
Temporary walls have been put up so that the air-conditioning system can
be tested.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A makeshift guard station on the platform level

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The south end of the station where the station connects to the tunnel
going towards the Petchburi Road Station. Directly above where these people
are standing is a large air ventilation shaft.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
This is where the ventilation shaft exits at street level at the
corner of Ratchadapeisek Road and Rama 9 Road
(Ahsawmahtaw Intersection).

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The excavation of the tunnels was also started from
this point.
Above is the cutter blade about to be lowered into
the dig site
on the same corner in May, 1999. The excavation
machine previous
dug the subway in Taipei and is presently digging
the subway in
new Delhi.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The expansion ring between the station and the tunnel
The subway is built to last for 120 years and there is room for expansion/contraction
between the station and tunnel.
There is another photo of this ‘Omega Ring’ in the Morchit Station on
this page.
A benchmark depth for the entire system is a point about 200 meters under
Lumpini Park.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The subway tunnel looking towards the Petchburi Road Station

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The third rail (that carries the electricity) is still being installed.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The tracks and third rail looking back towards the station platform

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Detail of the tunnel walls and their "banana bolts" that connect
panel to panel. The pressure of the earth holds the tunnel together.
The "banana bolts" can be completely removed, but it is cheaper
to leave them in.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Bracketing under the walkway in the tunnel ready for wiring.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Back on the ticketing level

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Escalators up to street level

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Detail of the roof of a station entrance

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Edge of a station with wires and Fortune Town shopping mall in the background

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A street person who washes the windows of stopped cars taking a nap.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Another detail of a station entrance

From yesterday
July 4, 2003
From yesterday –
July 4, 2003, 1:05pm
Right: Smoke from a fire somewhere in the Pradonam area…

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

African bushman from The Gods Must Be Crazy dies
July 7, 2003
Categories: Nothing to do with Thailand, but Interesting
African
bushman from The Gods Must Be Crazy dies – July 7, 2003
An actor familiar to Thai audiences from commercials and Chinese
films: …N!xau’s career took a zany twist with his appearance
in several Hong Kong action films and the Chinese film The Gods
Must be Funny. In one of the films, the spirit of Bruce Lee
takes over N!xau’s character. After his film career petered
out, N!xau returned home to a newly built brick house. He tended
his cattle and raised corn and pumpkins.

Shrinking Trink
July 7, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Don points out the ever dwindling Trink column in the Bangkok Post: Years ago, the column was two full pages, then cut to one. When it was cut from one to a half
page, Trink compared it to Moses having to cut the 10 Commandments to 5.
Now it has shrunk even further to a few columns and is typically made up of a single long email a reader sends to Trink. Believe it or not, as recently as the early
1990s, Trink was the guy feminists used to rant about for reporting on the bar/hooker lifestyle.
These days his weekly article consists of three columns of unattributed email about the health-benefits of bananas: Bananas help people trying to give up smoking
and cure hangovers, and can reduce strokes by as much as 40%, etc. Trink ends the banana piece with: …Presumably I’ll get another flood of mail taking me to task
for re-printing yet more urban legends. Oh, well…
Past Bangkok Post-promoted urban legends are here.

Thai Airways International cuts ground handling charges by half
July 10, 2003
Categories: Airports and Airlines, Tourism
Thai
Airways International cuts ground handling charges by half
– Asia Travel Tips, July 10, 2003
This is a big factor in keeping Thailand an aviation hub in
the region…

Thailand to pursue ‘Tourism Capital of Asia’ status
July 11, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years, Tourism
Thailand to pursue ‘Tourism Capital of Asia’ status – Asia Travel Tips, July 11, 2003
What’s being planned…

The 1979 Bangkok Mass Transit Masterplan
July 12, 2003
Categories: Master Plans

Model of the Wireless Road Station

THE 1979 BANGKOK MASS TRANSIT MASTERPLAN
Last updated July 20, 2003

Data from the National Library, researched and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi
See the two maps at the bottom of this page.
The 1979 masterplan compiled by Japanese Advisers, would have consisted of the following:
First Stage Urban Mass Transit Lines
This would have been the Lavalin Project. The routes are described using today’s landmarks to more easily visualize the plan.
1) Rama IV Line
Phrakhanong – Hua Lamphong – Mochit
From Skytrain Onnut Station to Phrakhanong and then go along Rama 4 Road to Klongtoei Neighborhood, passing through Port Authority area and expressway area
to interchange with the Sathorn line at Klong Toei station before going back to Rama IV Road to Hua Lamphong.
After that, the line would have gone along Phadung Krungkasem canal to an interchange with Makkasan-Dao Khanong line at Nakhon Sawan Road near Thewakam
Bridge (the old Tramway Bridge – now a concrete bridge for cars) and then going underground before going through Ratchadamnoen Avenue at Makhawan Rangsan
Bridge (the bridge near ESCAP Building and the Royal Thai Army HQ). The underground section would have been 600-meters long before resuming an elevated
section at Thewet.
After that the line would have gone along Samsen Road to Kiakkai and then turn right at Bang Pho to go along Pracharat Sai 2 Road, Tao Poon, Bangsue Junction,
Chatuchak Weekend Market and terminate at Mochit Station.
Total distance would have been 25 kilometers – 23 stations with 2 interchanges and 700-900 meters between each station. The expected numbers of passengers was
expected to be 200,000 passengers a day in 1990. ETA expected that this line would be opened in 1984.
2) Sathorn Line
Wongwian Yai – Sathorn – Lad Phrao
This section would have started from Talad Ploo near Kantayaram in Soi Chao Mae Sae Sim and then go out to Taksin Road to interchange with the Memorial Line
near Charoen Rat Intersection (600 m from Wongwian Yai). Then it would go along Krung Thonburi Road, passing Chaoeng Nakhon near Soi Ton Sai and then go
across Saphan Taksin to go along Sathorn Road to interchange with the Rama IV Line at Wireless Intersection. Then passing Lumphnee Boxing stadium and turning
left to go along Maenam Railway (a cargo railway line between Makkasan and Klongtoei Port) to interchange with the Memorial Line at Makkasan Railway station
before going along Eastern Railway to reach Asok-Dindaeng Road. The line would have gone along Ratchaphisek Inner Ring road to end up at 1.8 km after passing
Ratchada-Lad Phrao (near the present Subway Park and Ride).
Total distance would have been about 20 km – 17 stations with 3 interchanges and 700-1300 meters between each station. The expected numbers of passengers was
expected to be 200,000 passengers a day in 1990.

Cross-section of the Makasan Road Station
3) Memorial Line
Dao Khanong – Memorial Bridge – Makkasan
The would have started 400-meters south of Daokhanong Bridge to go along Taksin Road to Wongwian Yai and then go north along Prapokklao Road to Wongwian
Lek and go across Chao Phraya by the center bridge of Phra Pokklao Bridge (near Memorial Bridge).

The center bridge of the Phra Pokklao Bridge (near Memorial Bridge) was intended for the Lavalin Skytrain.

The surface of the Lavalin Skytrain Bridge over the Chao Phraya River with rusting rebar sticking up. There is some discussion about whether this bridge could be
used as an aboveground platform for future subway extensions.
Next the line would go along Chakkrawat Road to pass Yapwarat Road at Wat Tuek and then go along Chakkraphaddiphong Road to Nakhon Sawan Road to
interchange with the Rama IV Line at Saphan Thewakam Intersection (the intersection between Nakhon Sawan Road and Look Luang road – a road parallel with
Phadung Krung Kasem Road).
After Saphan Thewakam, the line would go along Nakhon Sawan Road to Royal Tuft Field and then go along Lan Luang Road, go across Northern Railway at
Yommraj Intersection before going along the Eastern Railway to interchange with the Sathorn Line at Makkasan. After that, the line would go along the Eastern
Railway to end up at Wat Mai Chonglom (1.2 km from Asok-Dingaeng Road).
The total distance would have been 16 kilometers – 15 stations with 3 interchanges and 700-1300 meters between each station. The expected numbers of passengers
was expected to be 200,000 passengers a day in 1990. If all went according to plan, all three lines would be opened in 1986. Total distance would be 61 kilometers.
A listing of the stations is on this page.

Left: Rolling stock at the station. This idea is adapted from BART (Hopewell) –
needing six heavy rail cars running at 15 minute per train for non-rush hour and
four minutes during rush hour–compared with current trains running at 6-8
minute per train during non rush hour and 3-5 minutes per train during rush
hour– using 3 heavy rail cars.

Types of stations
There would have been three types of stations –
1) Elevated station – reinforced concrete and elevated from the road – 13.41 meters wide, 120 meters
long, 9.92 meters high from road to platform. Passengers can use flyovers at both ends to up to the
platforms.
2) Ground level – reinforced concrete – 13.41 meters wide, 120 meters long, 1.55 meters high from road
to platform. Passengers can use the flyovers at the center of station to go to the platforms.
3) Underground section – Ratchadamnoen Avenue – reinforced concrete – 8.8 meters deep from the
ground level, 13.41 meters wide, 120 meters long, 1.55 meters high from road to platform. Passengers
can use the gate at one end of the station – no gate at the other end.
Right: Lavalin Skytrain tracks running down the center of a road toward a station.

Three interchanges
A) Saphan Thewakam (or Nanaloeng area) – Rama IV line and Memorial Line
B) Wireless Road – Rama IV line and Sathorn Line

C) Taksin Intersection – Sathorn Line and Memorial Line
The terminals, interchanges, and major stations would have had park and ride facilities.

Taksin Bridge was constructed as a foundation for the Lavalin elevated mass transit system and was finished in September
1980 by the Italian Thai Development Co. Ltd. and Dragages et Travaux Publics & Impresa Generale Di Construczioni
(Italvi SPA).
Left: June 14, 2003 – The bridge is being used as a mass transit support–for the BTS Skytrain. More on the Taksin
Skytrain extension here.

Fare prices
Without government subsidies – 35 satang/km
30% subsidies – 20 satang/km
40% subsidies – 15 satang/km
(at 1980 level – 1999 level would be much higher due to inflation and economic turmoil)
Suburban Expansion Lines
A) Northern Western Line
A1) Bangsue – Taopoon – Wongsawang – Tiwanon
A2) Tiwanon – Nonthaburi – Sanambin Nam – Royal Irrigation Dept – Pakkret
(Present plans see this becoming the northern extension of the Blue Line subway)
Total distance of 14.4 km
B) Northern Line
Mochit – Lad Phrao – Kaset – Bangkhen – Donmuang – Rangsit
(Present plans see this becoming the Skytrain Northern Extension)
Total distance of 21.6 km
C) Eastern line
C1) Makkasan – Huay Kwang – Ram Khamhaeng
C2) Ram Khamhaeng – Huamark Stadium – Bangkapi – Minburi
(Present plans see some parts of this becoming the Orange Line subway)
Total distance of 21.1 km
D) Southern Line
Phra Khanong – Samrong – Samut Prakarn
(Present plans see this becoming the Samrong and Samut Prakarn extension of the Skytrain)
Total distance of 22.3 km
E) Southwestern Line
Dao Khanong – Phra padaeng – Samrong
(Present plans see this becoming part of the southern extension of the Orange Line)
Total distance of 15.1 km
F) Western Line
Wongwian Yai – Tha Phra – Phaseecharoen
(Present plans see this becoming part of the Blue Line Southern extension)
Total distance of 8.3 km
Total distance for all suburban lines – 102.8 km
Total distance of all lines
The total distance if all nine lines had been implemented – 163.8 km (about 101.5 miles – nearly equal to the current Washington DC Metro lines, which took 25
years to built).

Map of the 1979 Mass Transit System: The three lines of the defunct Lavalin project are Rama IV Line in red,
Sathorn Line in green, and the Memorial Line in blue. Too bad… The red line which was supposed to be the first

operating line, belongs to the nearly bankrupt State Railway of Thailand (SRT) and is the scene of the defunct
Hopewell Project.

Another Lavalin map from an information booklet

Revolution in Laos?
July 14, 2003
Categories: Laos
Small-scale fighting taking place in Laos – AFP, July 14, 2003
Small-scale fighting is taking place in Laos, Vietnamese military sources said, a day after a US-based Lao exile group claimed that pro-democracy forces had begun
a “revolution” to overthrow the communist regime.
A military official in Hanoi said skirmishes had broken out in some regions in Laos, adding that the situation was “tense but under control”.
“We have information that there has been low key fighting in Laos over the past couple of days,” he said requesting anonymity.
The official declined to reveal any more details nor say if Vietnamese troops had been sent to help their Lao allies.
His comments followed claims by the Fact Finding Commission (FFC) that the Lao Citizens Movement for Democracy, which is made up of resistance groups, local
militias and army defectors, had begun an uprising on Saturday.
The group, which is based in California, said Lao military forces, backed by Vietnamese troops, had been engaged in fighting across 11 provinces in the
impoverished country.
Vietnam maintained an official military presence in Laos until 1989 and continues to exert considerable influence over its fellow communist neighbour.
Hanoi, however, has repeatedly denied that its troops have subsequently been active in the country helping the Lao military eliminate the remnants of a USsponsored secret army left over from the Vietnam War.
The Lao foreign ministry on Saturday denied there had been any clashes, while diplomats in rumour-ridden Vientiane said Sunday they had still not received any
reports of fighting.
“I would be highly sceptical of these claims and would feel they are over exaggerated,” said Carl Thayer, a Southeast Asia expert at the Australian Defence Force
Academy.
“There is a basis for anti-regime activity in Laos but they have always been extremely low-key and easily suppressed. But if the reports have any grain of truth one
would expect Laos to turn immediately to Vietnam for assistance and Vietnam would respond positively but quietly.”
Sumbun Saiyavoo, an FFC researcher based in Bangkok, said that he was informed of the uprising by former Royal Lao Army officer Kham Koie Sanasery, who is
reportedly heading the pro-democracy forces.
The commencement of the fighting followed Wednesday’s release from a month in detention of two European journalists and their American translator.
They were arrested on June 4 in the north after sneaking into the country on tourist visas to research a story on the remnants of a secret army created by the US
Central Intelligence Agency during the Vietnam War.
It also came after a handful of deadly attacks on passenger buses this year that the Government has blamed on “bandits” but which diplomats believe were the work
of anti-government forces seeking international attention.
Factfinding.org
– Website of one of the groups involved in the uprising (the website is apparently run by Georgie Szendrey, a California-based activist for Lao and Hmong rights)
Vientianetimes.com also has various articles on the uprising.

Notes on the National Stadium
July 16, 2003
Notes on the National
Stadium – July 16, 2003
Wisarut Bholsithi writes: Even though the Indian journalists
praised our stadiums at Huamark, Suphan Buri and Chiangmai as
looking excellent (see below), old stadiums like the
National Stadium (built in 1937 and opened in 1940 on the former
palace of Crown Prince Vajirunahit – the first Crown Prince
who passed away in 1894 at the age of 17 – AKA Hor Wang or the
Siamese replica of Windsor Palace) looked dilapidated after
the 1998 Asian Games due to the lack of allocated funds compared
to Huamark Stadium which has a large budget. National Stadium
has been used for domestic sports since 1940 and for hosting
international sports since 1959. Stadiums at Klong Hok, Lam
Lookka, and Pathumthani remain unfinished due to scandals.
India
admires Thailand’s ‘rich’ sports infrastructure
– The Hindu, July 3, 2003
…Even India cannot boast of such a track record, despite
being the `economic super power’ of this continent. What makes
Thailand such a destination for major and World-level competitions?
Its dynamism and its ability to create such fantastic infrastructure
throughout the country. While travelling in the bus for practice
session at the main stadium the Indian coach G.E. Sridharan
said "I have been to this country as a player and coach
for so long I can say that they are just fantastic. Even if
you go 700 kms away from Bangkok you will find the same neat
roads, compact indoor stadiums of international specifications
in various colleges and the commitment to conduct such big events
to show others that they are the best.” Thailand does not need
the massive and marvellous indoor stadiums like in Delhi, Hyderabad,
Chennai…

Unblockthailand.tk
July 18, 2003
Unblockthailand.tk
– July 18, 2003
We received this today: www.unblockthailand.tk
is a Non Profit organization created to stop the Government
of Thailand from blocking, censoring and filtering websites.
We believe that education and a better understanding of the
Internet are essential for a positive progress of the cyber
world.
One of the fears is that blocking is intended as a first step
in a wider censorship of the internet that authorities have
already threatened to do for some time. There is already been
a blocking mechanism in place. For instance, www.pulo.org (the
Patani separatist site) has been blocked for at least a year.

Countries that exempt Americans from the World Court
July 18, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
Countries
that exempt Americans from the World Court
– July 18, 2003
Thailand is among 55 countries that have signed an agreement
to exempt the U.S. from the International Criminal Court

Visas, residence permits face big price jump in August
July 18, 2003
Categories: Tourism
Visas, residence permits face big price jump in Aug
– Bangkok Post, July 18, 2003
…Application for visa extension 1,900 baht, Application for a multiple re-entry permit 3,800 baht…

The Lavalin Skytrain
July 19, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit
More details of the project are here: The
1979 Bangkok mass transit masterplan
Have you ever wondered why the flyover
at Ratchadaphisek Road and Lat Prae Road is in two sections (one on
either side of the road) instead of in the middle like every other flyover?
This was done to accommodate the Lavalin
Skytrain. Back in 1984, Lavalin planned to build a skytrain along the
then nearly deserted and far-out-of-town Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road.
The Thai-language newspaper Dailynews contends the project was
aborted because Lavalin could not come up with the financing, but nearly
all international sources cite "political interference" as
the reason the contract was terminated by a new government in 1992.
It would be the end of 1999 before Bangkokians finally had a fixed mass
transit system (the BTS Skytrain).
Presently MRTA is constructing the subway
along the old Lavalin route (Ratchadaphisek Road) and found that the
unusual split flyover would block the entry to the park and ride facility.
So this May 2001, a nine-month project will begin to remove the flyover
and reconfigure the Ratchadaphisek-Lat Prae Road, forever erasing the
only sign of the Lavalin Skytrain. The demolition of the split-flyovers
began in July, 2001 starting with the west flyover. The schedule is
here.
Reiner Zimmermann writes in concerning
this project: Lavalin (the original "Skytrain") would
have been somewhat unique, being propelled by linear motor technology.
This technology was developed by Lavalin in Canada in the 80s and resulted
in a Skytrain-system in Vancouver and two short lines in Toronto and
Detroit, but globally it did not catch on. Only Japan built three all-underground
lines: Osaka (15 km), Tokyo (43 km) and Kobe (8 km). Bombardier (successor
of Lavalin) eventually landed an order in Kuala Lumpur, the 29 km "PUTRA."
Another reader wrote:
… the Lavalin skytrain technology was first developed not by Lavalin
but by the public-sector Urban Transportation Development Corporation,
a now-defunct agency of the Ontario (Canada) provincial government —
subsequently privatized to Hawker-Siddeley which was or became a part
of Lavalin. And by the way, this bit of Canadian technology performs
poorly when there is heavy snow.
Fast Facts
Status: This project is defunct
Links
Lavalin Skytrain map
SNC Lavalin website (Thanks
to Oran Viriyincy for pointing out this site.)
More details of the project are here: The
1979 Bangkok mass transit masterplan
LAVALIN SKYTRAIN STATION LIST
Last updated September 20, 2001
Source: ETA Map (published around 1984-85)
Rama IV Line
1) Mochit
2) Kampahengphet
3) Bangsue
4) Prachachuen
5) Taopoon
6) Kiakkai
7) Sri Yarn
8) Sang Hee
9) Thewet
10) Krungkasem
11) Saphan Khao – Interchange Station with Memorial Line
12) Ban Krua – Muslim community of Chams who migrated to Thailand during
the Anamese-Siamese War (1832-1846)–they are the source of Jim Thomson’s
Thai silk
13) Yotse
14) Hua Lamphong
15) Rong Muang
16) Sam Yan
17) Silom
18) Lumphinee – Interchange Station with Sathorn Line
19) Bon Kai
20) Klong Toei

21) Port Authority
22) Bangkok University
23) kluay Namthai
24) Phra Khanong
26) Onnut (Onnut station of Skytrain)
Another description of the routes is on this
page.
Sathorn Line
1) Lad Phrao (Ratchada – Lad Phrao Station)
2) Ratchada
3) Suthisarn
4) Pracharat Bumphen
5) Tiam Ruam Mit
6) MCOT (Mass Communication Organization of Thailand – Channal 9 TV
Station)
7) Din Daeng
8) Asok – Interchange Station with Memorial
Line
9) Witthayu (Wireless Road)
10) Ploenchit
11) Yasoob (Thai Tobacco Monopoly)
12) Lumphinee – Interchange station with Rama IV Line
13) Sathorn
14) Surasak
15) Sathorn (Saphan Taksin Station of Skytrain)
16) Charoen Nakhon
17) Thonburi
18) Taksin – Interchange station with Memorial Line
19) Talad Ploo (Talad Ploo station of Mae Klong Railway)
Memorial Line
1) New Phetburi (Wat Mai Chonglom)
2) Asok – Interchange Station with Sathorn Line
3) Makkasan
4) Pratoonam
5) Phyathai
6) Uruphongse
7) Yommarat
8) Nangloeng
9) Saphan Khao
10) Worachak
11) Saphan Phut (Memorial Bridge)
12) Prachathipok
13) Wongwian Yai
14) Taksin – Interchange station with Memorial Line
15) Samreh
16) Chomthong
17) Mahaisawan
18) Dao Khanong

Caesar’s Entertainment
July 19, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Caesar’s Entertainment
– July 19, 2003
Thailand’s knockoff Caesar’s Entertainment (first mentioned
on 2Bangkok.com in January, 2001) has finally come to the attention
of the real Caesar’s
Palace in the U.S. The U.S. Caesar’s attempted to open a
new website only to find that the Thai Caesar’s owns Caesarsentertainment.com.
The
article about it refers to Caesar’s as a "Thai Bath
House" and humoursly mentions the site features pictures
of welcoming female attendants and promises "more than
Jacuzzi … where the happiness … is not..end…"

The days when I was young by Uncle Yai Naphayon
July 20, 2003
Categories: History
Part I: The days when I was young by Uncle Yai Naphayon – circa 1930-1940, translated and summarized by Wisarut
1) Every morning (6am) and evening (6pm), the old Chinese fishmongers and Chinese coolies were carrying clams and fish caught at Pak Nam to downtown
Bangkok (Hua Lamphong) by the Paknam Railway. Some of the street urchins (including the author) stole mackerel and clams from the Chinese fishmongers by
putting their hands deep into the bottom of the fish baskets.
2) There are several stations of Paknam Railway he could remember even though he has admitted that some stations were missing:
a) Hua Lamphong (terminal)
b) Saphan Sawang (stop – minor station) – near Trok Phraya Sunthon. This station had so many food to eat there at the price of 3-5 satang.
c) Saphan Lueng (stop – minor station) – opposite to the tramway depot and near Tong Kok cinema
d) Sam Yan (station) -> Samyan Subway station
e) Sathan Saowapha (stop – minor station) -> Sathan Saowapha is Thai version of the Pasteur Institute
f) Saladaeng (station) -> Si Lom Subway station
g) Sathon – Witthayu (station) -> This one must become a station after 1936 ->now Lumphinee Subway Station
h) Klong Toei (station)
i) Kluay Nam Thai (stop – minor station) -> near Berlie Jucker Co. Ltd. (the old trading firm which has been in business since 1882)
j) Phra Khanong (the station near Phra Khanong canal)
k) Bang Na (near Naval Ordinance)
l) Bang Nang Kreng (AKA Bang Chakrent) – (stop – minor station)
m) Naval Rating School (station)
n) Mahawongse (stop – minor station) – This station seems never to gain the status of a major station since this one seems to be less important than others.
o) Paknam Samut Prakarn (terminal station)
Commentary by Wisarut: Uncle Yai forgot to mention Ban Kruay station which implies that the old Ban Kruay station has become less important than the newer
Kluay Nam Thai stop. Furthermore, he skipped Bang Chak station, Samrong station and Chorakhe station even though Samrong station has a pier for boats to
Chachoeng Sao via Samrong canal and Chorakhe is the place where Paknam railway and Sukhumvit road intersect.
Naval rating school (Rongrian Chumphon Thaharn Ruea is the official Thai name or Rongrain Jar Taharn Ruea in colloquial Thai name) is the Naval NCO school–
before it moved to Kret Kaeo near Sattahip Naval Base and was transformed into a Naval Academy. After moving there, many collage girls from Chulalongkorn
University were riding the Paknam Railway to see their boyfriends at the Naval Academy.
Other missing stations are Phrakhanong Witthayalai stop, Talad Klong Toei stop, Suan Oy stop along with Paknam railway since these stops were much less
important and only local people abound Klong Toei and Phra Khanaong noticed at all. Also, the Bangkrabue-Witthayu tram line terminated at Saphan Chaloemkiat
45 (now Lumphinee Subway station).
Part II: The days when I was young by Uncle Yai Naphayon – translated and summarized
Uncle Yai also mentioned about going to visiting their Mon relative at Phra Padang by going along with his grandma who was a Mon descendant. His grandma and
the author rode the tram at Nai Loed Ice manufacturing (now Trok Rong Namkhaeng – New Road in Talad Noy area) and paid 5 satang for each ticket to the tram
conductor so as to ride to the Maenam Motorboat and then to Paklad Tram. If they wanted to ride from Bang Kholaem tram only to Thanon Tok, they would pay
only 3 satang each.
The tram passed Nai Loed Store (the 7-floor building) near Saphan Phitthayasathian (Saphan Lek Lang), Si Phraya, Captain Bush Lane, Chik Sia Mah Shrine,
Saphan Yao, GPO, White Away Ledlaw Store, Karachi Store, Bombai store, Surawongse, and parking at German Dispensary. After that, it passed Oriental Hotel,
Assumption, Bangrak flea market (near Bang Rak intersection), Sathon canal, Ban Thawai school, Hong Kong Cinema (now Soi Chaloem Wiang – the name of this
cinema after changing its name), Wat Yannawa, Bangkok Dock, Wat Don, Ban Thawai Police station, Borneo Co. Ltd. Wat Sutthiwararam (then Wat Lao), Wat
Sutthiwararam school Wat Lao Bridge, Trok Chan (parking), Wat Ratchasingkhon, BI Tobacco (now Cigarette Monopoly Factory), Wat Phrya Krai Winsor Sote
(AKA Hang Seeta), Westerner cemetery, Wat Lad Buakhao, and the orchard before the municipal butcher house (now Charoenkrung Pracharak Hospital) and then
turning right at the termination circle to pick up passengers from Thanon Tok pier (now abandoned).
The author was very excited so see so many giant ocean ships along Chao Phraya. He also saw fish traps and rice barges carrying rice to the ricemills. Paklad Pier
used to be very long and high. There was a signal car for Paklad tram that they rode on that passed Wat Chakdaeng, Wat Protket, Wat Asasongkram, Wat Klang,
turning left at Wat Phraya Prab Patjamit to Phra Paeng flea market (the Tha Hin market) before going down to see their relatives at Ban Thamang.
The return trip after a 3-4-day visit was a boat riding upstream with rowers. They rode the boat from Wat Phraya Prap Pujjamit Pier and then went along Lad Luiang
canal to Chao Phray and then pass Rat Boorana canal, Bang Mod canal, Bang kaeo canal, Bang Kho laem, Bukkalo, Samreh, Bombay Burma Co.Ltd , Wat Phraya
Krai, BI Tobacco Factory, Bangkok Dock, Wat Yannawa, Sathon canal, Assumption Oriental Hotel, Bang rak flea market, Bang rak canal, East Asiatic Co. Ltd.,
Custom House, Wat Maung Khae, GPO, Wang Lee Ricemill, Hong Kong-Shanghai Bank (now Sheraton Hotel), Klongsarn Railway station, Phadung Krungkaem
before ending up at Wat Takiang (Wat Mahaphuettharam). After that, they went back to their home by hiring a rickshaw–3 satang each to enable them to go back
home.
The author and his grandma got so many sea gifts–especially the dried fishes, salted eggs, rice , rice crackers, rice crackers with sesame seeds, coconuts, Pla Kot and
Pla Kod roe, and dried Pla Salad.
More translations of transit-related writings about the past: Tram Stories

A walk through the Mahakan Fort Community
July 21, 2003
Categories: The Mahakan Fort Community

The area behind the city wall by Mahakan Fort is slated to be turned
into a ‘tourist park’ (like Santichaiprakarn
Park) which would require the relocation of a community of people
living in old wooden houses and shanties on the site. Activists have
countered with proposals to use part of the land which is already
unoccupied for a park and allow the residents to stay, but the city
is still pushing for removal. (Photos taken on July 19 and August
31, 2003)
Also: Latest
news on the Mahakan Fort community
Also: 2Bangkok.com secrets:
Inside Fort Mahakan

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Looking toward the entrance through the
city wall on Mahachai Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
"Mystery" building along Klong
One Ang
From the Bangkok Post: The design of the yellow building,
just a few metres from Pan Fa bridge on Ratchadamnoen Avenue, resembles
structures built during the reign of King Rama VI (King Mongkut).
An inscription on the gable reads "2459", which marks the
Buddhist year in which it was built or the year it was renovated,
which would correspond with 1916 in the Christian Era. Chalermsak
Ramkomut, a senior resident of Mahakan Fort community, says the building
was once a pier for court officials wanting to take a boat trip to
Sra Pathum Palace,
residence of Her Majesty Somdej Phra Phanwassa (Queen Sawang Vadhana).
The story goes on say the pier might have been called "Changwang
Aim Pier." (Bangkok
Post, July 21, 2003)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
2459 (or 1916), the
date on the "Changwang Aim Pier" building.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A bridge on Boriphat Road over Klong Mahanak.
The date on the bridge is 2457 or 1914 making it contemporary with
the "Changwang Aim Pier" building opposite it.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Wooden houses as seen from the parking lot.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Entering the community. The city wall
is on the right.
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The entrances that open onto Mahachai
Road used to be home to fireworks shops, but these were closed when
police cracked down on fireworks vendors before Loy Kratong in 2002.
Then the entrances themselves were blocked. UPDATE: As of August
31, 2003, the wall entrances have been opened again in line with a
community effort to spruce up the area to forestall eviction. There
are even some fireworks shops open again.
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City wall on the left.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The Golden Mount looms over the community.
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Two details of this house are below.
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(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Mahakan Fort as seen from the parking
lot.
Busy Ratchadamnoen Road is on the other side. Note the motorcycle
taxi driver resting in the foreground.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
End of the city wall.
Also:
Latest news on the Mahakan
Fort community
Also: 2Bangkok.com secrets:
Inside Fort Mahakan

The Sathorn boat
July 21, 2003

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The Sathorn boat
– July 21, 2003
Last week we asked: An ornamental boat being constructed around
a pillar on Sathorn Road. Anyone know what this is about?
Wisarut Bholsithi writes: The steel ship you see at South
Sathon Road is a Chinese junk (or Dragon Ship translated from
Chinese characters) since the area from South Sathon to Thanon
Tok was in the Yannawa District before Yannawa Districtt was
broken into the Sathon district, Yannawa district, and Bang
Kholaem district in 1995. The name of Yannawa is derived from
a pagoda with the shape of Chinese junk constructed at Wat Yannawa
(a temple visible from Saphan Taksin Skytrain Station) by the
Royal command of King Rama III (the King who had been
dealing with traders in China since he was a prince). Yan
means vehicle Nawa mean relating to the sea, thus Yannawa
is "the vehicle realting to the sea – the ship"
King Rama III decided to construct the pagoda with the shape
of the Chinese junk because he had seen that the Western steamships
were going to replace the obsolete Chinese junks. The pagoda
with the shape of junks would remind later genrations about
the shape of Chinese junks which had been used in trading for
hundreds of years. Later generations decided to make a steel
replica of Chinese junk as the way to remind that this area
used to be within the Yannawa district.

Remembering the Thaksin Years: Thaksin Mega-Projects
July 22, 2003
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia, The Thaksin Years

From Thairath, July 22, 2003
Title: City of angels… Dream country
On the sign above the model: Thaksin… Hi-tech land
Two men under a table: Scholar, Opposition leader Banyat Bantadtan
They hold a sign that reads: No heaven for us.

Child slavery on the streets
July 24, 2003
Child
slavery on the streets – Bangkok
Post, July 24, 2003
In case you didn’t know: when you buy stuff from child vendors,
you are buying from slaves.

The Forensic Museum
July 24, 2003
The Forensic Museum
– CNN, July 24, 2003
Rapee Boonplueang points out an article on Bangkok’s
museum of the macabre: One baby boy is displayed as an
example of hydrocephalus, a condition in which the head becomes
too large for the body to support. Somboon explained, "We
asked the parents — ‘Can we keep the body? Then if you miss
him, you can come and see him.’ They said OK, and so we have
him." …"It’s not available in our own country,"
he said. "It’s very definitely not what you see in other
museums." See it now. This is the kind of folksy museum
that is sure to be sanitized or even closed eventually…

Vertigo Restaurant
July 25, 2003
Categories: Buildings, Food and Drink

VERTIGO
RESTAURANT
March 3-July 25, 2003

Right: Toward Sukhumvit Road

On top of the Thai Wah II Tower on Sathorn Road is the
amazing Vertigo Restaurant. It is designed in such a way that when
one is seated, looking across the multiple levels of the rooftop makes
it appear that there is no railing. This spectacular restaurant is
an good use of roof space which in most highrises is merely used for
mechanical utilities and antennas.
Thai Wah II is Bangkok’s seventh tallest building and was completed
in 1996.

Toward Klong Toey

South towards the sea

Looking down on Sathorn Road

The unique rooftop restaurant with Moon Bar on the
platform in the background

Looking south toward the Thai Farmers Bank building

Bangkok’s tallest building – Baiyoke II

All Seasons Place (consisting of five towers: China
Resources Tower, M. Thai Tower, Capitol Tower, All Seasons Mansion,
and the Conrad International Hotel) – on Wittayu Road next to the
U.S. Embassy

Lumpini Park

Dusit Thani Hotel (left) and Abdulrahim Place (right)

Four Seasons Place in the distance

Thai Farmers Bank Building by the Rama IX Bridge

Thai Wah II from street level

Bob Hope in Thailand
July 28, 2003
Bob Hope in Thailand
– July 28, 2003
CNN is featuring this Thai-related quip in its story about the
late comedian. Hope addressing US troops in Thailand: We’re
in Nam Fon, Thailand–which means "you’ve only got one,
so keep it close to the ground."

B2.1bn tunnel deal signed
July 31, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
B2.1bn
tunnel deal signed – Bangkok Post,
July 31, 2003
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration is paying 2.1 billion
baht for a company to drill a 5.3-kilometre-long drainage tunnel
between Lat Phrao canal and Phra Khanong.

The Lebanese loop
July 31, 2003
Categories: Scams
The Lebanese loop – July 31, 2003
We first reported the above scam last year, but it’s probably
not a bad idea to remind people again. Our story from February
19, 2002: A common ATM scam – Here’s
a PowerPoint presentation (622kb zipped)
explaining a common ATM scam in Thai and English. Thanks to
Don for passing it along.

Thai flag blows graciously nationwide
August 1, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thai
flag blows graciously nationwide – MCOT,
August 1, 2003
Nothing special about the article–we just like the title.

Tall buildings
August 1, 2003
Tall buildings –
August 1, 2003
Future
World’s Tallest Buildings & Bangkok
– Building Sketches in Comparison – Note that the Thai Farmer’s
bank building is not even in the top 10…

Thai scientists discover 5 new cave-dwelling fish species
August 3, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Thai
scientists discover 5 new cave-dwelling fish species
– MCOT, August 3, 2003
These were identified as pla pluang tham (cave brook
carp), pla khor tham phrawang daeng (Phrawang Daeng Cave
hillstream loach), pla khor tham phra saingarm (Phra Saingarm
Cave hillstream loach) and pla kayui yak phrom phiram,
all of which were discovered in caves in Phitsanulok Province,
and pla khor tham lao (Laotian hillstream cave loach),
discovered in a cave in Laos’ Khammuan district.
All five species were identified by experts as being completely
new species, he said… Some of the fish were extremely
placid, and could be caught easily in a piece of cloth,
he said, adding that he had seen cave-dwelling fish being
sold at the Chatuchak weekend market in Bangkok.

Visa for U.S. transit
August 3, 2003
Visa for U.S. transit
– August 3, 2003
Thais will now need a visa even to transit through the U.S.–for
instance, a Thai traveler needs a visa even if they have a 2-3
hour layover to catch another flight. There’s a FAQ
on the travel.state.gov site (the FAQ suggests the reader check
the travel.state.gov site for more info… which leads them
back to the same FAQ). There’s also info on the Homeland
Security site.

First Flight
August 3, 2003
First Flight
– August 3, 2003
Ashley points out: First
Flight
– The Movie (in
Thai). These pages are part so the Thai
Flying Club site. Ever wondered where ultralight airstrips
are in Thailand? This site lists them all and has aerial photos
of each one. Also how to build your own airstrip in Thailand.

Construction of the Suvanabhumi Airport
August 4, 2003
Categories: Airports and Airlines
August 4, 2003 – CONSTRUCTION AT THE SUVANABHUMI
AIRPORT
Also: February
9, 2004 construction photos
Also: June 7, 2004 construction
photos
Also: August 31, 2004 construction
photos
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The entrance to the site from Bang-NA Trat
Highway is a bumpy dirt road with a constant stream of trunks entering
and exiting the site.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Several models of the airport are in the
NBIA building.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A Thai-themed garden planned for the terminal
area

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A wat, originally on the site, was relocated
off the edge of the site at a reported cost of 40 million baht.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Approaching the massive terminal.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Concourse C under construction.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Three stages of the Supertruss–(right to
left) truss being assembled, truss ready to be raised (detail below),
truss on top of supports

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Detail of a truss being readied to be raised
onto the pillars. Note the workers in yellow hardhats on the truss.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
For a sense of scale, see the photo below
which is a detail of the area under this Supertruss.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Workers under a Supertruss–At any time there
are 9000-10,000 workers on-site.
As an official from NBIA said, "Not enough and too many."
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South from the terminal area–Thana City
is in the distance on the right.
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Note the workers on the Supertruss.
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Above and below: Details of the Supertrusses
and their inverted triangle form.
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The terminal
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Cross-sections being installed between Supertrusses.
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Detail of the cross-sections connecting the
Supertrusses
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Mockup area to test the skylight design (for
the roof of the terminal)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The eastern control tower under construction.
The airport will have two small control towers and one tall one designed
to be the tallest in the world. The tall one has not been started
yet.
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Above and below: Concourse G under construction
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Note the triangle form of Concourse A visible
in the distance through the lower level.
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The north end of Concourse G with the main
terminal hall to the left.
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The north end of Concourse G

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Bamboo-like metal scaffolding for detail
work on Concourse A

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The north end of Concourse A

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
South end of Concourse A before the rounded
roofing sections are installed. Roofing sections will be bolted to
the brackets on the pillar.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Concourse roofing sections ready to be installed.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Wall supports being reinforced before installation.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Concourse G

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Concourse G as seen from the end of Concourse
A.
More airport info
on 2Bangkok.com
August 31, 2004 construction photos
June 8, 2004 construction
photos
February 9, 2004 construction photos
August 4, 2003 construction photos
Airport Rail Link news
Bangkok Airport Watch – When will it be
completed?
Airport Quick Facts
Background/History of the Project
Latest News
Diagram and model photos
Links

Old bus
August 4, 2003
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Old bus – August 4, 2003
Photo from the House
of Museums of the Bangkok World Sunday Magazine
from February 20, 1964… We would love to see the "Free
Bus Map Inside"

Phoebus Dome Coming Down
August 6, 2003
Categories: Buildings

Phoebus Dome coming down
– August 6, 2003
Phoebus Disco, the last of the mega discos to be built
in Bangkok, opened on July 9, 1994 and was closed by
1997. About the time it opened, discos and pubs without
admission fees opened on nearby RCA Avenue. Now Phoebus
stands on prime development land near the Rama
9 subway station. Like the long gone Tam
Nak Thai restaurant, Phoebus is still listed on
many websites as still being open six years after it
closed.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Gordon Wu going strong
August 7, 2003
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Gordon Wu going strong
– Asia Times, August 7, 2003
Gordon Wu and his Hopewell Holdings, the company behind
the failed Hopewell
Project, is in the news again. Wu’s Hopewell Highway
Infrastructure launches
an IPO and is touting a 29km
ridge linking Hong Kong and Macau. And here’s an interesting
article explaining the various special interests in
Hong Kong opposed to the bridge.

Urban legends in the Bangkok Post
August 8, 2003
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines
Urban legends in the Bangkok Post – August 8, 2003
Note: November 24, 2003 – Unfortunately, Bangkok Post has changed their entire linking structure yet again, breaking all existing links. For awhile we had figured
out the routine of how the Post links change from the first to the second day and then from the first week to the first month. Their new system uses an open source
javascript-based engine, that, as far as we can tell, just does not work at all. Most articles are either not online anymore or at least not searchable.
Latest urban legend in the Post – December 2, 2003
Don reports: Yesterday Crutch ran the urban legend about the Zimbabwean bus driver who let his mental patients escape and replaced them with normal people at a
bus stop… Crutch apparently got this story from the "Darwin Awards" which is well known for not really caring if the incidents they cite are real or not.
Bangkok Post urban legends – November 24, 2003
After years of making fun of the Bangkok Post as a purveyor of urban legends (and being warned for doing so), it is amazing that the Post is touting the dangers of
cell phones at gas stations again. Even more amusing is its sources–besides a local expect at Shell, it quotes "a recent batch of emails doing the rounds."
"Using a cellphone while fuelling up is too dangerous, since it might ignite the fumes,” said Thepparit Vesurai, the health, safety, security and environment manager
of Shell Thailand.
A recent batch of emails doing the rounds refers to three alleged incidents in the United States in which cellphones ignited fumes during fuelling.
Posts at websites said the incidents could not be verified, and there was no documented case of a fire caused by a cellphone. (Call me back, I’m refuelling -Experts
disagree on threat of fire hazard and Motorists reluctant to switch units off handsets while filling up, November 24, 2003)
Urban legend sites give some background to the belief, explaining that several large companies do have these warnings ‘just to be safe.’ However, as Snopes.com
explains: …we don’t know anyone who has demonstrated experimentally that it’s even possible … What it is about a cellular phone that could possibly trigger an
explosion is difficult to fathom, however. The claim that the batteries used in a cellular phone can ignite gasoline seems specious, since cellular phone batteries are
the same voltage as automobile batteries (12V D.C.) but deliver far less current. Likewise, the claim that a "cellular phone ringer uses more than 100 volts for
excitation" is a curious artifact of the "regular" telephone era: cellular phones don’t have ringers; they produce audio tones that simulate the sound of a ringing
telephone. In a world where people are increasingly unwilling to allow even the possibility of something going wrong, however, we’re bound to see even more
regulations "protecting" us from yet another non-existent threat.
More Bangkok Post urban legends:
False: The wife of the owner of a Thailand Starbucks told customers that the particularly trendy coffee spot is not for Asians. This showed up in the Bangkok Post’s
Insider column. Several days later the same column said they learned it was all a joke.
False: Calamity strikes at pianist Myron Kropp’s recital in Bangkok. This was a humorous article first printed as a joke in the Bangkok Post in 1967 and repeated in
other newspapers since then as truth.
False: Cellular phones have touched off explosions at gas stations. This legend is ‘supported’ by a lengthy article that appeared in the Bangkok Post. This article is
still online.
False: A character in the 1948 film Key Largo makes a prescient comment about Florida politicians. The Insider column in the Post first reported this as truth, then
admitted they got it wrong.
False: Don notes: Trink, in his sad old age, has taken to printing a different urban legend each week as fact. I think people e-mail them in to him on purpose just to
see if he’ll do it… Last week he printed as real the bogus story about the shopkeeper on Maui dropping dead from infected rat urine on a can in a storeroom (The
column was entitled: Does Nana Entertainment Plaza or a can of soda pose a greater danger?)… the week before it was the guy in New York who died at his desk, but
no one realized he was dead for several days. He’s printing these now AS IF THEY’RE TRUE. And the week before it was the urban legend of the origin of ‘Taps.’
At least the Trink column does not seem to be searchable in Post archives.
False: Don spots another urban legend in the Bangkok Post. This week Trink explains: Why do full-length golf courses have 18 holes, and not 20, or 10 or a dozen?
And the truth from Snopes.

7-Elevens in Thailand
August 9, 2003
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7-Elevens in Thailand
– Siam Future, August 9, 2003
Believe it or not, a question 2Bangkok.com gets very often is
"how many 7-Elevens are there in Thailand?" Astonishing
stats from an
article on 7-Eleven:
Year Number of stores
2003

2,300 (300 new stores
to open this year)

2004 2,600
2005 3,000
2008

5,000 outlets (up from
earlier forecasts of 3,000 stores)

In general, the service coverage of each
7-Eleven in Taiwan and Japan _ the so-called catchment area
_ is an area containing 3,000 people, while each store in Thailand
serves up to 10,000 people. Mr Piyawat said that given the ratio,
the convenience store business in Thailand could see total outlets
reach 20,000 at a maximum, up from 6,000 at the end of last
year.

Singapore lights!
August 9, 2003
Categories: Singapore

(Photo: Huaiwei)
Singapore lights! –
August 9, 2003
News from our neighbors: Singapore
lit for National Day – Close to 40 buildings in the Civic
District and Marina Bay will extend their buildings’ facade
lights until midnight everyday for the month of August. In addition,
all bridges along the Singapore River will be lit and for the
first time, 10 riverboats fitted with enhanced lighting will
ply the river… The photo is taken on the 7th of August
2003 by Huaiwei. Click here for the incredible full-size
version (516kb-a good desktop image).

Suriya pays B4m for 9999 license plate
August 12, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs
Suriya pays B4m for 9999 – Bangkok Post, August 12, 2003
This story is already slathered across all the weird news sites around the globe, but in case you missed it: Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit wanted the
car licence plate number 9999 so badly that he paid four million baht for it…. "If I sell it, I could get 4.5 million baht," Mr Suriya said. "It’s better than investing in
the stock market. But I definitely won’t do that."… The auction continues tomorrow and Thursday. The department plans an auction every month. Mr Suriya said
auctioning auspicious numbers would put an end to the bribery previously associated with obtaining them.

The Gem Scam News 2003
August 15, 2003
Categories: Gem Scam

Jewellery
scam shops a thing of the past, says govt advisor
– MCOT, August 15, 2003
While this story is amusing considering all the scam shops that are
still operating (we have maps and photos here),
it is not so funny to the tourists who are still being cheated (here’s
a report from yesterday). Anyway, here is what the
government says: Jewellery shops which have earned Thailand a bad
reputation by preying on tourists and selling goods at exorbitant prices
no longer exist, according to a leading government advisor. Speaking
after a raid on a Chonburi jewellery shop yesterday, Mr. Chaiphak Siriwat,
advisor to the labour minister and chair of the sub-committee on the
protection and violation of consumer rights, said that he could now
declare with confidence that there were no longer any jewellery shops
perpetrating scams on tourists…
New Tourist Police chief & more gem scamming
from Leela Lapidary
The Post had an interesting article about the new Tourist Police
Chief (he was inspired to become a police officer after cattle rustlers
stole the family cattle) and how he is an ‘agent of reform’ in closing
gem scam shops.
The same day we received a new scam report about Leela Lapidary, a shop
that has openly scammed since 2002 ("We launched complaints
to the Tourist Police, but have not heard anything from them. This unpleasant
experience has completely spoiled our holiday. I don’t think we
would like to visit Thailand anymore"). We have included Leela’s
namecard, a photograph of the shop, and even a map
so the new police chief can check it out.

Tourist police chief is Thaksin
appointee – Bangkok Post, August 11, 2003
…Tourists have long fallen victim to gem scams and
Thailand’s tourist police have long been accused of
taking kickbacks
from cheating tour operators. But nothing seems to
have been done–nothing,
that is, until Thaksin Shinawatra decided he really had
to act and named
Panya Mamen as his agent of reform.
Pol Maj-Gen Panya, 46, the new head of the tourist
police unit, said
the prime minister had made a point of stressing he
wanted to go after
the gem scams which prey on foreign visitors by overcharging them or
selling them fake goods.
These scams have been going on for at least 20 years
and often involve
the victims being taken to what they were told were
government-approved
outlets. This has only helped to further damage the
country’s reputation…
Pol Maj-Gen Panya was born to a family of cattle
dealers in central
Nakhon Sawan’s Lat Yao district. His father and his
grandfather brought
cattle from Mae Sot district in northwestern Tak
province for sale in
Nakhon Sawan. They were often robbed of their cattle
en route and in
Lat Yao, and Pol Maj-Gen Panya remembers those
thefts well.
"Once robbers tied up my grandfather and took our
cattle,” he
said recently. "We hunted them all the way to Salokbat
in Kamphaeng
Phet, where we clashed and some people were shot
dead. This incident
made me want to be a policeman."…
While at secondary school, he visited Phitsanulok with
friends and entered
a boxing tournament at a temple fair. "I was matched

Meanwhile Leela Lapidary continues to openly cheat
tourists – August 11, 2003

From a reader: I am writing to report our recent
unfortunate
experience of being victims of gem scam in Bangkok.
On 25 July 2003 around 10:30 am, my wife and I
arrived
at the Grand Palace by taxi. When we were looking
for the entrance,
we were directed by a man in uniform to a direction
which we learned
afterwards was the exit. We were then approached by
another man who
appeared to be very friendly, and told us that the
Palace was closed
till 12 noon. He recommended us to visit Wat Saket,
and also to a nearby
jewelry shop called Leela Lapidary where, according
to the man, was
selling genuine gem stones at a bargain. He asked a
tuk tuk driver to
take us there at a cost of only 20 Bahts. The driver
then took us to
a small, quiet Wat opposite Wat Saket, where we were
approached by another
friendly Thai man who appeared to be a devoted
Buddist. Amongst other
things, he told us that we should not miss the
opportunity to buy some

against a
professional boxer who broke my leg with his kicks,"
he said.

gem stones in Thailand. The tuk tuk driver then sent us
to Leela Lapidary
(Address: 589 Prasumeru Road, Eat Borwornives,
Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200.
Tel: 629-4513-16. Fax: 629-4517) where we were
lured to buy gem stones.
These people repeatedly stressed that this shop was a
wholesale shop
visited frequently by local Thai people, and that
tourists were allowed
to buy two tax-free items by the Thai Government.
Upon hearing the recommendations
of two local friendly Thais on this shop, we lost our
alertness and
fell in their dirty trick.
We began to realize that we might have fallen in prey
of the scam group only on our way back home in the
afternoon. We bought
the gem stones (one ruby ring and one ruby pendant)
at a cost of 31000
Bahts, which were valued as less than 8000 Bahts by
the local jewelry
shop in Hong Kong. We would like to inform you
about the crooked sales
tactics of this shop. We launched complaints to the
Tourist Police,
but have not heard anything from them. This
unpleasant experience has
completely spoiled our holiday. I don’t think we would
like to
visit Thailand anymore.

Gem scam refund
– November 17, 2003
Followup to this gem scam report: I
recently reported my experience of being victim of gem scam in Bangkok
on 25 July 2003. I am happy to inform you that with the assistance
of the Tourism Authority of Thailand and that of the Tourist Police
of Thailand, I was able to receive a full refund from Leela Lapidary
Co., Ltd, and I have sent back the jewels to them.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand has handled my case efficiently
and helped me a great deal by liasing with the Tourist Police of Thailand
which then contacted the jewelry shop. The effort of the TAT in defending
Thailand’s tourism industry is highly commendable. Although the circumstances
which led us to the shop were less than satisfactory, the subsequent
experience we had with Leela was extraordinarily satisfying. I was
able to receive the refund before sending back the jewels.
Thinking back, my advice to other victims is to contact the local
office of the Tourism Authority of Thailand in your country instead
of approaching the Tourist Police or the jewelry shop directly by
yourself. Lastly, I also wish to thank your website for providing
very useful information.
Three positive Leela reports
Update (June 2004): …I am writing to tell
my experience in dealing with Leela Lapidary on 3 May 2004 during our
short holiday in Bangkok. We purchased 2 pieces of Ruby rings there
at their shop at 589 Prasumeru Road, Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200, at a
total price of Thai Baht 276,000. On returning to Malaysia, we checked
the stones at a Kuala Lumpur Consultant Gemologist for verification
and found that the rubies were of good quality and were good buys. The
Manager, Mr. Paul was very kind to call us from Thailand to check if
we were satisfied with our purchases. And we are very pleased with our
purchases. Therefore, after reading all the negative reports about Leela
Lapidary, in our good experiences with them, I and my wife wish to express
our point of view.
Update (November 2003): Another positive
report about Leela: Your latest update about Leela, we have noticed
that Leela is not like the other stores. For one, it has been open for
almost two years (probably more). Secondly, people seem to have a better
success rate at getting a refund. Finally, we had once case of a fellow
from England who would have made a *profit* selling his gems purchased
at Leela, but for the import duties charged by the UK. This
store does not appear to be quite like the others and I’m not sure why.
Update (January 2003): We have received a positive report about
Leela: A very well presented shop, many staff and a huge selection
of jewelry. We picked out a Thai style ring for my wife which cost 15,500
baht – a reasonable price I thought – I conducted all the business side
of things (haggling) in Thai. My wife was most impressed with the business
dealing and with the ring. A lovely sapphire On return to Australia
we had it valued at a reputable Australian jeweler – It was valued at

about 18,000 baht, so in effect we made 10% on our deal. I was thinking
of going back there and doing some more shopping in the future. My experience
there was pleasant and as it turns out my purchase was a quality item
at a price that turned out to be reasonable.

Map to Leela Lapidary
Return to Gem
Scam main page

One of the world’s “most lethal terrorists” captured north of Bangkok
August 15, 2003
Categories: Terrorism, The Thaksin Years
One of the world’s "most lethal terrorists" captured north of Bangkok – August 15, 2003
UPDATE: There is now speculation that legalities concerning Hambali’s arrest were why Thaksin had to rush through the controversial executive degrees on
terrorism (all the local papers and academics shrilly attributed it to his growing authoritarianism). Thaksin now denies this.
Also: A "senior Thai general" has quickly clarified that Hambali is not being held in Thailand, but was flown to Indonesia. Also interesting to note that he was
apparently in Thailand to plan an attack on the upcoming APEC summit in Bangkok.
Also: Indonesian denies this. (The date on this article is wrong. The correct date should be is August 15, 2003.)

Alien Big Cats
August 15, 2003
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Alien Big Cats –
August 15, 2003
It’s odd that all the newspapers reported the recent incident
of ‘leopards" loose in Bangkok without noting that sightings
of mysterious big cats are common urban legends in modern times
(called Alien Big Cats or ABCs). Don Entz points out an
interesting Crutch column on an ABC in Bangkok two decades
ago: In June 1981, a black panther was reported to have escaped
from a private household in the Makkasan district of Bangkok…
The two men later admitted they had taken the panther to Makkasan
swamp and then staged the capture. They thought that when the
fuss had died down, they would be able to quietly return the
panther to its true owner and at the same time remain heroes.
But they hadn’t counted on the authorities deciding to release
the panther into the wildlife sanctuary. That’s when the owner
started demanding either the return of the panther or a sizable
payment instead.

FBI’s Guide to Concealable Weapons
August 15, 2003
FBI’s Guide to Concealable Weapons
– August 15, 2003
If there was any doubt how tough it is to maintain airport security,
here is a mind-boggling catalog of the types of concealed weapons
the FBI are looking for (pdf
– 2.17MB).

A tale of two newspapers: When publicity goes wrong
August 16, 2003
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A tale of two newspapers:
When publicity goes wrong – August
16, 2003
Conor points out this example of publicity gone wrong:
how the Tourism Authority of Thailand’s hiring of Anna Kournikova
is reported in the local and foreign press.
The Nation:
TAT
serves up Kournikova – August 15, 2003
Glamorous Russian tennis star Anna Kournikova has been
hired by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) to appear
in a promotional video promoting the Kingdom, and will
collect a tidy Bt10 million in the process. The TAT’s
deputy governor, Santichai Eauchongprasit, said yesterday
that Kournikova would be the first foreigner hired by
the agency to feature in a tourism promotion campaign.

Ananova (Associated Press):
Anna
Kournikova to be ambassador for "sex industry"
resort – August 14, 2003
Anna Kournikova has agreed to become a tourism ambassador
for a Thai resort known for its sex industry… Kournikova
will also appear in "Unseen in Thailand" –
a promotional video on lesser known places of interest
in and around the city.
MSNBC:
Kournikova
to be rep for Thailand city – Star hired to promote
tourism in Pattaya, known for sex industry

‘Foreign debt: We could try the Thai way’
August 18, 2003
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‘Foreign
debt: We could try the Thai way’ – Daily
Nation, August 18, 2003
African newspaper comments on Thailand and the IMF: Now,
with the loan fully repaid, Thais cannot wait to reverse the
IMF-dictated legislation. Parliament is soon expected to amend
the 11 economic reform laws enacted as a condition for obtaining
IMF loans. What a contrast? Kenya is literally begging to become
more indebted to the IMF despite being saddled with an onerous
burden. With foreign debt exceeding $5 billion and domestic
debt of around $3.5 billion, Kenya’s annual debt repayments
currently consume more than 30 per cent of the annual budget.
The budgeted allocation for debt repayments amounted to $1.3
billion in 2002.

Location of the new parliament
August 19, 2003
Location of the new parliament
– August 19, 2003
This has been going on for years: Lots
of land ‘needed’ for new parliament – The sites are the
Khao Tham Phra area of 1,283 rai (two sq km) near the Pasak
Chonlasit dam in Lop Buri, an armoury of 416 rai (665,600 sq
m) in Nonthaburi, the Bang Nam Prieo area of 2,182 rai (3.5
sq km) in Chachoengsao, military land of 119 rai (190,400 sq
km) in Dusit district, and the Chatuchak area of 83 rai (132,800
sq m) in Bangkok.

‘Bangkok’s vile streams of sludge’
August 19, 2003
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‘Bangkok’s
vile streams of sludge’ – AP/CNN, August 19, 2003

Bangkok, the best city in Asia!
August 20, 2003
Categories: Thailand in the International Media
Bangkok, the best city in Asia!
– August 20, 2003
Rapee Boonplueang writes: As reported on Thairath and
Dailynews, here are the links to the original website:
Asia’s
best cities (Note: Bangkok is ranked # 1)
World’s
best cities (Note: Bangkok is ranked #3)
Asia’s
best hotels (Note: The Peninsula, Bangkok is # 1. Out of
25, 7 hotels are in Thailand (5 in BKK, 1 in Phuket and 1 in
Chiang Mai), 6 in Singapore and 6 in Hongkong)
World’s
best hotels (Note: The Peninsula, Bangkok is also #1. The
Oriental, Bangkok hotel (world’s best hotel in 96, 99 and
2K) comes in # 10 this year. Again, out of 100, 7 hotels are
in Thailand (5 in BKK, 1 in Phuket and 1 in Chiang Mai))
World’s
best international airlines (Note: Thai Airways is ranked
# 4)
Asia’s
best islands (Note: Phuket is ranked # 2)

$200 Tourist Levy Dropped
August 22, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
$200 Tourist Levy Dropped – August 22, 2003
News from our neighbors: Burmese authorities are trying to
find a way for the economy to cope without US dollars… Foreign
visitors no longer have to exchange US $200 upon arriving at
Burmese airports, sources in Rangoon said today.

Windows global pricing cracked by Thailand
August 22, 2003
Windows
global pricing cracked by Thailand
– CnetAsia, August 22, 2003
How a simple welfare scheme in a Southeast Asian country
could tweak the nose of the world’s largest software company…

Info wanted on Mordey alternators
August 22, 2003

Info wanted on Mordey
alternators – August 22, 2003
CR Sant writes: I am writing from Enemalta
Corporation, which is the operator of the Malta Utility
system. A net search brought up your address in relation to
"Mordey alternators". Malta was equipped with such
machines in the late 1890’s, and I am trying to find information
on these machines. Reference is made to your write-up on ‘tramways
related companies‘, in particular the following extract:
" Four 100-kw. generators of Mordey’s type, rope-driven
by Brush compound vertical engines, to which the exciters (65
v.) are connected." It appears the Siam
Electric Company was also equipped with possibly identical
plant at around that time. I would be much obliged for any information
you may be able to provide, both technical and pictures, about
that particular type of plant. Anyone have additional info?

How many years do you have to work to buy a copy of WinXP?
August 22, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
How
many years do you have to work to buy a copy of WinXP? –
December 16, 2003
A table showing how many years an average person in different
countries would have to work to buy a copy of Windows. They obviously
have not heard about this: Windows
global pricing cracked by Thailand – CnetAsia, August 22,
2003 How a simple welfare scheme in a Southeast Asian country
could tweak the nose of the world’s largest software company…

Remaking Rangoon
August 23, 2003
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Remaking Rangoon – August 23, 2003
News from our neighbors: At the end of last year, the
City Housing Estate Supervisory Committee, chaired by
the junta’s Secretary-One Gen Khin Nyunt, approved
the construction of more high-rise buildings. The idea
is to transform Rangoon into a modern Asian city, a place
worth showcasing at the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) Summit scheduled to be held in Rangoon
in 2006. They also have a blurry
map of the Thai-Malaysia gas pipeline.

Officials deny 18 songs banned
August 23, 2003
Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers
Officials deny 18 songs banned
– August 23, 2003
After the story about the banning of immoral songs shot around
the world in the international press (in the only place Thai
news is usually carried internationally –the "Weird News"
section), The Nation reports
that officials claim it was a mistake: After the meeting
of the department’s public-decency committee on Thursday, some
panel members told the press that they had blacklisted 18 immoral
songs and these might be banned. But Pramoj yesterday denied
the report about the ban, citing document errors.

Plant more trees in city, urges academic
August 23, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Plant more trees in city, urges academic – Bangkok
Post, August 23, 2003
Thanks to Nils Rennenberg for pointing this out: Bangkok was
lagging behind other cities in the region in term of public green
areas. The Thai capital had only 1.46 square metres per head, while
Singapore had 10.90 sq m and Kuala Lumpur 2.96 sq m…. However,
he said, public parks in Bangkok were full of decorative plants
which were 10 times more expensive than big trees but not as effective
in term of carbon dioxide reduction.

“Proud to be Thai”
August 24, 2003

"Proud to be Thai"
– August 24, 2003
Since August 1 when the Prime Minister urged the flying
of the flag, it has been very visible everywhere–on Skytrain
stations, subway entrances, from the tops of buildings.
Here it is on the front of the Thai Airways International
Headquarters on Wipahwadee Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Local news
August 25, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Local news
After a long drought, there is a flood of
interesting articles from the English-language papers:
Future
of 103-year-old landmark in doubt as traffic keeps customers
away – Bangkok Post, August 25,
2003
Few markets last as long as Nangloeng market in Pomprap Sattru
Pai district, which is marking its 103rd anniversary this week…
Nangloeng, once a thriving business place, is still famous for
its delicacies, beautiful rows of shophouses dating back to
King Chulalongkorn, a majestic wooden movie theatre and other
tourist attractions. However, traders say round-the-clock heavy
traffic and a lack of parking space scares away potential customers.
"People no longer want to come by this area in such horrible
traffic," said Pramoen Kaosala, a confectioner.
B499m
contract for Srinakarin Rd works – Bangkok
Post, August 25, 2003
City hall’s public works office has selected a contractor
to expand and elevate a 6.5-kilometre section of Srinakarin
road to improve the traffic flow and reduce flooding… The
section between Phatthanakan and Udomsuk junctions will be expanded
from six to eight lanes and elevated 60 centimetres… The BMA
also plans to spend 60 million baht expanding the bridge across
Phra Khanong canal on Sukhumvit road. A bottleneck is created
as the road’s six lanes reduce to four on the bridge.
Keeping
the pressure on foreign businesses – The
Nation, August 25, 2003
…Orawan added that under the new draft, non-Thais would
now be required to invest at least Bt2 million to register a
company in Thailand. She said that most such companies, at the
same time, would be permitted to hire no more than 10 foreigners,
on the basis of Bt2 million in capital per foreign worker. "Companies
that want to hire more than 10 foreigners must pay tax of at
least Bt3 million a year."
What
happens if Thailand has a bombing? – The
Nation, August 25, 2003
…If there is any bombing, big or small, before or during
the summit, in or outside the venue, it will plunge the country
into a deep abyss… Oddly enough, Thailand still firmly believes
– we are Thais, and that is out mind set – that members of regional
terrorist organisations, especially Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), do
not want to blow their cover over here in a safe haven. Therefore
the order to arrest Hambali needed to come from the prime minister,
who believed the JI was up to something bad.

Religious schools in Narathiwat
August 26, 2003
Categories: The Thai Deep South
Religious schools in Narathiwat
– khmerintelligence, August 26, 2003
Interesting report from the highly anti-Hun Sen, but influential
Khmerintelligence.org: …According to US intelligence reports,
Jemaah Islamiyah has been very active in certain regions of
Thailand. In particular, there is a special religious school
in Narathiwat province, where more than 80% of the population
are Muslims and speak Malay since the province shares its southern
border with Malaysia. Students at that school come from Burma
and Cambodia exclusively; Thai students are not accepted.
Students are selected among war orphans, whose character can
be easily forged according to the organization’s requirements.
After completing an initial program at Narathiwat province’s
school, the foreign students are sent to further their studies
in Malaysia. At a final stage, they are sent to Pakistan, where
there is an appropriate training for them to become terrorists
and members of al-Qaida’s network. After completion of their
training, students are sent back to their respective countries,
where they are supposed to conduct special operations…

Red Bull history
August 26, 2003
Red Bull history
– August 26, 2003
Rapee Boonplueang writes: I’ve been wondering about this
Red Bull thing since the first time I saw a Red
Bull commercials on TV in the US a couple of years ago.
It’s surprisingly popular here in the US. I just came across
a
brief history of Red Bull: The worldwide marketing of
the Thai-born Red Bull began in the late 1980s when Chaleo Yoovidhya,
the owner of Krating Daeng (the original Thai name before it
adopted Red Bull) teamed up with Dietrich Mateschitz, an Austrian
businessman to market the drink in Europe. After a slight change
of formula, Red Bull went on sale in Austria in 1987 and became
popular with a young, and energetic generation who were wanting
a more adventurous fun drink…

Bangkok struggles with polluted canals
August 27, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Bangkok struggles with polluted canals – AP, August
27, 2003
Forty percent of Bangkok’s liquid waste is discharged untreated
into the public waterways, and less than 2 percent of households
are connected to sewage networks. Says Vijarn, the pollution
control official: "Speaking of the problem gives me a headache,
frankly."

A discount airline for Thailand
August 28, 2003
Categories: Airports and Airlines
A discount airline for Thailand – BusinessWeek,
August 28, 2003
In early August, Air Asia won landing rights at its first
three international destinations: the resort islands of Bali
in Indonesia and Phuket in Thailand and the Thai capital, Bangkok.
After butting heads with regulators seeking to protect their
national flag carriers, Fernandes is now closer to fulfilling
his dream of importing the discount-airline model to Southeast
Asia.

Silkworm’s secret unraveled
August 28, 2003
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Silkworm’s
secret unraveled – Scientific American,
August 28, 2003
Scientists have long envied the lowly silkworm’s ability
to spin the strongest natural fiber known to man. Now they are
one step closer to understanding just how the creature manages
the feat. In a paper published today in the journal Nature,
researchers reveal that the key lies in the animal’s ability
to carefully control the water content in its silk glands. The
findings should help improve future artificial silk-making techniques.

Getting rabies shots
August 28, 2003
Getting rabies shots
– August 28, 2003
Don Entz, a frequent 2B contributor, was bitten by a dog and
has to get rabies shots. Here’s some info on how to do it: If
you get rabies injections, whether the preventive vaccine or
the series of five injections after being bit by an animal,
the Queen Saowabha Institute at the Thai Red Cross, on the corner
of Rama IV and Henri Dunant roads, is the best place to go.
I went to my regular place right after being bitten on Sunday
afternoon, Samitivej Hospital. The initial treatment was about
2800 baht. NOW, however, I see that each individual shot is
1380 baht….
The Queen Saowabha Institute charges only about 350 baht for
each injection, about 1700 baht TOTAL for the entire series
of five (5) injections.
Samitivej Hospital have undergone a total renovation. All-marble
interior now. Looking really sharp. Even an Au Bon Pain in the
lobby. It WAS looking rather dingy in recent years, but now
it’s up there with Bamrungrad in looks. (I guess that’s why
they have to charge so much for an injection.)
Update: It appears that Samitivej Hospital may
not have been ripping me off after all. Their doctor said that
Samitivej Hospital is using human diploid vaccine, which is
basically the best kind, and a private hospital like that would
be expected to use the best. The vaccine can be made from other
species, but human is top quality, the primo stuff. She (the
doctor) said that 1380 baht per shot is actually not unreasonable
for that kind of vaccine and that at Saowapha they use something
else that is cheaper, but still effective. She also said that
individual treatment depends on a number of factors, such as
if the bite produced any blood (mine did), no matter whether
it’s a lot or a little; and if the patient has been exposed
to a vaccine in the past. I was last vaccinated 14 years ago,
here in Thailand, and even though the doctor at Samitivej said
that the vaccine itself lasts only for about a year, the doctor
at Saowapha said that not being vaccinated in the past EVER
AT ALL would mean that if the bite actually drew blood, even
just a little, then in addition to the vaccine, I would need
some sort of serum (can’t remember what she said it’s called),
and THAT can run as much as 10,000 baht by itself. It’s cheaper
at Saowapha, but still around 5000 or 6000 baht; how much to
take depends on weight. No one at Samitivej mentioned this serum
to me, and I was not given it, but I’m guessing that since the
doctor knew I’d been vaccinated before, he knew I did not need
serum, and so there was no need to mention it. This whole episode
is making it more and more clear, though, that all of you should
GET YOUR RABIES VACCINATION NOW.

Threat to revoke Thai citizenship
August 29, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Threat to revoke Thai citizenship – Bangkok
Post, August 29, 2003
This brief article about revoking Thai citizenship for ethnic
Chinese indicates another radical change in policy towards drugs.
Chinese villages in the area mentioned are dominated by descendants
of the Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist Party), which left China
in 1949 after the Communists gained power. The 93rd regiment
of the KMT first moved to Burma and fought for many years against
the Burmese before moving to Thailand in the 1960s and being
given refugee status. They were permitted to traffic drugs in
the ensuring decades. Putting pressure on these groups signals
a change in a decades-old policy of looking the other way in
regards to the area’s drug trafficking and probably indicates
PM Thakin’s confidence in dealing with those in power who have
interests in the drug trade.

Another charmingly worded blurb from MCOT
August 29, 2003
Another charmingly worded blurb from MCOT
– August 29, 2003
Young sky-gazers in Bangkok told reporters last night that
they were excited to see the Mars, looking like a small bright
button with their nake eyes.

Disclosure: October 14
August 30, 2003
Categories: October, 1973
Disclosure: October 14 – The Nation, August
30, 2003
"Disclosure: October 14", a book compiled by the well-known historian Thepmontri Limpaphayom, marks the first time that what the "dictators" – Field Marshall
Thanom
Kittikachorn, his son Lt-Colonel Narong and Narong’s father-in-law Field Marshal Prapas Charusathien – have to say about the upheaval appears on public record.

Post Books to cease operations
September 1, 2003
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines
Post Books to cease operations
– September 1, 2003
2Bangkok.com has confirmed that Post Books, the book publishing
wing of the Bangkok Post, will cease operations at the end
of October, 2003.

First stirrings of a passive population
September 1, 2003
Categories: October, 1973
First stirrings of a passive population – The
Nation, September 1, 2003
Starting today, The Nation will revisit daily events
leading up to October 14, 1973, one of the most important days in
modern Thai history…
The salary of the Prime Minister at that time was Bt120,000 and
the population was 39 million. Local newspapers still referred to
Thais of Chinese ancestry as Khon Chine, while Thailand was trying
to resume diplomatic relations with Red China after US President
Nixon decided to befriend the Maoist state…
"Thailand has for millennia practised feudalism and it was
only abolished 40 years ago," said Prapas at the time. "The
attachment to old traditions remains strong and it’s still in the
people’s blood. Villagers who go to district offices still feel
hesitant about taking a seat that was provided.
And even university lecturers still feel kraeng jai and dare not
ask questions even though they may want to."
FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY: First stirrings of a passive population
Published on Sep 1, 2003
Starting today, The Nation will revisit daily events leading up to October 14, 1973, one of the most important days in modern Thai history
In the month of September three decades ago Thailand wasn’t quite as we know it today. No mobile phones, no personal computers – and the latest big story in the
Thai media revealed that motor cars indeed emit a form of dangerous pollution called “smog”.
The salary of the Prime Minister at that time was Bt120,000 and the population was 39 million. Local newspapers still referred to Thais of Chinese ancestry as Khon
Chine, while Thailand was trying to resume diplomatic relations with Red China after US President Nixon decided to befriend the Maoist state.
Politically, the country had gone through some oppressive years. Historian Charnvit Kasetsiri says Thailand was trapped “within a vicious cycle of repeated coups
d’etat which created constitutions and then tore them up, and annulled and then for decades trampled on the liberties that the Thai people had just begun to win for
themselves”.
“Political power,” said Charnvit, in a text translated into English by Cornell historian Benedict Anderson, “fell into the hands of a tiny dictatorial clique which
manipulated the machinery of the state and the military, police, and civilian bureaucracies”.
Charnvit added that in 1968, a constitution was proclaimed, and in 1969, for the first time in more than a decade, general elections were held. “But this trend came to
an abrupt halt in 1971 when the crooked government of Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachon again seized full power by making ‘a coup against itself’. By this point
the behaviour of the ruling Thanom-Prapas-Narong clique had become intolerable to Thai society.”
Little wonder that anyone being thrown back into Thailand of 30 years ago would not fail to notice the dark political climate by |perusing the local newspapers. It
wasn’t clear however, that within a month and a half, the nation’s first popular uprising would strengthen the democratic tradition of Thailand in a way difficult to be
erased.
On September 1, 1973, Prachathipatai, arguably the most progressive Thai-language newspaper at that time, gave prominent coverage to a statement that “university
students can learn about political science but need not practise it,” by Field Marshal Prapas Jarusathien, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior.
In a talk given to Chulalongkorn University lecturers, Prapas illustrated his point with an analogy of producing an atomic bomb and not testing it because it could
have devastating effects.
He also added that perhaps Thailand could make do with a democracy without elections. Equally important, Prapas justified the recent order by the State University
Bureau to ban outsiders from participating in seminars and symposiums on all university campuses, saying that outsiders might “mislead” students.
“Thailand has for millennia practised feudalism and it was only abolished 40 years ago,” said Prapas at the time. “The attachment to old traditions remains strong
and it’s still in the people’s blood. Villagers who go to district offices still feel hesitant about taking a seat that was provided. And even university lecturers still feel
kraeng jai and dare not ask questions even though they may want to.”
The passivity of the populace was changing, however, as another news item in the Prachathipatai newspaper reported a drastic increase in complaints filed by
workers. The number rose from 350 cases for the whole of 1972 to 558 complains from January 1973 to July of the same year. A columnist at the newspaper referred
to the need for administrators to shift their thinking from that of rulers to that of service providers.
Thai Rath, the leading tabloid newspaper, thought juicier news might be appropriate that day, including: “Love-mad college student breaks into lover’s house armed
with knife, kills her in his embrace.”
Meanwhile, Khanchai Boonparn, the man who would later become the founder of Matichon newspaper along with Sujit Wongthes, a Thai-culture expert, was busy
lamenting the disappearance of traditional Thai music in a Thai Rath column.
Pravit Rojanaphruk

AP reports typhoon hitting Thailand
September 2, 2003
AP reports typhoon hitting Thailand
– September 2, 2003
Check out this headline from AP: Fast-Moving
Typhoon Dujuan Hits Thailand. But the article itself is about
Taiwan.

Fascinating stats on car usage
September 4, 2003
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Fascinating stats on car usage – September 4, 2003
The ministry said over 1.224 billion commuters had travelled
on Bangkok’s mass-transport system in 1997 but that number had fallen
to 938 million in 2001.
Over the same period, bus commuters fell from 12.6 million to 10.8
million and train commuters from 64.9 million in 1997 to 56.7 million
in 2001.
In contrast, the number of passenger cars has increased significantly.
In 1997 there were 1.8 million registered cars in Bangkok. This
figure rose to 2.6 million in 2001.

Chicago by air
September 4, 2003
Chicago by air
– September 4, 2003
A desktop image for you from 2Bangkok.com. A thumbnail is here.
The full size image is 1.50MB.

Wise Thai investors learn just to follow their leader
September 5, 2003
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Wise Thai investors learn just to follow their leader
– Financial Times, September 5, 2003
Thai stockbrokers have even identified a "Thaksin premium"
to describe the fact that companies connected with the country’s
powerful prime minister tend to trade on higher multiples than their
peers – as much as 10 per cent in price/ earnings terms… "You
can’t judge Thaksin by ordinary standards. Like Malaysia’s Mahathir
Mohamad, he will do whatever he thinks is required to get to where
he wants to go," argues Andy Yates who follows Thailand for
Hong Kong-based fund manager ADM Capital. "The trick is to
go with the flow. His cabinet is stuffed with people who made money
on the stock market and know how it works." Conversely, long
established pillars of the Thai business community are losing power.
The influence of the surviving commercial banks has waned since
the 1997 currency crash, amidst a feeling that the premier feels
little empathy for mere loan providers compared with "real"
businesses.
Wise Thai investors learn just to follow their leader
By William Barnes
Published: September 5 2003 5:00
Top of Thailand’s bestseller lists is a business book entitled Think Like Thaksin Shinawatra. Good advice, it appears, for anyone seeking likely corporate winners in
one of Asia’s fastest growing economies.
Thai stockbrokers have even identified a “Thaksin premium” to describe the fact that companies connected with the country’s powerful prime minister tend to trade
on higher multiples than their peers – as much as 10 per cent in price/ earnings terms.
This applies most immediately to his family’s key listed interests – the Shinawatra holding company and its cash cow, the mobile operator Advanced Information
Services.
Mr Thaksin turned himself into reputedly the country’s richest man in scarcely more than a decade, acquiring pager and then mobile phone franchises and, although
he has officially retired from business, investors are convinced that his horses are still worth backing.
Analysts expect the Shinawatra companies to do well in the upcoming renegotiation of Thailand’s mobile phone licences.
Meanwhile, the holding group’s property arm – originally the manager of its own office space – is benefiting from a government-engineered consumer boom and will
soon be spun off as a listed company, SC Asset Corporation, to expand into rapidly growing areas such as home sales, consumer finance and entertainment,
according to its executives.
“Whatever that guy wants, tends to happen. So you bet with him,” says Andrew Stotz, head of research at ING Barings in Bangkok.
Armed with that sentiment, investors are now looking for other stocks that might benefit from a Thaksin premium. As a populist politician and a friend of local
business, the premier has already said that high profile privatisation targets, like airline Thai International, the Krung Thai bank and the two telephone giants, will
be shielded from predatory foreigners.
The new Bt200bn ($4.9bn) Vayupak fund, a state sponsored mutual fund, is poised to participate in those sell-offs. There appears to be a risk of newly privatised
companies being shielded from genuine competition by the government, say analysts.
Similarly Mr Thaksin’s desire to keep “landmark” industries in Thai hands was displayed recently when he risked upsetting powerful foreign investors by providing
government support for Prachai Leophairatana, the controversial debtor-owner of bankrupt Thai Petrochemical Industry, in his long drawn-out tussle with creditor
banks.
“You can’t judge Thaksin by ordinary standards. Like Malaysia’s Mahathir Mohamad, he will do whatever he thinks is required to get to where he wants to go,”
argues Andy Yates who follows Thailand for Hong Kong-based fund manager ADM Capital. “The trick is to go with the flow. His cabinet is stuffed with people who
made money on the stock market and know how it works.” Conversely, long established pillars of the Thai business community are losing power. The influence of the
surviving commercial banks has waned since the 1997 currency crash, amidst a feeling that the premier feels little empathy for mere loan providers compared with
“real” businesses.
“This is the first time we’ve had a government in power without deep bank connections,” noted Mr Stotz, though the picture is somewhat complicated by the fact
that Mr Thaksin’s family has invested in the struggling, state controlled Thai Military Bank.
In the longer term, there are also questions over the sustainability of “Thaksinomics” – a combination of easy money and state largesse, according to critics. The
premier’s populist instincts will ensure that the boom is drawn out as long as possible by deploying a growing current account surplus, worth $7bn, or 5 per cent of
gross domestic product, last year.
“Normally you would get rid of extra spending power by an appreciation of the baht,” warns Supavud Saicheua, chief economist at Merrill Lynch Phatra Securities.
“That probably won’t be allowed to happen, instead the market will be allowed to bid up asset prices to potentially much higher levels.”
This will spur consumer spending and investment as people see incomes and house prices rising, but is likely to lead to inflation in the end. Mr Yates agrees: “You
can argue about the long term, but right now Thaksin is popular, energetic and right.”
With Thai stocks up more than 70 per cent since he took office in January 2001, most investors will no doubt continue to play the game of trying – as the book puts it
– to think like that shrewd, although retired, businessman, Thaksin Shinawatra.

Pandas on the way
September 6, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Pandas on the way – MCOT, September 6, 2003
Xuang Xuang, a four year-old male, and Li Huay, a female and
a relative baby at only two years of age, are due to take up their
new home in a special enclosure at Chiang Mai Zoo on 13 October
although the exact date of travel has yet to be finalised.

Debating the Sukhothai Stone
September 6, 2003
Categories: History
Sukhothai Stone: Historians affirm artefact’s value – The Nation, September 6, 2003
This is a long-standing controversy lightly touched upon in the
local press: whether the famous King Ramkhamhaeng tablet is genuine:
Cabinet secretary-general Bowornsak Uwanno said historians should
not try to discredit the inscription stone as it was a symbol of
Thai nationhood. "Some academic topics should not be debated
just for the argument sake. The inscription stone is almost a revered
object for Thais," he said.
SUKHOTHAI STONE: Historians affirm artefact’s value
Published on Sep 6, 2003
The first stele – or inscribed stone tablet – by King Ramkhamhaeng is the real thing, historians said yesterday, rejecting critics’ efforts to sow doubt on the
authenticity of the time-honoured, scientifically tested artefact.
Historians weighed in on the rekindled debate after the government announced Tuesday that the 14th century Sukhothai-period stone inscription had been
recommended for a UN World Heritage listing.
Unesco is expected to register the 720-year-old stele on its World Heritage list by next July. The artefact will be included under the lists’ cultural category.
In questioning Unesco’s planned recognition of the stele, some academics have raised doubts as to whether the inscription was made in the Sukhothai era.
They said it might be a recent artefact dating only to the mid-19th century reign of King Rama IV, in the Rattakosin era.
In a rebuttal, historian Prasert na Nakhon said the stone was found to have the same physical condition as other writing tablets originating from the same period.
“Linguists have repeatedly confirmed that the archaic Thai inscribed on the stone was the language of the Sukhothai period,” he said.
Jiraporn Aranyanak, a curator of the Fine Arts Department, said scientific tests on the stone had provided conclusive proof of the artefact’s authenticity.
Historian MR Rujaya Abhakara said the stone met seven criteria as a World Heritage memorial.
The criteria included authenticity, uniqueness, enduring cultural value, and association with the Sukhothai historic town.
Cabinet secretary-general Bowornsak Uwanno said historians should not try to discredit the inscription stone as it was a symbol of Thai nationhood.
“Some academic topics should not be debated just for the argument sake. The inscription stone is almost a revered object for Thais,” he said.

Newspaper inserts
September 8, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized

Newspaper inserts
– September 8, 2003
Inserts or promotional supplements are a common staple of
local newspapers. Typically they are filled with congratulation
notices paid for by companies that are connected with the
subject in some way. These glossy inserts are also produced
to celebrate the birthdays of the King and Queen.
Here is an interesting insert celebrating the national day
of Libya that was delivered with the Bangkok Post
on September 1, 2003. The bottom left page has photos from
the "Man-made
river project–a massive irrigation scheme that some
Western governments have claimed could also be used to move
troops undetected or store arms.

Argentina’s Antarctica
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Argentina’s Antarctica – September 8, 2003
Nothing to do with Thailand, but interesting… Musing about promotional
inserts (above) reminded us of an interesting national day insert
for Argentina in the mid-1990s that showed a map of Argentina which
included a large chunk of Antarctica as part of its territory.
Thanks to Carleton Cole for finding the following interesting
info about both Argentina and Chile’s attempts to claim ownership
of some of Antarctica: Both Chile and Argentina have gone to
great lengths to make their claims in Antarctica part of their national
territory. While there has been no recognition of these claims by
any other sovereign state, both countries have great nationalistic
pride in these claims. In August of 1973, an Argentine cabinet meeting
was held in the area claimed by Argentina. Chile’s president Pinochet
spent a week in Antarctica in 1977 which caused Argentina to devise
the boldest plans for claiming sovereignty. In the fall of 1978,
a pregnant Argentine woman was send to live in Antarctica and in
Jan. 1979, Emile Marco Palma was the first child born in Antarctica.
Following the pattern in colonialism as seen in North America, Emile
takes his place in history along side Virginia Dare. The Argentines
followed with a wedding in Feb. 1979. Both countries have maintained
colonies of civilian dependents living year round at their bases
and tourism from bases both in Chile and Argentina has grown significantly
in the last decades.

Centuries-old stone set in controversy
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Centuries-old stone set in controversy – The Nation,
September 8, 2003
Good run-down of theories on the stone: "I am certain that
if the King Rama IV was alive he would love to see such a debate.
He would not want future generations of his people trapped in old
historical theories," he said.

‘Hugging ground?’
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‘Hugging ground?’ – Bangkok Post, September
8, 2003
Today, young Akha sought other ways to relax such as television
and karaoke, he said. But “Laan Sao Kawd” appears in research,
songs, websites and printed information relating to Akha people…
Speaking through an interpreter, Mr Por-je said women-hugging grounds
had never existed in Akha culture. "We have a recreational
ground called “Dae Kong” (a travelling place for the community,
in Akha language) where villagers, in full traditional dress, gathered
at night to perform traditional song and dance.

Motorists warned: Stay with cars at breakdown, garages
September 8, 2003
Categories: Crime
Motorists warned: Stay with cars at breakdown, garages –
Bangkok Post, September 8, 2003
Pol Col Thitirat Nonghanpitak, deputy commander of the Highway
Police, said his unit received many complaints from car owners victimised
on highways, especially on the Phahon Yothin highway between Rangsit
and Saraburi and on the Rama II highway from Dao Khanong to Pak
Tho in Ratchaburi.

Linux just a cover for piracy?
September 8, 2003
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Linux just a cover for piracy? – Asia Computer Weekly,
September 8, 2003
A report it released on Aug 18 said that much of Linux’s
success in Thailand is due to its use as a cover for software piracy.
"Gartner believes that most of the Linux shipments will eventually
have illegal copies of Windows installed—a fact that makes
Linux’s seeming dominance of this market somewhat misleading,"
the report stated.
Principal analyst Martin Gilliland, one of the report’s authors,
went so far to say that more than 90% of the country’s ICT
PC computers that ship with pre-installed Linux is likely to have
pirate copies of Windows within 30 days of delivery.

The Moon and Mars
September 9, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News

The Moon
and Mars – September 9, 2003
Mars is still shining brightly… Last night at 8:20pm,
the Moon and Mars appeared side by side in an otherwise
starless sky.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Cat’s Eye: News on the Secret Thai Prison
September 10, 2003
Categories: Thai Secret Prison
2010
AP: Ex-CIA Officer Accused Of Electric-Drill Torture Now Training CIA Operatives As A Contractor – huffingtonpost.com, September 7, 2010
…Al-Nashiri was flown to still another secret CIA prison in Thailand, where he stayed briefly, then taken to the Poland prison on Dec. 5, 2002, just days after that
facility was opened…
To keep program secret, CIA whisked 9/11 figures from Gitmo before court ruling – CP, August 8, 2010
…A jail in Thailand known as Cat’s Eye closed in December 2002, and in the fall of 2003 the CIA was preparing to shutter its facility in Poland and open a new one
in Romania. Human rights investigators and journalists were asking questions. The CIA needed to reshuffle its prisoners…
New evidence about prisoners held in secret CIA prisons in Poland and Romania – truth-out.org, August 3, 2010
…However, what can be stated with certainty is that three of the men who arrived on December 5, 2002, were the HVDs (HVDs) Abu Zubaydah, Abd al-Rahim alNashiri and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, who had all been held previously in a secret CIA prison in Thailand…
Key omission in memo to destroy CIA terror tapes – mercurynews.com, July 25, 2010
…But when the CIA’s top clandestine officer, Jose Rodriguez, told a colleague at the agency’s secret prison in Thailand to destroy interrogation videos, he left the
attorneys off the note.
The destruction of the tapes wiped away the most graphic evidence of the CIA’s now-shuttered network of overseas prisons, where suspected terrorists were
interrogated for information using some of the most aggressive tactics in U.S. history…
UN Secret Detention Report: CIA Prisons In Afghanistan And Iraq – Eurasia Review, June 16, 2010
…“before they were sent to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, United States forces had tortured them in detention centers in Afghanistan, and supervised their torture in
Pakistan and Thailand…”
UN Secret Detention Report: The CIA’s ‘High-Value Detainee’ Program And Secret Prisons – Eurasia Review, June 16, 2010
UN pdf: Joint Study on Global Practices in Relation to Secret Detention in the Context of Counter-Terrorism
…Whisked by the CIA to Thailand where he was housed in a small, disused warehouse on an
active airbase. There, his cell was kept under 24-hour closed circuit TV surveillance and
his life-threatening wounds were tended to by a CIA doctor specially sent from Langley
headquarters to assure Abu Zubaydah was given proper care, sources said. Once healthy,
he was slapped, grabbed, made to stand long hours in a cold cell, and finally handcuffed
and strapped feet up to a water board until after 0.31 seconds he begged for mercy and
began to cooperate.
…In its submission for the present study, the Government of Thailand denied the existence of
a secret detention facility in Thailand in 2002/03, stating that international and local media had
visited the suspected places and found no evidence of such a facility. In the light of the detailed
nature of the allegations, however, the experts believe it credible that a CIA black site existed in
Thailand, and calls on the domestic authorities to launch an independent investigation into the
matter…
28 nations helped U.S. detain terror suspects – australia.to, March 31, 2010
…THAILAND: One of the first CIA black sites known as “Cat’s Eye” is located outside of Bangkok. Al-Qaeda operatives were flown there to be interrogated and
tortured, including waterboarding. Abu Zubaydah and Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri were videotaped there. Some 92 videotapes were made and stored and subsequently
destroyed by the CIA. In 2005 ABC News reported Zubaydah was held in an unused warehouse on an airbase where he was made to stand in a cold cell and
waterboarded…
America’s secret prisons – thepeoplesvoice.org,
March 16, 2010
…HRC’s report revealed further evidence about front company flights from Bangkok, Thailand to Szymany on December 5, 2002 (“disguised under multiple layers
of secrecy” to avoid US “fingerprints”) and others from December 3 – 6, 2002…
2009
A window into C.I.A.’s embrace of secret jails – NYT, August 12, 2009
…Early in the fight against Al Qaeda, agency officials relied heavily on American allies to help detain people suspected of terrorism in makeshift facilities in
countries like Thailand. But by the time two C.I.A. officials met with Mr. Foggo in 2003, that arrangement was under threat, according to people briefed on the
situation. In Thailand, for example, local officials were said to be growing uneasy about a black site outside Bangkok code-named Cat’s Eye. (The agency would
eventually change the code name for the Thai prison, fearing it would appear racially insensitive.)…
2 U.S. architects of harsh tactics in 9/11’s wake – NYT, August 11, 2009
…Whether they protested to C.I.A. bosses is uncertain, because the voluminous message traffic between headquarters and the Thailand site remains classified…
PM: No secret prison in Thailand – Bangkok Post, July 21, 2009
Secret prison report discredits country – Bangkok Post, July 21, 2009
…”The report may aim to discredit Thailand, as the chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean),” Mr Vitavas said.
Foreign Affairs Minister Kasit Piromya’s secretary Chavanond Intarakomalyasut also insisted the country had no secret prison and the Thai government had never
let the United States build a torture chamber in the country…
PM: No secret prison in Thailand – Bangkok Post, July 21, 2009
Internal Rifts on Road to Torment – Washington Post, July 19, 2009
…In August 2002, as the first anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks approached, officials at CIA headquarters became increasingly concerned that they were not
learning enough from their detainee in Thailand. When the interrogators concluded that Abu Zubaida had no more to tell, Langley scolded them: “You’ve lost your
spine…”
Grand jury hears from top C.I.A. officers on destruction of tapes – NYT, July 2, 2009
…She is said by former agency officers to have helped carry out Mr. Rodriguez’s order to destroy the tapes.
The tapes had been kept in a safe at the C.I.A. station in Thailand, the country where the interrogations took place…

American – British democracies sexual torture – Daily.pk, May 25, 2009
…Encep Nuraman (aka Hambali) – kept naked for four or five days in Thailand and a week in Afghanistan, followed by intermittent periods of being clothed and
naked.
…Mohammed Nazir Bin Lep – kept naked three to four days in Thailand and nine days in Afghanistan…
Udon Thani: US crimes and secret prison unpunished – WFOL.TV, March 31, 2009
However, it is confirmed that Abu Zubaydah and Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri were incarcerated, beaten and tortured by US officials with the help of Thai officials at
Udon Thani, this after Thai and US officials denied the very existence of the prison…
Thai-US relations: Skeletons in the closet – The Nation, March 6, 2009
…Of course, no Thai leader or senior official who was in office during the first term of former leader Thaksin Shinawatra would say anything on the matter.
Since the whole rendition operation occurred in 2005 under Thaksin’s nose, he must be held responsible. He had a penchant to do things on his own, and to make
decisions without consulting any person.
Thai-US relations, and many other bilateral ties, were often exploited by Thaksin alone. As a former business leader, he knew what the US government really wanted
and was willing to accommodate it at all times. When he first came to power in 2001, he displayed an ambiguous attitude toward US involvement in Afghanistan and
Iraq. After that he picked up on things quickly and changed his non-committal stance to one of close cooperation with the US on its anti-terrorism campaign…
US admits to torture at secret jail inside Thailand – Bangkok Post, March 4, 2009
The United States government has admitted for the first time that it had a secret jail in Thailand where suspected al-Qaeda operatives were flown in to be
interrogated, including being subjected to "waterboarding"…
Anupong: No secret jails inside Thailand – Bangkok Post, March 4, 2009
…Army chief Anupong Paojinda reiterated Wednesday that there is no US secret jail in Thailand where suspected al-Qaeda operatives are flown in to be
interrogated.
… "I can confirm you that there is no such place in Thailand," he told reporters. "I can take my post on the line that such place does not exist…"
2008
Secret prison on Diego Garcia confirmed: Six “high-value” Guantánamo prisoners held, plus “ghost prisoner” Mustafa Setmariam Nasar – Mindanao Examiner,
August 2, 2008
Inside a 9/11 mastermind’s interrogation – IHT, June 22, 2008
…The agency, desperate to keep him alive, flew in a Johns Hopkins Hospital surgeon to consult. Within a few days, Abu Zubaydah was flown to Thailand, to the first
of the "black sites," the agency’s interrogation facilities for major Qaeda figures.
Thailand, which had long faced Muslim insurgents in its south, became the first choice because CIA officers had a very close relationship with their counterparts in
Bangkok, according to one American intelligence official. At first, the official said, "they didn’t even tell the prime minister."
Inside a ‘Black Site’
It was at the Thai jail, not far from Bangkok, that Martinez first tried his hand at interrogation on Abu Zubaydah, who refused to speak Arabic with his captors but
spoke passable English. It was also there, as previously reported, that the CIA would first try physical pressure to get information, including the near-drowning of
waterboarding…
US and Thailand: Allies in torture – Asia Times, January 25, 2008
… Political analysts and diplomats in Thailand suspect that the prison was, and perhaps still is, situated at a military base in the northeastern province of Udon
Thani from where the US launched its bombers during the Vietnam War and is currently believed to monitor regional radio communications, including inside China.
Wherever the CIA-run interrogation facilities are situated, the torture of suspects in Thailand apparently represents the latest US violation of the Geneva
Conventions and also controversially violates Thai law and sovereignty. The US congressional revelations about the facility also raises hard new questions about the
role and possible complicity of Bangkok-based senior US officials, including previous US ambassadors Darryl Johnson and Ralph “Skip” Boyce.
The interrogations captured on the destroyed CIA tapes took place in 2002, during Johnson’s term as the top US official in Bangkok; Boyce, recently retired from the
foreign service, meanwhile recently admitted to a former Thai legislative aide of having knowledge of the facility but declined to give any details…
No CIA prisoners brought here since 2003 – Bangkok Post, January 22, 2008
…Thaksin Shinawatra, the prime minister at the time of the interrogations, has always denied that there was any CIA “base” or “prison” in Thailand. Foreign
sources have told the Bangkok Post that the denials were technically correct.
The interrogations – or torture – of al-Qaeda suspects were carried out at so-called safe houses on a military base in Thailand, the sources said…
Waterboarding in Thailand: Station chief made appeal to destroy CIA tapes – Washington Post, January 16, 2008
In late 2005, the retiring CIA station chief in Bangkok sent a classified cable to his superiors in Langley asking if he could destroy videotapes recorded at a secret
CIA prison in Thailand that in part portrayed intelligence officers using simulated drowning to extract information from suspected al-Qaeda members…
2007
Thailand’s "secret prisons" – June 13, 2007
The Council of Europe released a report today on secret prisons: ‘High-value’ detainees were held in secret CIA detention centres in Poland and Romania, says
PACE committee
This report also had references to the reported Thai secret prison:
…we have been told that Thailand hosted the first CIA “black site,” and that Abu Zubaydah was held there after his capture in 2002. CIA sources indicated to us
that Thailand was used because of the ready availability of the network of local knowledge and bilateral relationships that dated back to the Vietnam War.
One CIA source told us: “in Thailand, it was a case of ‘you stick with what you know’;” however, since the allegations pertaining to Thailand were not the direct
focus of our inquiry, we did not elaborate further on these references in our discussions. The specific location of the “black site” in Thailand has been publicly
alleged to be a facility in Udon Thani, near to the Udon Royal Thai Air Force Base in the north-east of the country. This base does have long-standing connections
to
with the approach of most US partner countries, the Thai Government has denied these allegations outright.
2006
COMMENTARY:
What the US could learn from Thailand – Asia Times, April 7, 2006
…Ralph "Skip" Boyce, the garrulous US ambassador
to Thailand, has maintained that Washington has in no way assisted
Thaksin’s controversial counter-insurgency efforts, which, similar
to US military operations in Iraq, have been attended by allegations
of torture and abuse of Muslim detainees.

Bangkok-based European and Asian diplomats, however, beg to
differ, claiming that the United States’ behind-the-scenes role
in the conflict is an open secret in diplomatic circles.
…Thaksin’s Thailand plays host to a joint top-secret US Central
Intelligence Agency-run counter-terrorism center, charged with
managing covert operations throughout Southeast Asia, according
to a senior Thai intelligence official attached to the National
Intelligence Agency. Those ties appear to have paved the way
for the CIA to establish a secret prison in Thailand, where
abducted terror suspects were allegedly held and interrogated.
Ambassador Boyce has repeatedly declined to comment on the specifics
of the secret detention center. (The facility was closed down
in 2003, according to the Washington Post.)…
2005
From the Thai-language press
– Matichon editorial: The accusation about a secret prison and criticism
of Matichon – November 8,
2005
Location of the "secret prison"? – November 7, 2005
Ban Dung is here.
Is this the VOA
complex?
No presence
of secret CIA prison in Thailand, PM confirms – TNA, November
5, 2005
…The prime minister said the report by the Washington Post,
which claimed that the Voice of America (VOA) relay transmitting
station in Ban Dung district of the country’s northeastern province
of Udon Thani was used as holding center for top al-Qaeda suspects,
was groundless because the radio station relayed short-wave
frequency broadcasts; and therefore, must have several tall
antennas, he said.
The more than 3,000 rai of land, on which the radio station
sits, is occupied and has been leased for a long time with tight
security being provided to the station…
Disbelief
at Thai terror centre denial – AAP, November 5, 2005
…The Thai PM’s Office spokesman, Suranand Vejjajiva, insisted
no such prison existed at the station and says everyone he has
spoken to, including the Udon Thani governor, the VOA station
manager and the US embassy, have assured him nothing out of
the ordinary was going on…
US
Gov’t: No hidden jail in Thailand for al-Qaeda suspects – TNA, November 4, 2005
…He further said that the Washington Post is obliged to
publish a correction of its news report which identified Thailand
and several other countries as alleged havens for CIA ‘black
sites’ and protected several Eastern European nations from being
identified for similar allegations.
The foreign minister declined to comment on rumours that the
alleged ‘black site’ is located in Baan Dung district of Udorn
Thani province, as a fact-finding probe has not yet been done…
CIA
Holds Terror Suspects in Secret Prisons – Debate Is Growing
Within Agency About Legality and Morality of Overseas System
Set Up After 9/11 – Washington
Post, November 2, 2005
…About 30 are considered major terrorism suspects and have
been held under the highest level of secrecy at black sites
financed by the CIA and managed by agency personnel, including
those in Eastern Europe and elsewhere, according to current
and former intelligence officers and two other U.S. government
officials. Two locations in this category — in Thailand and
on the grounds of the military prison at Guantanamo Bay — were
closed in 2003 and 2004, respectively.
…By mid-2002, the CIA had worked out secret black-site deals
with two countries, including Thailand and one Eastern European
nation, current and former officials said. An estimated $100
million was tucked inside the classified annex of the first
supplemental Afghanistan appropriation.
Then the CIA captured its first big detainee, in March 28, 2002.
Pakistani forces took Abu Zubaida, al Qaeda’s operations chief,
into custody and the CIA whisked him to the new black site in
Thailand, which included underground interrogation cells, said
several former and current intelligence officials. Six months
later, Sept. 11 planner Ramzi Binalshibh was also captured in
Pakistan and flown to Thailand.
But after published reports revealed the existence of the site
in June 2003, Thai officials insisted the CIA shut it down,

and the two terrorists were moved elsewhere, according to former
government officials involved in the matter. Work between the
two countries on counterterrorism has been lukewarm ever since…
The government denies this: NEWSPAPER
REPORT: Secret jail report ‘untrue’ – The Nation,
November 3, 2005
…"This is a completely groundless story. There is
no secret al-Qaeda detention site here in Thailand," Government
spokesman Surapong Suebwonglee said in response to the report…
2004
Thailand not mentioned in
secret detention center report – June 18, 2004
Last week we pointed out the Guardian story mentioning Thailand as part of of U.S.’s
secret prison system. Today, a
press release and report from Human Rights First makes no mention of
Thailand as a holding point for U.S. prisoners.
Earlier: Thailand
part of US’s "secret worldwide prison
system"? – The
Guardian, June 13, 2004
The United States government, in conjunction
with key allies, is running an ‘invisible’
network of prisons and detention centres into
which thousands of suspects have disappeared
without trace since the ‘war on terror’ began…
Terrorists have also been sent to facilities
in Baku, Azerbaijan, and to unidentified locations
in Thailand. Scores more are thought to be
at a US airbase in the Gulf state of Qatar,
and a large number are believed to have been
sent to Saudi Arabia, where CIA agents are
allowed to sit in on some of the interrogations…
American officials are unrepentant. ‘You have
to break eggs to make omelettes,’ said one
last week."
…Khaled Sheikh Mohammed and Ramzi bin al-Shibh,
who both helped plan the 11 September attacks,
were also transferred to American custody
soon after their capture by Pakistani security
forces in September 2002 and March 2003 respectively.
They are believed to have been interrogated
in Thailand…
2003
Saddam
in Thailand? – December 16, 2003
Sources have long contended that most high level prisoners from
Afghanistan and Iraq were first interrogated in Thailand (Thai
officials deny this). Thus, rumors started to swirl as Saddam’s
capture was announced that Saddam himself was either on his
way to Thailand or was already here. On Sunday night, the Associated
Press reported that Saddam had been moved out of Iraq. CNN reported that Saddam was in Qatar, but the next day this was
denied. This is the usual pattern:
‘sources’ tell various news outlets about the whereabouts of
a high-ranking POWs and then the next day this is matter-of-factly
denied.
Also: Saddam
Whereabouts Still a Mystery – Reuters
Update – December 18, 2003: CNN is now quoting Iraqi officials
as saying Saddam is still in Iraq and has never left…

Reshuffling the police
September 10, 2003
Categories: Thai Police
Reshuffling the police – Bangkok Post, September 10, 2003
The police reshuffle taking effect next month proves beyond a doubt who rules the roost at the Royal Thai Police Office. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra is the de
facto police chief; Pol Gen Sant Sarutanont, the nominal head, had very few of his favourites placed in key postings…

Government pressures TV stations over Ekkayuth allegations
September 10, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Questions over TV coverage – The Nation, September 10, 2003
Despite having his name splashed across front-page newspaper headlines over the past few days, combatant tycoon Ekkayuth Anchanbutr has been virtually shut out
from TV news amid reports of government interference in the broadcast media’s coverage of his anti-establishment allegations.
Some TV stations reported the news by focusing on the government’s reactions and only displaying Ekkayuth’s photograph.
Two presenters from the Nation Channel were "told to leave" the Army-run programme "Thuk Phid Khid Eng" on Channel 5 after a live interview on Monday with
Ekkayuth, in which he asserted that up to 30 politicians were involved in stock manipulation. Host Teera Tanyapaibul was conducting a phone interview with
Ekkayuth when a man claiming to represent the show’s owner, The Media, called the Nation Channel’s office to dismiss Teera and co-host Kanok Ratwongsakul.
New presenters hosted Tuesday’s show.

Bangkok pollution skyrockets
September 11, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Bangkok pollution skyrockets – Reuters,
September 11, 2003
Pollution in Bangkok has soared to twice the safety level
as Thailand’s robust economic growth spurred rapid car sales
over the past two years, Thai officials said on Thursday…
"Bangkok traffic has become much more congested while the
level of air pollution is skyrocketing beyond the safety limit,"
Supat Wangwongwatana of the Department of Pollution Control
told reporters. He gave no comparative figures. Supat said the
latest survey, done last year, showed the particle level on
Sukhumvit Road — the city’s busiest thoroughfare — was 250
microgrammes per cubic metre, more than double the 120 microgrammes
considered harmful to people.

‘Open Skies’ agreement between U.S. and Thailand
September 11, 2003
Categories: Airports and Airlines
‘Open Skies’ agreement between U.S. and Thailand – September 11, 2003
UPS today extended its congratulations to the governments
of the United States and Thailand for successfully negotiating
an agreement that extends "open skies" authority to
American and Thai air express and cargo carriers. The agreement
eliminates restrictions on how often carriers can fly, the kind
of aircraft they can use and the prices they can charge for
their services.

Redevelopment plan for Thai embassy
September 11, 2003
Categories: Buildings
Redevelopment plan for Thai embassy – Bangkok Post, September
11, 2003
Anyone who has ever been to the Thai Embassy in Singapore is
usually surprised to find it in one of the prime locations on
Orchard Road. For years people have wondered why there was not
an attempt to redevelop the site. Last week, the Thai Prime
Minister, an astute businessman, took one look at the site and
revived the idea of developing the area: Foreign Minister
Surakiart Sathirathai said the embassy–rambling old colonial
housing and an office building in a large compound–was an eyesore.
But it was in a prime area on Orchard road, a main shopping
centre. Former Thai envoy to Singapore, Asada Jayanama, who
was posted there from 1989-90, ordered a feasibility study into
putting up a 24-floor building… Proposals include a shopping
centre to promote goods made by small and medium sized enterprises,
including the one tambon-one product scheme, and tourism, or
swapping it for another area.

‘Young Turk’ kills himself
September 11, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
‘Young Turk’ kills himself – in the Nation
and the Bangkok
Post, September 11, 2003 Col Prachak Sawangchit,
a veteran coup plotter, political daredevil and decorated Army
officer, died yesterday of a self-inflicted gunshot wound to
the head. He was 66.

Anti-drug poster
September 13, 2003
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Anti-drug poster – September 13, 2003
This poster (right) has appeared in many buildings around
town. It says "Do not think about, sell or be involved
in drugs. Everyone should realize this is what the nation
wants.

A scramble in Bangkok for a $10 million reward
September 13, 2003
Categories: Security
A scramble in Bangkok for a $10 million reward
– New York Times, September 13, 2003
The capture of a senior figure in al-Qaeda near Bangkok
last month has set off a mad and, some say, unseemly
scramble. Thai police, military and intelligence units
have all approached the US embassy with their hands
out, asking for a share of the reward for the capture
of Hambali…
Washington’s generosity is causing headaches for the
CIA. There are intense rivalries and jealousies between
the Thai police, military and intelligence units. Often
they refuse to share intelligence information, and one
unit would not take kindly to another getting more of
the reward money, one Western diplomat said…
But one Western official was somewhat amused at the
notion that reward money should be paid to any Thai
government agency involved in Hambali’s capture. The
operation was carried out essentially by the CIA, the
official said, echoing what US and Australian officials
have said previously. To avoid jeopardizing the arrest
mission, the Thai police were not even made aware of
it until the last minute, American officials said.

More on the attempted hijacking
September 13, 2003
Categories: Security
More on the attempted hijacking
– Yahoo, September 13, 2003
Hijacking
foiled over Thailand – It is claimed it was only a drunk
man… Earlier: Air
marshals foil hijack attempt in Bangkok – Hindustan Times,
September 13, 2003

Delhi-Hanoi rail route?
September 13, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit
Delhi-Hanoi rail route? – September 13, 2003
India is considering a project to build a rail route connecting
New Delhi with the Vietnamese capital of Hanoi, Indian Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee said at a three-day ASEAN-India
business conference closed on September 6.

Vertical Marathon
September 14, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Vertical
Marathon – September 14, 2003

Urbana Langsuan
September 15, 2003
Categories: Buildings
Urbana Langsuan – The Nation, September
15, 2003
Nexus Property, which is the consultant for developer Siamphan
Enterprise, aims to make the spectacular high-rise architecture
at Urbana Langsuan – with its wave-like walls – quite
a sight to behold.

Lightning from last night
September 16, 2003
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Lightning from last night – September 16, 2003
Last night from 10:45-11:15pm, a big thunderstorm swept
through Bangkok. Here’s a big strike from about 11pm.

All the details on this year’s Car Free Day
September 16, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
All
the details on this year’s Car Free Day
– September 16, 2003
Thanks to Khun Orapan for passing this info to us: According
to the World Car Free Day on September 22, 2003 the Pollution
Control Department in conjunction with government and private
agencies will organise an activity to enhance energy saving
and reduce air pollution. The main purpose of a Car Free Day
is to persuade people to use more public transport e.g. bus,
SkyTrain, train or car pool instead of driving.
The Bangkok Mass Transit System Public Company Limited (BTSC),
The State Railway of Thailand and Bangkok Mass Transit Authority
are participating in this significant day by offering special
bonuses.
The SkyTrain will give an exclusive discount on all trips at
fixed fares of 10 baht through Silom and Sukhumvit Lines on
September 21-22, 2003, and they will adjust the time table of
trains in peak hours both in the morning and evening. For more
information please call BTS Hotline at Tel. 2617 – 7141-2.
The State Railway of Thailand will add more commuter trains,which
carry passengers to the city centre between 06.00-09.00 a.m.
and 16.00-19.00 hrs., on Northern and Eastern routes on September
21-22, 2003. For more information please call Tel. 1690.
Bangkok Mass Transit Authority will increase bus frequency between
06.00-09.00 a.m. and 16.00 – 19.00 hrs. On September 21-22,
2003. In addition there will be a 10, 15 and 20% discount on
daily, weekly and monthly tickets respectively. Please call
Tel. 184 for more information.
To highlight this major event there will be a two-day celebration
and exhibition held on September 20-21, 2003 at Maboonkrong
Centre , ground floor featuring City Night Bike Tours by Bangkok
Bicycles Friendship Association. Also scheduled are a variety
of entertainment such as a concert from Kasetsart University,
a fashion show, games etc.
Natural Resources and Environment Minister Prapat Panyachartrak
will preside over the opening Car Free Day Activity at Maboonkrong
on Saturday September 20, 2003 at 5.00 p.m. A press conference
to report the results of energy savings, mass transit usage,
Bangkok traffic and air pollution will be held on the following
day (September 23rd ) at the Pollution Control Department.

Frankenfish coming to town
September 17, 2003
Frankenfish
coming to town – Bangkok
Post, September 17, 2003
Twenty of the fluorescent fish, a thumb-sized, green
and red species with black stripes on its body, are due
in Thailand on Sept 23, one day before the opening of the
12-day Science and Technology exhibition at the Impact Convention
Centre. The fish was developed by Singapore researchers
who inserted genes for green and red fluorescent proteins–derived
from jellyfish–into zebra fish, which are normally black
and white.
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Thai Pavilions at World Expos
September 20, 2003
Categories: Buildings, International Events

Thai pavilion at the 1964 New York World’s Fair
Here is a
website detailing the 1964 New York World’s Fair and thought you
would like to see the Thai Pavilion (text
– photo).

Thai pavilion at the Expo 67 – Montreal
World’s Fair
Same premise as the site mentioned above,
but this one shows Expo
67. It looks like the Thai
Pavilion follows the design of the 1964 pavilion and adds a reflecting
pool.
Hoodlock informs us that the pavilion is indeed the same
one from the 64 World’s Fair. …we all wonder what happened to the
building after the fair in Canada. Come visit us at NYWF64
or peacethroughunderstanding.com

Also have a look at the Burmese
pavilion and check out this cool monorail.

Thailand jails 15 Britons sold bogus visas
September 20, 2003
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Thailand
jails 15 Britons sold bogus visas
– Telegraph, September 20, 2003
…They were arrested as they tried to leave the
country when immigration authorities noticed counterfeit
stamps in their passports. Each had to raise £4,600
bail, their passports have been confiscated and they
cannot leave Thailand until their cases come to court…
Relatives of the tourists say they are innocent victims
of fraud, who paid £26 each for visa extensions
at outlets they believed were legitimate.

Who owns what
September 20, 2003
Who owns what
– September 20, 2003
Brooker Group has published the 5th edition of The Thai Business
Groups. It is 60,000 baht, but they do list the 150
top Thai families/business groups online. There is one free
sample online of the Sophanpanich
family. Brooker’s list
of the top 150 Thai families/business groups they cover in their
book.

A tale of two newspapers: Ratchadamnoen plans
September 20, 2003
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A tale
of two newspapers: Ratchadamnoen plans
– September 20, 2003
For once, the Bangkok Post trumps The Nation with
a critical story. The Nation quotes "city planners"
as saying "Community leaders have accepted a plan to transform
Rajdamnoen Avenue into a commercial and cultural street"
while the Post gets a different story from the leaders
themselves.
BTW: We have been asked
why we do not have more "Tale of two newspapers"
stories comparing English and Thai language papers like
we used to. The reason is that the English-language papers
are just not covering controversial business news anymore.
For instance, the Skytrain in bankruptcy court and political
vendettas behind Skytrain extension approvals are just not
being mentioned at all in the English-language press.
Rajdamnoen
to get Bt9-bn facelift – The Nation, September
20, 2003
Planners also want to reduce traffic flows in the area
to expand the footpath and create two rows of trees. The
area will be accessible by the new subway system. City planners
are hoping to transform Rajdamnoen Avenue into a world-class
walking street like the Champs Elysees in Paris.

Ratchadamnoen
plan raises concern – Bangkok
Post, September 20, 2003
Prasert Lerdthanapong, chairman of Praeng Puthorn community,
one of 21 communities affected by the plan, said the 13-billion-baht
project caused residents to feel insecure about housing…
"The National Economic and Social Development Board
(NESDB) and consultants keep telling us that the project
would create job opportunities and local people are welcome
to set up their businesses along the avenue once the work
is finished.
"But in reality we have to see how many local people
could afford the new rents which could go up to 10,000 baht
a month compared to the present monthly rate of 400-800
baht,” Mr Prasert said.
…Terdkiat Sakdicumduang, an adviser for the Thai City
Planners Society who conducted the study, said an underground
walkway under the Democracy Monument was also planned.

Hambali’s Inside Info
September 20, 2003
Categories: Terrorism
Hambali’s
inside info – New York Times,
September 20, 2003
The Nation today is quoting a New York Times story
on Hambali’s terrorism plans for Bangkok. Here’s a link to the
actual New
York Times article: Based on what was learned from
Mr. Isamuddin’s interrogation, a couple of airlines flying into
Bangkok’s airport last month altered their flight schedules
at the last minute, one senior official said.

Absolute power in 1973
September 21, 2003
Categories: History
Today 30 years ago – The Nation, September 21, 2003
The Nation newspaper’s front-page on September 21 reports widespread rumours circulating among Thai men in the north that young foreign women dressed in
hippie attire are offering their own brand of love in and around Chiang Mai – and it certainly isn’t free love… The paper went on to quote the "love rate" as ranging
between a hefty Bt200 and Bt500, depending on the length of the "love" before adding that the response among Chiang Mai men is "enthusiastic".
If you broke the law back in 1973, you risked having the prime minister on your case – personally judging and sentencing you, as four military conscription officers
discovered to their cost.
Page four of The Nation reports that Prime Minister Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn exercised his "absolute power" under Article 17 of the Revolutionary
Decree.
The decree allowed the prime minister to summarily convict and sentence any citizen. Thanom handed down jail terms to four officers in Ayutthaya.

Photos from the top of the Italthai Tower
September 21, 2003

Photos from the top of the Italthai Tower
– September 21, 2003
Nils Rennenberg sent in some photos taken from the top of Italthai
Tower on New Phetburi Road (approximately 160 m above ground).
Above is a view toward the east with the end of the RCA area,
Hopewell pillars, and New Petchburi Road. Below is the gigantic
subway depot at Huaykwang.

Below: Nils also sent in this ground-level
photo of abandoned
Hopewell pillars over Klongtan Station.

Thai mailboxes
September 22, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
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Thai mailboxes
– September 22, 2003
Small models of Thai mailboxes over the years. Left to
right: mailboxes from 1883, 1911, 1926, 1953, and 1973.

Zuellig building
September 23, 2003

Zuellig building
– September 23, 2003
The Zuellig building on Silom is being refurbished. The
unusual permanent shutters on all the windows are being
removed.
Notice the tiny Thai letters (below) spelling out "Zuellig"
just to the left of the "Z." To avoid high taxes,
English signs must have the Thai equivalent written somewhere,
but this is the smallest one we have seen. More about these
rules for signs is on this
page.
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Earthquake cracks walls of Bangkok high-rise
September 23, 2003
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Earthquake cracks walls of Bangkok high-rise – The
Nation, September 23, 2003
"They are all soft cracks and won’t affect the building’s
structural integrity," city and building inspectors said
after their quick examination of the premises yesterday morning.

Robot legs
September 24, 2003
Robot legs –
September 24, 2003
A young inventor (right) makes an adjustment to a set of
robot legs at Thailand Science-Tech 2003 which opens today
at Impact Convention Centre at Muang Thong Thani and runs
until October 5. The glowing Taiwanese "Frankenfish"
are supposed to be featured, but we did not spot them.

Bangkok police thwart plot on El Al
September 24, 2003
Categories: Security
Bangkok
police thwart plot on El Al – report
– Jerusalem Post, September 24, 2003
Thailand’s police thwarted an al-Qaida plot to attack Israeli
passengers inside Bangkok International Airport and also down
an El Al passenger plane taking off or landing from the same airport,
Channel 2 news reported Tuesday evening… According to the TV
report, the attack was meant to take place in the very near future,
and the man arrested is more than likely an al-Qaida operative.
Also Al-Qaeda
‘plotted El Al attack’ – NEWS.com.au, September 24,
2003

Reviewing Car Free Day
September 24, 2003
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Reviewing Car Free Day – The Nation, September 24, 2003
The upshot of Car Free Day is that air quality improved a little,
although the number of cars on Bangkok’s four main roads was about
the same as any other day, organisers said yesterday. However,
the number of people using the Skytrain rocketed by almost 70,000.
Also: Motorists
shun car-free days as traffic volumes stay constant – Bangkok
Post, September 24, 2003

Reforms would end out-of-court deals
September 24, 2003
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Reforms
would end out-of-court deals
– Bangkok Post, September 24, 2003
Violators of copyright laws will no longer be able to negotiate
out-of-court settlements if a draft amendment to the 1994 Copyright
Act goes through…
Copyright owners have been accused of having a preference for
reaching out-of-court settlements in order to obtain quick compensation
from violators.
" It seems like some copyright owners have exploited police
officers," Pol Gen Sant Sarutanont, the national police chief,
said recently.
The article forgets to mention the reason most IP cases in Thailand
are settled out of court is that the court gets to take 50% of
settlements!

Stories about Jantharubeksa Golf Course
September 24, 2003
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Stories about Jantharubeksa Golf Course
Airport golf course security – December 23, 2003
A reader reports: …a friend and I played golf on the airport course this morning. At the outer gate a military guard wearing an M-16 waved us through without so
much as an ID check. The sign at the golf course says "No Weapons."
Bangkok airport arms itself for APEC – channelnewsasia.com, October 5, 2003
We promised no more unsafe airport stories, but this one does have a good enumeration of the issues that have been raised: He said the frontline security system at
Don Muang is poor, with passengers allowed to breeze through immigration and into a cavernous duty-free hall without going through a metal detector. Easy
vehicular access right up to the front doors of passenger terminals was also a concern.
Other risks at the airport, one of Asia’s busiest, include an antiquated baggage security system that sends screened baggage back into the temporary possession of
passengers before they check in…
"We feel that the golf course is a huge security risk for this airport. We have been asking for a number of years that it be closed," said a spokesman for the Board of
Airline Representatives, which counts 65 carriers as members in Bangkok. "It is a shame the people of Thailand can not recognize the danger of having a golf
course between the two runways of a major international airport."
Thailand has debated closing the course for years, and has shut it down during October due to APEC, but Pricha said Thai Airways has been told the air force will
reopen the course after the summit.
No more dangerous airport stories? – October 1, 2003
Thanks to all those who are pointing out the "dangerous Bangkok airport" stories in the press. However, we are really interested in being the first to broach stories
not appearing in the local press. On June 4 we were the first to point out international concerns about the airport and the airport golf course in particular. Now that
these things appear in all the papers daily, there is probably no need to keep repeating them here…
No golfing at airport during Apec meet – The Nation, September 24, 2003
The Air Force’s Kantarat Golf Course at Bangkok International Airport will be out of bounds to players, even to officer members, for all of next month.
"This shutdown does not mean that we admit that the golf course poses a security risk to the airport," Air Vice Marshall Sumet Phomanee said yesterday, adding that
the move was also not a response to any specific threat…
The 47-year-old private golf course is reserved exclusively for members and their guests. It is separated from the runways by a five-meter-wide ditch and protected
by 24-hour checks.
We received many reports in the past that anyone can golf there for a 400 baht fee.
PM slams report on airport security – The Nation, September 12, 2003
Finally, local papers mention security concerns caused by the airport golf course. 2B first mentioned this on June 4, 2003 (Closing the "dangerous" Don Muang
airport golf course):
Thaksin said the analyst had no solid knowledge of the airport and had dreamed up his assessment from his imagination…
Despite the PM’s remarks, senior Thai security officials told The Nation that they agreed with Skilbeck’s assessment of security arrangements at the airport.
Speaking on condition of anonymity, they said the golf course near the runway and the parking lots underneath the international terminals were easily accessible
and included few security checkpoints.
Golf carts were forced to give way to incoming planes, they said, and golfers had to virtually cross the taxiway to complete their round of golf.
Experts warn of missile risk at Bangkok airport – The Nation, September 5, 2003
2Bangkok.com first reported this on June 4, 2003 (Closing the "dangerous" Don Muang airport golf course). And today The Nation has an article that interestingly
enough does not point out why the airport is considered a risk–the military’s golf course that snakes around the runways.
The Nation: Terrorism experts in Australia and the United States claim Bangkok has a "high-risk" airport and that there is a credible threat to passenger aircraft
from surface-to-air missiles…. "Particularly because of the amount of arms that are trafficked through Thailand, I would say Bangkok is probably the airport I
would have greatest concern about in Southeast Asia," Dr Williams was quoted saying.
Playing the Don Muang airport golf course – June 4, 2004
We received several emails about the Don Muang golf course. This account is typical: I’ve played the airport course. Three fellow farangs and I took a cab, drove in,
unloaded our big golf bags, paid our Bt400 each, and got down to business. No bag search, no military ID, no gate even that I recall (it was at least a year ago). The
only security was a wooden sign bearing the words "No Photography." We took a picture of it. We also smacked a couple balls down the tarmac just to see how far
they would roll. I remember my friend watching an approaching 747 and saying "That would be the daily Swiss Air from Geneva." I pulled my 5-iron out and mockaimed it at the landing plane. This was the summer before September 11. Yeah, you could say the security was "not good."
Closing the "dangerous" Don Muang airport golf course – June 4, 2003
At a U.S. State Department briefing for expats in Bangkok in February 2003, the subject of Don Muang Airport’s "dangerous golf course" was discussed. The golf
course that snakes around the runways is thought to be one of the worst security risks in Asian airports since it offers an opportunity for terrorists to possibly hit
planes head on with rocket propelled grenades.
Thaksin pushes for Asean visa – Bru Direct, September 13, 2003
The multi-country Southeast Asian visa has been brought up again: Many member countries in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) have expressed
interest in Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s idea of banding together to issue joint visas, a Foreign Ministry spokesman revealed Thursday… However, it would
be less wide-ranging than the (EU)European Union’s Schengen visa, as while travellers would not have to request separate visas, they would still be required to go
through immigration controls as they moved between the participating countries.
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River gives terrorist access to Thailand
– AP, September 25, 2003
Despite PM Thaksin’s hopes that the press would quiet down
over terror threats in Thailand, this story is being carries
in dozens of major papers around the world today: The
porous border along the Golok River shows why Thailand is
a terrorist hideout, where fake documents and passports
are big business and people don’t question strangers.
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(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
No Ploenchit
Fair this year – September 26,
2003
Don Entz reports: Ploenchit Fair’s been canceled this
year! It is not only terrorist worries, but also the lady
who has regularly been its organizer is not here this year
and the Thai government charged totally outrageous fees
for electricity and other items at their new location these
past couple of years…It has been an annual event since
when? The 1950’s, I think.
Update: The British Chamber of Commerce says
it has not been canceled, but they are not having it this
year and it will be postponed until next November. (!)
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Still no security for
user info at the Bangkok Post website –
October 4, 2003
What do these people have in common?
Alexander Manson, Anotai Adulbhan, Jim Bevan-Jones, Anyarad Asawarungchai,
Sukontip Hongthong, Krisda Phatcharoen, Sumontha Hongthong, Chuchart
Wattasirichai, David Greer, Hideo Arai, Tim Swift, Komsan Jandamit,
Peder Jorgensen, Gerhard Kocmann, Kevin Tung, Haruka Makara, Maricar
Rano, Mely Anthony, Mukhom Wongthes, Naranart Phuangkanok, Nimit
Wongjariyakul, Pramote Phasayadet, Steve Vincent, Duan Somsak,
Surapon Vatanavigkit, Piyalak Pitayapibulphong, and Wiramon Masukh
They all signed up at the new Bangkok Post archive search
and the Post has left all their personal details exposed
on the web (addresses and email addresses).
We first reported on this lack of basic security last week (Bangkok
Post moving to pay-per-article – September 27, 2003).
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Asia looks to Hong Kong for railway inspiration
– Lateline News, September 27, 2003
Hong Kong’s Mass Transit Railway Corp (MTR) funds new line
extensions and stations by buying 50-year leases on land around
its network from the government and tenders it at a profit to
developers to build shopping centres, offices and flats. Property
investors, including Hong Kong’s Sun Hung Kai Properties, the
Singapore Government Investment Corp and Bank of China, either
pay the MTR up front, share profits or share ownership of buildings.

Bangkok Post moving to pay-per-article
September 27, 2003
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Bangkok Post moving
to pay-per-article – September 27, 2003
We were the first to report last month that Post Books was ceasing
operation at the end of October. We have now learned that Bangkok
Post is porting its online database of past articles into
a pay-per-view system.
The front end of this system is already visible on their new
search page, but past articles are still free at this point.
This new system requires online signup. As usual, do not trust
your personal data to websites in Thailand. Despite their prominent
privacy notice, the Post left names, addresses, phone numbers,
and email addresses of those who signed up clearly visible on
the internet. For instance, the first three people to sign up
were: Hing Wan/David Kwok and Kansak
Wattasirichai from Bangkok, and Naranart
Phuangkanok from Tokyo (we have held
back their other personal details).
UPDATE: The new search page has already been removed and
replaced with the old one.
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The Nation advises
foreigners to obtain visas illegally
– September 27, 2003
Today ThaiVisa has a good
comment on an article from The Nation that advised
foreigners to use an illegal method to obtain visas. From
The Nation article: Courier it and your passport,
along with a bank-issued cheque, have a beer, and in a week or
so, back comes your passport and a shiny new one-year, multiple-entry
visa . . . hooray!

Skytrain moth
September 27, 2003
Skytrain moth
– September 27, 2003
A yellow moth takes refuge on the Skytrain platform during
a rainstorm last night.
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September 29, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Chaos
theory explains why two buses show up at once
– Nature, September 29, 2003

Master Plan News September 2003
September 30, 2003
Categories: Master Plans
This section contains news of the Master Plan, overall Bangkok development, the Bangkok Governor’s development plans, and articles about interconnecting mass
transit projects.
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Pakkret ordinance depot moves to make way for new parliament – and reinvigorates Bangkok Land – translated and summarized from Siam Turakij, September 28October 4, 2003
The Ministry of Defense has decided to move the Pakkaret Ordinance to Khao Phra Ngam, Lopburi (Military Town) to make a way for the new parliament. Premier
Thaksin agrees with the Minster of Defense since it is the cheapest deal and very close to the river and has good transportation routes. The move to Lopburi will be
completed in November 2004.
The proposed area
This 265-rai of Ordinance area is between Tiwanon Road and Chao Phraya river and very close to the expressway and other routes … thus the transportation is not a
problem. It is in a Bangkok suburb (technically in Pakkret district of Nonthaburi which both Nonthaburi and Pakkret have the status as "City").
However, the government and Ministry of Defense need to purchase another 150-rai of orchards on Chao Phraya to make a place for the buildings along Chao
Phraya and render the area a rectangular shape.
There are already 21 office buildings, 1 maintenance building, 1 general building, 54 ordinance buildings, and 33 barracks.
Speculators are moving to the Pakkaret area, close to the Ordinance to purchase land as well as construct the Krungtrhai Hospital and Country Place Bar Beer .
Most villages around the Ordinance are the old projects. There are a few new ones like Chotchuang Chatchawan Village, and Flowery Home Village.
Not final yet
However, the final decision is not settled yet. The criteria to select land for a new parliament are:
1) not private land – should be mostly public land
2) the least expense on construction
3) the new parliament will look very graceful with aestetic surrounding
4) very good transportation routes
For the case of the Ordinance area, the pros and cons are:
Pros:
1) The area is in a flood protection area
2) Expressway is already there … but needs to expand Bangkok-Pathumthani Road as well as Nonthaburi Bridge as well as the new extension of the subway to the
area
3) Still within the service area of Metropolitan Waterworks Authority and Metropolitan Electricity Authority
4) Still within the area for water treatment and garbage collection of Pakkret City
5) Close to the High Power Lines
6) Within the telephone area of Nonthaburi and still has adequate vacant numbers for the new parliament
Cons:
1) Within the City Area – with high buildings to obstruct the view of the Parliament
2) Air pollution from exhaust and dust
3) Needs very long pillars to construct due to soft clay area
4) High rate of land subsidence and bad drainage
5) Military Area requires major demolition as well as high compensation
6) Those who work and live around the area have to be moved away due to the land restriction
7) Factories around the parliament area (such as those in Bang Kradee Industrial Estate, the brewery, Pepsi factory, etc.) have to be moved away and the government
needs to allocate new industrial estates to handle these factories.
8) If there is a demonstration, it will generate serious friction between those who live around the parliament area and the protesters.
New Roads
The road from Phetkasem – Sai Noy Rattnathibet (via Rama 5 Bridge) and Bangkruay – Sai Noy – Kanchanaphisek (via Rama 5 Bridge) is done.
Borommaratchachonnanee – Phetkasem will be opened on September 30 and the two linking road will be opened in 2004.
New Bridge
The new Chaophraya Bridge at Pakkret has just received budget approval – to be done in 2006. The first section will be an overpass bridge across the Chao Phraya
and the North-South road linking Rama 5 Bridge with Highway 345. The East-West section (including the overpass bridge) will connect Kanchanaphisek road with
Chaeng Watthana. The North-South and East-west road will be 6-land highways to unclog the traffic at Phra Nangklao Bridge.
Developers happy
Real estate developers such as Sansiri PCL , Mankhong Khehakarn PCL , and Buathong Property Co.Ltd said it is a good ideal to have the parliament in Pakkret so
that it will boost land prices and other infrastructure will follow. Thus it will render their projects money-makers and they can close their deals successfully.
Commentary by Wisarut: If the government decides to move the national assembly to Pakkret, MRTA and BMCL should come up with the Purple line (Tao Poon
– Muangthong Thani – Pakkret) to Pakkret via Muangthong Thani the terminal should be at Pakkret intersection to pick up those who watch movie at Major
Hollywood … at least, this line will please those who live in Pakkret City ….
Poison pen from SRT – translated and summarized from MRTA news from Manager Daily
I found a poison pen post from a SRT worker whose name is "Dr. Somchai Student of SRT" -> probably a Democrat and SRT supporter:
MRTA must use very cunning and dirty tricks to fool Deputy Minister Somsak and Minister Suriya to shorten SRT lines to end up at Bangsue Junction instead of
going all the way to Hua Lamphong as a way to boost the number of passengers for the MRTA subway which we (SRT workers) consider as "a system at risk for
arson, flooding, tunnel collapse" with a VERY high price tag …
Furthermore, MRTA has fooled the people to ride Skytrain rolling stock supplied by Siemens since Siemens cannot assemble the Subway rolling stocks on time.
Even more, the good old Makkasan Depot has to be gone to make a way for the Airport Link to get money from foreign investors so as to destroy the Itaen
(Democrat Party) – using the depot and maintenance center in the same form as the MRTA depot and maintenance center – but this time MOTC has invited
Bombadier to handle the depot -> since Bombadier has invited and paid MOTC ministers, Ai Jitsanti, and MRTA officers to see their offices.
SRT workers must be very stupid since Mr. Thanasophon is a VERY BAD MAN. Mr. Jitsanti is an OUTSIDER, and not the one of US… Mr. Jitsanit has accused his
subordinates who cause delays on laundry matters which Sin Chai Hua will be a replacement soon .
Furthermore, he has secretly sold the SRT land in Phuket which is reserved for the future railway from Kirirat Nikhom to Phuket. The land for Easter Railway
(Yommaraj – Chachoengsao) which is supposed to be 20 wah per side has been reduced to 20 meter per side.
Also, those who get involved in the scandals such as the 1.7 million Baht/station restrooms and expensive railway sleepers have not been punished at all…
Commentary by Wisarut: Anything about SRT is scandalous as usual. The rolling stock I have seen are brand new–not the Skytrain rolling stock as Dr. Somchai
has alleged. There are several other lies this guy has written. It is a shame that SRT has is filled with dinosaurs like Dr. Somchai who refuse electric trains for the
Airport Link and still cling to old diesel engines.
Ratchadamnoen Avenue project & mass transit – from translated and summarized from Manager Daily – September 20, 2003
The project coordinator said that Ratchadamnoen Buildings (built around 1937-39) have become dilapidated after the opening of Pinklao Bridge in 1973 due to
smoke and pollution. There should be a new park and ride at Khao San Road. Sidewalk Cafes with shade trees along Ratchadamnoen Avenue should be revived to

ensure the climate of Champs Elysees as well. After all, Ratchadamnoen Avenue should be for royal ceremonies, state ceremonies and ceremonies for the people.
Commentary by Wisarut: Notice that the project is going to use the route of the defunct Hopewell (the underground section) to extend mass transit to Sanam
Luang (the foot of Pinklao Bridge – Bangkok Side). This western extension will go along Rama I Road from National Stadium to Yotse. After that, the line will turn
right and become an underground route along Phadung Krungkasem canal to Saphan Khao via Bo Beh Garment Market.
After that, it will go along Lan Luang Road to Phan Fah Bridge and then go along Ratchadamnoen Avenue to the Supreme Court before ending up at National
Theater near the foot of Pinklao Bridge.
Note that LAN Luang station is at the intersection between Lan Laung Road and Chakkraphadiphongse road–very close to Klong Thom (the market for spare parts
and second hand electrical products).
I would like to ask the project coordinator to allow the BTSC extension to go across Chao Phraya to Bangkok Noy Railway Station and then go up to Arun Amarin
Intersection before going along Pinklao Road to intersect with the MRTA Northern Ring at Pinklao Intersection. After that, it is up to BMTA, Project Coordinators
and Traffic Policy to extend the route to Talingchan or just terminate the route at Pinklao Road.
The Grand Palace Station Southern Extension of MRTA Blue line is not exactly at the Grand Palace though. It is more likely in front of Grand Palace Metropolitan
Police station according to the map. This one is also very close to Pakklong Talad Flea Market as well as Ban Moh (Bangkok version of Akihabara).
Going to the Grand Palace and Wat Poh requires passengers to walk northward. Therefore, the proposed BMA Rattanakosin Ring Tramway along the Old City moat
must be included in the plan to function as a feeder to the Southern Extension of the Blue line and BTSC Skytrain (which has to become a subway).
Too bad the proposed BMA ring tramway is not long enough to reach Orange line.
Furthermore, the Bang Khunphrom station of MRTA Orange line is pretty far from BangLamphoo and the coordinators seem to ask MRTA not to construct Bang
Lamphoo station. If possible, Bang Lampho station should be revived–allowing the the proposed Bangkok Ring Tramway to reach Bang Lamphoo and become a
feeder of all three major lines.
Even though the Crown Property Bureau said people who live in 3 Phraeng (Phrang Phoothorn, Phrang Sanphasart, Phraeng Nara) can stay in their homes, the rent
hike from 800 to 10,000 baht a month have discouraged them from staying. No wonder that 25 communities in Rattanakosin Island asks the Ratchadamnoen
coordinators to review and revive the plan.
Critiquing the Salang Plan – September 10, 2003
Wisarut reports: I have information on the Mass Transit System plan proposed by Pol. Gen. Salang Bunnag from Manager Daily which consists mainly of railways
as well as an LRT along the expressways. A map of the plan is here (119kb).
However, I would like to comment about Gen Salang Plan:
1) For the LRT along expressways, MRTA would have to allow Ch. Karnchang and the Expressway Authority to become shareholders. Otherwise, MRTA would not
be allowed to run LRT service along expressways.
2) MRTA would have to ensure that the system will be physical interchangeble–no need to leave a station to make an interchange. The uncomfortable interchanges
between the Skytrain and Subway should remind them of this fact.
3) For the case of SRT railway, the system must be electrified. DMU commuter units as well as diesel locomotives which SRT possesses are very unsuitable for
going into tunnels (such as the section through Rattankosin Island).
4) Even though the routes proposed by Gen. Salang are pretty good, General Salang has forgets to take some facts into account: mass transit systems should be at
very important places with very high density.
General Salang did not include the following routes into his plan:
1) MRTA Orange lines to pick up passengers in the Ram Khamhaeng area
2) BTSC Samrong extension to pick up the passengers in Samut Prakarn area
3) MRTA Southern extension through Rattanakosin Island.
4) Yellow lines along Lad Phrao – Sri Nakharin Road
If General Salang has known that BTSC and MRTA are very determined to push the extensions forward, he would have revised his plan by erasing some of his
proposed lines.
5) Park and rides with facilities to pick up passengers for all railway stations along commuter lines are a must.
6) Gen. Salang forgets that Bangkokians are already fed up with BMTA bus services (even the Euro 2 type – the best BMTA can offer). Therefore, the plan to use
BMTA buses to run in the downtown and inner cities parts will NEVER work.
7) The Mae Nam line is at best a feeder to the Air Port Express. At worse, it is a waste of money since the Blue Line passes the gate of the Queen Sirikit National
Convention center. Comfortable interchanges with Ploenchit Station and Klong Toei station are a must. Land expropriation along Expressway and Maenam Railway
is a must since the space is very tight.
8) The line along Paknam Railway Road is a big waste of money since it has become a truck route with no important places–unless there may be land speculators
along the route.
9) Going across Chao Phraya parallel to Rama IX Bridge is very risky… It would need an underwater tunnel or very steep bridge like Rama III Bridge.
10) It would be much better if someone had sent a photocopy of the OCMLT plan for the Orange line to Gen Salang so that he will take the data from OCMLT into
account before submitting his plan. A map of the plan is here (119kb).
Projects approved – translated and summarized Manager Daily, September 11, 2003
Premier Thaksin and the cabinet has approved the following mass transit systems:
1) Southern extensions of Subway -> Hua Lamphong – Tha phra – Bangkhae (13.8 km) -> has already passed the preliminary design and environmental assessment
-> ready to call a bid for contractor -> should be implemented immediately with the condition attached to cut construction cost from 4 billion baht/km by not hiring a
consultant -> let the contractors design and plan the construction costs – in comparison with the first 20 km of the subway, this will cut costs by 30%
2) Northern Ring -> Bangsue – Tao Poon – Wongsawang – Rama VI – Bang Oh – Krung Thon – Bang Plad – Charansanitwongse – Pin Klao – Sam Yaek Fai Chai –
Tha Phra -> need to start the preliminary design immediately
3) Orange Line -> MRTA Depot – Victory Monument – Thewet – Bang Lamphoo – Phan Fah – Wang Boorapha – Memorial Bridge – Wongwian Yai – Suk Sawat ->
make preliminary design immediately
4) Red line Commuter
4.1) Airport Link (Phyathai – Makkasan – NBIA)
4.2) Northern Commuter (Bangsue – Rangsit)
5) BTSC -> Taksin Extension allowed but the 2nd phase of Taksin extension is halted until BMA and BTSC have settled debt questions with creditors
For Expressways -> Ram Indra – Lam Lookka – Kanchanaphisek Road, and the controversial CD Road (Yommarat – Rajdamri) are to be resumed -> and Trok Chan
– Rat Boorana is revived to relieve congestion on Rama IX Bridge.
Commentary by Wisarut: For the commuter, a depot at Bangsue and Makkasan is needed! Also, the Orange Line should be extended to Bangkapi to relive
congestion at Ram Khamhaeng, Hua Mark and Lam Salee. Feeder buses around Lad Phrao and Bang Kapi will not work.
SRT dusting off double track projects – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, Monday – September 8, 2003
SRT has responded after Premier Thaksin has made a clear statement to invest more on rail systems (both double tracking and High Speed Rail) by coming up with
double track projects in interprovincial routes which have been frozen for a long time due to high construction cost.
Minister Suriya agrees that it is necessary to make a huge investment on such a project so as to cut energy consumption to 100 billion baht from the current 300
billion baht. Transportation gobbles 37% of annual energy consumption. The final plan will come up next month.
The SRT Governor said that double tracking will allow inbound/outbound railways to run without having to make a long stop to yield the track for
outbound/inbound trains, thus speeding up the schedule, saving energy bills by running with more efficiency, increasing frequency to increase passengers and cargo,
and thus boosting revenue to pay off SRT debts.
So far, double tracks have been limited to 234 km of double tracks in Bangkok and vicinity for commuters in addition to the old 90-km double track from Hua
Lamphong – Ban Phachee (built in 1936). The double-tracked sections are:
1) Rangsit – Ban Phachee – 61 km (triple track)
2) Ban Phachee – Lopburi – 43 km
3) Hua Mark – Chachoengsao – 45 km
4) Ban Phachee – Kaengkhoi – Mab Krabao – 44 km
5) Bangsue – Nakhon Pathom – 41 km

SRT is getting a big boost from other agencies to come up with double tracking. There will be 4 routes to get double tracks with a distance of 756 km and a total
price tag of 85.88 billion baht:
1) Lopburi – Nakhon Sawan – 113 km, 10.2 billion baht, to be done in 4 years. The double tracking from Lopburi to Nakhon Sawan will shorten the running time of
Bangkok (Hua Lamphong) to Nakhon Sawan (Paknam Pho) trains from 5 hours to 3 hours 30 minutes.
2) Denchai – Chiang Mai – 180 km, 30 billion baht – to be completed in 5 years since it is necessary to dig a new Khun Tan tunnel parallel to Khun Tan Tunnel and
lay new track through mountain ranges. This route will shorten the running period for the route from Chiangmai to Denchai (the future junction) from 4-5 hours to 2
hours.
Note: Khun Tan tunnel (the longest railway tunnel in Thailand – with the highest railway station in Thailand at Khun Tan) was initially dug by German engineers
and Chinese workers, but the rail link to Chiang Mai was finished in 1921 by Army Engineers led by Prince Purajat Jaiyakorn after German engineers became
POWs after 1917.
3) Prachuab – Surat Thani – 333 km, 28.36 billion baht, to be completed in 4 years. This route will help speed up the Southern railway from Bangkok (Bangsue) to
Had Yai via Prachuab Khirikhan and Surat Thani by 4 hours and 30 minutes from 18 hours to 13.5 hours, increasing the frequency of the Southern railway by 10
trips a day from the current 30 trips a day to 40 trips a day, increasing the passengers to Hua Hin (the Siamese Riviera) and Samui (dropping down at Phunphin to
pick up a bus to Samui) via railways by 10,000 passengers a day, cutting down fuel bills by 300,000 baht a day due to higher efficiency of fuel consumption,
carrying more cargo from the current 1.6 metric tons, more passengers from current 4.5 million passengers and more revenue from current 1.14 billion baht.
4) Mab Krabao – Nakhon Ratchasima – 130 kmm 17.08 billion baht, to be completed in 4 years.
SRT will propose these 4 double track projects to MOTC and then MOTC will set up task forces and hire a consultant to handle these double track projects. SRT
insists that the construction cost per km for this double track project will be lower than the commuter lines.
For the case of the high speed railway from Bangkok (Bangsue) to Nakhon Ratchasima, SRT found that the best route is Bangkok (Bangsue) – Bang Nam Priaw
(Chachoengsao) – Nakhon Nayok – Khorat with a total distance of 250 km. This route has to pass through Khao Yai National Park to shorten the route. SRT is going
to hire a consultant to make an assessment on the construction cost. The old Route from Makkasan – Chachoengsao – Saraburi – Kheng Khoi – Khorat is too long.
Initially, the government refused to approve a 2004 budget to hire a consultant to handle the High Speed Railway. However, SRT will ask for 18 million baht to hire
consultants to study the feasibility after the government has made a clear signal to start the project– in the 2005 budget. The studies will cover the routes, distances,
land expropriation, construction cost, construction period, and the type of High Speed Rail system -> such as
1) 160 km/hr (DESIRO) – Reaching Khorat in 1 1/2 – 2 hours
2) 250 km/hr (Mini Shinkansen – export version of Shinkansen, ICE-3) – reaching Khorat in 1 hour and 10 minute
3) 300 km/hr (TGV or Advanced Shinkansen , ICE-5) – Reaching Khorat in less than 1 hour.
The route that goes through Khao Yai National Park requires new technology to dug the tunnels with a need to invest 0.5 billion baht/km, thus the government needs
to invest about 125 billion baht to ensure that the high speed railway system will become a reality.
Even though the financial benefits from double tracking and High Speed Railway is low (may not be worthy for investment), the economic benefit and energy
savings is high enough to make serious considerations.
Furthermore, SRT has to invest on track rehabilitation in phases 4-5-6 to increase the speed
Phase 4: Thung Soing Ba Ton Don (Phatthalung) and Phitsanulok – Ban Dan (Uttaradit) – 227 km, 6 billion baht, to be completed in 5 years.
Phase 5: Khaeng Khoi – Lam Narai – Chaturat – Bua Yai Junction (228 km) and Bua Yai Junction (80 km) – Thanon Jira Junction -> total 308 km, 8.902 billion baht
to be completed in 5 years.
Phase 6: Bua Yai Junction – Nongkhai -> 278 km, 8.432 billion baht to be completed in 5 years.
Total Rehabilitation – 813 km, with budget of 23.335 Billion baht
Commentary by Wisarut: Expect the confrontation with environmental activists if SRT cannot ensure that the high speed trail tracks through Khao Yai National
Park will not harm the environment.
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Right: King Chulalongkorn greets former president Ulysses S. Grant during his visit to Siam in 1879
April, 1879
Ex-President Ulysses S. Grant and a large group visits Siam on a round-the-world trip. Grant meets 25-year-old
King Chulalongkorn.

(Source: Unknown – contemporary
illustration?)

(Source: Newsreel footage)
Stills from a newsreel about LBJ’s 1966 trip to Thailand.
Left: LBJ arrives in front of the Ananta Samakorn Throne Hall.
(Source: Newsreel footage)
October 27-30, 1966
LBJ visits Bangkok. LBJ’s trip also included a stop in South Vietnam and a conference in Manila to rally regional governments to support the US effort in Vietnam.
December 23, 1967
LBJ visits US troops stationed in Korat.

1967
Former First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy tours Bangkok

(Source: Unknown – snapshot)

(Source: Unknown – snapshot)

(Photo: UPI)

July 28-30, 1969
President Richard Nixon visits Bangkok. US Embassy website: Only a few hours earlier in Guam, he had announced a policy of limited
involvement that came to be known as the Nixon Doctrine. Under this policy, the United States would send military and economic
assistance in future Asian wars, but would expect the nation involved to supply the manpower.
(Photo: UPI)
October 14, 1971
California Governor Ronald Reagan (the future president) visits Bangkok as a representative of President Nixon.
November, 1979
First Lady Rosalynn Carter visits Thailand.
November, 1983
President Reagan cancels a planned trip to Bangkok due to important bills that Congress will vote on during the time he was to be gone.
May, 1986
First Lady Nancy Reagan visits Bangkok to receive an award for her anti-drug efforts.
May, 1989
Vice President Quayle visits Thailand.
January, 1994
Former President George HW Bush visits Thailand as guest of the CP Group.
November 25-26, 1996
President and Mrs. Clinton visit for a 24-hour whirlwind visit to Bangkok. This was the first Presidential visit in 27 years. Screaming Chulalongkorn University
students mob him like a rock star. The Thai papers solemnly ponder why young people are not this excited about their own politicians. The Clintons do not stay in
town, but sleep on Air Force One.
October 18-21, 2003
President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush attend the APEC summit.
August 6-7, 2008
President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush visit Bangkok on the 175th anniversary of bilateral ties between Thailand and the U.S.

(Photo: International Newsreel)
Above: February 12, 1925 – General Mitchell receives gift from Siam – Washington – Above is pictured the rare trophy presented to General William Mitchell,
Assistant Chief of the Air Service, by the government of Siam as a token of esteem. The trophy is the head of the largest tiger killed in Siam last year when General
and Mrs. Mitchell were visiting Siam. The tiger head was brought to the United States by Capt. Luang Rhangsrit and Capt. Sieng Susilworn of the Siamese Aviation
Corps who are here to take up aviation in the U.S. government school.

Phi Phi 2003
October 1, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Low tide at Loh Ba Kao Bay–quite a few beaches in
this national park are labeled as ‘private property.’

2BANGKOK.COM PHOTOS
FROM PHI PHI ISLAND
October, 2003
You’ve seen the tourist photos on all the other
websites, now visit Phi Phi Island the 2Bangkok.com way…

Alleged 100-million-baht hotel expansion on the
south side of Loh Ba Kao Bay (home of the stunning Phi
Phi Island Village Resort). There are already new bungalows
that have been built under the trees all over the hill. Hotel
authorities had no comment when asked about this.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Phi Phi Coral Resort at Laem Thong has been gutted
for renovation. Like most hotels in Thailand, it has will have
"& Spa" as part of its name when it reopens late
in 2004.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Holiday
Inn, probably the most expensive resort on the island, is
developing 400 meters of beach south of the present hotel. To
keep people from seeing this, they have blocked off a public
trail along the shore. This was the only shot we could get of
the many luxury bungalows before guards chased us off the construction
site.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The spectacular ‘startle face’ of an Oleander Hawkmoth
(Daphnis nerii) at Loh Ba Kao Bay

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Employees’ pool hall at the rear of the Phi
Phi Island Village Resort

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Loh Lana Bay during an afternoon rainstorm–The beachfront
is deserted except for a half-finished and apparently derelict ‘beach
club’ development.

The eastern part of the peninsula
between Ton Sai Bay and Loh Dalam Bay is a slum. We would
assume
this area would be the location of long-planned trash-incinerator
to solve the waste disposal problem on the island.
There are some signs of attempts to spruce up in the area. These
include a new paved path with a sign in Thai proudly stating
the path cost 600,000 baht to build.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
At the north end of the slum, trash
is burned–apparently around the clock.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
There is a proud display of the marijuana leaf
around the island these days. The east side of the Ton Sai area
has a large party scene with plenty of marijuana-smoking accessories
openly sold. Quarter, half, and full moon parties are advertised
everywhere and bars are open until 3am.
Some areas of the peninsula between Ton Sai Bay
and Loh Dalam Bay have almost wall to wall development with
many new guesthouses being built.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Despite all of the above, there is no denying
that Phi Phi Island is still one of the most striking natural
places on earth…

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Ringwraith-like rocks along the treacherous
east side of Loh Dalam Bay.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Dusk at Loh Ba Kao Bay at high tide

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Loh Dalam Bay

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Looking back towards the mainland
Phi
Phi and Krabi Hotels

Thailand’s south under extremist pressure
October 1, 2003
Categories: The Thai Deep South
Thailand’s south under extremist pressure
– December 2, 2003
Assessment of the security situation in the south from the American
Foreign Policy Council (dated October 1 ,2003): The Thai
government is under increasing pressure to deal with Muslim extremists,
especially members of the al Qaeda-related Jemaah Islamiah (JI)
network, who use southern Thailand as a safe haven, reports Anthony
Davis in Jane’s Intelligence Review. However, the Thai government
fears a popular backlash in the Muslim-dominated area, which is
closer to the Malaysian border than Bangkok, and where government
control is weak and criminality is historically rampant.
Thai authorities gained international acclaim for their August
2003 arrest of JI terror mastermind Hambali. The arrest was made
in the non-Muslim town of Ayutthya, north of Bangkok. Thailand’s
Muslim population, who are predominantly ethnic Malays, are concentrated
in the south, comprising 10 percent of Thailand’s 61 million population.
Many Muslims see their community as a target of discrimination
by Thailand’s majority Buddhist population , and fear that they will become a target of convenience
in the U.S.-led war on terrorism. A growing number of Thai Muslims
have adopted the strictly orthodox Salafi teaching and Wahhabi
doctrines imported from the Middle East.

A conflict of interest? Well, “mai pen rai”
October 2, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
A conflict of interest? Well, ‘mai pen rai’! –
The Nation, October 2, 2003
If you were wondering why fighting corruption in Thailand has
been such an uphill task, wonder no more. A good number of Thais
don’t even consider "conflict of interest" as a serious
offence in this country. A little-known seminar held recently
by the Civil Service Commission produced a highly significant
research paper, which concluded that there was a very low level
of interest among Thais on this issue "because it is seen
as a Western value".

Thanom: Twilight of the Dictator
October 3, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Twilight of the Dictator – The Nation, October
3, 2003
Today, younger members of the Kittikachorn family strive for
what they say is justice for their grandfather. They have grown
up learning a different version of the October 14 history in which
their grandfather was innocent and did not order the shooting
and violent crackdown on demonstrators.
The family’s version is that Thanom, then prime minister and supreme
commander of the armed forces, didn’t order the suppression but
gave orders "not to suppress" the protesters on that
day…
"The field marshal isn’t the kind of person who can easily
destroy other people’s life. He is a religious man," adds
Suvit. "My father’s government was not that of a dictator,"
Songsuda continues. "Apart from the fact that he was from
the military and was not elected, he did not rule like a dictator.
And at home, he never acts like a dictator. He never forces us
to do anything."

CIA, Thai agencies unite against terrorism
October 3, 2003
Categories: Security, Thai Secret Prison
CIA, Thai agencies unite against terrorism –
Financial Review, October 3, 2003
The Thai government, which has often asserted that Thailand
is free of terrorists, has never publicly acknowledged the existence
of the CTIC…
Senior Thai security officials said the impetus to establish the
CTIC came in early 2001, after they received reports from their
US counterparts that suspected terrorists with links to al-Qaeda
were using Thailand as a transit and meeting place…
Maintaining Thailand’s neutral image was part of a deliberate
effort to lure terrorism plotters to Thai soil, said regional
security officials familiar with the situation.
If Thailand could preserve the perception among suspected terrorists
that the country was a safe place to meet and relax, then the
CTIC and CIA could monitor their movements without raising suspicion.

October 6 website
October 3, 2003
Categories: October, 1976
October 6 website –
October 3, 2003
In case you missed it, Bangkok Post pointed out this website–www.2519.net–in
an article yesterday (‘New website gives gruesome details of October
6 bloodbath,’ Bangkok Post, October 2, 2003).

Thaksin grooming himself for south-east Asia leadership
October 5, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Shinawatra grooming himself for south-east Asia leadership: observers
– Correspondents Report, October 5, 2003
PETER LLOYD: …Unflattering comparisons have been made to
Italy’s Silvio Berlusconi and his controlling ways and Dr
Mahathir authoritarian style, but Mr Thaksin insists he’s
neither.
THAKSIN SHINAWATRA: I have the Parliament, the check and balance
system, don’t worry I can be dictator, I cannot. The system
cannot allow, even if you want to, you cannot. (laughter from
audience) But this does not mean that I want to. (laughter from
audience)
PETER LLOYD: However, there is one aspect of the Mahathir way
that Thaksin espouses, the placing of economic development ahead
of freewheeling political liberties.
THAKSIN SHINAWATRA: I’m aggressive, that’s my style. We don’t
have economy of scale, so we need economy of speed.

October’s ‘forgotten’ victims remembered
October 6, 2003
Categories: October, 1976
October’s ‘forgotten’ victims remembered – The
Nation, October 6, 2003
Today (October 6, 2003) marks the 27th anniversary of
the October 6, 1976 massacre of 46 students and the arrest of
more than 3,000 others at Thammasat University, an event that
has not been properly recognised and whose lessons have not been
fully learned, according to many who were involved in it, as well
as students of the history of the era…
With many participants unwilling to talk or write fully and openly
for fear of repercussions, two contradictory versions of the incident
persist.
The pro-democracy movement remembers October 6 as a tragic day
when unarmed students protesting at the return of former dictator
Thanom Kittikachorn, who had been ousted three years earlier,
were brutally massacred by right-wing mobs armed with war weapons
including grenades, machine-guns and handheld anti-tank rockets
as a pretext for the military to stage a coup d’etat to overthrow|the
government of MR Seni Pramoj.
The version propagated by the right-wing government that took
power had it that the students had been armed communists, including
some Vietnamese infiltrators, whose aim had been to overthrow
the monarchy. This allegedly prompted angry mobs – not police
– to kill students.
"It is regrettable that despite the efforts of police to
save them, four students were lynched. Some police brutality has
been alleged, but in reality most of the police. . . restrained
themselves," reads the official "Facts of the Incident
on 6 October, 1976", published in English by the National
Administrative Reform Council in October 1976, immediately after
the incident.

The hate Tata club
October 11, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
The hate Tata club – The Nation, October
11, 2003
Interesting article about why Thais hate Tata Young…
Yet the depressing part about the Tata controversy is that
she finally broke down and apologised for announcing her relationship
with Paradorn… Tata said "this man is mine" and she
got chopped to pieces, by a society that cheers when a soap heroine
is raped by the hero to underline his "love" for her.

Fireballs in the foreign press
October 11, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Fireballs in the foreign press
– October 11, 2003
Thanks to Rapee for finding these fireball articles in the foreign
press: Aljazeera
network & Australian
ABC news

The news from 30 years ago
October 11, 2003
Categories: October, 1973
The news from 30 years ago – The Nation, October 11, 2003
Thousands of students from other education institutions were daring and simply quit classes to join the protesters. The colleges included Prasarnmitr College of
Education, Baan Somdej Teachers Training College, Thon Buri Teachers Training College, Phra Chom Klao College of Technology and Ramkhamhaeng
University….
A Daily News columnist pen-named Nui Bangkokthian suggested that Thais might conclude after the regime had taken this action that: “Students are still young and
it’s better that they not meddle in politics. They should let adults handle it while they concentrate on their studies so they will have secure jobs afterward. And that
should be it.”

October 14 anniversary
October 12, 2003
Categories: October, 1973

October 14 anniversary
– October 12, 2003
People are gathering at Sanam Luang to commemorate
the 30th anniversary of the
October 14, 1973 student uprising that toppled the
dictatorship. Apparently the authorities are “offering
no resistance” despite an earlier ban on using
Sanam Luang for the event.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Below: More sights from the October
14 commemoration.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
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New Statue
October 12, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
October 12, 2003: At 6:30 today a new elephant statue will be erected on a large marble pedestal on a traffic island in front of Sanam Luang.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: September 14, 2003 – The pedestal being constructed.

Crystal torch damage seen as bad omen
October 13, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs, October, 1973
Crystal torch damage seen as bad omen – Bangkok
Post, October 13, 2003
The shattering of the crystal torch on the Oct 14 memorial
structure, opening tomorrow, is taken as a bad omen by activists.
They say it signifies the precarious and bitter state of
democracy here.
The torch was to be hoisted on top of the upside-down cone-shaped
monument at the Kok Wua intersection, marking the landmark
30th anniversary of the Oct 14, 1973 uprising…
A corner of the Kok Wua intersection has served as a memorial
for the Oct 14 uprising for two years, but the public does
not seem interested. It was opened on the 28th anniversary
but has attracted little attention since.

1976: A sea of blood
October 13, 2003
Categories: October, 1976

October 1976 newspaper
Above and below: Thairath, October, 1976 – The headlines read: A sea of blood – Dead and injured approximately one hundred – Arresting the students to hang
them – Announcing an emergency – Red hot photo collection from Thammasat University on page 4-7

Burma in the Thai press
October 14, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
Burma
in the Thai press – The Irrawaddy,
October, 2003
Interesting article from last year: The Thai-language
press must be less emotional and more responsible and
objective when covering Burma…

Fire at Empire Tower
October 16, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Fire at Empire Tower
– October 16, 2003
Reuters:
Police said the blaze erupted on the 45th floor
of the 59-storey Empire Building, which houses the
offices of the Thai-German chamber of commerce,
Samsung, KPMG, Taiwan’s unofficial embassy and a
subsidiary of Belgium’s Tractebel…
"The building’s fire alarm system did not work,"
said Natcha Ongwongskul, a 28-year-old official
of the Thai-German chamber who was among more than
40 employees who descended the stairs from the 25th
floor. "The building operator called people
on each floor to evacuate," she said
Right:
Shortly after the
alarm sounded yesterday at Empire
Tower, this photo of the building was taken.
There was no external smoke visible.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

‘Bangkok’s sinister world of shame’
October 17, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
‘Bangkok’s sinister world of shame’ – New
Zealand News, October 17, 2003
One of the first of the many ‘local color’ stories that
APEC reporters will file about our town. This one is a furious
and overly vivid account about how Western men are pigs
in Bangkok: Our Western world has spat them out – lonely,
unattractive, below par, the old and fat, the socially incompetent,
the slow. In Thailand they are wealthy, attractive and powerful…
For the first time in his life he has a bevy of beauties
surrounding him. They laugh enthusiastically at his drunken
jokes. She pretends to like him long enough to get paid,
and he suspends disbelief.
UPDATE: Wesley informs us that the article
was in fact written by the wife of the New Zealand Ambassador
to Thailand, not really an APEC article.

Thai-styled airport
October 18, 2003
Thai-styled airport
– October 18, 2003
Martin Strong points out the cool Thai-styled
Sukhothai Airport.

Indian safety charts
October 18, 2003
Indian safety charts
– October 18, 2003
Boing Boing blog points out: Hilarious
safety charts from India warn kids of rooftop kite-flying
and banana-peel slippage.

Abandoned places
October 21, 2003
Abandoned places
– October 21, 2003
Don Entz points out: These is totally cool, especially
if you’re into architecture.
Abandoned places
– Forgotten New York
– Remnants
of the 64-65 World’s Fair

Letter from King of Siam to President Buchanan
October 23, 2003
Categories: History
Letter from King of Siam to President Buchanan, February 14, 1861 – Smithsonian Institute, October 23, 2003
The Smithsonian forwarded us a copy of the famous letter from King Rama IV to President Buchanan offering elephants to the U.S.
Translation of letter from King of Siam to President Buchanan, February 14, 1861 – Transcription (Excerpts) – The true translation of the preceeding Siamese Royal
letter into English
Somdetch Phra Paramendr Maha Mongkut
By the blessing of the highest Superagency of the whole Universe. The King of Siam-the Sovereign of all interior Tributary Countries adjacent and around in every
direction-viz.To
His Most Respected Excellent Presidency
The President of United States of America who having been chosen by the Citizens of the United States as most distinguished, was made President and Chief
Magistrate in the affairs of the Nation for an appointed time of office viz.Buchanan Esquire who had forwarded an official letter to us from Washington dated at Washington 10th May Anno Christi 1859 which was Wednesday 10th night of
Waxing moon in the Lunar month of Visakh, the 6th month reckoning from the commencement of the cold Season in the Year of Goat-1st Decade of the Siamese
Astronomical Era 1221, with a package of Books, 192 volumes in number which came to hand in the year following or to whomsoever the people have elected anew
as Chief ruler in place of President Buchanan. & & &
Sendeth friendly Greeting!
Respected and Distinguished Sir,
At this time We are very glad in having embraced an excellent opportunity to forward our Royal letter under separate envelope together with complimentary
presents-viz. A sword with a photographic likeness of ourselves accompanying herewith. . .
On this occasion, occurred in February Christian Era 1861 corresponding to the lunar time being in connection of the Siamese month of Magh and Phagun, the 3rd
and 4th month from the commencement of the cold Season in the Year of Monkey, second decade Siamese Astronomical Era 1222-a ship of War, a sailing vessel of
the United States’ Navy, the "John Adams" arrived. . . . Captain Berrien with the officers of the ship of war came up to pay a friendly visit to the Country, and has
had an interview with ourselves, hence, to him we have entrusted our Royal Letter in separate envelope which accompanies this and the presents specified in that
letter.
We are assured that Captain Berrien will deliver them in safety to you who are President of the United States when our letter would reach Washington: During the
interview in reply from Captain Berrien to our enquiries of various particulars relating to America, he stated that on that continent there are no elephants. Elephants
are regarded as the most remarkable of the large quadrupeds by the Americans so that if any one has an elephants’ tusk of large size, and will deposit it in any
public place, people come by thousands crowding to see it, saying, it is a wonderful thing. . . .
Having heard this it has occurred to us that, if on the continent of America there should be several pairs of young male and female elephants turned loose in forests
where there was abundance of water and grass in any region under the Sun’s declination both North and South called by the English the Torrid Zone-and all were
forbidden to molest them; to attempt to raise them would be well and if the climate there should prove favorable to elephants, we are of opinion that after a while
they will increase till there be large herds as there are here on the Continent of Asia until the inhabitants of America will be able to catch them and tame and use
them as beasts of burden making them of benefit to the country. Since Elephants being animals of great size and strength can bear burdens, and travel through
uncleared woods and matted jungles where no carriage and cart roads have yet been made. . . .
On this account we desire to procure and send elephants to be let loose in increase and multiply in the continent of America. But we are as yet uninformed what
forests and what regions of that country are suitable for elephants to thrive and prosper; Besides we have no means nor are we able to convey elephants to America,
the distance being too great. . . .
In reference to this opinion of ours if the President of the United States and Congress who conjointly with him rule the country see fit to approve let them provide a
large vessel loaded with hay and other food suitable for elephants on the voyage, with tanks holding a sufficiency of fresh water, and arranged with stalls so that the
elephants can both stand & lie down in the ship- and send it to receive them. We on our part will procure young male and female elephants and forward them one or
two pairs at a time.
When the elephants are on board the ship let a steamer take it in tow that it may reach America as rapidly as possible before they become wasted and diseased by
the voyage.
When they arrive in America do not let them be taken to a cold climate out of the regions under the Sun’s Declinations or Torrid Zone-but let them with all haste be
turned out to run wild in some jungle suitable for them not confining them any length of time.
If these means can be done we trust that the elephants will propagate their species hereafter in the continent of America.
It is desirable that the president of the United States and Congress give us their views in reference to this matter at as early a day as possible.
In Siam it is the custom of the season to take elephants from the herds in the jungles in the months of Phagun and Chetre = 4th & 5th generally corresponding to
March and April.
If the president and Congress approve of this matter and should provide a vessel to come for the elephants, if that vessel should arrive in Siam in any month of any
year after March and April as above mentioned, let notice be sent on two or three months previous to those months of that year, in order that the elephants may be
caught and tamed. Whereas the Elephant that have been long captured & tamed and domesticated here are large-and difficult to transport- and there would be
danger they might never reach America. . . .
Given at our Royal Audience Hall Anant Samagome in the Grand Palace . . . at Bangkok Siam on Thursday the 5th night of the waxing moon in the lunar month of
Phagun the 4th month from the commencement of the Cold Season in the Year of Monkey 2nd Decade Siamese Astronomical Era 1222 corresponding to the Solar
date of 14th February Anno Christi 1861 which is the 11th year, and this day is the 3564th day of our Reign.
from the worthy & good friend of United States of America & her Government
Mongkut
Major Rex

PETA protest last month
October 23, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News

PETA protest last month
– November 25, 2003
Recently 2Bangkok.com mentioned the protests staged recently
in Bangkok by Greenpeace. Pascal reminds us of a protest by
PETA last month (Animal
rights group takes KFC protest to Thailand, AFP, October
23, 2003). In the past, foreign ‘meddling’ in businesses in
Thailand has not been tolerated. It will be interesting to
see if the proactive Thaksin administration takes a position
on the these foreign pressure groups.
Left: Pascal’s photo of a foreigner
outside of a KFC on Silom, holding a sign (in English) that
reads "KFC tortures chickens."

(Photo: www.pasci.org)

Highrise rankings
October 24, 2003
Highrise rankings
– October 24, 2003
Nils points out: Of course you know skyscrapers.com and
mentioned it on your site several times already, but did
you see these statistics?
A "Skyline
Ranking" based not only on the number of highrises,
but also how many storeys they have, with Bangkok ranked
5th worldwide, only behind Hongkong, New York, Chicago and
Singapore!
A
list simply based on the number of highrises, for the
Asian continent, with Bangkok ranked 5th.
The
same worldwide, with Bangkok ranked 12th; and a ranking
based on the number of highrises per population (with Bangkok
not in the top 25).
Of course the results are derived from the skyscrapers.com
database, i.e. they can only consider what has been entered
there – and for Asia, more data is missing than for Europe
and North America! (But undoubtedly, HK is THE world skyscraper
city.)

Yindee Lapidary Co. Ltd – October 25, 2003
October 25, 2003
Categories: Gem Scam
Yindee Lapidary Co. Ltd – October 25,
2003
To: Person-in-charge
I am writing this email with regards to a gem scam that I am personally
involved. On October 23 2003, I flew to Bangkok for my travel with
friend.
On 25th Oct morning, we took a taxi from Bangkok Palace Hotel to World
Trade Center. Upon reaching World Trade Center, we were approached
by a Thai claiming that he was a lawyer based in World Trade Center
and told us that the day was the lucky Buddha day and that we should
go to the temple. He asked us where from and we told him that we were
from Hong Kong. He said he has been Hong Kong before for traveling.
He said there was a Export Gems Store which was only opened to public
once a year and said the day is the last day of public sales. He recommend
us to there after shopping around. After a short brief of him, he
even asked a tuk tuk driver to drive us to the temple and the Gems
Store named Yindee Lapidary Co. Ltd. which was close to our hotel
– Bangkok Palace Hotel.
Once we reached the temple and went inside, we were approached by
another Thai saying that he is a pilot and told us that he has just
brought gems from a wholesale gem store that was having a special
promotion where they sold gems at wholesale prices to public. he provided
us with the address of the Gems Store and showed us the receipt of
his gems. He said it was able to resell it up to double price in another
city of Thailand. He then offered to bring us to get some blessings
from a monk. At the place where we obtained blessings from the monk,
we were again approached by another man who claimed the same thing.
Just before we left, this man told the tuk tuk driver to bring us
to this gem store.
Upon reaching the gem store (Yindee Lapidary Co. LTD, 1091/75-77 Petchburi
Rd. Soi 33, Makasan Bangkok 10400 Thailand. Tel: 253-1540-1 Fax: 651-6784),
we were told the same story about them being a wholesaler and that
they were having a special promotion where they sold to the public
at wholesale prices. So, we bought two rings and one neck pendant
of gems.
When we got back to Hong Kong, we found that the gems did not worth
the prices of what we paid. Upon knowing this and from research done
on the Internet, we concluded that we were cheated. In fact that was
a posting at: http://www.2bangkok.com/2bangkok/Scams/sapp31.shtml
that is similar to our experience.
We are the first time to Thailand in the hopes of having a wonderful
trip and now the whole experience has been overshadowed by this incident.
We were very disappointed that such things happened to us and the
local authorities did not inform us of such scams. We really love
visiting Thailand very much but this experience had made us to think
differently now and it also affected our relationship.
Therefore we sincerely hope that the 2Bangkok.com will be able to
help to investigate this matter by getting a refund from the shop
if not advise us on the steps that we take to settle this problem.
Your help will be greatly appreciated.
More on the
Gem Scam & maps to the scam
stores

All about PTTEP
October 25, 2003
Categories: Energy
All about PTTEP
– October 25-26, 2003
This is from PTTEP’s calendar: the company Profile,
list of projects, and map.

Where did those Royal Barge pics come from?
October 28, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Where did those Royal Barge pics come from?
– October 28, 2003
Thanks to Nils, Prompan, Somchai, Thong and many others
for sending the much-circulated pics of the awesome
Royal Barge Procession. These originals came from Manager
Daily.

Thailand officials impressed with The Palm Projects in Dubai
October 28, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thailand officials impressed with The Palm Projects in Dubai
– October 28, 2003
If you are familiar with anyone who can be termed a ‘Thai
official,’ you will know that first-class fact-finding junkets
are one of their constant activities. Here is a story
about some officials visiting the incredible Palm project
in Dubai. We are wondering if the present administration
will come up with a similar ‘country-defining’ project for
Thailand.

The Death Highway
October 28, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
The
Death Highway – October 28, 2003
Shinji tells the story of the road to Three Pagodas Pass:
According to contemporary newspaper reports, some 30
road workers were attacked and killed at km-marker 43, apparently
by Thai, Hmong and Karen CPT insurgents wanting to stop
the road from penetrating Um Pang district (one of the main
communist strongholds in Thailand in the 1960s and 70s).

Bitter CNN anchors
October 28, 2003
Categories: Nothing to do with Thailand, but Interesting
Bitter CNN anchors
– October 28, 2003
This has nothing to do with Thailand, but is amusing. If
you have noticed the trendy and vacuous shows CNN Asia has
been rolling out recently, you love this extremely bitter
comment CNN anchor Jonathan Mann made with the microphone
still on at 8:30am Bangkok time: "You know you’ve really
reached the pinnacle of your career when you’re the warmup
act for Living Golf."

US won’t invade Burma
October 29, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
US won’t invade Burma – October 29, 2003
Washington has no plans for military intervention in
Burma, the US Ambassador to Thailand said yesterday.
BTW: During the recent U.S. military actions there were
two main schools of thought in the expat Burmese community.
One that the US was right to overthrow the oppressive governments
in Afghanistan and Iraq and should do the same in Burma.
The other was that the US was wrong to overthrow the oppressive
governments in Afghanistan and Iraq, but it should still
invade Burma right away.

More on the Thaksin and Al-Fayed connection
October 30, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
More on the Thaksin
and Al-Fayed connection – November
1, 2003
There must be something controversial in this Nation
article, because they try to make it clear it comes
from The Guardian, not The Nation. Anyway,
there’s some info on how Thaksin and Al-Fayed met:
Many have wondered how the Eqyptian
(sic) -born proprietor of the world’s best known
department store, Harrods of Knightbridge, came to know
the billionaire prime minister.
About a year after the 1997 economic crisis, a little known
petroleum exploration company, called Harrods Energy, was
looking for work in the Gulf of Thailand.
The then Industry Minister, Suwat Liptapanlop, asked Dr
Surakiart Sathirathai, to handle the request.
Harrods Energy got its exploration license and spent a couple
of years drilling in vain off the Prachuap Khiri Khan coast.
In the meantime, Surakiart dabbled in the new politics of
Thai Rak Thai, as Suwat’s Chat Pattana Party waned. Surakiart
introduced Thaksin to Al Fayed, and the two of them hit
it off.
Earlier: On October 30, 2003, 2Bangkok.com
ran this: Thaksin and Al-Fayed
You have probably seen the recent articles about the Prime
Minster wanting to buy Fulham football club:
Thai
premier Thaksin mulls purchase of Fulham football club
– Channel News Asia, October 29, 2003
It was still unclear how Thaksin and Al Fayed became
acquainted. The Egyptian, who owns luxurious Harrods Department
Store in London, visited Thailand in March 2000 at the invitation
of Thaksin, who was standing to become prime minister. &
Al
Fayed: Fulham is not for sale – The Nation, October
29, 2003
Mohamed Al Fayed is an interesting personality. He is the
father of Dodi Al-Fayed who died in the car crash with Princess
Diana. He owns Harrods, the Ritz Hotel in Paris, and other
premiere properties. He has a cool
personal website (there are not many older rich people
who understand how to use the web). The connection he has
with Thailand is that Al Fayed’s brother-in-law is arms
merchant and wheeler-deeler Adnan Khashoggi, who was at
one time one of Thailand’s most wanted men. He was wanted
along with Rakesh Saxena for being involved in the collapse
of the Bangkok Bank of Commerce in 1996. Khashoggi now resides
in Saudi Arabia beyond the reach of Thai law.

Bangkok Subway News 2001-2003
October 31, 2003
Categories: Subway

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Above: Offloading the last of three subway coaches on October 15 at the Royal Thai Airforce base at Don Muang Airport in Bangkok.
Delivery of the subway cars – October 31, 2003
Press release about the subway car delivery: Bangkok, Thailand – October 30, 2003 – The Freight Co Ltd, a Bangkok based freight forwarding company specializing
in international freight and logistics was entrusted with the customs clearance and delivery of the first complete subway train for the new Bangkok Subway due to
open later next year. The subway train consisting of 3 coaches was flown from Austria to Thailand on 3 chartered AN-124-100.
The first coach was uplifted in Vienna on October 9th and the last coach arrived on October 15th for the official welcoming ceremony at Bangkok Donmuang Air
Force Base. Arrival time of the last coach was scheduled to match the official reception chaired by Deputy P.M. Visanu Krau-ngam and Transport Minister Suriya
Jungrungreangkit. The project was successfully completed on schedule with the delivery of all 3 coaches to Siemens AG during the night of October 15th.
The complex structure of the project required a lot of preparation and coordination between several government agencies and private companies involved including
Royal Thai Air Force, Airports of Thailand, Thai Airports Ground Services, Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand, Bangkok Metro CO LTD, Siemens and
various others.
The Freight CO LTD previously already handled Bangkok’s first Mass Rapid Transit System (Bangkok Skytrain) for Siemens on a turnkey basis.
Specification of subway rolling stock – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, October 20-22, 2003
The driving bogey
Weight: 37.24 metric tons
Dimension (length x width x height): 21.8 m x 3.12 m x 3.8 m
The carriage bogey
Weight: 32.6 metric tons
Dimension (length x width x height): 21.8 m x 3.12 m x 3.8 m
The engineers from Siemens (Thailand) told the press that due to the tight schedule, Siemens decided to use the Skytrain as the prototype for Subway rolling stock.
If Siemens has to come up with the brand new prototype, it requires six months. Differences from the Skytrain are the subway’s blue seats, blue handles, and minor
external decoration.
First train arrives by air from Austria – Bangkok Post, October 16, 2003
The first train built for Bangkok’s new subway network was handed over yesterday, flown in from Austria by a giant cargo lifter. …BMCL has ordered 19 threecarriage trains. The production period was shortened from 30 to 27 months as required by the government. This would be a world record for fast train production,
according to Hans-Dieter Bott, vice-president of Siemens Transportation Systems Co. The other 18 trains will be delivered by sea by March next year.
The Post article quotes Sombat Kijjarak that "the 20km-long route would initially serve about 250,000 people a day, rising by 20% annually." Interestingly, The
Nation article on the subway car delivery quotes Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit: "We believe there will be more than 100,000 people using the subway
every day," he said. More on the Bangkok Subway
Earlier: Subway car arrival today – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, October 15, 2003
8:45 – Antonov AN124-100 lands at Donmuang AFB and heads toward RTAF HQ building. Two other Antonov planes will park in parallel with the third plane.
There will be video about the project and King Chulalongkorn and railway affairs.
9:00 – Officials explain the rolling stock assembly, the capacity of the Antonov planes, etc.
9:30 – Premier Thaksin and Minister Suriya speaks. A marching band plays.
Earlier: Bangkok subway cars being loaded on a plane – October 11, 2003
Thanks to Gerald for finding these awesome photos of our first subway car being loaded into a massive Antonov. Subway/Antonov I & Subway/Antonov II
Southern subway extension to be done in 6 years – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, October 10, 2003
After the meeting between the Traffic Management and Policy Committee and BTSC, MRTA, SRT and BMTA on October 8, 2003, it was announced that the
southern extension of MRTA from Hua Lamphong to Bang Khae will have to be done in 6 years.
Mr. Khamrolux said the further southern extension from Bang Khae to Om Noy district of Samut Sakhon via Phekasem Road is not urgent and thus this section will
have to be suspended until demand picks up.
The plan for each route proposed by MRTA, BTSC , SRT and BMTA will be finalized on October 14, 2003 before submitting to the MOTC later on. Nevertheless,
the Traffic Management and Policy Office has come up with the new route for BTSC and MRTA:
1) BTSC -> Sanam Laung – Siriraj – Charan Sanitwongse (Green Line)
2) MRTA -> Bangsue – Sang Hee – Bang Bamru (Orange Line)
However, the proposed route is not finalized yet. There will be another meeting on October 14, 2003.
More on the Bangkok Subway
Commentary: The Orange Line appears to be a substitute for the Purple line (from Bangsue to Bang Bamru via Sang Hee intersection). Furthermore, the western
extension has been stretched to Charansanitwonse to meet the local demand to go to Sanam Luang.

More subway cars arriving in November 2003 – translated and summarized from Thairath Daily, September 28, 2003
BMCL and Siemens stated that the second set of subway cars will arrive at Laem Chabang in November 2003. They will be ready for a test run on April 13, 2004
and official run on August 12, 2003. Each car can carry 886 passengers/set, with 126 seats and 6 square meters for each passenger. The system will be 80% installed
and ready for testing in December 2003.
300 billion baht Wayuphak Fund the main source for subway extensions – translated and summarized from Dailynews, September 30, 2003
On September 29, MRTA had a press conference indicating that the first bogey will be delivered to Thailand on October 11, the 2nd bogey on October 12-13, and
the 3rd bogey on October 15. A ceremony will be performed to transfer the rolling stock at Donmuang Airforce Base. Each car is insured for 100 million baht. The
other 18 sets will be delivered at Laem Chabang Deep Sea Port – to be finished in March 2004.
There are 60,000 signals to be controlled in Subway line while there are only 10,000 signals to be controlled for the Skytrain.
Free trial service will be held for tourist groups from April 13 to August 11, 2004 before the official opening on August 12, 2004.
The 300 billion baht budget for the Southern Extension and Northern Extension will come from Wayuphak Funds (Krungthai Bank) to prevent FOREX risk and
domestic interest rates which are still at low levels.
Nevertheless, JBIC also expressed their interest to funds the projects. However, MRTA will ask the government about funding issues.
Commentary: Using domestic funds is not a bad idea at all. It will boost savings deposit rates from the current frigid levels. It also allows us to buy and rent
necessary machines at very cheap prices since there are no longer strings attached to the funds. Getting a JBIC loan will require buying the rolling stock as well as
hiring the contractors and machines from Japan and their alliances (such as ALSTOM from France and ROTEM from Korea).
I hope that the Chao Phraya Express Boat will extend their service to Phra Nangklao Bridge to allow river access to the subway.
MRTA concluding plans for two subway extensions and one new line – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, September 28, 2003
MRTA Governor Praphat said that MRTA has come up with a plan to be submitted to the Traffic Policy Office in early October. This plan consists of the three most
urgent projects along with preliminary blueprints.
1) Southern Extension – 14 km – 10 stations with a price tag of 30 billion baht
2) Northern Extension – Bangsue – Phra Nangklao – Bangyai – Bang Buathong
The first 11 km already have a preliminary blueprint. The latter part do not have blueprints, but it is no problem to construct since it is all an elevated route.
3) Orange Line – Minburi – Bang Kapi – Ratboorana
All three projects will include a mini depot: the Southern extension at Bang Khae , Northern extension at Bangyai , and Orange line at Minburi. Mini depots will use
only 150 rai of land -> 50% of the Huay Kwang depot. The mini depots will allow minor repairs as well as a place for cars to wait from midnight to 5 AM–to be
ready for services without having to go all the way to the Huay Kwang Main Depot.
The plan for these three projects have to be modified to meet the policy of 136 km in 6 years. The government will have to invest in the infrastructure to ensure ontime completion while asking the private sector to run the service or give them concessions. However, the concession must be a money making deal, thus tickets
prices must float according to inflation rates to ensure profitability.
MRTA decided to cut expenses and shorten the schedule by not hiring a consultant to handle the detail designs on the project which will take eight months to
complete. MRTA will use the preliminary plan instead and make an assessment on the unit cost before calling contractor bidding – the way Hong Kong Transit
Authority and Sydney Commuter have done.
However, the underground section will cost MRTA 4 billion baht/km for land expropriation, tunnel digging, track laying, rolling stock, air conditioners, ventilators,
escalators, elevators, screen doors and so on.
The elevated section costs much less than the underground section–200-500 million baht/km.
Commentary: To cut expenses on the Orange line, the section from MRTA depot to Minburi must be elevated so say good-bye to Ramkhamhaeng elevated way…
Furthermore, the section from Taksin intersection to Pracha Uthit must be elevated to allow a via duct connection with the Skytrain… too bad the regulations state
that the section within Ratchadaphisek Ring Road must be underground …
The above ground station buildings that replace one underground floor must be blended with surroundings–Chinese style for Chinatown, traditional Thai, as well as
neoclassic for the section within Ratthakosin Island as well as the section from Chitladda Palace to Bang Lamphoo and Wongwian Yai. And many trendy style for
the section from Bang Kapi to Victory Monument.
If BTSC declines to make a route through Ratchadamnoen Avenue, MRTA should help BTSC… at the price for future integration after the end of the concession as
well the extensions. MRTA should allow BMA to make a cross shareholding on MRTA as the compensation for losing their own baby (the Ratchadamnoen route) to
the adaptive parent (MRTA).
The sections which have very few people would be postponed. The sections with high density in urban areas such as Pin Klao and Sanam Luang or the suburbs with
strong magnets such as Muangthong Thani, Yingcharoen Market, Phra Padaeng or so would get priority.
Who wants what in subway stations – October 1, 2003
Earlier this week we ran an article about commercial development in subway stations (Commercial development in 11 subway stations & other subway news –
translated and summarized from Manager Daily, September 24, 2003), but the article did not mention all 11 parties involved in the bidding. The complete list in
Thansetthakij, September 28 – October 1, 2003:
1) Central Patthana PCL
2) The Mall Group Co.Ltd.
3) MBK Development PCL
4) Siam Family Mart Co.Ltd .
5) Pacific Retail
6) Britan Place
7) A Hong Kong retailer
The conclusion of the bidding will be known in November 2003. Some want to globble all 11 stations as a single big package while the others want all 11 stations,
but in smaller packets (space in each station for a convenience store) and some only want only a few big ones. Therefore, the settlement is not easy. The Mall offers
restaurants, MBK offer clothes, Pacific want to make a mini WTC, Family Mart just wants just convenience stores .
Interchanges between the Subway and Skytrain–MRTA constructing & BTSC paying – translated and summarized from Thairath, September 26, 2003
Governor Praphat said Traffic Policy is asking MRTA to design and construct the three interchanges and the construction expense has to be paid by BTSC since the
interchanges must be completed before the official opening on August 12, 2004.
Director Chookiat (MRTA Construction Department) said that Sukhumvit-Asok and Mochit-Chatuchak section already have physical interchanges. However, MRTA
needs to construct short routes with protecting roofs to protect passengers from getting soaked by rain or burnt by the sun.
The connection between Silom-Saladaeng just has the preliminary design done by the contractor. This connection will be a via duct connecting Saladaeng to Silom–
200 meters long and 4 meters wide–following the BTSC track on Silom Road.
Now the contractor has come to survey the underground infrastructure to be removed to make the way for the new support pillars every 30 meters. It need 7 pillars.
The Traffic Policy Office, BMA and BTSC have already approved the plan and the estimated expense is being calculated (not more than 100 million baht).
More on the Bangkok Subway & Bangkok Skytrain
Commentary: I hope that the Silom via duct will connect with Dusit Thani and Robinson Silom. Without a connection, passengers of Skytrain and Subway will
suffer from the same misery as those who ride the KL Monorail and then connect with the Putra, Star, KL Kommuter or KLIA Express…
Commercial development in 11 subway stations & other subway news – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, September 24, 2003
Sumbut Kijjarak said the break even point for the subway is 400,000 passengers a day even though the number of passengers in the first year will be 240,000260,000 passenger a day and it would take 5 years to break even -> using 10% increasing rate and an average fair of 20-25 baht .
The main revenue (95%) will come from tickets and the other 5% will come from advertising and space rental. The expense will come from the 7.8% annual interest
rate from domestic banks (about 7-800 million baht) and the operating expense 1.5 billion baht a year – total 2.2-2.3 billion baht a year -> estimated 6 million Baht a
day. Inflation rate will be the main reason for raising the fair … but BMCL is trying to ensure that it will not turn into a big problem like the 2nd stage Expressway.
There will be 11 stations with a total space of 29,000 sq-meter for commercial development:
1 Klong Toei

7 Ratchadaphisek

2 Queen Sirikit National Convention Center
3 Sukhumvit
4 Phetburi
5 Rama 9
6 Thai Cultural Center

8 Lad Phrao
9 Phaholyothin
10 Chatuchak Park
11 Kamphaengphet

Rail level at the 1st floor, concourse level at the 2nd floor the 3rd level for the platform floor.
There are already 8 retailers scrambling for the commercial development
1) Central Patthana
2) The Mall Group

3) Robinson
4) World Trade

The final result for the best deal will come up in November 2003.
The commercial development should not block security…
BMCL said it will offer 30% of shares during the IPO from stock held by Ch. Karnchang. So far, Asian business persons have shown strong interest to buy shares–
some domestic creditors as well as local business persons… and international financial institutes and those who run mass transit systems such as Hong Kong MTR.
The current share allocation for BMCL is:
1) Ch. Karnchang PCL 67.5%
2) Bangkok Expressway PCL 15%
3) Krungthai Bank PCL 10%

4) Thai Military Bank PCL 5%
5) Siam City Bank 2.5%

For the extensions of the Blue line subway (the southern section and the northern ring), BMCL said that it will definitely compete for bidding. However, MRTA has
not made a clear signal whether the government will invest in the infrastructure while the private concession holder invests in new sets of rolling stocks,
maintenance system installation and service as in the first section.
Test run for subway by the end of October – translated and summarized from Dailynews, September 24, 2003
Sombut Kijjalux, Manager of BMCL, said the first set of rolling stock will arrive in Thailand by air by October 15, 2003 and will have a test run within a week after
delivery. The other 18 sets will be delivered by ship. The system will be open for a test run on Songkran Day 2004 and the official opening on Mother Day 2004.
For the first year rate, it will be 12-31 baht (half a price for students) and after a year the normal rate will be 14-36 baht (half a price for students). The fare rate will
be raised every two years according to inflation. If there is a fraction of baht, it will not be rounded to 5 or 10 baht as BTS Skytrain and BECL Expressway have
done.
If the inflation rate is below the threshold for raising prices, the prices will be frozen. If inflation rate is below the "zero inflation rate", the prices will be cut.
There will be 250,000 passengers a day from the average rate of 5-6 stations per trip. 5-6 million baht a day revenue and the number of passengers will be increase
by 10-12%. BMCL expects to meet this goal easily due to convenient and state-of-the-arts facilities. It will take about 5 years to break even. Bangkokians make 11
million trips a day and the subway would cover only 1-2% of those trips…
A tale of three newspapers – September 24, 2004
All three are articles below are apparently from a briefing by Sombat Kitjalaksana, Bangkok Metro Co managing director. The Thai-language Manager Daily
mentions when the cars will be delivered, specific ticket prices, hiring, and training in Hong Kong, but not the business partnership with Hong Kong. The Nation
makes the Hong Kong partnership its headline, but omits some of the specifics of Manager Daily. The Bangkok Post merely reports stats about expected ridership
and the background of the subway project (which is also contained in the other two newspapers).
Welcome for new subway rolling stock in the mid-October – translated and
summarized from Manager Daily, September 23, 2003
Thai people will welcome to Thailand the first set of rolling stock delivered by MRT of Hong Kong good Bangkok subway partner – The Nation, September
three airplanes in mid-October with a delivery cost of 50 million baht (1 million 24, 2003
Euro). The other 18 will be delivered by ship to Laem Chabang…
MRT Corporation of Hong Kong has been identified as having the strongest
The ticket price for a single trip is 14-36 baht with a 15% discount in the first
potential as a strategic partner to buy 20-30 per cent of the underground metroyear and price readjustment for every 2 years using the inflation rate as a way to line operator, Bangkok Metro CO Ltd.
raise the price.
BMCL has hired 712 personnel to handle security, technical matters and human Subway operator sees profits ahead – Bangkok Post, September 24, 2003
resources… BMCL has been sending some personnel to be trained with the
More on the Bangkok Subway
Hong Kong Transit Authority since February 2003.
Thai Cultural Centre subway station – The Nation, September 19, 2003
Something about the Thai Cultural Center subway station and the painting there by Belgian artist Rudi Pillen: Those in attendance were immediately captivated by
the grandeur of the 10×2 metre masterpiece…. The great artwork will be permanently displayed at the subway station, reminding passers-by of the beauty and
wisdom that elude us while we busy ourselves with other things.
MRTA development plan folds – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, August 21-24, 2003
The BMA and City Planning Dept. has refused to readjust the color of 691-rai MRTA Depot and Maintenance Area from Blue (Bureaucrat Office) to Red
(Commercial Area) even MRTA has lobbied hard to make the change. BMA warned MRTA that if BMA changes the color from blue to red, MRTA must confront
the former landowners who have surrendered their land plots for the MRTA depot.
Many people say the reason BMA refuses to fulfill the request of MRTA is due to MRTA’s strong connection with CH. Karnchang. Therefore, Premier Thaksin has
ordered BMA not to change the color of the area to allow commercial development to starve Ch. Karnchang so they they are forced to merge with Skytrain even
though Skytrain does not get any support from the government besides the BOI investment package.
Even if those who surrendered their land to MRTA agree to allow commercial development on MRTA land, the development might not be worthy since it is expected
that SRT is going to develop the land around Makkasan Station–with government supports. And the area around Ratchadaphisek is going to be developed as hotels
and malls sapping much of the value of MRTA land. By the time the MRTA plan has been approved, there may be no demand.
Therefore, MRTA could only be allowed to construct a park and stadium since parks and stadiums are considered a public good. Another usage might be the new
SRT depot…
Public Land for Development – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, August 21-24, 2003
The commercial development of MRTA land become more uncertain. However, commercial development of 14,000 rai of SRT land has been revived at full speed.
From 250,000 rai of SRT land, only 14,000 rai is commercially viable – with a price tag of 112.5 billion baht. 3800 rai of viable area is in Bangkok with a price tag
of 63 billion baht and the other 10,200 rai in the provincial areas with a price tag of 49.5 billion baht.
So far, SRT receives ONLY only 623 million baht revenue from SRT land–464 million from rent and 113 million from debt collecting and 46 million from projects.
SRT has come up with a new rate of land leasing and the new commercial development of 11 land plots such as
1) Mae Nam Station around Chong Nonsee
2) Phaholyothin
For the short term, both areas will be leased for park and ride to the Skytrain and Suybway–a 10 year contract with revenue of 18 million baht.
3) Rama IX area – 17 rai with a 3-year contract (some parts cannot be developed due to the problem about the color code (zoning))
By the end of 2003, SRT will receive nearly a billion baht of revenue from land development with an increasing rate of 5-10%.
For the area around Phahoyothin (Bangsue) depot, it will become the 2nd Hualamphong station and Makkasan depot will become the transportation center and

Airport Link.
The 2325-rai of Phaholyothin area is the main target since the viable but undeveloped area is 1279 rai -> the main target for the connection between Subway,
Skytrain, Railway and High Speed Railway -> The Bangkok Metropolitan Transportation Hub which consists of the following five sections:
1) Intermodal corridor (integration of Bangsue Junction, Phaholyothin Station, Mochit 2, and the monorail ring linking all the Skytrain, Subway, Railway, and
Interprovincial buses together)
2) International Business Center
3) Future expansion
4) Separated Development and Existing Parcel (PTT Building, Central Lad Phrao, BOI Building)
5) The park (the integration of 3 parks into 1 giant park)
The first phase (4 year) is for Transit Concourse, Plaza, the connection with the Airport (after the Airport Link has been extended to Bangsue), commercial area, and
the new Bangkok Main Station.
The second phase involves the new Railway Hotel, office for rent, and the new Mochit Bus terminal.
For the case of Manam Station (area of 275 rai), after the land leasing contract between
oil companies and SRT expires in 2012, SRT will ask oil companies to move their oil depots to Sri Racha, Laem Chabang or Rayong to allow commercial
development of Mae Nam stations linking with Silom.
For the case of 572 rai of Makkasan Station (from a total of 619 rai which includes Makkasan Lake and surrounding area reserved for flood control), it is the target
area for the Airport Link with other mass transit systems and force the old Makkasan depot to stay on MRTA land at Rama IX since Bangsue is going to have
commercial development–a way to hurt MRTA and Ch. Karnchang.
Golden land at subway stations and future route plans – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, June 26-29 2003
Retailers are rushing to negotiate with MRTA and BMCL to lease space around subway stations even though the Blue line is not open yet.
MRTA Deputy Director Wijit Wacharin told the press that the commercial areas for MRTA will be separated into two sections:
1) the body of rolling stock and the area within subway stations (BMCL jurisdiction)
2) the area within a 300-500 meter radius of stations (MRTA jurisdiction)
BMCL got the right to develop 11 subway stations, the body of rolling stock, and underground areas of Park and Ride facilities according to the concession. MRTA
will handle the commercialization of the areas outside the stations and the MRTA depot.
MRTA has spent 8 years and 120 billion baht (65 billion baht from a JBIC loan and the rest from local creditors) to dig double tunnels for the subway route.
Landowners and the investors could make a short-term gain by creating parking lots, food courts, supermarkets, shops, stalls, advertising poles, and rental offices.
The middle term (2006-2011) will be the same as short term (2003-2006), but with new competitors. The giant investors with deep pockets and experience will have
developed the land along the subway lines which they have gobbled up and created trade centers, highrise condominiums, and international-level markets. CP Group
(agribusiness giant) will be the first to come up with such a plan since it controls land near MCOT and Asok intersection. Fortune Town and Fortune Hotel also very
closed to Rama IX station. The via duct connecting Fortune Town and Fortune Hotel with Rama IX station alone will render CP land at Fortune Town a bonanza.
After the new masterplan becomes a reality the seven subway stations will become interchanges with other transportation modes: Queen Sirikit for the Blue Line
Ring subway, Sukhumvit for Skytrain, Phetburi for SRT railway, Rama IX for cars which go along Rama IX road and Bangkok-Chonburi Motorway, Thai Cultural
Center for the
Interchange with Orange Line, Ratchadaphisek for cars from Lad Phrao and Ratchadaphisek and Lad Phrao for the future Yellow line. MRTA has come up with a
land development scheme around the Thai Cultural Center–a 3-floor commercial building on 818 square wah of land (3272 square meters).
The long term (2012-2021) will see projects such as the residential buildings, offices, and transportation centers (especially at Bang Sue) since SRT has a plan to
develop their land to become a second Hua Lamphong after moving most SRT services (such as Bangkok-Butterworth trains) to terminate at Bangsue Junction.
Even though MRTA feels bullish that kiosk and advertising poles near the stations will make money, they need to think twice since several shops have gone out of
business at some Skytrain stations like Sanam Pao, Saphan Kwai, Phra Khanong and so on. Even Mochit terminal is not spared since the number of daily passengers
is below the expected level (currently 330,000 passengers a day vs. 600,000 passengers a day). Furthermore, most Skytrain passengers prefer to go from one place to
another as quickly as possible without shopping around the stations.
Therefore, MRTA has cut down estimates of subway passengers from 400,000 to 200,000 passengers a day.
After finishing the construction of 20-km subway, MRTA will start construction of the 13.8-km southern extension (Hua Lamphong – Bang Khae) immediately due
to local demand. However, MRTA will likely terminate the route at Bang Wah to interchange with the 2nd phase of the Taksin Skytrain extension. MRTA is
considering using the unfinished Lavalin track parallel to Pha Pokklao Bridge (a bridge parallel to Memorial Bridge) to reduce construction cost which is now at 2
billion baht/km -> after cutting down the station from 3-floors to 2-floors.
Even though the southern extension will likely to end up at Bang Wah instead of Bangkhae, many real estate developers still feel very satisfied since the interchange
at Bang Wha will increase land prices along Taksin-Phetkasem road (now a very green route – with a Skytrain extension).
The 11.6-km northern extension of the Blue line and the 34.6-km Orange line are on the hold – unless the demand from local people increases. However, the first
section of the Orange line (Bang Kapi-Thai Cultural Center) is likely to become a reality to pick up those who live around Bang Kapi and Ram Khamhaeng areas.
The route from the Thai Cultural Center to Victory Monument will have to pass around the MWA water tunnel and BMA sewage tunnels–increasing construction
costs.
Wisarut speculates on alternate routes if MRTA uses the Lavilin Bridge: If MRTA wants to readjust the southern extension to use the Lavilin Bridge, MRTA
will have to redesign the route from the Grand Palace to Tha Phra and may need construct a new station to pick up passengers at Saphan Phut (Memorial Bridge).
The station between Tha Phra and Saphan Phut would be at Wongwian Yai (the downtown section for those who live in Thonburi side of Bangkok) instead of
Thanon Isssaraphab (near the Royal Thai Navy HQ and Wat Arun). If MRTA comes up with such a plan, the future Orange line might have to be rerouted to go
along Phadung Krungkasem (the 3rd city moat – the route proposed by the defunct Lavalin project) instead of Klong Ong Ang (the 2nd city moat – the route
according to the present MRTA plan). Possible compromise might be:
1) "The Blue line will be rerouted from the Grand Palace-Wat Pho to Saphan Phut via Pakklong Talad (a flower market). After that the route will be slightly elevated
(not as high as Skytrain) to use the abandoned bridge to go across Chao Phraya. Then the route will go underground until it reaches Tha Phra via Wongwian Yai and
then end up at Bang Wah according to the original masterplan."
2) "The Orange line will be rerouted from Saphan Phanfah (the terminal of Saen Saeb boat service) to go along Lan Luang road to Saphan Khao and then go parallel
to Phadung Krungkasem canal to interchange with Blue line at Hua Lamphong and then go along Maha Phruettharam Road to Si Phraya (another place to pick up
the Chaophraya Express Boat and ferry users). After that the new route will go to Klongsan and Charoenrat Road. After reaching Wongwian Yai (interchange with
the new Blue line route), it will go along Taksin Road according to the old Orange route.
Klongsarn is the former terminal of Thachin Railway until 1961. Now Klongsarn pier is a flea market with the abandoned Sofitel Hotel–abandoned due to erosion of
foundations since the contractors used very shallow foundation support pillars not deep and strong enough to withstand the continuing tidal waves along
Chaophraya.
However, I am not sure if the cost of rerouting will be compensated by increased daily passengers from Wongwian Yai and Saphan Phut. However, Saphan Phut
station near the pier of Chaophraya Express Boat will help MRTA pick up more passengers from those using the Chaophraya Expressboat and compete with the
Skytrain. If not, Si Phraya Station will be the station connecting the subway with the Chaophraya Express boat. This can rival Saphan Taksin station unless the
Chaophraya Express boats could go south to Phra Padaeng or Sadhupradit.
If MRTA decides to keep the routes according to the masterplan, the electrified shuttle boat from Thewet to Hua Lamphong will be a good substitute, but the boats
need to have batteries charged frequently. Otherwise, MRTA will need to ask BMA to revive the shuttle boat service along the Phadung Krung Kasem canal.
U.S. security experts advise no restrooms, garbage bins, or benches for subway stations – translated and summarized from Dailynews – June 20, 2003, and Manager
Daily – June 19, 2003
After taking the journalists to visit the Thai Cultural Center subway station, the tunnel nearby and the MRTA Depot, Director Praphat told the correspondents about
the project progress as follows.
The overall construction – 92.09% done
1) Public construction – 99.96% done
1.1) Southern Tunnel (Hua Lamphong – Huay Kwang) – 99.99% done (0.01% late – should be finished by now)
1.2) Northern Tunnel (Huay Kwang – Bangsue) -99.99% done (0.01% late – should be finished by now)
1.3) MRTA depot and maintenance center – 100% done
1.4) Rail Installation – 100% done (just finished)

1.5) Installation of Elevators and Escalators – 98.89% done (1.11% late)
2) Concession – including rolling stocks, and installation of electrical systems such as Power Supply, Platform Screen Doors and Signaling -> 63.07% done – (
2.37% behind schedule)
The first set of subway rolling stock will reach Thailand by airlift by the end of September 2003 for showing at APEC 2003 as well as for testing. The MRTA
director said the system will definitely be open on Songkran Day 2004 by using the first 11 sets of cars. The other 8 sets will be ready for the grand opening on
August 12, 2004 (the 6-cycle birthday of Queen Sirikit – an auspicious day for opening).
The system will be free of charge from April 13, 2004 to August 12, 2004. After August 12, 2004, the first year rate of 12-34 baht will be applied. After August 12,
2005, the full rate of 14-36 baht will be applied. Child rates will be half of adult rates to encourage youngsters to use the system.
BMCL are going to hire the personnel to run the system. For security measures, no garbage bins or benches will be allowed inside the stations since they can be
hiding places for dangerous materials (poison gases, chemicals, explosive materials). No food or drink will be allowed inside the station.
There is also some discussion about planning to open public restrooms inside the station or not. Security officers from the US who went to see subway stations asked
MRTA not to install restrooms inside the stations for security. If MRTA really wants to open public restrooms for passenger comfort, MRTA needs to send officers to
make internal inspections as well as install closed circuit TV systems with additional cameras inside the restrooms. More on the Bangkok Subway
Scrambling for mall space at new subway stations – translated and summarized from Siamturaki, June 1-7 2003
MRTA has set up a subcommittee to manage the development plans for the commercialization of land around the subway stations.
The preliminary results has show that there will be at least six new air-conditioned flea markets to support SMEs (Small-Medium-size Enterprises) near the gates of
six subway stations (Thai Cultural Center, Suthisarn, Huay Kwang – Kamphaengphet – QSNCC – Sukhumvit) due to the high density of travelers at those stations.
BMCL has allocated space for commercialization at 11 stations – Kamphaengphet (in Chatuchak Weekend market area), Chatuchak Park, Phaholyothin, Lad Phrao,
Ratchadaphisek, Thai Cultural Center, Rama IX, Phetburi, Sukhumvit, QSNCC, and Klong Toei with a total area of 25,000 square meters. BMCL will invest 300
million baht for further development of those properties.
However, the final results of the studies on the commercialization of subway stations were delayed due to SARS (Hong Kong MRT is a consultant for BMCL to
handle the studies). Without the final results, BMCL will not be able to set the rates for renting the space and the size of units for rent–thus the bidding will be
delayed indefinitely.
The main customers who are scrambling to space the land are fast food chains and convenience stores. The owners of existing malls and buildings also are
negotiating with MRTA to construct viaducts connecting subway stations with their malls and buildings such as one at Asok (Sukhumvit station) and another at
Fortune Town (Rama IX station).
Furthermore, three new skyways (with 12-meter height) will be at Chatuchak Park, Sukhumvit, and Silom connecting Skytrain stations with subway stations. Retail
giants are going to fight for the new super center that will occupy the 500 square wah (2000 square meters) of land under the Park and Ride.
Polling for opinion about the Blue and Orange subway lines – translated and summarized from Thairath, June 5, 2004
Director Prapha Jong-Sa-Nguan told the press that MRTA is going to hire an educational institute (such as Rajabhat Suan Dusit) to conduct a poll to obtain opinions
about the current subway route (Bangsue – Huay Kwang – Hua Lamphong), the southern extension (Hua Lamphong – Bang Wah), and the Orange line (Bang Kapi –
Rat Boorana). The poll will be conducted within two month period, starting from June to August 2003. The results will be used for planning to get government
approval for the budget.
This poll will emphasize on PR–how much people understand about subway projects, the opinions about the project, and additional suggestions which MRTA will
use to meet demands in the future.
MRTA is working on planning for PR before opening the project to ensure that people will know all about the project–especially safety standards–since the subway
is a new thing and people will need a lot of confidence before using the system. Subway tragedies from the Daegu subway to the Sarin attack in Tokyo could give
people a bad impression of a subway system so PR measures will be employed to ensure more confidence.
Business plans for the subway – Bangkok Post, March 10, 2003
METRO / Rot Fai Fah Mahanakhon – translated and summarized from the MRTA website, March 5, 2003
MRTA has issued the official generic name for MRTA subway system–METRO / Rot Fai Fah Mahanakhon in Thai). The same thing as the BTS Skytrain since the
system will be a subway in the inner part of Bangkok.
MRTA has drafted a list of BMTA bus stops and taxi stops near the 18 MRTA stations to facilitate the passenger trips to/from the MRTA METRO station.
1) Hua Lamphong – 2 new BMTA bus stops
2) Sam Yan – 2 new BMTA bus stops and 1 taxi stop
3) Silom – 2 new BMTA bus stops
4) Lumpinee – 2 new BMTA bus stops and 2 taxi stops
5) Klong Toei – 2 new BMTA bus stops and 2 taxi stops
6) Queen Sirikit -National Convention Center – 3 new BMTA bus stops and 3 taxi stops
7) Sukhumvit – 2 new BMTA bus stops and 1 taxi stop
8) Phetburi – 4 new BMTA bus stops
9) Rama IX – 2 new BMTA bus stops and 1 taxi stop
10) Thai Cultural Center – 4 new BMTA bus stops and 4 taxi stops
11) Huay Kwang – 4 new BMTA bus stops and 3 taxi stops
12) Suthisarn – 4 new BMTA bus stops and 3 taxi stops
13) Ratchadaphisek – 4 new BMTA bus stops and 2 taxi stops
14) Lad Phrao – 3 new BMTA bus stops and 1 taxi stop
15) Phahol Yothin – 4 new BMTA bus stops and 2 taxi stops
16) Chatuchak Park – 5 new BMTA bus stops and 1 taxi stop
17) Kamphaengphet – 2 new BMTA bus stops and 1 taxi stop
18) Bang Sue – 3 new BMTA bus stops
There will be 4 new passenger areas (as a temporary substitute to park and ride facilities)
1) Sam Yan – in the Chula Hi Tech Center – a connector to BMTA buses (to and from Si Phraya and Rama IV Road)
2) Phetburi – in-bound section of Asok-Phetburi Intersection (opposite to the Embassy of Japan) – a new parking lot
3) Thai Cultural Center (opposite the Pork Kung Phao Seafood Restaurant) – a new parking lot
4) Ratchadaphisek – (opposite the Plathong Karat Building) – a new parking lot
Subway IPO – Business Day, February 19, 2003 & Thai subway boss makes safety pledge – The Nation, February 19, 2003 (And the same story a day later from the
Post, the strangely titled: Trains will open from the inside)
Official subway update – translated and summarized from the Thai-language Bangkok Metro website, February 17, 2003
The latest route map is here. For the progress in construction the 1st phase of Blue Line- 99.54% complete (behind by 0.35%), overall progress – 83.03 % (behind by
12.50%). Opening date – April 13, 2004 (Hua Lamphong and Bangsue). This is made possible by a 10 million Euro payment to Siemens to speed up the rolling
stock production.
The Southern Extension to start by the end of 2003?
PM Thaksin asked MRTA not to use the design and build process since he does not want the budget to increase. He has asked MRTA to cut the construction cost by
30% and add as much local content as possible. Thus MRTA will reduce the underground floors by one floor (the accommodation floor/floor for the shops) and will
try other ways to further cut costs so as to start the construction by the end of 2003.
Northern Extension and Orange Line on hold
Only an environmental assessment will be performed on the Northern Extension and Orange line, as the economy has not yet recovered.
Note: MRTA should consider running feeder boats along the canals to pick the passengers who live and work along Phadung Krungkasem moat and San Saeb canal,
but need to ask BMA if they are going to allow MRTA to do so. If not, then MRTA would need to ask BMA to extend boat service along the canals. BMTA also
needs to reroute some buses to feed MRTA instead of competing with them.

430 million to be paid to speed up subway car delivery – Business Day, January 15, 2002
Bangkok Metro (Metro), the operator of Thailand’s soon to be first subway system, said yesterday it was ready to pay Siemens an additional 10 million euros or
about 430 million baht to speed up the manufacture of the rolling stock to get the trains running if not on time then sooner than feared. The Metro announced a
revised — earlier — date for the inauguration of its subway train services, They will now begin on April 13 next year,to mark the celebration of Songkran, the
water-throwing festival, that marks the start of the Thai new year….The Metro postponed the proposed start after switching suppliers for its $315 million trains
and operating system to Siemens instead of France’s Alstom….The construction works of tunnel and the actual subway system is reported to be about 99 percent
complete and it just has to wait for the actual trains to run test-operations.
Want subway cars earlier? Pay an extra 400 million baht – Bangkok Post, December 28, 2002
First there was a long delay in choosing the vendor to make the cars. When Siemens was chosen, it was a shock choice as Japan loaned billions for the subway with
the understanding that Japanese suppliers would be favored. Now the Post reports: Siemens Co of Germany is demanding an additional 400 million baht for the
earlier delivery of subway trains– in May 2004 instead of August that year. This is a telling delay. The parties involved only recently admitted that the service would
not start until August, 2004. This article seems to suggest that the trains might not be delivered until then. That would mean months of testing before the service
would start, delaying the opening until late 2004 or early 2005.
Readjusting bus lines for the subway – translated and summarized from Dailynews, December 18, 2002
MRTA has asked BMTA to readjust bus routes to move more passengers to the subway and to avoid competition. However, the joint ticket system has not been
delivered yet, and after 2 years of proposal, it may not be functional on the first day of subway service.
The civil engineering on the subway is 99% done. Only work on details and decoration remains. MRTA said the first set of rolling stock will be delivered to
Thailand in July 2003. For the bus route readjustment, BMTA said they agreed to readjust 24 air-conditioned bus lines. However, BMTA must clarify the
readjustment and readjust the bus stops so as to feed MRTA lines instead of competing since BMTA is going to raise ticket prices for air-conditioned buses by 2 baht
(to a maximum 20-22 baht). BTA must make a PR effort to ensure Bangkokians know about the changes on their familiar bus routes.
Commentary: MRTA found that the following four stations have suitable area to construct more park and ride facilities: Sam Yan, Phetburi, Thai Cultural Center,
and Ratchadaphisek.
Ratchada flyover linking Park and Ride to be done on December 12 – translated and summarized from Dailynews, December 5, 2002
MRTA is going to finish the connection between the Ratchada flyover and the Park & Ride facility on December 12. The Park & Ride will be opened on Children
Day in 2003 (about a year from now) to get some revenue for those who live and work in Ratchada-Lad Phrao area. The building is already done, but the toll
collecting system and internal decoration are not done yet. The Park and Ride will allow BMTA buses, automobile taxi cabs, motorcycle taxi cabs, and taxi vans to
be used to transfer passengers.
On Children Day 2003, MRTA will allow children to go into Park and Ride facility and the Ratchadaphisek and Lad Phrao stations.
More giant shopping malls spurred by subway development – translated and summarized from Thansetthakij – December 1-4, 2002
Retailers are scrambling to grab land around MRTA stations. Bonanza Group is hoarding land around Phahonyothin Station to set up a 30-floor hotel and plaza to
rival Central Plaza. Central Group (owner of Central Plaza) is going to create Rama IX Plaza Mall to rival Fortune Town. Robinson and Dusit Thani group are
creating Shopping Plaza near Silom Station after readjusting the buildings around Dusit Thani Hotel.
Bonanza Group at Phahonyothin Station
The 115.812-billion baht MRTA blue line subway has spurred investment and land development along the route, especially in downtown areas. So far Siam
Chatuchak Co.Ltd. (owned by Bonanza Group) has purchased 30-rai of land around Phahonyothin Station to set up a 30-floor hotel and a 5-floor plaza mall with a
price tag of 4-billion baht. Bonanza group said that the first phase will be done and ready for opening on the first days of MRTA services.
Dusit Thani and Standard Chartered Building
Dusit Thani PCL (owner of Dusit Thani Hotel) are planning to turn the Standard Charter Building (not far from Dusit Thani Hotel) into a shopping plaza.
Central Group at Rama 9 Station – no threat to Fortune Town across the street?
Central Group (Central Patthana PCL) has 22-rai of land opposite Fortune Town to create a giant mall near Rama IX station. The cornerstone will be laid very soon.
CP Plaza (the owner of IT Mall – the second Panthip at Fortune Town) invested 100 million baht to give the IT Mall a new look. Central Group is not considered a
rival since they have different targets – Central want to be a new Siam Square while IT Mall want to be another MBK.
Future plans for Robinson Ratchada
There are also the plans to connect Fortune Town and Robinson (Ratchada Branch) to MRTA stations. Robinson Ratchada is investing 140 million baht to have three
markets at the same place – home decoration, work, and electronic appliances – after Robinson has clearing their debts, getting out of financial rehabilitation, and
back to their business in the stock market. The area in front of Robinson Ratchada will become Ratchada Pavilion – night entertainment center along
Ratchadaphisek.
Commentary: No Intercontinental Hotel for Paragon: MBK Development (owner of Maboonkrong Center – a
mobile phone mall in BKK) has purchased 28.58% of stock from Six Continents Hotels (the foreign partnership of the
defunct Siam Intercontinental) – with a price tag of 900 million baht to become a majority shareholder in Siam
Paragon. Siam Paragon now has the top three local retailers as majority holders–Bangkok Intercontinental Hotels (the
owner of Siam Center, Siam Discovery Center, Siam Tower, and Siam Car Park – experts trendy and teen markets), the
Mall (a giant player in the family and high-end markets – developed The Emporium) – and MBK (leader for the mass
market around Pathumwan). Siam Paragon will be completed in 2005.
More trouble for Bangkok’s World Trade Center
On the other hand, Central Patthana still gotten stuck in the disputes with WTC tenants, the Crown Property Bureau,
AMC, and the Siam Commercial Bank PCL over the World Trade Center. Central Patthana wants to invest in the
centrally located, debt-ridden, and incomplete World Trade Center. Maybe its problems are a Royal Curse from Prince
Juthathuj’s family (the owner of Phatchaboon Palace – which become the World Trade Center).

Bangkok’s World Trade Center (on the left)

Government demands the subway open in January, 2004 – The Nation, November 23, 2002
In issuing the directive, Suriya is also sending a signal to the authorities in charge of the construction of the Suvarnabhumi International Airport to ensure that the
new airport is opened by mid-2004.
Subway cars to look exactly like Skytrain cars? – First cars to arrive on November 28, 2003 – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, November 2124, 2002
If you look at the model of the 12-billion baht (350 million Euro) subway rolling stock model produced by Siemens, you would think that Siemens’ engineers have
modified the leftover rolling stock of the Skytrain since it has a very similar shape and red-blue stripes like the Skytrain rolling stock (also produced by Siemens).
They are nearly identical twins.
However, the officers at Siemens (Thailand) Co.Ltd. told Prachachart correspondents that the subway rolling stock will be a brand new design, but Siemens decided
to follow the Skytrain as a model for the subway since Thai people feel very familiar with the Skytrain. The 30-month time frame is so tight that Siemens opted to
use the Skytrain as a model so they can meet the deadline. It is impossible to put Skytrain rolling stock to run in Subway tunnels without major modifications. Even
the readjustment of subway rolling stocks’ shape will delay the production by three months. Nevertheless, the MRTA specifications are very similar to the Skytrain
rolling stock produced by Siemens.
The external parts of Subway model are almost the same as the Skytrain – 3-bogey cars, 107.1 metric tons, ability to carry loads of 152.7 metric tons, 80 km/hr
maximum speed. However, the roof of subway rolling stock is a little more convex. The front mirrors on both sides will be almost high as the gates, and there are
differences in the opening and closing of gates and windows, hand rails, driver cabs, and passenger seats.
The color stripes will be red-blue-yellow, red-blue of MRTA and blue-yellow of BMCL. Siemens hasn’t decided where to place the MRTA and BMCL logos yet
even though the future logo of the 6-cycle of Her Majesty The Queen (HM The Queen’s birthday on August 12, 2004) will definitely be at the center.

Siemens will start producing the first set of rolling stock on November 20, 2002 – 12 days ahead of the schedule. Siemens will handle all aspects it can while
purchasing some items from Japanese firms (according to the condition of the JBIC loan) such as the gates and platform systems, the ticket collecting, instruments
for the high power system and so on. The first set will be finished and delivered to Bangkok on November 28, 2003. After that, Siemens will deliver three sets a
month.
BMCL refuses to pay subway fine and other subway odds and ends – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, November 21-24, 2002
BMCL told correspondents from Prachachart Thurakij that they will refuse to pay the 7 million baht daily fine to MRTA since it is the government’s fault that
caused the 13-month delay. Nevertheless, MRTA promises that the subway will be open on August 12, 2004. For the commercial development of stations area,
BMCL will transfer the responsibility of commercial development by making a joint venture with other private sectors which have experience and expertise with
commercial development. So far, 7-11 is making a reservation to rent commercially-viable areas in the subway stations and CP group is planning to dig a tunnel
connecting Fortune Town with Rama IX Station. Ch. Karnchang’s subsidiary is planning to invest on an underground super center mall at the Park and Ride facility
to add more revenue.
The woes of Ch Karnchang – The Nation, November 20, 2002
Ch Karnchang leads the BMCL subway consortium.
Subway start derailed until May 2004 – The Bangkok Post, November 18, 2002
Signing was originally scheduled for July 1999, with the service to start in July 2003. The signing was delayed for 13 months, until Aug 1, 2000, but the start-up
date was left unchanged….He blamed the delay on the MRTA, which he said had been slow in having the government endorse the contract signing. It was not
BMCL’s fault, and the company would not accept enforcement of the delay penalty in the contract–a fine of seven million baht a day.
Subway redesign cuts costs by B7bn – Underground floors reduced on extension – Bangkok Post, November 13, 2002
Only 3% of Bangkok residents were being served by railways, compared to about 70% in Japan…
Connecting the Skytrain and Subway – translated and summarized from Thairath, November 11, 2002
MRTA Governor Praphat told the press that MRTA had discussion with BMA and BTSC about plans to implement free transfers between MRTA Subway with
BTSC Skytrain according to the urgent directions from Premier Thaksin. MRTA and BTSC have agreed about the plan to implement free transfer between Silom
Station and Saladaeng Station. MRTA and BTSC will handle the expense, but MRTA will pay first and then BTSC and BMA will pay them back later. MRTA is
working on design details and summarizing the expenses for this project.
MRTA will construct connection routes at the gate near Dusit Thani Hotel and the overpass near Robinson Silom. After that, the route will follow the Skytrin pillars
as a via duct to Saladaeng Station with a connection to Robinson Silom. Robinson will pay for the part of the walkway that connects to its building.
For other interchanges, MRTA is working on the tunnel across Phaholyothin. After that, there will be stairs going up to connect with Mochit Skytrain Station. The
samething will be done at Asok/Sukhumvit Station. All three interchanges will be done and ready for service before the opening of subway on August 12, 2004.
MRTA is going to invite BTSC to discuss the tickets connecting the two system in the next few weeks.
Subway delayed one year – Business Day, October 25, 2002
What 2b has reported for years is now official: "The entire project is as much as 57.36 percent behind schedule and the BMCL has admitted the delay and said it
would start operation on August 2004," he said after his inspection tour.
Full list of updated subway station names – October 18, 2002
Here’s a complete list of subway station names (translated and summarized from the MRTA website). This week several station names were changed to be more in
keeping with what locals would call them.
Skytrains in the subway? – translated and summarized – Thairath, September 9, 2002
MRTA Director Praphat Jongsa-nguan discussed with BTS about borrowing 1-2 sets of rolling stock to run in subway tunnels for software testing since Siemens will
not be able to deliver rolling stocks for the subway until July 2003. The subway tracks and traffic control systems are done, but there are no cars for testing the
system. Therefore, MRTA would like to borrow 1-2 unused Skytrain cars to test system software (to test parking at the station platforms and pulling out of the
station, etc.).
Siemens has confirmed that Skytrain cars can be used in subway tunnels due to a similar control system, but Skytrain rolling stock requires new software since the
rolling stock doors must be opened at the same time as the station platform gates. A new set of software will enable both gates to be opened at the same time without
problems.
BTSC has used 26-27 sets of rolling stock (from 35 sets) and BTSC is ready to rent some to MRTA, but both companies have to discuss the period of leasing,
payment, and transportation from Mochit Depot to MRTA Depot in Huay Kwang.
New Ratchada-Lad Phrao flyover – translated and summarized – Matichon Daily, July 25, 2002
The new Ratchada-Lad Phrao flyover wll be done by the end of August 2002 (with 2 traffic lanes closed for constructing the ramp to park and Ride) and MRTA Park
and Ride will be opened for service in March 2003.
Plan to extend subway to Thon Buri gets support – Bangkok Post, July, 9, 2002
Subway extension budget rejected – summarized and translated – Daily News, July 4, 2002 & Thairath, July 5,2002
Office of Secretariat, Ministry of Finance (MoF) has issued a statement to MRTA: "Even though the Southern Extension of MRTA Subway (Hua Lamphong – Bang
Wah -> 8.7 km) will definitely boost the number of passengers for the MRTA blue line subway, MoF will not approve the proposed 42 billion baht budget for the
Southern Extension of subway since the government has a policy to limit the loans from the foreign creditors to US$1 billion (40 billion baht) a year. The Southern
extension would gobble up all the foreign loans the government plans to allocate…. Furthermore, MoF would like to see the actual number of passengers after
opening the service so that MoF would be able to grant the budget for MRTA according to the demands from the subway passengers."
MRTA has requested 42 billion baht for the Southern Extension of the Blue Line since it has to dig the tunnels without opening the road surface in the Yaowaraj
area, Wang Boorapha area, and the Grand Palace.
Commentary: The government should encourage domestic creditors to grant more loans to MRTA and BMCL as a substitute to the JBIC loan. At least, domestic
loans have no strings attached to buy and rent the equipment from Japan as well as the obligation to allow Japanese contractors to work on the project. Even though
the domestic loans have higher costs (interest rates) than JBIC loans, domestic borrowing carries no exchange rate risk. Probably government savings bonds of at
least 500 billion baht for writing off bad debts will be the collateral for loans from domestic banks.
More commentary: Many southern Thonburi (Thung Khru, Bang Mod, Ratboorana, Bang Bon, Bang Pakok, Jomthong, Dao Khanong, Samreh) and western
Samutprakarn (Phrapadaeng – Phrasamut Jedee) feel upset that OCMLT and MRTA have assigned the southern extension of the Blue line to terminate at Phetkasem
area because they believe that the Taksin Extension to Phetkasem to Bang Wah would be adequate enough for those who live along Phetkasem (Bang Wah) and
Ratchadaphisek (Tha Phra).
Those who live in southern Thonburi and western Samut Prakarn said they have to endure travel by bus (BMTA and private concession) which is infrequent and
provides lousy service, compared to those who live on the Phranakhon side of Bangkok or even those who live along Ratchadaphisek (Tha Phra) and Phetkasem.
Even though MRTA has Orange line (Bang Kapi – Ratboorana) in their shelf, it would take 10 years to start the project, 20 years from today (2002) to complete the
Orange line project and another 10 years from 2022 to create the network.
Siemens insisting that rollings stock done on time, ready for the (partial) opening in August 2003
Thairath, May 22, 2002
Summarized in English
Ockert Van Zyl (CEO of Siemens (Thailand) Co.Ltd. – the producer of the rolling stock for BMCL) told the press on May 21 that Siemens will produce and deliver
the rolling stock within 30 months from February 2002 which implies that Siemens has to deliver all 19 sets of rolling stocks not later than August 2004. Therefore,
Thai people will see the sample set of subway roling stock within 2 years. However, the starting date for subway depends upon BMCL’s decision.

Ockert said the company is gathering officers in the company (most are Thai officers) to run the the project and use equipment (mostly from Germany and Japan) to
implement the project. So far, MRTA has approved the preliminary design of rolling stock done by Thai architechs and engineers in Siemens (Thailand).
The reasons for this company wants to import some equipment from Japan is that the company wants to make a good connection with JBIC (the major creditor of
MRTA) and Japanese companies. Siemens will sign a contract with the Japanese company to supply Siemens with automatic platform doors and automatic fee
collecting machines in the next two weeks. Ockert insists that the company will definitely supply the 19 sets of rolling stock on time.
MRTA has readjusted the opening date -> from partial opening at the end of 2002 to partial opening date in August 2003.
No early opening as trains cannot be delivered earlier
by Charoen Kittikanya and Supoj Wancharoen, excerpted from the Bangkok Post, May 22, 2002
Bangkok’s first subway line cannot begin service before August 2004, despite hopes for an earlier partial opening, because the delivery of the trains cannot be
brought forward.
Ockert Van Zyl, chief executive officer of Siemens Co, said yesterday the company would deliver the trains on schedule, but no earlier because the production
schedule was already tight.
Bangkok Metro Co Ltd (BMCL) signed a 14-billion-baht contract last December for Siemens to supply 19 trains for the subway as well as signalling and fare
collection systems. The task must be complete 30 months from Feb 22, with the deadline of August 2004.
The Mass Rapid Transit Authority (MRTA), the project’s owner, had hoped to partially open the long-delayed 20km service from Hua Lamphong to Bang Sue late
this year, and the full route in mid-2003.
Van Zyl said Siemens had initially proposed delivery of the trains in 36 months but the subway concessionaire, BMCL, had cut the period to 30 months.
Siemens had supplied trains for the BTS elevated system and that the contract had set the delivery at 39 months, he said….
Subway news – April 24, 2002
From various MRTA sources
MRTA has changed the station named "Bon Kai" to "Klong Toei" since Momjaoying Kornnikah Jitraphongse has suggested MRTA via her letter from Tamnak Plai
Noen that Bon Kai commune covered from Wireless Road to the Maenam Railway (a railway from Makkasan Station to Port Authority of Thailand – now used
ONLY for cargo transportation) while the area around the Bonkai station is called "Klong Toei". MRTA accepted the suggestion.
The construction of MRTA subway is about 94.25% done by the end of March 2002.
1) Southern Tunnels (Hua Lamphong – Huay Kwang) – 96.26% done
2) Northern Tunnels (Bangsue – Huay Kwang) – 91.80% done
MRTA is now dealing with the installation of electro-mechanic systems and decoration of the 18 stations.
MRTA has installed 72 ventilators (of 90 ventilators) in the tunnels and 56 ventilators (of 72 ventilators) under the floors of 18 stations. MRTA has finished installing
heat detector systems within the tunnels.
3) MRTA finished the construction of the depot and maintenance center in October 2001–3 months in advance.
4) Design, procurement, and installation of rails is 95.11% done. Some subway rails and power rails within the maintenance center and the tunnels are still being
installed.
5) The design, procurement, and installation of escalators and elevators is 85.77% done. MRTA has installed 50 sets of elevators (of 62 sets) and 245 sets of
escalators (of 254 sets).
BMCL has finished the preliminary design of rolling stock and is working on the final design. MRTA will do the best to ensure that BMCL and Siemens AG deliver
the 19 rolling stocks on time.
Momjaoying Kornnikah Jitraphongse
Some background on Momjaoying Kornnikah Jitraphongse mentioned in his subway update below: Momjaoying Kornnikah Jitraphongse is the daughter of the late
Prince Naritsara (1863-1947). Prince Naritsara is considered the best master of traditional Thai arts. The Prince built Tamnak Plai Noen in Klong Toei area.
Tamnak Plai Noen became a place to perform traditional Thai music and other traditional arts every year on April 28 (the birthday of Prince Naritsara). Prince
Naritsara was the younger half-brother of Prince Damrong (both prince are sons of King Mongkut, but with different mothers). Prince Naritsara designed the
garuda (mythical bird with a human body) symbol and garuda seal which became the national symbol of Siam (later on Thailand) with the Royal Proclamation of
1911 by King Vajiravut.
Workin’ on the subway for 175 baht (US$4) a day
From Manager Sunday, March 10, 2002
Summarized in English, online in Thai here
The humming noises from drills and other machines underground are now gone since the tunnels of the MRTA Blue line subway are nearly done. Only less than 100
workers are left to work on the details and decoration from 400-500 workers who once worked on drilling the tunnels.
Only bad thing about the installation of the subway system is that since BMCL is still in financial trouble, there is a delay in the construction of the subway gates
that will drag the project past the 2003 opening schedule.
Nevertheless, we should never forget those 400-500 workers who work from dawn to dusk like moles digging the tunnels and acting like a little gears pushing the
project forward to become a reality.
Umporn Rottape (37 year old male foreman in wood section from Lampang) said that after going back to see his family, he got lots of questions from his folks about
what the subway will look like. He replied that he hasn’t seen the whole system … only the rails and tunnels. He told his folks to watch American movies to see
what a subway looks like. He remarked that when he was in the foremen’s hut with air-conditioning it was very cool compared to the hot and humid underground
tunnels.
Initially, Mr. Umporn said he felt scared and had no clue what the subway tunnels would look like, but he got accustomed to such wrenched conditions quickly. In
addition to the security at the construction sites, the workers had to deal with tunnel digging–down to 15-25 meters below street level. The 3rd underground level
(the lowest) is for tunnels and the subway platforms, the 2nd underground level is for ticket selling, and the first underground level is for commercial proposes.
Initially, there were two sections for workers to dig tunnels around the clock -> 07:00 AM to 06:00 PM and 06:00 PM to 07:00 AM. It’s very dangerous work and a
health hazard, so workers have to take a breath outside every three hours. Even the giant ventilator fans don’t help in dealing with dust very much.
After construction progressed for a while, the tunnel became cooler due to shade from the covers. The 5th and the last section of major construction caused much
heat again. The 5th section is station roof construction, filling, and restoring traffic lanes, footpaths and islet improvement.
For health security, doctors must be stationed around the clock …. and NO
EATING INSIDE THE CONSTRUCTION SITES! – OTHERWISE, YOU’RE FIRED!
Phet Boonthong (a 41 year old male from Khonkaen) said he is handling the construction of a ventilation system at Entrance 1 and receives 175 baht daily (about
US$4 a day). The camp for workers is 200 meters from the construction site.
Phet said he used to work on bridge construction at Samsen before working at the subway. He could not be afraid of the 20-meter deep tunnels since he needed to get
a job for survival anyway in 1998. He has had only minor accidents – stepping on nails, having material fall on his feet, and the worst of all was concrete dropping
on his his head and causing it to bleed.
Phet and his friend are the first men to travel the subway – they walk along the tunnels daily. He said it is quite a strange experiences, but it will definitely be very
nice if they have a chance to ride on the first trip of the subway (probably at 5 AM on August 12, 2004).
Phet and Umporn said they will be sad after finishing the construction since they have lived with the tunnels for very long time. They already have lots of tales to tell
their children and grandchildren. They want take their children and grandchildren to ride on the subway when it opens.
Responses from readers
1. 175 baht a day wage? That’s very little! Phet and co. deserve more than that! Nevertheless, MRTA should take a photograph of all workers and put their names
along the photo in a museum (at Hua Lamphong Station) and let them ride free on the first day of operation – those rural people are working for the convenience
from Bangkokians.
2. Phet & Umporn, you are REAL heroes! MRTA should make a hall of fame for the subway workers.
3. I’m glad there have been no serious accidents. I agree with Phet that the subway workers should have a chance to ride on the first subway trips. I’m really fed up
with the traffic jams due to the construction. I hope that MRTA will finish the work and open the service as soon as possible.

MRTA pushing the southern extension to the cabinet – Expected to be open for service in early 2009
Matichon Daily, March 5, 2002
Thairath Daily, March 5, 2002
Prachachart Thurakij, March 4-7, 2002
Dailynews, March 4, 2002
Yiamchai Chatkaeo (Deputy Governor of MRTA) said MRTA is pushing forward the 13.8-km southern extension of blue line subway (Hua Lamphong – Bang Khae)
to the cabinet. Initially, the 8.7-km section (Hua Lamphong – Bang Wah) will be constructed. However, NESDB has suggested that MRTA should push the southern
extension to Bangkhae at once since the extension to Bang Khae would solve the worsening traffic problems in Thonburi, Rattankosin Island (AKA City Center),
and Yaowarat area (Bangkok Chinatown).
Mushell Co. Ltd. told MRTA that the southern extension will save 14 billion baht annually in energy bills, cut down the cost from air and noise pollution by 0.58
billion baht a year, create jobs for about 5,000 workers during the construction, and boost the number of daily passengers for the 1st phase of MRTA blue line
subway by 45,000 passenger a day.
The total construction cost for the southern extension will be 51.241 billion baht (48.214 billion for the construction cost, land expropriation, system installation,
rolling stock, and an additional three billion baht for four subway stations in the city center and Thonburi, digging tunnels without opening the land surface, and
creating the underwater tunnels). MRTA expects to open the Southern extension in early 2009 (probably April 6, 2009).
The eight subway stations with the most potential for development
Prachachart Thurakij, February 25 – 28, 2002
MRTA is revealing plans for development along eight subway stations to create the main businesses, apartments and condominiums, hotels, entertainment, and park
and rides to attract as many passengers as possible, starting at Hua Lamphong station.
Prachachart Thurakij correspondents reported on the meeting between OCMLT, MRTA, and Mushell Co.Ltd. (a consultant company MRTA hired for 72.868 million
baht). Mushell Co. Ltd. reported the results from the studies and design of connecting facilities as well as the land development around MRTA subway stations and
the proposed southern extension.
Mushell Co. Ltd. has selected eight important subway stations by making a 40% consideration on transportation engineering, 30% environment,and 30% business
opportunities. There will be three phases of commercial developments: short term (2003 – 2005), middle term (2006 – 2010) and long term (2011 – 2021)
The outlook for the eight subway stations:
1. Hua Lamphong Station
This station will be developed as the main business area with the service areas for commercial proposes. There will be high-rise apartments and condominiums,
except for the buildings preserved by Department of Fine Arts. This area also becomes a transportation center and an interchange for those who live inside and
outside the southern section of the city center, those who live in western sections of Bangkok, and those who live along the Chao Phraya River. The Hua Lamphong
area also needs to have new and improved footpaths, more green areas, and shade along footpaths and the Phadung Krungkasem Canal.
2. Sirikit Station
This station has the potential to be developed to fit into the current BMA city plan. This station needs more facilities to add more convenience. The residential area
will have to be developed to meet high standards, commercial land developed, and green areas opened area for a new public park (around Ratchada Lake in Tobacco
Monopoly Factory).
3. Sukhumvit Station
This station will be developed as the main business area since there will be 2 mass transit systems (MRTA Subway and BTSC Skytrain) interchanged there,
facilitating traveling and adding potential for land development.
4. Phetburi Station
This station has very high potential, suitable to be developed as a main business, trading, and commercial area since it is situated in an important business area.
Furthermore, this station is connected with the main roads and has an interchange with 2 mass transit systems (MRTA Subway and SRT Railways).
5. Rama 9 Station
There will be a medium-density community with large-scale residential buildings, trading areas, hotels, entertainment (now, there are some "soap lands" (massage
parlors) in this area), tourist shops (now there is "The Golden Place" – an SME shop set up by His Majesty and Charoen Pokkhaphand PCL – a local food processing
giant).
6. Tiam Ruammit Station
There will be many passengers using this station. Therefore, the area along the station will be an important business and commercial area.
7. Ratchada Station
This area will have a development for communities with high density. It will become a private residential area with related facilities, and additional commercial and
business buildings along both sides of Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road. Since it is a "pass-by station" (not a junction), there’s no important commercial area close to
this station to attract more people.
8. Lad Phrao Station
This area will emphasize residential and public utility development, and a bureaucratic center. The private sector will have a big role in the business and commercial
land development since there will be Park and Ride facility. The commercial area will be along both sides of Lad Phrao Road and the residential area will be behind
the commercial area.
The Short term development states that MRTA has to improve the footpaths, set up hawker stalls, convenience stores, park and ride facilities (in the forms of
buildings and parking lots), and new BMTA bus stations. All of them have to be done by the opening day on December 5, 2003. Hua Lamphong will be the first
subway station to be developed in such a way. All eight subway stations will have commercial developments within a 500-meter radius.
Commentary: ITV has reported that MRTA is pushing the southern extension of Blue line subway so as to connect city center and Thonburi with other districts of
Bangkok.
Also: Even though QSNCC has a plan to construct a 5-star hotel in the land of Tobacco Monopoly Factory since 1991, they have not started yet. QSNCC is at Soi
Nana Tai (Sukhumvit 4).
Also: BMA trying to change the Huay Kwang district into Rama 9 District, but it has not been approved yet.
Subway update
February 21, 2002
Krungthai Bank PCL (KTB) injected a 14 billion baht worth of loans to BMCL after three private Banks (Bank of Ayudhaya PCL, Siam City Bank PCL, Thai
Military Bank PCL) declined to do so to ensure BMCL could purchase the first batch of subway rolling stock to be paid for at the end of February 2002. KTB
considers the subway project to be a national project with quite low risk. KTB expect that they will reap the the profit from the loan interest… (from Prachachart
Thurakij, February 20, 2002)
The Civil Works section of the subway is 90% complete. Domestic creditors are going to give the first part of the loan to BMCL to purchase subway system from
Siemens. It would take 30 months for the first set of rolling stocks to be delivered and the rest will be done in the next 15 months after the first set has been delivered

(total 45 months). If BMCL fails to open subway service on the work on time, MRTA will impose a fine of 7 million Baht a day. (FromDailynews, February 21,
2002)
However, Thaipost (February 21, 2002) said that MRTA got lots of headaches due to the delay of opening date …. It may be very hard if not impossible to open
Subway service on December 5, 2003. MRTA also is pushing the 14-km Southern extension project (Hua Lamphong – Tha Phra – Bang Khae) very hard so that the
project will receive the budget approval from the cabinet.
The southern extension will have a price tag of 40 billion baht. First 9 km (Hua Lamphong – Tha Phra) will be a subway while the last 5 km will be a skytrain.
MRTA will ask BMCL if they can handle the extension. If so, BMCL will be awarded the concession of the Southern extension.
MRTA Governor change
Dailynews, February 21, 2002
The MRTA Board has approved Mr. Chakkrawut Salayaphongse (member of ETA Board) work as an acting MRTA Governor while Praphat Jongsa-nguan has
voluntarily transferred himself to work at PM Office from February 19 to April 19, 2002 so that the investigators could clear the 6.2 billion baht expressway scandal.
MRTA may try to seek new partner – Bangkok Metro has a month to get loans
by Supoj Wancharoen, excerpted from the Bangkok Post, February 12, 2002
The Mass Rapid Transit Authority might look for a new concessionaire if Bangkok Metro Co fails to secure its first batch of loans within the month to buy subway
trains. MRTA governor Prapat Chongsanguan went to Germany last month to inspect operations at Siemens, the firm BMCL contracted to supply electric trains. He
said Siemens could deliver the first subway train in 17 months if BMCL secured the first lot of loans within this month (actually by Feb 28, 2002). But the train
delivery and the subway’s opening schedule would be delayed if financing is further delayed, he said…
Commentary: MRTA governor (Mr. Prapat Chongsanguan) has been temporarily sacked (Feb 13, 2002) due to his involvement with 6.2-billion baht BangnaBangpakong Expressway Scandal when he was working at ETA. I suspect that Ch. Karnchang may want to receive some part of the 6.2 billion Baht which is the
BBCD’s compensation for Bangna-Bangpakong Expressway supposed to be paid by the government. (BBCD a subsidiary of Ch.Karnchang which handles the 2nd
stage Expressway and Bangna – Bangpakong Expressway)
MRTA explaining to JBIC the reasons for not using the Japanese subway system
Thairath Daily, January 14, 2002
Director Praphat Jongsa-nguan told JBIC that the reason BMCL selected Siemens as the supplier for MRTA subway instead of Alstrom-Mitsubishi was that the price
quoted by Siemens was 14 billion baht while the price quoted by Alstrom-Mitsubishi was 16.380 billion baht.
JBIC said the bank has no objection to the bidding process since BMCL has to get approval from the creditors before selecting the winner. However, JBIC felt
suspicious about the way Siemens cut their quoted price to win the approval from BMCL and the creditors since the prices are very different. Therefore, JBIC asks
MRTA to investigate the details of Siemens’ subway system and see if the details have met all the criteria specified within the contract between MRTA and BMCL.
There was a rumor that Siemens will install the system used by the Skytrain to cut down their bidding price. However, Director Praphat said Siemens would and
should never do such a thing since the contract with BMCL states that the MRTA Subway System must be a new Heavy Rail Transit System minted the factory, not
a Light Rail Transit used by Skytrain since the subway system will be bigger and able to carry more passengers than Skytrain system.
Furthermore, Siemens could cut their price by transferring some of their men who had handled the BTSC project and related equipment to install the Subway System
quicker. On the other hand, Alstrom-Mitsubishi would have to recruit new men and transport their equipment from outside of Thailand, so their price is more
expensive than Siemens’.
There was also a rumor that JBIC is going to force Siemens to buy subway equipment from Japan if Siemens wants to get the approval from JBIC. However,
Director Praphat said MRTA has asked (or begged) Siemens to buy Japanese equipment to calm down JBIC. Siemens said they have no objection to buying Japanese
equipment since Siemens has to order some equipment such as the ticket checking systems and ticket vendor machines from other firms including the Japanese
firms.
Siemens signs Bt13.7-bn contract
excerpted from The Nation, January 11, 2002
Siemens Transportation Systems of Germany has signed a 350-million euro (Bt13.73 billion) contract with Bangkok Metro Corp for the supply and maintenance of
Thailand’s first subway system….
Wisarut reports on subway news from Matichon Daily
January 11, 2002
1) Japan angry after Siemens beats Alstrom-Mitsubishi in the 14 billion-baht subway deal
Premier Koisumi Going to Grill Premier Thaksin during the Visiting to Thailand
The subway bidding has not been settled because Premier Koisumi is going to grill Premier Thaksin after Alstrom-Mitsubishi lost the subway bidding to Siemens.
Premier Thksin is asking MRTA and to explain the reasons for choosing Siemens.
BECL and Siemens (Thailand) Co.Ltd. signed the contract for installation of subway systems and the maintainanace of the Blue Line Subway on January 9 which
will be done within 30 months. However, Alstrom-Mitsubishi refuses to believe that they are losers in the bidding game. They thought that they were winner since
they got the best score and Siemens is just the only contender (the other two bidders failed to be accepted). BECL selected Siemens since the company has no
financial problems and the cost for the 10-year contract of subway system installation and maintainance is about 350 million Euros (14 billion baht) – 2 billion baht
lower than the 16 billion-baht contract with Alstrom-Mitsubishi. Such a cost reduction would boost the financial feasibility, improve dividends for shareholders, and
cut financial risk for the creditors.
The Japanese premier (Mr. Junichiro Koisumi) is visiting Thailand on January 11, and he is going to discuss with Premier Thaksin about regional trading. He will
also grill Thaksin over the lost bidding since JBIC has granted more than 100 billion baht in loans to MRTA for civil works, but a Japanese private firm (Alstrom)
would not benefit from the project even though they got the best bidding score.
Premier Thaksin asked MRTA to explain to Premier Koisumi the reasons for choosing Siemens. MRTA replied to Premier Thaksin that even though AlstromMitsubishi got the best bidding score, the company refused to scale down the project until they submited the scaled-down plan in early January 2002 – too late to
meet the deadline of December 31, 2001. On the other hand, Siemens promptly cut down the project from 36 sets of rolling stocks to 19 sets of rolling stocks with a
price tag of 14 billion baht on time.
The subway system of Siemens was also heating up the MRTA Board since there were lots of raging arguments comparing the German system to previously
proposed Japanese systems.
Commentary: Premier Thaksin had better find a compromise for both Siemens and Mitsubishi to settle the problems to ensure continuing subway financing from
JBIC, make sure the subway ticket system is compatible with the Skytrain, and the subway opening ceremony on August 12, 2004 (the 6-cycle jubilee of Queen
Sirikit).
2) Minister Laddawan Urging MRTA to install more cameras to prevent sexual harassment

Laddawan Wongsriwongse (Duputy Minister of Labor and Social Welfare) and Mr. Thapabutra Chomsewee (Director of Labor Protection and Social Welfare Dept.)
came to see the subway construction progress at Rama IX Station. MRTA reported that the construction is nearly done.
After visiting Rama IX Station (a three-floor station – the biggest subway station), Ms. Laddawan said she felt very worried about the safety for children and ladies
for using subway service. The dangers from petting, sexual harassment, and rape could break out since the station is underground. She said MRTA should employ
every measure to ensure the safety within the stations. MRTA relied to Ms. Laddawan that MRTA has installed closed circuit cameras at every corner to ensure the
safety of passengers. MRTA also asked the Royal Thai Police to send police officers to every station to stop any attempts to commit crimes.
Ch. Karnchang has the upper hand in the rolling stock purchase
Prachachart Thurakij, January 7, 2002
BMCL has the upper hand compared to the supplier after signing an 11-billion baht loan contract with domestic creditors. BMCL choose Siemens to implement the
subway system due to price dumping while shamelessly tearing up the contract with Alstrom-Mitsubishi.
A source from BMCL (subsidiary of Ch. Karnchang PCL) told the correspondents from Prachachart Thurakij on December 27, 2001 that BMCL had signed the
contract with Siemens to produce and install the subway system without the option to become a new BMCL shareholder.
The source from MRTA noticed that there was a surprising change in supplier selection done by the private sector. Before such a change, BMCL had signed an
MOU with Alstrom-Mitsubishi and negotiated with Alstom-Mitsubishi without success. After MRTA issued the warning to BMCL that MRTA would revoke the
concession unless BMCL signed a contract with the supplier by the end of 2001, BMCL decided to negotiate with Siemens instead. The result of negotiations with
Siemens was successful. It was much cheaper than Alstrom-Mitsubishi–about 10-15 billion baht for 19 sets of rolling stock in baht and Euro denomination for the
initial 26.045 billion baht.
Now, BMCL is preparing for the rolling stock design before delivering to Siemens and the company has signed the 11-billion-baht loan contract with KTB
(Krungthai Bank), TMB (Thai Military Bank), BAY (Bank of Ayutthaya), and SCIB (Siam City Bank) to add in the registered capital of 6.5 billion baht. With strong
domestic backup, BMCL has strong confidence that the company could complete the project without further need of foreign creditors (such as JBIC). BMCL is
going to submit the financial plan to MRTA within a few days.
BMCL said the reason to choose Siemens was that MRTA had urged the company to make a quick negotiation. Before that, BMCL had told MRTA that BMCL had
considered two suppliers for the subway system: Alstrom-Mitsubishi and Siemens. Before making a deal with Siemens, BMCL had discussed with both suppliers
only about selling the subway system, not about shareholding.
Alstrom-Mitsubish failed to meet the requirement of BMCL–they could not cut down the production costs, it was unsuitable for the current economic downturn
which forces BMCL to carry a heavy burden and may deter creditors from granting a new loan. However, Siemens agrees to reduce the production cost down to
compete with other suppliers.
Sombut Kijjaruk (Manager Director of BMCL) told the Prachachart Thurakij correspondents that BMCL could change their minds even though BMCL had signed
an MOU with Alstrom since an MOU signing is not a real contract signing. Therefore, the company could select the company which would have the best deal.
According to previous bidding, the bidding prices were:
1. Alstrom-Mitsubishi (French-Japanese consortium) 19.036 billion baht with Cokef Bank (correct me if I have the wrong short name) as a creditor
2. Bombardier (Canadian consortium) 19.321 billion baht with EDC Bank as a creditor
3. Japan Metro Consortium (AKA JMC – Japanese consortium) 16.888 billion baht with JBIC as a creditor
4. Siemens (German consortium) 26.045 billion baht with KFW as a creditor
BMCL said they took the new financial proposal of 16.450 billion baht from Siemens.
BMCL says Siemens’ bid saves B1bn
Tender almost B2bn lower than Alstom’s
by Charoen Kittikanya and Supoj Wancharoen
excerpted from the Bangkok Post, January 5, 2002
Bangkok Metro Co Ltd (BMCL) says it will save more than one billion baht by awarding a contract to supply subway trains to Germany-based Siemens instead of
Alstom of France.
…
According to a source close to the negotiations, who asked not to be named, Alstom stood firm on its offer at 19 billion baht for the contract, while Siemens had
submitted a quote nearly two billion baht lower. Siemens was declared the surprise winner of the contract last week, even though Alstom had earlier signed a
memorandum of understanding with BMCL to supply trains and an operating system.
…
The delivery period for the subway cars and infrastructure is approximately 30 months, starting from this month. The project includes the supply of 19 three-car
units and the complete infrastructure–signalling, power supply, communications and depot equipment–as well as the project management and the maintenance of the
subway system over a 10-year period.
…
Design changes might also be needed as the MRTA and Alstom had earlier worked on some design elements, he said.
The MRTA is scheduled to open the subway’s northern line from Rama IX to Bang Sue in December this year, and to have the rest of the system operating by mid2003. But Mr Prapat said the start of the service might now be put back to the end of 2003.
Siemens wins train contract for Bangkok subway: report
AFP, December 29, 2001
Bangkok transit authorities awarded the German firm Siemens a contract worth at least 17 billion baht (385 million dollars) for trains to be used in a new subway
system, a report said Saturday. Bangkok Metro Co. Ltd (BMCL) reportedly inked the deal with Siemens before the Christmas holiday last week, turning away
bidders including Alstom of France and Bombardier of Canada, according to the Bangkok Post.
Siemens was given the contract because it was committed to helping find financial backing for the subway, which is expected to begin operation in late 2003, the
report said, quoting a BMCL source. Alstom had been considered the sure-fire winner as the company had earlier signed a pact with the BMCL for trains and
hardware, but negotiations with the French firm had reportedly failed. BMCL first called for bids from four suppliers for the project in 2000, with Siemens initially
placing the highest amount at 26 billion bahtmillion dollars), the report added.
The delivery of the subway trains was expected to take 18 months, with another six months for system testing, the Post quoted Mass Rapid Transit Authority
(MRTA) governor Prapat Chongsanguan as saying. The MRTA had planned to launch the subway’s northern line in the Thai capital in December 2002, but have said
the launch of the mass transit system would likely be delayed until late 2003.
The subway would be Thailand’s second mass transit system after the debt-burdened Skytrain, which began operation in 1999 to help alleviate the Thai capital’s
notorious traffic congestion. Siemens also supplied trains and hardware for the Skytrain in a contract worth some 25 billion baht (566 million dollars). Thailand has a
number of railway projects in the pipeline, including a suburban light rail system and an extension of the Skytrain.

Surprise win by Siemens over Alstom
Train and operating system contract worth at least B17bn
by Supoj Wancharoen and Charoen Kittikanya
excerpted from the Bangkok Post, December 29, 2001
Siemens has been declared the surprise winner of a contract worth at least 17 billion baht to supply electric trains and operating systems for the Bangkok subway.
The German-based engineering conglomerate, which also supplied the trains and operating system for the BTS skytrain, quietly signed a contract last week with
Bangkok Metro Co Ltd (BMCL), the subway operator, before the company’s European executives took a long leave to celebrate Chrismas and New Year’s. The
contract for the skytrain was worth around 25 billion baht.
Siemens was chosen for the subway project over Alstom of France, which had also lost the bid to supply the skytrain hardware despite quoting a price several billion
baht lower. A source from Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTS), said Siemens had won the skytrain job because of its commitment to help find financial support to
the project.
Alstom had been considered the certain winner for the subway contract, however, since it had earlier signed a memorandum of understanding with BMCL to supply
trains and operating system for the subway. BMCL on Dec 19 had signed a syndicated loan agreement for 11.15 billion baht with four local banks led by Krung Thai
Bank to finance the purchase of the trains and operating system.
Alstom representatives attended the loan signing ceremony along with the Mass Rapid Transit Authority governor and Somsak Thepsuthin, a Prime Minister’s
Office minister. No executives of Siemens were present. The train-supply contract with Siemens was signed at the office of White & Case, BMCL’s law firm, with
no dignitaries present as witnesses. MRTA governor Prapat Chongsanguan said that BMCL had only informed the state agency of the signing yesterday, and said it
would forward a copy of the contract next week.
The deal for the trains had been delayed several times, and Mr Prapat had set yesterday as a deadline, threatening to terminate the contract with BMCL if a contract
was not signed. BMCL said in a statement that its negotiations with Alstom had failed after several attempts.
Christian Jackqui, country president of Alstom in Thailand, said the company was unaware of the latest development. He expressed surprise since he had met with
BMCL executives yesterday to discuss some financing proposals. “We don’t know yet why the contract with us was terminated, despite the fact that we’ve worked
with BMCL and the MRTA over a year and half on the project,” he said.
BMCL last year opened the original bids from four suppliers. Siemens quoted the highest price at 26.04 billion baht, followed by Bombardier of Canada at 19.32
billion and the Alstom-led consortium at 19.03 billion. JMC (Japan-Metro Consortium) quoted the lowest price at 16.88 billion baht.
BMCL had set the reference price at 16.45 billion baht but chose to sign a memorandum of understanding with Alstom even though it was not the lowest bidder. The
two parties negotiated for a year on terms of the contract, under which Alstom was to have a 15% shareholding in BMCL. A source from BMCL said that Siemens’
offer was in line with the subway operator’s policy, which required suppliers to help arrange financial support. Siemens also offered a lower price than Alstom, he
said, but denied to give exact figures.
Mr Prapat said that, assuming the contract was valid, further talks were needed on train delivery and the possible impact on the subway’s operation. Design changes
might also be needed as the MRTA and Alstom had earlier worked on some design elements. Subway train deliveries were expected to take 18 months, and another
six months would be needed for the system testing, he said.
The MRTA is scheduled to open the subway’s northern line from Rama IX to Bang Sue in December next year, and to have the rest of the system operating by mid2003. But Mr Prapat said the start of the service was now likely to be put back to the end of 2003 at the earliest.
Further details on the subway financing
December 24, 2001
According to Prachachart Thurakij (December 20-23, 2001), BMCL has lobbied KTB and public banks to become majority shareholders so as to relieve the burden
on BMCL. BMCL could hold 15% of 6.5 billion baht shares instead of 51% of 6.5 billion baht according to the contract. Now, KTB holds 10% of shares and is
ready to grant 11.5 billion baht loan to BMCL.
So far, BMCL can handle 89.55% of 2 billion baht shares (501 million baht paid – 17.9 million shares). After receiving the order from creditors to boost the register
shares from 2 billion baht to 6.5 billion baht, BMCL decided to sell 14.9 million shares to cut down the shareholding of BMCL to 3 million shares. BECL (another
Ch. Karnchang subsidiary) would handle 3 million shares while the creditors and suppliers handle the rest.
The stock allocations would be as follows:
30% for creditors
10% for KTB
10% for TMB (even though TMB flatly refuse)
5% for Siam City Bank
5% for Ayuthaya Bank – waiting for the approval from the Board of Directors
15% for BECL
30% for Ch. Karnchang and other local investors
10% for MEA (no problem)
10% for Pension Funds (even though Permanent Secretary of the MOF refuses to do so)
25% for Suppliers (Alstorm-Mitsubishi)
TMB and Pension Funds refuse to join with other public creditors to become shareholders of the subway even though KTB (Krungthai Bank), BMB (Bangkok
Metropolitan Bank), and Siam City Bank become shareholders. TMB would prefer to grant the 3.2 billion baht loan (within the 11.5 billion baht loan) instead of
following the MRTA plan to handle 10% of shares. For the case of Pension funds, MRTA would ask Pension funds to handle 10% of shares.
The 11.5 billion baht loan consists of:
4.3 billion baht from KTB
3.2 billion baht form TMB
2.5 billion baht from Ayuthaya Bank
1.5 billion baht from Siam City Bank
Term of Loan: 15 years
Annual Interest Rate: 7.75% for the first 2 years, MLR for the rest
Suphachai Phisitwanit (head of MRTA Board of Directors and Action CEO of KTB) said KTB Board approved the investment on the subway project by granting a
11.5 billion baht loan to BMCL and 10% shareholders. The subway project is a feasible public project and KTB has no problem about granting the loan since it does
not hurt their investment portfolio.
Information on subway financing
December, 2001

Dailynews (December 4, 2001) and Bangkokpost (December 3, 2001) reported that MRTA said the opening of Subway will be delayed to December 5, 2003 instead
of December 5, 2002 since BMCL and the parners (Alstorm – Mitsubishi, Thai creditors) could not agree on the amount of shares the partners should hold. BMCL
has tried to do everything to keep the majority status (holding at least 51% of shares).
Matichon Daily (December 10, 2001) said BMCL plans to boost the registered capital up from 2 billion baht to 6.5 billion baht by the end of 2003. BMCL also
invited the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) to make a joint venture with the company by investing 5.9 billion baht on the subway–with the swift approval
from Mr. Sombut Uthaisarng (deputy Minister of Interior) who deals with both the Expressway and MEA. Journalists from Matichon Daily said there must be some
irregularities in the plan to invite MEA to make a joint venture with BMCL. The Bangna-Bang Pakong Expressway scandal already caused bitter disputes between
the government and Ch. Karnchang (BMCL ‘s mother company).
Even though the plan to invite MEA to make a joint venture failed for the time beling, it could come back again any time. BMCL invited MEA to make a joint
venture on the subway since BMCL estimated that the company would spend about 5-600 million baht a year to buy power from MEA. BMCL would sell 10-15%
of common stock (65 million baht) to MEA officers at par value (100 baht/share). After opening the subway service in December 2003, BMCL would be listed on
the stock market.
Subway plan likely to go to cabinet soon
Route to be extended to Thon Buri
Supoj Wancharoen , Bangkok Post, November 24, 2001
The Mass Rapid Transit Authority will soon submit to cabinet its proposal to extend the subway to Thon Buri after the long drawn-out consideration of the National
Economic and Social Development Board. The 13km route from Hua Lampong to Bang Khae will be elevated, except for the portion between Hua Lampong and
Tha Phra. The construction is estimated at 40 billion baht and will be added to the first 20km subway system from Hua Lampong via Huay Khwang to Bang Sue,
which is now being built.
The MRTA forwarded the plan to the cabinet secretariat earlier this year and waited for comments from agencies such as the NESDB, which apparently said the
estimate was too high. MRTA governor Prapat Jongsanguan said the NESDB studied the extension and made some recommendations on finance and construction
methods. The NESDB suggested the MRTA finish the detailed design first and have its contractor build the system in line with the design in order to prevent cost
overruns, he said. However, the MRTA intended to apply the design-and-build technique to cope with unexpected obstacles during the underground construction.
The NESDB’s method could not control the cost if the contractor finds an unexpected obstacle underground and demands compensation, Mr Prapat said. The designand-build approach would allow the construction to start right away while the detailed design method would take nearly two years to finish, he said. The NESDB
also wants the MRTA to arrange for finance without a guarantee from the government. The board said the government already had enough loan burdens. But Mr
Prapat said the MRTA could resort to a soft loan from Japan Bank for International Co-operation if the government guaranteed the finance.
The Hua Lampong-Bang Sue subway is expected to be completed in 2003 and serve 230,000 passengers a day. The extension to Bang Khae should increase the
daily passenger volume to about 400,000 since there were a number of commuters from Thon Buri, Mr Prapat said. The construction of the extended subway route
should start late in 2003 and take five to six years for completion.
Somsak pushing MRTA to build skytrain to Nong Ngoo Hao Airport
Dailynews, November 16, 2001
Contract signing on October 19?
Dailynews, October 18, 2001
After a discussion between BMCL, Alstorm-Mitsubishi, and MRTA, the parties said the contract will be signed on the morning of Friday, October 19, 2001. After
signing the contract, Alstorm-Mitsubishi is going to start the production of rolling stock from a factory in Singapore as soon as possible.
BMCL said the company is willing to let Alstorm-Mitsubishi become one of the BMCL’s shareholders even though the company has not specified the percentage of
stock for Alstorm-Mitsubishi yet. Alstorm-Mitsubishi has a 10-year contract for system maintenance with BMCL, so BMCL has to allow Alstorm-Mitsubishi to
become a shareholder to cut the risk. However, BMCL must be the major shareholder so that the company can control administration without problems.
The preliminary share allocation will be:
BMCL Co.Ltd. – 51%
Krungthai Bank PCL – 10%
Thai Military Bank PCL – 5%
Bank of Ayutthaya PCL & Srinakhorn Bank PCL – 5%
BECL PCL – 10%
MRTA – 19%
(Note: BMCL Co.Ltd. and BECL PCL are Ch. Karnchang’s subsidiary companies)
Story of the canceled subway contract signing from Dailynews
October 17, 2001
Wisarut reports:Dailynews reports that BMCL canceled the contract signing with Alstorm-Mitsubishi (at least temporary) due to disputes about stock allocation ->
BMCL wants to become a majority shareholder (51%), while setting the proportions of the other shareholders as follows: 12% for BECL (Bangkok Expressway
Co.Ltd.), 12% for Krungthai Bank PCL, and 25% for MRTA. BMCL has not allocated stock for Alstorm-Mitsubishi yet.
Furthermore, the decreasing number of daily passenger to 240,000 a day compelled BMCL to cut the number of rolling stock to be ordered from 36 sets (108
bogeys) to 25 sets (75 bogeys). BMCL needs to settle the disputes with Alstorm-Mitsubishi quickly since BMCL is four months late in ordering the rolling stock. If
BMCL cannot open the service on December 5, 2002, BMCL has to pay a daily fine of seven million baht to MRTA.
Subway plan held back by new barrier
Project likely to be delayed as BMCL misses deadline
By Supoj Wancharoen Charoen Kittikanya, Bangkok Post, Wednesday 17 October 2001
Commercial service of Thailand’s first subway, scheduled to begin in December 2002, is now expected to be delayed after operator Bangkok Metro Co failed to
secure deals to procure train carriages and operating system equipment under its contract deadline.
BMCL yesterday abruptly cancelled a plan to sign a contract worth about 17 billion baht to purchase 25 electric trains and operating systems from train suppliers
Mitsubishi Corp, Mitsubishi Electric of Japan and Alstom of France.
Under the 25-year concession contract, BMCL was required to sign contracts with train suppliers by May, with delivery to be made within 18 months. But four
months have passed with no contract, raising prospects that the opening of service will be delayed. BMCL executives yesterday said the contract signing was
delayed due to “documentation problems”.
Reports of the contract cancellation caused the Mass Rapid Transit Authority to ask for an explanation from both BMCL and the private suppliers.MRTA governor
Prapat Chongsanguan said a dispute between the supplier consortium and the BMCL on details of the joint venture holdings had led to the delays in the contract

signing. Under the deal, the suppliers would also take an equity stake in BMCL, potentially as much as 14%. Mr Prapat said the suppliers wanted to minimise their
shareholding in BMCL, due to the uncertain economic environment. But he expressed confidence that the project can still meet its schedule. “The project still has
time to meet the schedule if every party is more cooperative,” he said.
The concession terms call for service on the first 10 kilometres of track to begin in December 2002, with another 10 km to open by mid-2003.
BMCL recently signed a syndicated loan agreement for 11.15 billion baht from banks led by state-owned Krung Thai to finance the purchase of the trains and
operating equipment. Under the terms of the loan, the share held by Thai banks could be cut to 5.65 billion baht if funds could be secured on better terms from
foreign banks.
Mr Prapat said that talks were under way between BMCL and the Japan Bank for International Co-operation as well as the French export credit agency Coface.
BMCL is also required to raise its capital to 6.5 billion baht from the current two billion.
The concession terms require existing shareholders, led by the local developer Ch. Karnchang, to maintain a 51% shareholding through the beginning of operations.
The company recently agreed to sell a 15% stake to Bangkok Expressway Plc, and has pledged to offer another 20% to a group of creditors. Sombat Kitjalaksana,
BMCL managing director, said that this left 14% which could potentially go to train suppliers.
BMCL currently estimates a daily ridership of 237,000 for the subway for the first year of operations, down from original projections of 430,000.
The downsized projections has led the company to reduce its investment budget to 19 billion baht from an original 25 billion.
That made BMCL trim its investment budget to about 19 billion baht from 25 billion originally set, with the number of trains cut to 25 from an original 36. Each
train will have three carriages.
Wisarut reports: According to the Dailynews, October 16, 2001: The conerstone for the Subway Control Center within the MRTA Maintainance Center will be laid
in the next few weeks with a price tag of 11 billion baht and financial backing from Krungthai Bank PCL.

Painting the Honda building on Sathorn Road
October 31, 2003
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Painting the Honda building on Sathorn
Road – October 31, 2003

Charoen in hotel expansion overdrive
November 1, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Charoen
in hotel expansion overdrive – Bangkok
Post, November 1, 2003
Mr Charoen’s real-estate portfolio already includes North
Park with the Rajpruek Golf and Sports Club in Bang Khen,
Empire Tower on Sathon Road, and Pantip Plaza on Phetchaburi
Road.

Why the cleanup?
November 3, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Why the cleanup?
– November 3, 2003
The Post reports:
Mr Thanit said there were “countless” stalls
at Chatuchak trading in creatures ranging from turtles
and snakes, to monkeys and hornbills. Small birds,
such as kingfishers, fetched at least 1,000 baht.
There have also been daily raids on homes over
the last few days with the goal to declare Thailand
free of the illegal wildlife trade by the end of the
year.
Why the sudden cleanup? Over the last year there as
been a concerted effort to eliminate open trade in
endangered animals and other animal parts (like ivory).
This is because on October 2-14, 2004, CITES
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora) world conference will be
held in Bangkok. We are kind of surprised this is
never mentioned in news reports.

US said to supply missiles to Bangkok
November 4, 2003
Categories: Thai Military
US said to supply missiles to Bangkok
– Washington Times, November 4, 2003
The United States is supplying Advanced Medium Range
Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAMs) to Thailand because of "an
imminent threat" posed by Russian rockets offered to
China and Malaysia, according to weapons monitors.

Public park at the Tobacco Monopoly
November 4, 2003
Public park at the
Tobacco Monopoly – November 4,
2003

Wisarut explains: This is the project
to create a new public park from the area of the Thai
Tobacco Monopoly around Lek Ratchada, near Queen Sirikit
National Convention Center– handled by the 1st Army
Region–for the 6th Cycle Jubilee of Queen Sirikit.
No word on the "world’s fifth tallest tower"
once touted for the site. As Governor Samak, who promoted
the tower, has vowed
not to do anything else in his final year of office,
the tower is likely a dead project.
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Monorail at Muang Thong Thani?
November 4, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit
Monorail
at Muang Thong Thani? – Bangkok
Post, November 4, 2003
The Post has a mention of a monorail in Bangkok
Land’s future plans: The hotel and recreation zone,
with a tunnel and a monorail linking them to the exhibition
areas, will become a new magnet complementing Impact
Muang Thong Thani, dubbed Asia’s biggest exhibition
centre. Note that the
acronym for Bangkok Land is ‘BLAND.’

Your Sunday cloud pic
November 4, 2003
Your Sunday cloud pic
– November 4, 2003
Some people really love their clouds. When 2B did
not post our usual cloud photo on Sunday, many readers
wrote in demanding one! We did happen to take a good
cloud photo last Sunday and here it is…
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Above: Looking west from
the Fortune Town parking structure.

APEC 2003
November 5, 2003
Categories: International Events
Airport security stories at here.
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What the APEC tuk-tuks look like – November 5, 2003
A few shots of Tiger Motor Company’s electric tuk-tuk used at the APEC summit. The tuk-tuk, nicknamed "Chai" (victory), was on display at the "Life and Living
2003" exhibition at the Impact Convention Center, Muangthong Thani. The Nation had a funny comment about them: In an inspection tour in July, Foreign Minister
Surakiart Sathirathai tested the Chai tuk-tuk with disastrous results. It failed to carry the burly minister and a Navy official across the bridge because it lacked
sufficient power. The tuk-tuk’s developers said they have since improved the quality and design of the new vehicles and have given assurances that they will not
break down on the day.
You may have also seen Tiger’s cool mini motorcycles being heavily promoted at local malls recently. Does Tiger have a website? We can’t find it…
Thaksin: new regional leader – AFP, October 22, 2003
This is typical of the recent articles in the foreign press declaring Thaksin as Southeast Asia’s new regional leader. It also mentions how bumbling and uncertain
Thaksin was when he first started: Thaksin’s new-found confidence, backed by Thailand’s stellar economic performance as well as political and social stability in the
kingdom, struck the foreign media during a pre-APEC dinner where he made a strong impression.
Virtually unrecognisable from the reticent, gaffe-prone political ingenue who took power in a January 2001 electoral landslide, he now appears altogether more
relaxed, self-assured and energetic.
His command of English, once faltering, has improved considerably since he took to the world stage.
APEC Summit Notebook – AP, October 20, 2003
In the 2B forum, ‘ttaaee’ pointed out this great collection of odds and ends from the summit: the reality of a tuk-tuk ride, traffic jam for Bush motorcade, and world
leaders meeting HM The King.

APEC today – October 21, 2003
Some of today’s schedule: Anantasamakom Throne Hall will host a 90 minute break between APEC sessions. Leaders will
then move to lunch and a photo session in the building’s west wing.
Also: Avoid key roads, motorists told – Bangkok Post, October 21, 2003
Below: A couple of the many APEC billboards around town.
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Bangkok’s eerie quiet – Reuters, October 20, 2003
…Across the road, the vast World Trade Centre shopping complex, a warren-like temple to Asian consumerism, sat silent and empty
behind steel barricades erected to deter expected but absent anti-globalisation campaigners.
Skeleton staff in the few malls which opened were busy only with stock-taking or cleaning. On the streets, not a noodle or satay vendor
stirred…
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Past U.S. Presidential visits to Thailand

Road closures – translated by everybody – October 10, 2003
After we mentioned the Thai-language article about road closures (What roads
will be closed during APEC? – Manager Online, October 6, 2003) we had half
a dozen translations sent to us of all or part of it. Thanks to everyone! So here
is an edited amalgam of what was sent:
Traffic regulations concerning street closures, no parking areas, and
one-way streets for the APEC Summit 2003 in Bangkok from October
15-22, 2003
No parking is allowed on the following days
* October 15-22, 2003 (24 hours)
– Thorough Chareonkrung Soi 42, 42/1, 44, 50
– Thorough the street to Sathorn Pier
– Thorough the street skirting Shangri-La Hotel from Chareonkrung Soi
42 to the street to Sathorn Pier
* October 16-21, 2003 (24 hours)
– Thorough Silom Road (both sides) from Sala Daeng intersection to
Naralom intersection (Sukhumvit Soi 22)
* October 16-22, 2003 (24 hours)
– Wireless Road (both sides) from Wireless intersection to Ploenchit
intersection
– Ratchadamri Road (both sides) from Sala Daeng intersection to
Ratchaprasong intersection
– Sukhumvit Road (both sides) from Nana intersection to AsokeSukhumvit intersection and Soi Ruamrudee (both sides)
* October 17-22, 2003 (24 hours)
– Chareonnakorn Road (both sides) from Chareonnakorn Soi 7 to
Chareonakorn Soi 19.
– Krung Thonburee Road (both sides) from Taksin intersection to Taksin
Bridge
* October 20, 2003 (08:00-20:00)
– Thorough Maharaj Road
– Thorough Kalayanamaitree Road
– Thorough Chetupon Road
– Thorough Tai Wang and Soi Sethakarn
– Sanamchai Road from Palace Metropolitan Police Station to Pom Padej
intersection
– Chareonkrung Road from Sapanmorn intersection to Raksadindan
intersection
* October 20, 2003 (05:00-24:00)
– Arun Amarin Road (both sides) from Siriraj intersection to Rama 8
Bridge
Street closure – no vehicles allowed to go through the following roads
* October 17, 2003 at 9:00-12:30, and October 18, 2003 at 19:30-22:30
– Sri Ayudhaya Road from Saowanee intersection to Sri Ayudhaya
intersection (outbound side)
* From 11:00 on October 20, 2003 until 17:00 on October 21, 2003
– Area in front of Dusit Palace
* October 20, 2003 at 11:00-17:00 and October 21, 2003
– Ratchadamnern Nok Road from Chorporror intersection to King
Chulalongkorn Monument
– U Tong Nai Road from U Tong Nai intersection to area in front of Dusit
Palace
– Rama 5 Road from Benjamabopit Temple intersection to Panichkarn
intersection
– Look Luang Road from Prachakasem intersection to Dhevakam
intersection
– Krung Kasem Road from Pracha Kasem intersection to Dhevakam
intersection
– Phitsanulok Road from Nang Learng intersection to Wang Deang
intersection
* October 20, 2003 (15:30-20:00)
– Thorough Ratchadamnern Nai Road
– Thorough Maharaj Road

Some of the APEC schedule
The official APEC schedule page is here.
October 20, 2003 – "19:30 – 21:30 > Thai dinner with cultural extravaganza"
– Barge procession for visiting APEC leaders: "…50 barges taking part will
depart from Wasukri pier at 8 pm and arrive at Rajworadit pier in front of Wat
Arun Ratchawararam and the APEC auditorium, where the barge procession
and traditional shows will be held at 8.30 pm." Leaders will watch from the
Navy hall opposite the Grand Palace
October 21, 2003 – Anantasamakom Throne Hall will host a 90 minute break
between APEC sessions. Then they will move to lunch and a photo session in
the building’s west wing.
Full APEC schedule – APEC, October 15, 2003
Schedule of the 11th APEC Economic Leaders Meeting (19-21 October
2003)
Sunday October 19, 2003
Arrival of APEC Economic Leaders
Monday October 20, 2003
1330 – 1350 hrs. – Arrival of Leaders at the Government House – Greeting
by H.E. Thaksin Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand at the Thai Koo
Fah Building
1400 – 1510 hrs. – Retreat I
Venue: Outer Santi Maitri Building
1515 – 1600 hrs. – Interaction with ABAC
Venue: Inner Santi Maitri Building
1600 – 1620 hrs. – Leaders depart the Government House for their hotels
1710 – 1730 hrs. – Leaders and Spouses depart for the Grand Palace
1730 – 1840 hrs. – Audience with Their Majesties the King and Queen
1840 – 1900 hrs. – Leaders and Spouses depart for the Royal Thai Navy
Conference Hall
1920 – 2020 hrs. – Leaders’ Gala Dinner
Venue: Royal Thai Navy Conference Hall
2045 – 2130 hrs. – Cultural Performance
Venue: Royal Thai Naval Institute
Tuesday 21 October 2003
0930 – 0950 hrs. – Arrival of Leaders at the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall
(ASTH) – Greeting by H.E. Thaksin Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand
0950 – 1000 hrs. – Leaders Group Photograph
1000 – 1150 hrs. – Leaders’ Retreat II
Venue: Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall
1200 – 1300 hrs. – Leaders’ Working Luncheon
1315 – 1330 hrs. – Leaders’ Declaration
1330 – 1350 hrs. – Leaders depart the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall for
their hotels
1500 hrs. – Press Conference by H.E. Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
Venue: Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Bangkok

– Thorough Na Pratat Road
– Thorough Na Pralan Road
– Thorough Sanamchai Road from Pipit intersection to Pom Padej
intersection
– Chareonkrung Road from Chareonkrung-Rajinee intersection to
Raksadindan intersection
– Kalayanamaitree Road from Kalayanamaitree-Rajinee intersection to
Kalayanamaitree-Sanamchai intersection
* October 21, 2003 (07:00-17:00)
– Ratchadamnern Nok Road from Makawan Rangsan Bridge to King
Chulalongkorn Monument
– U Tong Nai Road from U Tong Nai intersection to area in front of Dusit
Palace
– Sri Ayudhaya Road from Pol. 1 intersection to Benjamabopit intersection
– Phitsanulok Road from Panichkarn intersection to Wang Deang
intersection
One-way commuting will be temporarily conducted on the following
roads
* October 17-22, 2003
– Sukhumvit Road from Asoke-Sukhumvit intersection to Nana
intersection (northern side
only); all transportation will be allowed to go from Sukhumvit Road
(inbound side or Sheraton Grand Sukhumvit Hotel side)
– Ploenchit Road from Rajchaprasong to Ploenchit Express intersection
(this one-way route is already being tested)
Here is a permanent link if anyone wants to link to this text.
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October 19, 2003, 2:00 pm
Above: Roads are deserted. It is a strange feeling be able to roar down normally congested
Sukhumvit at top speed even with the south-side lanes closed.
Right: Security guards checking cars at the Emporium.
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Left and above: Small protest against U.S. and Bush across from Mahboonkrong Shopping Center.
Rajdamri and Ploenchit roads to be closed for four days – The Nation, October 18, 2003
…US security teams have asked police to shut Rajdamri and Ploenchit roads to protect the visiting US president, Traffic Police Commander
Pol Maj General Pharnu Kerdlarpphon said.
The closures of Rajdamri Road, where the Grand Hyatt Erawan and Regent hotels are located, and Ploenchit Road, where the
Intercontinental Hotel is located, will affect many major shopping and entertainment complexes in the area. These include Central
Department Store, Central World Plaza (formerly the Word Trade Centre), and the areas around popular Siam Square. But operators of these
complexes have put on a brave face, saying that there will be minimal impact.
Sections of Rajdamri and Ploenchit roads, two of Bangkok’s busiest streets, which lead to Siam Square and Rajprasong intersection, will be
(Photo:
shut down from 4pm today until 2pm on Tuesday, officials said yesterday.
2Bangkok.com) The police will seal off both inbound and outbound lanes of Rajdamri Rd, from Sarasin intersection to Rajprasong intersection, and inbound
lanes on Ploenchit Rd, from Chidlom intersection to Rajprasong intersection until Tuesday afternoon.
Gigantic banner unfurled to hide slum – The Nation, October 17, 2003
Arguably the world’s largest banner, stretching over half a kilometre long and standing at about the height of a four-storey building, was unfurled in Bangkok to hide
an unsightly slum from delegates attending the Apec summit.
Erawan to host the U.S. President? – October 16, 2003
Sources indicate that the Grand Hyatt Erawan is probably the hotel where U.S. President Bush will be staying during the APEC summit. This may not be such big
news… As early as October 1, Agence France-Presse (‘Bangkok hotels placed on highest alert,’ AFP, October 1, 2003) was insinuating this. UPDATE: On October
20, 2003, The Nation confirms this.
Royal Thai Navy Conference Hall – October 16, 2003
In the 2Bangkok forum, ‘ttaeee’ pointed out these great photos of the Royal Thai Navy Conference Hall which was built for the APEC summit for world leaders to
view the royal barge procession.
"…they want photos of buildings and roads only." – The Nation, October 14, 2003
Lots of people found this quote and sent it to us: Speaking at the same seminar, a senior NIA officer profiled the suspicious people that the ham radio operators
should report. "They act like tourists who love taking photos, but they want photos of buildings and roads only," Nanthiwat Samart said, adding that they don’t ask
other people to take pictures of them while they pose.
Yes, we at 2Bangkok.com will have to watch out!
Here come the foreign correspondents – October 9, 2003
2Bangkok.com is awaiting a flood of breezy articles on the stereotypical aspects of Thailand (exotic culture, prostitutes, eating bugs, something about elephants
painting, "modern skyscrapers alongside exotic temples," etc.).
This will happen when foreign corespondents spend a few days in town for the APEC summit and file local color articles on the character of the nation (Seth
Mydans of the New York Times is always conspicuous with a flood of regional articles whenever he passes through Bangkok).
Often these articles reveal more about the author’s lack of understanding of the region and the political bias of the publication than anything about Thailand.
BTW: One guess as to the viewpoint of the World Socialist’s article about Bangkok’s security crackdown and Thai ties with the U.S. (Thousands of poor expelled
from Bangkok for APEC summit, October 7, 2003). We are somewhat surprised at just how negatively Bangkok’s APEC cleanup and security measures have played
in both the local and international press.

Boxing – October 9, 2003
In case you have not seen it, here is a statue of Thai boys boxing at Silom and Narathiwat Road. Photos of
other recently erected statues are here.
Students Federation of Thailand to accuse Bush of war crimes – Bangkok Post, October 8, 2003
The Students Federation of Thailand will next week file a complaint of war crimes against US President
George W Bush for the invasion of Iraq. SFT secretary-general Pichit Chaimongkol said Mr Bush had
committed atrocities and deserved to be punished. He also said the SFT would press ahead with its protest
during the Apec summit, despite Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra banning rallies
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Silom elephant art – September 30, 2003
Bangkok has a surprising lack of outdoor sculptural art for a large city. However, public art has been emerging in various areas. Over the
weekend, four elephant statues were erected in the center of Silom Road for the APEC summit. It is an interesting indication of how
people view such objects that officials have stressed that these elephants are not monuments connected to religion, but public art. This
means people are not to leave garlands and other offerings for good luck on or around the statues. MCOT has the statue press release here.
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Welcome elephant
(above) – raising its
leg and trunk to

symbolize a Thai
wai
Deference
elephant (left) –
kneeling to show
respect
Warmth elephants
(below) – a mother
and baby to
symbolize family
and welcome
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Spotting terrorists made easy for cabbies – Bangkok Post, September 22, 2003
…Other possible tell-tale signs were passengers carrying batteries and electric wire and smelling of chemical substances and gunpowder, he told 160 drivers
receiving security training in preparation of the Apec summit… Lek Chinawong said he would not inform police despite having been trained because police had not
impressed him. "Police give us trouble, especially at their street checkpoints," he said.
Hotel security beefed up ahead of Apec – The Nation, September 20, 2003
Hotels selected to house delegates of the 21 Apec economies are the Banyan Tree, Conrad, Dusit Thani, Grand Hyatt, Imperial Queen’s Park, Intercontinental, JW
Marriott, Oriental, Peninsular, Plaza Athenee, Regent, Royal Orchid Sheraton, Shangari-la, Sheraton Grande, Sukhothai and Hilton.

Skytrain tickets for APEC – BTS Skytrain newsletter, September 18, 2003
Thanks to Khun Orapan for pointing out these graphics of the special APEC Skytrain tickets.

Skytrain in Apec special – Bangkok Post, September 11, 2003
Skytrain souvenirs for APEC: The tickets featuring the seven royal barges… will be presented to the 21 heads of government together with a booklet citing the
history of royal barges. The souvenir will be contained in an elegant wooden box in golden wrappings. Another 4,500 gift sets will also be distributed to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. Besides, the BTSC will issue another set of gifts–Sky Card tickets valued at 200 baht each and an Apec guidebook–for presentation to all
participating delegates and members of the press.
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Looking good – September 14, 2003
The entire downtown area is being spruced up for the APEC summit in October. We have not seen the area looking so fresh since the 50th anniversary of HM The
King’s accession to the throne in 1996. Above is Ratchadamnern Avenue looking towards Democracy Monument and below is the recently renovated Navy Hall
where world leaders will watch a royal barge procession.
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No garland sales during APEC – TNA, September 3, 2003
No garland sales during APEC: But over 300 families in Bangkok’s Suan Ngern community, the capital’s largest garland-making area, have vowed that they will
resume their livelihoods as soon as the APEC delegates disappear.
…garland makers, who sell their garlands wholesale to small-scale vendors, had agreed with the Metropolitan Police that they would put a stop to sales for a period
of one week during the APEC meeting ‘for the good of the national reputation’.
About APEC – August 30, 2003
There’s plenty of interesting pricing on the APEC site. World broadcasters will be headquartered at the Queen Sirikit Convention Center. Some prices for the
broadcasters:
* One unit of workspace of 3 x 6 m (Standard size) US$ 1,000
* Satellite broadcasting: First 10 mins. US$ 500 – Each additional minute US$ 45
* 21-inch TV monitor/unit US$ 155
* VTR Editing Betacam SP, PAL, IMX6: One hour without technician US$ 100 – One hour with a technician US$ 150
* SNG Van with crew (8 hrs. / day) US$ 2,500 – Space segment / minute US$ 8
* ENG Betacam PAL camera: With one-man crew (8 hrs. / Day) US$ 400 – With a car and a driver (8 hrs. / Day) US$ 100
Here’s the full pdf price list.
Besides the official APEC site, there’s now a website with a schedule of many APEC events, including when various world leaders speak. It appears many events are
being held at the Shangri-la Hotel.

Amnesty denounces ‘murder spree’ in Thai war on drugs
November 5, 2003
Categories: Drugs, The Thaksin Years
Amnesty
denounces ‘murder spree’ in Thai war on drugs
– Financial Times, November 5, 2003
Amnesty International has accused Thailand’s Thai Rak
Thai (Thais love Thais) government of bullying its critics
and ignoring abuses against the vulnerable, allowing security
forces and the well-connected to act with impunity.
Full text:
By Amy Kazmin in Bangkok
Published: November 5 2003
Amnesty International has accused Thailand’s Thai Rak Thai (Thais love Thais) government of bullying its critics and ignoring abuses against the vulnerable,
allowing security forces and the well-connected to act with impunity.
In a report released today, Amnesty, the human rights group, criticises the lack of a credible investigation into the bloodshed unleashed by this year’s official war on
drugs.
At least 2,252 people were killed in a three-month anti-drug campaign, yet Thaksin Shinawatra, prime minister, “appeared to condone such killings” with repeated
public statements that death was an appropriate fate for drug dealers.
“The stated policy of the royal Thai government has allowed the killing of more than 2,000 people by unknown assailants with impunity,” the report said.
While many killings were believed to have been extra-judicial executions, “relatives and associates of those who have been murdered are often too terrified for their
own lives to seek an investigation”, and none has yet been held accountable for most of these crimes.
The murder spree left many people “afraid to leave their homes, and others avoided travelling to areas where they were not known for fear of being suspected as
drugs traffickers and shot dead”.
Amnesty also criticised the government for failing to investigate seriously crimes against individuals from marginalised groups such as migrant workers and ethnic
minorities.
Though Mr Thaksin came to power pledging to improve the lives of the poor, community activists who have opposed government-backed projects or challenged
powerful vested business interests have been subjected to harassment, intimidation and, occasionally, assassinated.
“Amnesty International remains concerned about the inconsistent levels of protection offered to Thai citizens by its democratically elected government,” the report
said. “Government critics, rural activists, and others demanding their rights or the rights of their fellow citizens are not receiving adequate protection from either
local or central government authorities.”
In 2001 and 2002, a total of 11 provincial environmental and community activists were killed, including one who was involved in protesting against the destruction
of mangrove forests by the expansion of prawn farming in Phuket. Another was a 59-year-old community leader in Chiang Mai who encouraged landless farmers to
begin cultivation of unused, vacant land.
Other slain activists led protests against businesses or industrial projects in their various communities, including illegal timber trading, a water treatment facility, a
mineral separation plant and a rock grinding plant.
Also: How many died in the drug purges? 2275, 2245, 1329, or 72?

Business is politics
November 5, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Business is politics – The Nation, November
5, 2003
Interesting article tying together the 1991 coup, today’s
Yukos scandal in Russia, and the ascendancy of Thaksin:
Whatever the case, the morbid business-political foundation
of the Thai economy was never seriously threatened despite
the drafting of the new Constitution. Businesses still have
to pay state officials and ministers to get things done
and to finance politicians for protection. There came a
point where it was cheaper for enterprising and ambitious
businessmen to enter politics themselves. Business in politics
merely took a different form and allowed for a tycoon such
as Thaksin Shinawatra to launch a successful political party
which is well equipped with modern financial and information
management.

Skyscraper cone
November 7, 2003
Skyscraper cone
– November 7, 2003
One of several sky-scraper ice cream cone
photos being emailed around the web. It appears to be from
Taiwan. Anyone have any idea where these photos come from?

(Photo: unknown)

Fire extinguisher balls
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Fire extinguisher balls – November 7, 2003
Left: The award-winning Thai fire
extinguisher balls on display at the "Life
and Living 2003" exhibition at the Impact Convention
Center, Muangthong Thani.

British gangsters of Pattaya
November 7, 2003
Categories: Crime, Pattaya
British gangsters of Pattaya – The Nation,
November 7, 2003
Another unflattering article about Pattaya titled ‘Murder
beach.’ We suspect we will hear officials either denying
this or even claiming it is fabricated: The case has
set alarm bells ringing not least because of fears that
the beach resort of Pattaya may be taking over from Spain’s
Costa del Sol as the new safe haven for British criminals
abroad.

Loy Krathong 2003
November 8, 2003
Categories: Loy Krathong

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: Mahakan Fort and the Golden Mount

Crowds thronging the ferries
along the Chao Phraya
River.

Kratongs

Krathongs are lowered into the
Chao Phraya River along the
promenade near
Santichaiprakarn Park

The new bread krathongs
designed for fish to eat.

A foreign fire juggler asks for
20 baht donations.

More krathongs

Krathongs floating behind
Mahakan Fort.

Beached krathongs at
Santichaiprakarn Park.

Crowds in front of Prasumen
Fort at 9:15pm.

An example of how the same
scene looks with and without
flash. Without
flash.

With flash

Boys in the Chao Phraya River
salvaging krathongs.

Loy
Krathong – November 8, 2003
There are few sights in Thailand as sublime as watching krathongs
floating by in the rivers and klongs. All hotel rooms are booked by
trysting young people and the traffic is terrible.
It is interesting to review the news of the past decade or so on Loy
Krathong firecrackers. In past years, kneeling by a crowded waterway,
putting your kratong on the water, you would be at risk at having
a firecracker going off in your face, but in the last couple of years
authorities have cracked down. The quiet compromise governments of
the past vowed to take action each year, but things always ended up
the same. This is a contrast to the current government that vowed
to shut down fireworks sellers and then there was actually a change
with shops closed and those seen setting off fireworks arrested–and
it all lasted more than a year.
Also: Myth
or fact, Lady of Loy Krathong still inspires – The Nation,
November 8, 2003
For generations, Thais have grown up believing that she was a court
lady serving Phra Luang, a king of Sukhothai some 700 years ago. She
was credited with inventing the krathong, a lotus-shaped vessel made
from banana leaves, and floating it into a river as part of the full-moon
festival in the twelfth month of the Thai calendar.

Info needed – November
8, 2003
We are looking for sources concerning the following: Before the
1980’s Loy Kratong was a regional festival held mainly in the Sukothai
area. At some point national tourism authorities decided to promote
it as a national festival, causing annoyance from Sukothai officials
who felt their festival was being ‘stolen.’ We remember articles
about his from the early 1990s…

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Thaksin says finance minister his likely successor
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Thaksin says finance minister his likely successor
– AP, November 8, 2003
Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said Saturday he will not stay in office beyond two terms, and will likely hand over the reins to his deputy, Somkid
Jatusripitak,
describing him as an uncut diamond…
Thaksin told reporters that there would be no need for him to stay in office at the end of his second term as he would have taken care of all economic problems by
then. "I expect that there will be no more challenging problems for me,” Thaksin said.

Five dancers bear their breasts after their boss wins four million baht in the lottery
November 8, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs
Five dancers bear their breasts after their boss wins four million baht in the lottery – translated and summarized from Thairath Daily, November 8, 2003
On November 3, at 8pm at Ban Nong Phong Lek, Moo 10, Sar See Mum Commune, Kamphaengsaen, Nakhon Pathom, Sia Dam (Mr. Toemsak
Pitithanasarnsombut), a boxing promoter and his friend won 4 million baht in the lotto (438 -> 3 upper numbers). So Sia Dam and his friends have paid appreciation.
He got Abbot Poon of Wat Phai Lom of Nakhon Pathom and he paid appreciation to a takhian tree by offering a pig head, fruit, and running a cinema for local
people for three days.
However, at 1:30am, there were five women wearing only bikinis dancing around the takhian tree while local people were watching cinema. Such a strip dance
wrecked havoc at the cinema as there was a big stampede by the male locals who nearly grabbed those girls. After finishing the strip dance, the ladies left in a van.
After asking temple boys, they said the girls were dancers from Bangkok who won the two number lotto and make a pledge with the takhian tree that they would
strip dance before the tree if they did win the lotto. Otherwise they would face a curse from the takhian tree.
However, Mr Jirawat Sasomsub, the landlord who owns the land the takhian tree in on and is the owner of Watsaduphan Thurakij Co.Ltd. said he and his workers
will move the takhian logs near the takhian tree to Wat Phai Lom and invite the abbot to exorcise the spirits in the takhian log to follow the abbot–otherwise, he
cannot live in peace.
Commentary by Wisarut: Note that a high quality newspaper like Matichon Daily has made a very different report. Matichon reported that the dancers feel
shocked their photo was taken without permission and that local news reporters from Thairath may have fooled them into doing such a thing. These photos could be
part of a big blackmail scheme…
There were several incidents around midnight (20-30 years ago) in which young and beautiful ladies (Thai and farang) strip danced in front of Thao Mahaphrom
shrine at Rat Prasong Intersection. More recently, there have also been videos of strip dances given as a way to pay tribute to Thao Mahaphraom.
Earlier: More on the tree dancers – November 9, 2003
Nils points out: Here’s the pic and article in Thai Rath about the "half-nude tree dancers"
Earlier: Naked tree dancers in Thai Rath – The Nation, November 7, 2003
You may have seen more people huddled around newsstands than usual yesterday. What they were looking at was photos of nude dancers on the front page of Thai
Rath. These photos boiled into such a big controversy that even the English-language press commented on them–unusual since the sometimes crazy news carried by
the Thai-language press is usually not mentioned in the in English-language press. Anyway we are sure to see this story featured in Weird News columns around the
world: Thai Rath has initiated an internal investigation into a sensational story, filed by its provincial correspondent, about five young women dancing half-nude to
thank a "haunted" tree for helping them win a lottery.

Tamil Tigers overstay Thai welcome
November 11, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Tamil
Tigers overstay Thai welcome – Asia
Times, November 11, 2003
Within the space of three weeks, Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger
rebels have earned unflattering stripes in Thailand, a country
they once roamed freely in search of weapons for their separatist
struggle…

Thai PCs shipping with licenced Windows at all-time low
November 13, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thai PCs shipping with licenced Windows at all-time low –
Linuxinsider, November 13, 2003
To prevent Linux from running
away with Thailand’s subsidized "people’s PC project,"
Microsoft has dropped the price of its Windows and Office packages
from nearly US$600 to $37. Other Asian countries are lining up to
duplicate the Thai program. As a result of the events in Thailand,
analysts have begun to predict the end of Microsoft’s long-standing
"one-price-fits-all-markets policy."
Significantly, first-time PC users in Thailand are finding the Linux
Thai Language Edition easier to master than Windows.

7-Eleven plans major expansion
November 13, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
7-Eleven plans major expansion – November 13, 2003
Believe it or not, among the top ten questions we are asked at 2Bangkok.com
is ‘how many 7-Eleven’s are there in Thailand?’: …7-Eleven
plans to open 320 new stores in 2004 with an investment of Bt900m,
reported Dow Jones International News. The company plans to open
a further 320 new stores the following year, with a total chain
of 3,000 stores targeted in 2005.

Gay pride parade yesterday
November 15, 2003
Gay pride parade yesterday
– November 15, 2003
We forgot to mention the gay pride parade that was held downtown yesterday
that is always heavily covered by the world press. Our blurb about
it from last year pretty much says it all:
About the Gay Pride parade – On November 17 at 5pm, Silom
Road will witness the annual Gay Pride Parade. This parade always
results in lots of coverage around the world. 2B has been told by
several journalists that much of the coverage of the parade is done
by reporters who do not even attend the event. This is because generic
descriptions of the parade are a perfect lead-in to breezy ruminations
on Thais’ easy-going attitudes to sex. These types of articles are
a staple of Weird News columns and bring lots of hits to newspaper
websites.

Restoring order to city a daunting task
November 15, 2003
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Restoring order to city a daunting task – Bangkok Post,
November 15, 2003
Nils points out this editorial about the challenges of a new Bangkok
governor: …traffic-clogged, maze-like streets with a profusion
of shopping malls without adequate parking and the continuing destruction
and abuse of the environment. Instead of urban landscaping and public
parks, we have endless rows of ugly shophouses and towering concrete
monstrosities trapping hot and polluted air and dwarfing backlots
on which slums are sprouting.
The laws governing city planning are complex, contradictory and administered
by agencies that do not always liaise with each other. This is evident
in the frenzy of building construction going on, with huge condominiums
being built in narrow sois without any provision for an infrastructure
to cater for them…
It seems that when building contractors decide to do things their
way without getting all the official permits, the bureaucracy appears
to work to their advantage and no one seems to have the authority
to order them to call an immediate halt…

Police in craven rush to register sex workers
November 15, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Police in craven rush to register sex workers – The
Nation, November 15, 2003
Another blistering Nation editorial: …Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, has already decided on this issue. The so-called public
hearing, like others that have been held before on similar controversial
issues, will be nothing more than a ritual ceremony to justify a policy
that has been already made…
While the idea of registering sex workers has not yet been fully debated,
with opinions and contributions from the sex workers themselves, the
police are racing against time to make sure that they won’t disappoint
their master…

Cheap airlines
November 15, 2003
Cheap
airlines – November 15, 2003
In case you hadn’t heard, Don Entz points out: A low-frills airline
will start in Thailand next month, maybe two of them. Flights to Chiang
Mai and other domestic destinations for less than 1000 baht!

Foot and mouth disease in Prachuap Khiri Khan
November 15, 2003
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Foot and mouth disease in Prachuap Khiri Khan –
chinaview, November 15, 2003
All districts, except two, in the Thai province of Prachuap Khiri
Khan have been declared as animal epidemic areas, as a large number
of cattle in the areas are suffering from the foot and mouth disease,
according to a senior livestock official.

Robot Hall of Fame
November 15, 2003
Robot
Hall of Fame – November 15, 2003
Nils writes: You once mentioned the ABU Robocon, so I gather you
might like this: Carnegie
Mellon Robot Hall of Fame. The first 4 inductees are here.
Who will be next? My choice would be the Terminator…

The Nation: End of Independence
November 17, 2003
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End of independence – The Nation, November 17, 2003
Without mentioning it is talking about itself, The Nation laments the impending end of its independent voice:
…Unfortunately, publicly listed media establishments are most vulnerable to hostile acts from outside. Under business pressure to perform better in the market,
either from the shareholders or from personal ambition, the management teams have to improve profitability. New investors are unavoidable. But enlightened
investors must be distinguished from bogus ones acting on the behalf of others.
Ironically, family-owned newspapers, which used to be blamed for supporting dictators, today have more room to manoeuvre than public companies. When they
change colour the readers easily notice because no corporate culture is at play. Sad but true, Thailand does not have a paper owned wholly by journalists who can
determine their own future.
…As the mainstream media wither, alternative media such as community newspapers may be the way forward. Such papers in provincial areas that can report on
and analyse national and local politics could survive with sufficient community support. Online newspapers could be new outlets too, but they would need sufficient
online readers with a new habit.
What will be the future of the Thai media, say, in the next few years? If the current leader stays as long as he says and this trend continues, the media will move
towards a hybrid of tighter state and self control through voluntary submission in exchange for economic incentives, overt or discreet…
And another Nation article highly critical of Thaksin. There has been a flurry of these articles in The Nation recently. It is almost as if this is a last hurrah for this
kind of writing. It does also mention something we have long been mentioning on 2Bangkok.com–that the current state of affairs is due to the 1997 constitution
which was designed to eliminate minor political parties and result in a majority government with real power:
Ironically, the 1997 ‘People’s Constitution’ has enabled one man to achieve unprecedented power over government. No one thought that the electoral system that
was so carefully devised by the framers of the current Constitution could have produced a prime minister with virtually absolute power to dominate Parliament, the
bureaucracy and independent watchdogs.
Contrast The Nation’s coverage with the Bangkok Post’s leading story today (PM’s goal seen as too ambitious). It is a story criticizing Thaksin for being too noble
and ambitious in his attempts to eradicate poverty in six years: Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s bid to eradicate poverty is laudable, but the government’s
ability to do it in six years is doubtful, say academics.
Earlier: Purchase of NMG shares worries media group – The Nation, November 13, 2003
Five days after the Post reported it, The Nation chimes in on its new ownership: A nongovernment organisation on media freedom and reform will today issue a
statement of concern over the recent acquisition of large amounts of Nation Multimedia Group shares by relatives of a powerful figure in the ruling Thai Rak Thai
Party…
“We’re afraid the Nation Group will end up like iTV if Thai Rak Thai people own the firm,” said Campaign member Supinya Klangnarong…
Several years ago television station iTV was renowned for its hard criticism and scrutiny of all political issues, no matter whether they involved the government or
the opposition. But when Shin Corp, owned by Thaksin’s family, took over the station in 2000, its staff started to complain that they were being blocked from
reporting stories damaging to the image of Thaksin’s TRT party. Some editors and reporters were forced to leave. Others quit, saying they couldn’t do their work
because of the constant interference.
Earlier: The Nation’s ‘independent’ voice in jeopardy? – Bangkok Post, November 9, 2003
…Buying by Jungrungreangkit family members, whose main business interests are in auto parts, has continued throughout the year… Overall, the Jungrungreangkit
family currently holds 19.1% in NMG, the largest single voting bloc in the company. According to the SET, NMG chairman Thanachai Thirapatanawong held an
8.72% stake as of late August, with Suthichai Yoon another 8.19%…
Mr Suriya, (Transport Secretary and) also secretary-general of the majority Thai Rak Thai party, denied any involvement in the NMG investment, saying only that it
was made by his relatives purely for commercial reasons…

Mekong giant catfish now “critically endangered”
November 18, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Mekong giant catfish now “critically endangered”
– November 18, 2003
Southeast Asia’s Mekong giant catfish joined the critically endangered
list this year. The fish is one of the largest freshwater fish in
the world and can grow up to 10ft long and weigh 300kg (660 pounds).
Its numbers have declined by 80% over 13 years as overfishing, habitat
loss and dam construction affected breeding.

Harrass the Nigerian scammers
November 18, 2003
Harrass the Nigerian
scammers – November 18, 2003
Slashdot.org points out: "The
site author, and several other contributors, have taken to responding
to the scammers, using obviously fake names and so forth, and then
string the scammer along for as long as possible. In many cases they
get the scammer to pose for a photograph! Amazingly the scammers are
just as gullible and greedy as their typical victims, and fall for
the most obvious ruses hook, line, and sinker. 419eater welcomes contributors,
so if you ever wanted to get your sweet revenge on these low-lives,
here’s a channel for you."

Super luxury train to the north–only USD $1,250
November 18, 2003
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Super luxury train to the north– only USD $1,250
– November 18, 2003
Luxury train operator Orient-Express is to feature a new ‘Thai
Explorer’ itinerary in northern Thailand in its Eastern & Oriental
Express programme for 2004… The new route which is Bangkok – Ayutthaya
– Chiang Mai – Lampang – Kanchanaburi (River Kwai) – Bangkok…
Prices start at US$1,250 per person based on two adults sharing a
Pullman compartment (inclusive of all meals on board and off train
guided tours).

Outrage over budget airline
November 18, 2003
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Outrage over budget airline – Straits Times,
November 18, 2003
Long a sacred cow that proud Thais were taught to support, Thai Airways,
as well as other recent start-ups, are being sidelined as Thaksin
forms a new airline: …’This is unacceptable, it’s tantamount
to sabotage,’ said Mr Udom Tantiprasongchai, president of low-cost
Orient Thai Airlines which is at risk of being swept aside by AirAsia.
‘It’s a farce – no other country in the world would invite foreign
airlines to operate domestic routes. The air traffic rights should
be preserved for local operators,’ he told AFP. …Thai Airways, criticised
by Mr Thaksin as lumbering and slow to innovate, is also planning
to enter the budget airline business with Sky Asia.
Showdown over Thai skies
Thai carriers gear up for a fight as budget AirAsia threatens to undercut them
AFP, November 18, 2003
BANGKOK – The launch of budget carrier AirAsia, half-owned by the family firm of Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, has sparked a storm of controversy
and criticism it will undercut national carrier Thai Airways.
The national carrier is about to make a major share offering, and AirAsia announced last week that from January, it will begin flying to popular Thai destinations,
including the northern city of Chiang Mai and the holiday resort of Phuket, at half the fare charged by beleaguered Thai Airways.
Shin Corp, the telecoms empire which made Mr Thaksin a billionaire before he went into politics and transferred control to his family, will own 51 per cent of
AirAsia Aviation, in partnership with Malaysian low-cost carrier AirAsia.
Pro-democracy activists, competing airlines and aviation analysts are alarmed at the prospect of a carrier with close links to the Prime Minister competing directly
with Thai Airways, which stands to be the big loser.
“This is unacceptable, tantamount to sabotage” said Mr Udom Tantiprasongchai, president of low-cost Orient Thai Airlines which is at risk of being swept aside by
AirAsia.
“It’s a farce – no other country in the world would invite foreign airlines to operate domestic routes. The air traffic rights should be preserved for local operators,”
he told AFP.
The announcement by AirAsia last week came ahead of an offering of 385 million Thai Airways shares, which will reduce the level of government ownership from 93
per cent to 70 per cent.
“It could lead to less interest from investors… even if right now Thai is quite a profitable company,” said an independent aviation analyst in Bangkok after the
airline announced a 22 per cent increase in annual profit on Friday.
The Malaysian arm of AirAsia, which is following in the footsteps of successful European budget operators EasyJet and Ryanair, has dismissed as “irrelevant” the
links to Mr Thaksin.
Spurred into action by the new threat, Orient Thai plans flights between Bangkok and Chiang Mai from December at 999 baht, one baht lower than AirAsia and half
that of Thai Airways.
“I am ready to fight and will directly position my business to confront AirAsia by operating flights on the same routes,” said Mr Udom, whose airline has operated
for a decade, mostly in the charter business.
Thai Airways, criticised by Mr Thaksin as lumbering and slow to innovate, is also planning to enter the budget airline business with Sky Asia.
Flights are set to start in April on the lucrative routes from Bangkok to Chiang Mai and Phuket. — AFP

Offloading Subway Coaches
November 19, 2003
Categories: Subway

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Above: Offloading the last of three subway coaches
on October 15 at the Royal Thai Airforce base at Don Muang Airport in
Bangkok.
The subway cars are delivered
Wisarut reports: The first subway
rolling stock will came out of Siemens factory in Austria (with the part
preassembled from Siemens factories in Germany and England) on July 18,
2003. Thairath (May 2, 2003) reported that the first set of rolling
stock from Siemens AG (Austria office) will be delivered by air in this
September to be displayed at the APEC summit. MRTA officials inform 2Bangkok.com
that there is only one plane in the world (a Russian Tupolov) that is
in service for a delivery of this size and it has to be specially scheduled
for this delivery.
Rollout
of first metro train for the Bangkok Blue Line
– July 21, 2003
From the Siemens website. A photo is here.
Bangkok subway cars being loaded on a plane – October 11, 2003
Thanks to Gerald for finding these awesome photos of our first subway
car being loaded into a massive Antonov. Subway/Antonov
I & Subway/Antonov
II
Subway car arrival today – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, October 15, 2003
8:45 – Antonov AN124-100 lands at Donmuang AFB and heads toward RTAF HQ
building. Two other Antonov planes will park in parallel with the third
plane. There will be video about the project and King Chulalongkorn and
railway affairs.
9:00 – Officials explain the rolling stock assembly, the capacity of the
Antonov planes, etc.
9:30 – Premier Thaksin and Minister Suriya speaks. A marching band plays.
Subway
cars arrive in Bangkok – October 31,
2003
Photos of the offloading of the subway cars from an Antonov 124 airplane
First
train arrives by air from Austria – Bangkok
Post, October 16, 2003
The first train built for Bangkok’s new subway network was handed over
yesterday, flown in from Austria by a giant cargo lifter. …BMCL has
ordered 19 three-carriage trains. The production period was shortened
from 30 to 27 months as required by the government. This would be a world
record for fast train production, according to Hans-Dieter Bott, vice-president
of Siemens Transportation Systems Co. The other 18 trains will be delivered
by sea by March next year.
Bangkok subway car
on display – November 2, 2003
The first Bangkok subway car on display at the "Life and Living 2003"
exhibition at the Impact Convention Center, Muangthong Thani.

More subway cars arrive – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, December 20, 2003
The second and third set of subway cars have reached pier 5A of Laem Chabang
Deep Sea Port at 3pm on December 19, 2003. MRTA will test the braking
system, air conditioning, acceleration/deceleration, etc. inside the tunnel
at the MRTA depot before the test run on April 13, 2004.
Where to see the subway cars – January 19, 2004
Subway cars are often stored in the open at the MRTA Depot. They can be
seen by taking Thiam Ruam Mit Road to where it merges into the road (unnamed?)
that circles the subway depot.
Delivery of the subway
cars
Press release about the subway car delivery: Bangkok, Thailand –
October 30, 2003 – The Freight Co Ltd, a Bangkok based freight forwarding
company specializing in international freight and logistics was entrusted
with the customs clearance and delivery of the first complete subway train
for the new Bangkok Subway due to open later next year. The subway train
consisting of 3 coaches was flown from Austria to Thailand on 3 chartered
AN-124-100.
The first coach was uplifted in Vienna on October 9th and the last coach
arrived on October 15th for the official welcoming ceremony at Bangkok
Donmuang Air Force Base. Arrival time of the last coach was scheduled
to match the official reception chaired by Deputy P.M. Visanu Krau-ngam
and Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit. The project was successfully
completed on schedule with the delivery of all 3 coaches to Siemens AG
during the night of October 15th.
The complex structure of the project required a lot of preparation and
coordination between several government agencies and private companies
involved including Royal Thai Air Force, Airports of Thailand, Thai Airports
Ground Services, Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand, Bangkok Metro
CO LTD, Siemens and various others.
The Freight CO LTD previously already handled Bangkok’s first Mass
Rapid Transit System (Bangkok Skytrain) for Siemens on a turnkey basis.
Final four sets of
subway rolling stock delivered – translated and
summarized from the MRTA website
Governor Praphat Jongsa-nguan has come to A5 Pier of Laem Chabang Deep
Sea port to receive the final delivery of subways from Siemens AG which
has been shipped by Japanese NYK Logistics & Megacarrier on April
20, 2004. The final four sets of subway rolling stocks are in Delphinus
Leader cargo ship. These will be ready for the inauguration of the subway
in August 2004.
The first set (No 1004) was been delivered by Antonov AN 124-100 on October
15, 2003. The next 14 sets were shipped to Laem Chabang in every 2 weeks
for 7 times starting from December 19, 2003 while the last four sets were
shipped by NYK on April 20, 2004.
More on the Bangkok
Subway or go to the 2Bangkok.com
main page
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Front of the Antonov 124-100
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Preparing the ramp
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Very early in the morning
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Bangkok subway car inside the airplane
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Guests and VIPs take a look
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More preparation for the offloading
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Leveling the ramps
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More adjustments
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Ramp detail
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Rolling out
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Subway car at the end of the ramp

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Truck backs up to the waiting subway car
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Inserting pieces to the end of the ramp
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Monitoring the process
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Rolling on to the truck
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(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Precision–wheels of the bogie as it rolls
onto the truck

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Checking alignment
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(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
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Almost on the trailer

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)

Securing the bogie

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Covering the car for a ceremony
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Workers pose in front of the train
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(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
Two of the subway cars offloaded
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Interior of the Antonov
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Band plays for the VIPs

(Photo: The Freight Co. Ltd.)
The three cars waiting in an airplane hanger
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Below: Various views of the Antonov
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Delivery photos above are courtesy of
the The Freight Co. Ltd.
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Bangkok subway
car on display – November 2, 2003
The first Bangkok subway car on display at the "Life and Living
2003" exhibition at the Impact Convention Center, Muangthong Thani.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above left: Looking in the end of the car.
Above right and below: The subway cars is obviously almost a close
on the Skytrain cars except they lack some of the stylistic elements like
the curving, overhead handgrip bars.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Where to get Pen-Ek DVDs?
November 20, 2003
Categories: Film and TV
Where to get Pen-Ek DVDs? – November 20, 2003
Pen-Ek Ratanaruang is a sophisticated director who makes quirky, often
surrealistic films about modern Thai people living isolated lives
in the big city. Most of his work is internationally acclaimed, which
means it is usually not popular with Thai audiences. JF asks where
to get DVDs of Pen-Ek Ratanaruang movies (genuine copies, if possible),
especially Last Life in the Universe and Monrak Transistor:
JF writes: I did a survey just now. I walked and checked all the
pirated DVD shops on Silom from Rama IV until the Christian hospital
(on the Patpong side only). My findings:
-The worst answer: I waited for almost 10 minutes without the shop
owners paying attention to me while they were selling to a Montana
guy buying a truck load of DVDs. I walked away.
-The best answer: Will be available next week.
-The average answer: What is that movie? It’s Thai movie? What’s the
name in Thai?
Guess that it’s a case of a good movie released at the wrong place,
wrong time… On the Last
Life website you can download nice wallpapers…
BTW: Here’s an interview
2Bangkok.com did with Pen-Ek when he was having his first local success
with the film Fun Bar Karaoke.

Thai / Cambodian Border History 1953 to 1999
November 21, 2003
Categories: Border Issues, Cambodia
Thai / Cambodian Border History 1953 to 1999
– November 21, 2003
Website
with an interesting history of the Thai-Cambodian border in
modern times.

Selling a Thai style
November 21, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Selling a Thai style – The Star, November 21,
2003
Make no mistake, high-octane Thai action-thriller Ong Bak is certainly
making waves with audiences worldwide, even attracting the attention
and praise of renowned French director Luc Besson.

Anti-GMO protest staged around cargo vessel in Tha…
November 21, 2003
GMOs
exposed in Thailand – Greenpeace, November 21,
2003
”Thailand and other Asian countries increasingly risk to become
the dumping ground of GMOs that are rejected by Europe. growing of
GE crops are banned in Thailand for a good reason, and we should not
encourage the growing of GE crops elsewhere by allowing imports from
the US and Argentina.”
Earlier: Anti-GMO
protest staged around cargo vessel in Thailand
– Xinhuanet, November 20, 2003
Greenpeace seems to have become quite active in Thailand recently.
Earlier this month an anti-GMO banner was hung over a billboard in
Bangkok. Now: Seven Greenpeace members wrote large anti-genetically
modified organism (GMO) signs with white paint on each side of the
pink hulk of a Argentina cargo ship, named MV Poseidon, which anchored
on the sea of Thailand Gulf, some 120 kilometers southeast of Bangkok.

More About Kempinski Ownership
November 21, 2003
Categories: Buildings
More about Kempinski
– November 21, 2003
We received 10 emails asking if there was a mistake in an article
2Bangkok.com linked
to yesterday stating "Kempinski… is today owned by the
Crown Property Bureau of Thailand."
No mistake. In 1996, Dusit
Thani Hotel Group bought the Kempinski hotel chain for $165 million
along with Siam Sindhorn investment group. One of Siam Sindhorn’s
major owners is the Crown Property Bureau. At the time, such an acquisition
was viewed with great pride as Thai companies were moving out of Thai
markets and wheeling and dealing internationally.
Unfortunately Dusit was sliding to the bottom of a dire profit slump
and in 1997 Dusit sold its share of Kempinski to Siam Sindhorn Co
Ltd. Thus today the chain is controlled by the Crown Property Bureau.
Others were wondering if they had heard another entity was supposed
to have won the hotel rights. No, what they are thinking about is
the construction contract. Natural Park land will build the hotel
(Natural
Park lands Siam Paragon hotel, November 6, 2003) while Kempinski
will operate it (Kempinski
tipped to run new hotel – The Nation, November 5, 2003). More
on the Paragon and the
Siam
Intercontinental Hotel
BTW: This reminds of an amusing incident in the past of the
subway construction. Immediately after the Dusit profit slump in 1996,
the owners of Dusit went on Quixotic crusade to reroute the billion
dollar subway system so their parking garage would not be closed down.
It was notable for the various threats Dusit made to thrown their
considerable weight around to get their way.
Will
Bangkok’s venerable Dusit Thani close?, AsiaWeek: …Chanut
may have a trump card: allegations that the contract cost was inflated
by bribes, commonplace in Thai public projects. "There are questions
over this that I don’t want foreigners to know — I am proud of being
Thai," says Chanut. But even if she names names, it may not be
enough to save her famous hotel.
In the end, the station and route was built and today the Dusit has
an even
more prime location with subway entrances just a few meters from
their front doors.

Reason for the wildlife crackdown
November 23, 2003
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Reason for the wildlife crackdown – The Nation,
November 23, 2003
2Bangkok.com has been mentioning the reason for the wildlife trade
crackdown for one year and now here it is finally in the local papers:
Sawek said the raid was intended to stamp out the trafficking of
protected species ahead of the upcoming conservation conference. The
CITES (Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species) conference will be hosted
by Thailand next year.

The Indochina Highway 2001-2003
November 24, 2003
Categories: Highways and Roads
THE INDOCHINA HIGHWAY
For other highway news, see the Road to Angkor Wat
Developing the Asian Highway network – Bangkok Post, November 24, 2003
After years of arduous negotiations, representatives of 32 Asia-Pacific countries last week adopted an agreement that sets out the minimum terms, conditions and
standards for joining, coordinating and developing the vast, 140,000-kilometre Asian Highway network.
Plans for new highways through Laos, Burma, Cambodia and China – Bangkok Post, December 4, 2003
Terdsak Sedthamanop, director-general, said yesterday a two-lane route was planned from the Chiang Khong district of Chiang Rai province through Luang Namtha
in Laos, and then continuing on to Jinghong in China…
There would be a 50 km stretch from Nan province to Muang Ngeun and Pak Beng in Laos. The route could eventually be extended to Hanoi. Calling of tenders was
planned for next year. A second route to Laos would start from Tha Li district of Loei province, cross the border at the Huang river and continue to Ken Thao
township on Laos. Work on the 20km project would begin on Dec 14.
The construction contract for the second Thai-Lao bridge across the Mekong river was signed yesterday at the Transport Ministry in Bangkok.
Planned for completion in 2006, the 2km bridge will link Mukdahan with Savannakhet in Laos. The work depends on a 2.5-billion baht loan from the Japan Bank for
International Cooperation.
From Thailand to Burma, a 38km route, including the second bridge across the Mae Sai river, would be built to connect Mae Sai district in Chiang Rai province with
Kengtung in Burma.
From Kengtung, it could be extended to Mandalay and India as well as Jinghong in China.
A 15km route is also planned from Mae Sot in Tak to Myawaddy in Burma. Construction of the 150-million-baht road should start next year.
To Cambodia, a 20km road is planned from Si Sa Ket to Anlong Veng. Thai government grant of 120 million baht is available for the extension of the route to Siem
Reap.
Also planned was a 150km road from Koh Kong to Srey Ambel, Mr Terdsak said.
Kunming-Bangkok highway project to be launched soon – October 27, 2003
With a total length of 1,887 km, the highway will start in Kunming, capital of Yunnan province, run through Laos and end in the Thai capital of Bangkok.
Driving from India to Thailand via Myanmar – but when? – Hindustan Times, October 11, 2003
Years after the idea was first conceived, a highway that will link India with Thailand via Myanmar is slowly taking shape but no one appears to be know when it …
India, Thai, Myanmar meet on road project in December – The Hindu, October 9, 2003
An ambitious trilateral road project to connect India with Myanmar and Thailand may take concrete shape when their Foreign Ministers meet in New Delhi in
December, External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha said today…
Another project under discussion is the modernization of the Dawai Port in Myanmar. A road will link it with Kanchanapuri and Bangkok in Thailand connecting
Andaman Sea to Gulf of Thailand reducing journey time for ships, Sinha added.
Driving to Vietnam? – 07:44, May 25, 2002
From The Nation: A caravan of 4x4s organized by Thai tourism officials to promote driving in the Mekong lower basin were surprised to be halted at the Vietnamese
border. "It shouldn’t have been a problem anymore because Vietnam is one of six countries who signed the Greater Mekong Sub-region Agreement…"
In any event: "When the second Thailand-Laos Friendship Bridge and Route 9 are completed, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam will be connected by highways," ….Right
now, it takes six to eight hours to travel 230 km from Savannakhet on rugged Route 9 to the Bao border checkpoint. From Vietnam’s far west border, it takes three
hours to connect to Vietnam’s National Highway 1 at Dong Ha, a small town in Quang Tri province. From here in Dong Ha, the ancient town of Hue is only two
hours south. The trip is expected to be faster when Route 9 in Laos is completed in 2005…
India, Thailand, Myanmar Highway – The Economic Times, 17:36, April 6, 2002
India’s northeast welcomes road link with Southeast Asia – AP, April 8, 2002
Thai, Laos, China road link plan – The Nation, January 15, 2002
The transport ministers of Thailand, Laos and China have agreed to construct a road linking the three countries, from Thailand’s Chiang Khong to Jinghong in
southern China. Transport and Communica-tion Minister Wan Muhamad Noor Matha said each country would invest equally in the road project, to be called route
R3….
Wan Noor, who led a group of officials in a meeting with their Chinese and Laotian counterparts in Jinghong on January 12, said the cost would depend on the
quality and the size of the highway. China, he said, suggested building a four-lane road, while Thailand and Laos went for two lanes initially….
Wan Nor said the aim was to finish a detailed study of the R3 project this year in order to begin construction next year, before completion in 2006. ….
The highway will cover 260 kilometres, starting from Chiang Khong in Chiang Rai province, then passing through Laos’ Huay Sai, Laung Nam Ta, and Boten before
reaching Jinghong…..
Plans for the new ‘Asian Highway’ shift into high gear – Business Day, January 15, 2002
Officials from Thailand, Laos and China meeting in Bangkok yesterday agreed, in principle, to go ahead with the construction of the "Asian Highway" that will
connect the southern Chinese city of Kunming with Bangkok…. "The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will act as coordinator in the fields of technical assistance and
highway design. The survey and design work will start this year and the construction will begin in 2003, with completion expected in 2006," Wan Noor said…
Thailand-Laos-Vietnam highway – November 28, 2001
Here’s something on a Thailand-Laos-Vietnam highway that has been agreed to. The East-West Economic Corridor will run from the Vietnamese port of Danang
through Savannakhet in Laos to Mae Sot on Thailand’s western border. It’s hoped to extend the road to Moulmein in Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, which will
link the South China Sea with the Indian Ocean…. The highway will include a bridge across the Mekong river, which flows along the Thailand-Laos border. The
countries hope the project will be completed in four years.
Thailand-Myanmar-India highway – November 26, 2001
An AFP story on Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s trip to India this week includes a brief mention of an interesting regional highway proposal: (They will
discuss) "the construction of a regional highway linking three countries — Thailand, Myanmar and India," he told AFP. Yongyuth said the highway would run
between the northern Thai district of Mae Sot and India’s northeastern Assam region.
New routes would bring prosperity and problems
More convenient for gamblers, smugglers
Excerpted from the Bangkok Post, December 3, 2001 – Supamart Kasem

A seminar has concluded the planned Indochinese transportation network would ultimately benefit the country but the government must be ready for the myriad
problems it was bound to generate….
Although the development would bring economic benefits to millions of people, Mr Korn warned Thailand would also have to deal with many problems. He said the
convenient transport network could facilitate the immigration of alien workers and make Thailand once again prone to long-banished diseases such as malaria,
elephantiasis, cerebrospinal meningitis and tuberculosis.
The regional network might also encourage more Thai gamblers to visit the 21 casinos spread across neighbouring countries, the clients of which are 90% Thai, he
said.
Gen Siri warned of the influx of illicit goods and transnational criminals. Cheap goods from China might also snatch market shares enjoyed by Thai goods in
neighbouring nations, he said.
Maj-Gen Picharnmet suggested Thailand be prepared for illegal immigrants, smuggled goods, drugs and transnational prostitution.
The transport routes would facilitate drug traffickers and the operation of 40-50 drug factories near Thailand, Mr Pitaya said. They could produce 700-800 million
methamphetamine pills annually.
But Mr Pradech said tourism would benefit from the transport network and tourist arrivals would increase from 9.6 million to over 10 million.
He said Phitsanulok would become a tourism hub with easy access to historical attractions in Sukhothai, eco-tourist attractions in Tak and Burma, and other
destinations in the Mekong region and beyond.
Many European and Asian tourists currently travel to China through Hong Kong, he said, but they could just as easily travel through Thailand if the new tourist
routes were developed.
Mr Pradech predicted tourists from Europe would rise from two million a year to three million and travellers from other regions would increase from 7.5 million to
nearly 10 million. The regional development would also facilitate the exchange of tourists between Thailand and China. Seminar participants agreed agencies would
have to be ready to cope with immigration, drug and public health problems before pushing for the regional transport network.

Researchers try to save world’s largest catfish
November 24, 2003
Researchers
try to save world’s largest catfish –
November 24, 2003
More data, including Hogan’s, have shown that its numbers fell
by at least 80 percent over the last 13 years, a "pretty massive
decline" that prompted the critically endangered classification
in the group’s latest list released Nov. 18…

Thai breast news goes worldwide
November 24, 2003
Categories: Uncategorized
Thai breast news goes worldwide – November 24, 2003
Thai domestic news is not often a carried internationally except if it is about sex, traffic jams, elephants, or monkeys. Any story about these subjects is immediately
broadcast throughout the world. Thus, it is no surprise that last week’s debate over whether the breasts of fashion models should be visible (Bangkok is trying to
promote itself as a fashion capital) and the sensational Thai Rath story about nipple stickers (implying that good girls will start using them–as opposed to just fashion
models and sex workers) were eagerly reported internationally.
Here are some examples. Most are from wire stories, but it does show the kind of news the international media is eager to print about Thailand.
Models expose breasts, sparking Thai furore – Straits Times, Singapore
Exposing breasts in Fashion show sparks controversy in Thailand – Xinhua, China
Thailand raps Elle magazine over bare-breasted fashion show – Asia Pacific Media Network
Nipple clampdown – News24, South Africa
Ministry raps bare-breasted fashion show – Hindustan Times, India
Nipple clampdown in Thailand – Ananova, UK
Thailand raps Elle magazine – The Statesman, India
Exposing breasts in Fashion show sparks controversy in Thailand – People’s Daily, China
Thailand raps Elle magazine over bare-breasted fashion show – South China Morning Post, Hong Kong
Chang Noi gives some interesting history on this today: The ‘un-Thai’ nipple crisis: …Take the current TV series "Sai Lohit", set in the final days of the Ayutthaya
period. The costuming is splendid, and its exoticness lays a quiet claim to authenticity. The bare torsos of the males, resplendent with tattoos, might be close to
historical accuracy. But to render the females authentic would mean cropping their hair short, blackening their teeth, and leaving their breasts exposed…
Chang Noi is the pseudonym of someone at The Nation (not to hard to guess who if you are familiar with the personalities there). This person’s website is here.

At least Thailand has a constitution…
November 26, 2003
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
At least Thailand has a constitution…
– November 26, 2003
News from our neighbors: The Irrawaddy has an interesting
chronology of Myanmar’s attempts to organize a new constitution
that was started in 1992. The chronology contains event after
event like this: Oct 15, 1993—Twelve political activists
are arrested for speaking out about the National Convention. In
1994, the military charges another man, Dr Aung Khin Sint, an
NLD MP, for distributing leaflets critical of the Convention.
He later received a 20-year prison term.

The Thaksin Dictionary
November 28, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years

Thaksin Dictionary
Also: The Thai Media Project
Thaksin Shinawatra has been very successful in using creative and attention-grabbing vocabulary to focus public opinion. Thai
humor most often consists of word play or double meaning of words and Thaksin has uses words to simplify issues and get his
point across in a humorous way.
Left: Cover of a dayweekly‘s Thaksin Dictionary (a mini-book included with the magazine)

Asiper has summarized the following from "Thaksin Dictionary: Thaksin Shinawatra version" (a dayweekly, No. 23, October 22-28, 2004): All these words come
from the Thaksin government, so if people understand the words, they will see through the society. However, note that these words are humorous or focus on
emotion–they do not focus on academic or serious meaning. One example of this is jone krajok.
Here are some more examples from each year:
1. Year 2001 – double standard, 30 baht can cure all diseases
2. Year 2002 – Kwai Center (Buffalo Center), OTOP, Aua Arthon
3. Year 2003 – UN mai chai por (UN is not my father), Thaksinomics, entertainment complex
4. Year 2004 – Kha prajum, Khajorn (regular, non regular), NGO = stupid, kin khai per chat (Bird flu event), jone krajok, kwai (buffalo)
Vocabulary in the Thaksin government era year 2001
30 baht can cure all diseases
Populist policy of the government that wants people who have low income to access a public health service equal to high-income people.
Source: This is a TRT policy in the election campaign before 2001. This become the popular phrase.
New Thinking, New Doing
TRT presents itself to be a new alternative by offering to play a creative role in politics. After that this phrase is distorted in ridicule to be "Old Thinking, Old Doing,
Easy Thinking, Easy Doing." This was because TRT used the formula to mix the add to the party by drawing old MPs from old parties and making good image and
show in the new way.
Source: This is a slogan of TRT that was coined when the part was founded.
The academic at the back of library
This means the academic who is busy with textbook so he sometimes does not know the fact that happen in real life are different from his expertise.
Source: This phrase is a retort from PM Thaksin after Thirayuth Boonmi, Professor of Thammasat University, demanded Thaksin to stop using psychological
pressure on the constitutional court. Thirayuth said "Increase knowledge power to buffalos more than a knight." This makes Thaksin irritated and he came up with
the "academic at the back of library" phrase.
More Thaksin vocabulary coming soon.
Vocabulary in the Thaksin government era year 2002
Eua Arthon
"Eua Arthon" means concern, worry, kindness, and good intentions that a ruler gives to whom they govern (rule). This is the suffix word used in the special issue
such as Ban (House) Eua Arthon, Taxi Eua Arthon , Air Eua Arthon, etc.
Source: It started with the Ban (House) Eua Arthon project which was the PM’s idea at the end of year 2002 that wants low income people to have their own houses.
Village Fund
This is one of the populists policy that gives 1 million baht loan to villages to combat social and economic problems in each village. The village fund policy is a
strategy to develop the grassroots level by focusing on investment so the government strongly presses each village to accept these loans without interest.
Source: This is Mr. Somkid Jatusripitak’s proposal to the Thaksin government in 2002 which has approved and implemented.
Angel
This is one who has absolute power has a passion for power, fits of anger, and display virtue and power by setting the standards of economics and politics while
thinking he is the only one who is right and all those who disagree with him will be countered.
After this word has been used continuously, reporters used it in another way to mean privileged people that have lots of money, power, or fame who do not care the
way they obtain positions such as high level government officials, movie stars, singers, etc.
Source: The name that the parliament journalists gave to the PM .
Spaghetti subdue person
This mean Pol. Capt. Purachai Piemsomboon who conduct his duty to check the young ID card who likes to wear spaghetti strap tops and travels at night.
Source: A name that journalists gave to Pol. Capt. Purachai when he was the Interior Minister in 2002.
Vocabulary in the Thaksin government era year 2003
"The UN is not my father"
The statement of the year for 2003 was made by PM Thaksin Shinawatra who shocked people all around the country by using this statement to answer reporters who
asked about the Human Rights Office of the UN. The office was going to send officers to observe the implementation of the Thai Anti-drug scheme. This happened
because Dr. Pradit Jaroenthaitawee, National Human Rights Committee, took the human rights violation problem caused by the war on drug to discuss at a UN
conference.
Source: Thaksin said this when he was upset with reporters who thronged to interview him about the killing the ‘mass of drug dealers.’ (in Thai the special phrase
for this is ka tad ton meaning to kill someone before they reveal your secrets or to silence them. Mostly, it happens to gunmen or drug agents to prevent
them from telling policemen from whom they get their orders from). This was a hot issue in March 2003.

Thaksinomics
The theory of Thailand administration lead by PM Thaksin Shinawatra focuses on developing and growing capitalism. At the same time it emphasize the grassroots
to access capital. It claims to develop capital without socialism, saying real capital cannot exist if income cannot be distributed to all. So the government tried to
make capital available for people to access–not only for a few people as it was in the past. Government administrative by distributing money directly to the masses.
Source: Academics used this term to define the way Thaksin administers the country.
Entertainment complex
Thaksin explained is that ‘entertainment’ is at the center of recreational activities consisting of large hotels, theaters, shops that sell OTOP… and legal casinos.
The polite word for “casino” means a place for gambling and Thaksin is confident that casinos would boost tax collection and income for Thailand. In addition,
people would not go abroad to gamble. This is one idea of Thaksin that has not been brought to reality because people and academics resist it.
Source: Thaksin sounded out people on opening free casinos in the name of “Entertainment Complex” on November 28, 2003 on his radio program “PM Thaksin
talks to the people” by citing the core objectives of opening free casinos as recreation.
Vocabulary in the Thaksin government era year 2004
Khaprajum
These are ‘regular critics’ such as MPs, academics, and NGOs who often and continuously object to the government.
Source: This word was first used around New Year of 2004 when the PM was seriously criticized by many parties.
Khajorn
These are ‘occasional critics’ such as MPs, academics, and NGOs who only occasionally criticize the government (opposite of khaprajum).
Source: This word is risen almost the same time of kraprajum.
Jone krajok
Jone is the thief or robber. Krajok means not important, little, humble so jone krajok means a thief (bad guy) who steals or robs small things.
Jone krajok was used by Thaksin to describe the people behind the unrest in the South. It was to say they were merely thieves involved with drug or smuggling and
who were not connected with religions motives.
Source: It is general use to explain the groups or person who do the unrest in three southern provinces such as Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.
Eat chicken for the nation
This was the designated name of the festival “The Fair for Eating Thai Chicken which is 100% safe” at Sanam Luang in February 2004. The fair was held after the
government declared that it was able to stop the bird flu epidemic. To convince to people, the PM showed how to cook Kai Pad Prik Krapro by himself and gave to
people to eat.
Source: This word appeared in the mass media since the mobile cabinet meeting at Kanjanaburi where all menus had chicken included and ministers started saying
“Eat chicken for the nation.”
Nok kamin bird tour
This is the traveling program to visit, survey, and check public favor by having the PM stay overnight at various places such as temples, people’s houses or with the
military, etc. Money is distributed also.
Source: This word is occurred when the PM traveled to visit people in the area from April 18-28 by car.
Nok kamin in Thai is the name of a bird that sleeps in various places instead of having a nest. For example if it flies to Yala and arrives there at night so it will sleep
there and if tomorrow it flies to Pattani, it will sleep in Pattani. This is the same as Thaksin going to visit villages–if he is there in the evening, he will sleep there and
not come back to sleep in the hotel.
See through
This word describes seeing thorough the hidden ideas of the country’s leaders including the cabinet, politicians and government officials.
Source: This word has been around a long time, but midway thought of 2004 when kraprajum and khajorn people came out to expose Thaksin’s ideas, a book was
published called “Seeing through Thaksin.” This idea was carried over to the “Seeing through Thaksin group" made up of Thai Rak Thai critics.

If the terrorists succeeded in Thailand…
November 28, 2003
Categories: Security
If the terrorists succeeded in Thailand… – The Nation, November 28, 2003
Special Branch officer Police Colonel Pirapong Duang-amporn suggested the country would have experienced one of its most disastrous days in modern history…

End of Trink
December 3, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
End of Trink
– December 3, 2003
Don alerts us to Stickman’s news item about Bernard Trink’s legendary column finally being dropped from the Bangkok Post on December 31. It has been a long
tenure for the Trink Page–from a two-page column 30 years ago in the defunct Bangkok World that recommended specific prostitutes to today’s column where Trink
is reduced to printing email urban legends and discussing food prices with, as the New York Times famously put it, ‘nixonian seriousness.’

Story behind the ‘curse’
December 3, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs
Story behind the ‘curse’ – December 3, 2003
Wire reports are carrying the story of the German tourist cursed
by picking up a shard from a temple (such as in the Sydney
Morning Herald, ‘Curse of the emerald shard’, December 1,
2003). It is reported as another completely true, but weird, story
from Thailand.
It is interesting to note that the Thai-language press treats
this as more of a publicity stunt and The Nation, as usual,
gives some further background: The leader of a tour guide association
yesterday said that tour guides were not to blame. Authorities
normally treated fragments chipped off historical structures as
scrap, said Thailand Guide Association president Charupol Ruengkate.
He did not think it was illegal or immoral to pick up a glass
fragment from the ground, Charupol said. If the German tourist
had not picked up the glass shard, it would have been thrown away,
he added. "I do believe the story, but I don’t understand
what the TAT’s purpose is in disclosing the information,"
he said. (‘German tourist picks up bad karma‘ Dec 01, 2003).

Monkey hospital news carried around the world
December 4, 2003
Categories: Thailand in the International Media, Wildlife and Nature
Monkey hospital news carried around
the world – December 4, 2003
Just to note this Bangkok
Post story about a monkey hospital opening has
been carried around the world’s. Ananova, Yahoo News,
NEWS.com.au, San Jose Mercury News, Newsday, USA Today,
ABC News, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Rocky Mount Telegram,
and Local6.com ware all carrying it within about 9 hours
of the story’s release on wire services. This fits into
2B’s thoughts that Thai domestic news is not often a
carried internationally except if it is about sex, traffic
jams, elephants, or monkeys.
Earlier: Thai breast news goes
worldwide

Some background on Sok Yoeun
December 5, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Some background
on Sok Yoeun – December 5,
2003
Here is the Asian
Human Rights Commission’s urgent appeal and Amnesty
International Australia’s background
on the case.
Earlier: Saving
Sok Yoeun and What’s
behind the Sok Yoeun case?

King Bhumibol Adulyadej Square
December 6, 2003
Categories: The Monarchy
King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Square – December 6, 2003
Carleton Cole wrote an interesting article about a public square
in the U.S. honoring HM The King (New
sign unveiled in HM’s US birthplace, December 5, 2003, The
Nation): Unveiled on November 18, the monument consists
of a bronze plaque atop a marker of pink granite from nearby Vermont
state that was chosen to match existing granite columns at the
entrance to nearby John F Kennedy Park. Three days later a more
visible black sign with white letters was unveiled near the monument,
replacing a smaller bronze sign that was difficult to read.
Carleton sent the photo and design graphic below to give an idea
what the square is like (the captions are his as well).

Left: King of Thailand Birthplace Foundation
(KTBF) President Cholthanee Koerojna and KTBF members Chalermpol
and Muntana Intha, the architect couple who designed and
partly financed the new commemorative memorial at King Bhumibol
Adulyadej Square. The sign in the background above the streetlight
is the old one that has been replaced by the monument plus
a new bigger sign.

(Photo: KTBF)
Right: Pranissa Boonkhom’s draft of
the renovation that took place in the square. KTBF further
explains: The landscape is designed by Halvorson, Co.
The sketch is done by the Thai woman, Pranissa Boonkhom,
a Harvard University School of Design graduate who now
works for this company. Pranissa is a daughter of the
former Dean of the Architect School, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok in Thailand. This dean was also Charles’s classmate.
The City of Cambridge contracted this company to design
and include the King Bhumibol Adulyadej Sqaure in that
landscape. This landscape project is in the citywide landscape
development in the near future. In the design, you will
see another matching granite column on the same side on
the right. There are two matching columns across the street
on the Harvard Square Hotel at the cross walk entrance.
Full-sized image
(73kb)

(Photo: KTBF)

The Thai Labour Museum
December 7, 2003
Categories: Labor

Thai Labour Museum reopens
– December 7, 2003
A few photos of today’s events…
Left: Thai Labour Museum on Nikhom Makkasan
Road

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Right: Kader fire diorama. More on the
Kader fire: Melted Bart
Below: Newspapers from past October protests

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: An item from the celebrity
auction: Chuwit Kamolvisit’s
saxophone

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: One of the many dioramas showing
labour conditions of the past

Thai Labour Museum
reopening – November 10, 2003
Suchada Boonchoo informs us: The
Thai Labour Museum will formally reopen on December
7. I would like to invite you to come for opening day.
The program for opening day will be translated to English
soon. You can visit the new website at www.thailabourmuseum.org.

A schedule of the events on December 7 is here.
Earlier: Thai
Labour Museum website – September 3, 2003
A temporary site–you can click through the photos for
a tour: The one-storeyed TLM was formerly a railway
police station and later the Railway Labour Union headquarters.
With workers’ power as an obvious threat to the government,
the union building had been under siege every time a
coup was staged. The prison cell (which is now the library),
and the door damaged by an army axe (which is still
kept), bear testimony to the oppressive state machinery.
Left: Diorama of workers building
the Golden Mount. The museum used to have an folksy
‘dollhouse’ like representation of the Kader
factory showing the layout of the factory and how
the doors were sealed.
(Photo: Thai Labour Museum)

‘The statue of pushing wheel’
– November 20, 2003
Several people asked about the meaning of the statue
at the Thai Labour Museum. Suchada Boonchoo explains:
Outside to the west of the building which is adjacent
to the street, stands an usual statue, a veritable masterpiece
by Suraphol Preechawachira and others in 1993. The artists
who dedicated their work to the masses create the piece
which is entitled "Dignity of Labour", the
hope of raising worker’s self-esteem and self-respect.
The first ever to be dedicated to the working class,
the sculpture takes the form of male and female workers
pushing forward with all their might the wheel of history,
crushing an army tank along the way. The sculpture symbolizes
labour’s spirit and unity in their struggle against
oppression.
(Photo: Thai Labour Museum)

What’s at the Thai Labour Museum
The following is a press release describing the
exhibits at the Thai Labour museum
Thai Labour Museum
The Dignity and Pride of Thai Labour
The one-storied building has a history which itself
lends weight to the labour museum. Once a railway-police station,
the building still retains the iron-barred fitted prison cell, which
is now a library. After the police station was moved, the building
functioned as the headquarters of the Railway Labour Union for several
years. The fact that the union had acted as the spearhead of the
labour movement and the struggle against dictatorship made it an
obvious target to the powers that be. Every time a coup was staged,
this building would be under siege. The still visible damage to
a door, done by a soldier’s axe, tells its own tale.
Outside, to the west of the building, which is adjacent
to the street, stands an unusual statue, a veritable masterpiece
by Suraphol Preechawachira and others. The artists who dedicated
their work to the masses created the piece, which is entitled “Dignity
of Labour” in the hope of raising workers’ self-esteem
and self-respect. The first ever to be dedicated to the working
class, the sculpture takes the form of male and female workers pushing
forward with all their might the wheel of history, crushing an army
tank along the way. The sculpture symbolises labour’s spirit
and unity in their struggle against oppression.
Visitors first find themselves in a multi-purpose hall
which houses a souvenir shop and functions as a meeting room and
temporary exhibition space. On the wall facing the entrance hangs
a massive traditional painting, depicting the evolution of the Thai
working people from the time of serf-slave labour to the present.
The current situation of the Thai workers is represented by the
blaze that claimed 188 lives of the Kader Toy Factory. It was the
worst tragedy in Thai labour history. This particular work of art
was executed by Isra Thayathathai and friends belonging to the Seub
Thai Group of Artists. Their main concern is to preserve and to

make use of traditional art for the benefit of society. The painting
serves ideally as both the introduction and conclusion of the essence
of the museum.
An old rickshaw dominates the main hall. The vehicle
was always referred to as a “Rod Jek” (Chinese vehicle)
a sit was typically drawn by Chinese coolies. The rickshaw had long
been the major means of transport for Thai people. The Chinese coolie
who pulled the vehicle led a strenuous life. His thighs were swollen
with prominent veins and sinews, the result of his efforts to earn
enough on which to basically live. Available evidence shows that
these people were often badly abused by vehicle owners.
******************************************
The Thai Labour Museum is sectioned into six theme rooms as follows:
Room No. 1
Corvé Labour Formed the Basis of the Ancient Society
The first room on the left wing of the museum is devoted
to illustrating the miserable life of the compulsory workers in
former times. On display are old utensils and accounts of the life
of serfs and slaves who were the backbone of the feudal system.
They were the productive force in every area of activity, from farming,
construction of temples, palaces and roads to defending the country
against the enemies. The exhibition in this room depicts the transition
from a subsistence economy, which is the main feature of feudalism
to a commercial economy, which gave rise to paid labour force. A
copy of the historic Bowring Treaty which was signed with the British
in 1855, and opened the door for international trade is displayed
here. Exhibits in one end of the room reveal the story of Chinese
coolies who were predecessors of today’s wage earners. Bound
by serfdom, Thai subjects were not allowed to travel at will, leaving
a demand gap for paid labour to be filled by migrant workers from
China.
*************************
Room No. 2
Thai Labour and Their Role in Modernisation
Here visitors will gain an insight into the Thai workers
involvement in the modernisation of the Kingdom during the reign
of King Rama V. Interesting displays include an old-fashioned sugarcane-milling
machine which recreates the atmosphere of this pioneering industry
in the Rattanakosin era. Also on view is a timeworn rubber rolling
machine that was used in the South’s first industry.
A replica representing a scene of railway construction,
for which a great number of lives were sacrificed, disclosed the
dark side of modernisation. The work is by Santi Thongsuk who was
awarded Asian Outstanding Artist of the year 1994.
**************************
Room No. 3
United We Stand
The plight and problems of Thai labour prior to 1932
Political Reform are mirrored here. A number of documents show that
at various times, workers had already attempted to unite in the
form of associations. Copy of leaflets distributed by workers demanding
fair treatment and a copy of a Labour Newspaper. The first paper
that spoke for the working people provides first hand information
about the labour movement during the period.
************************
Room No. 4
The Bastion of Democracy
Displays in the first room on the right wing unveil
the labour movement after the Political Reform in 1932 up to the
coup d’etat by Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat. The Bastion of
Democracy Medal in the showcase is testimony to Thai workers’
devotion to democracy since its infancy. The medal was presented
to the workers in recognition of their role in protecting the democratic
system against the Bavoradej Rebellion in 1933. This room also features
a painting by a British PoW depicting the construction of the Death
Railway, which took a heavy toll on inmates’ lives. Next to
the painting is a tiny piece of paper, which bears the handwriting
of Field Marshal Pibul Songksram, commanding officials to ensure
fairness for female workers.
***************************
Room No. 5
From the Dark Age to the Golden Age
Photographs and accounts showing the fate of labour
leaders under the rule of Field Marshal Sarit occupy an entire wall.
At that time, the labour movement was regarded as a threat to economic

development and ruination of investment climate. A good few of the
labour leaders were either imprisoned or executed under the 17th
Revolutionary Decree. Prakob Toolaklam, a former labour leader and
now a museum official, is more than willing to recount his eight
years and eleven months behind bars, and to tell how other labour
leaders experienced similar misfortunes at the hands of the military
regime.
Standing in the middle of the room is a chaff removing
and rice-milling machine. “A poignant example of villagers’
wisdom”. It serves to reminds visitors of the time when the
agricultural sector gradually crumbled under the force of industrialisation.
Young men and women were driven off their land into the factories
leaving their farming tools behind.
The working class, experienced the freedom of expression,
emanating from the 14th October 1973 incident, became more vocal
in their demand for rights and benefits. A collection of photographs
reminds you of the major demonstrations that took place during this
democratic period. Cases include the strike of Standard Garment’s
women workers who were beaten by government officers and political
gangsters; the strike by the Dusit Thani Hotel workers; the strike
by Hara’s women workers who took over the factory, sold shares
to the public and carried out the production of jeans. A pair of
denims with the hammer and sickle symbol on the back pocket manufactured
by Samakkee Kammakorn Factory is also on view.
Objects and literature representing the cultural uniqueness
of the Thai labour movement, such as lyrics describing the hardship
of the working class are exhibited in one end of the room. There
are also memoirs and momentos which provide recollections of the
famous union leaders Arom Pongpangan and Paisan Thawatchainan who
played a key role during the blooming democratic period of 1973-1976.
*************************
Room No. 6
Thai Labour Today
The museum’s presentation ends with records on
the recent Thai labour movement. Shown here in Room No. 6 are, among
others, accounts of the rally for the Social Security Act, the rally
for 90-day maternity leave, the life and work of Thanong Phoarn,
a union leader who challenged the dictatorial “National Peace
Keeping Council” and mysteriously disappeared in 1991, and
the participation of the workers in the fight for democracy in May
1992. In one corner of the room stands a showcase displaying the
remains from the burnt down Kader Factory where hundreds of workers
died in a fire caused by the greed for profit.
************************
In addition to the six display rooms already mentioned, there are
a library and an audio-visual room.
The Prof. Nikom Chandravitoon Library is named after
a former director general of the Labour Department and respected
scholar. The library offers a good collection of documents, books
and research works on Thai labour and is open to the public.
The Thawati Rithidej Audio-visual Room is named after
an intellectual labour leader, known as the first hero in the history
of Thai labour. A selection of cassette tapes on seminar topics
and music, and videotapes is also available.

Civic group in bid to save historic building
December 8, 2003
Categories: Buildings
Civic
group in bid to save historic building –
Bangkok Post, December 8, 2003
The Bang Lamphu Civic Group plans to step up calls for government
permission to renovate the historic Kurusapha printing house into
a community museum, and culture and arts centre… Comprising
two buildings on a 1-rai plot next to Santi Chaiprakan Park, on
Phra Athit Road, the printing house has been marked for demolition
by the Committee for the Conservation of Rattanakosin and Old
Towns.

The Nation on the defensive
December 8, 2003
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines, The Thaksin Years
EDITORIAL: Thaksin must drop media “conspiracy” – The Nation, December 8, 2003
Note this unusual and highly defensive editorial from The Nation. This is a change of tone as The Nation typically has been on the attack editorially when dealing
with the government.
This probably indicates the increased pressure The Nation is under to censor itself:
…as The Nation has told members of Thaksin’s inner circle on several occasions, reporters at this newspaper select, write and file their stories without prodding in
one direction or the other from management. Our newsroom is a liberal and open environment in which to work, and reporters are free to draw their own
conclusions from the different types of people they meet in pursuit of stories. Editors merely help them to articulate their ideas.
Members of the Cabinet and the TRT are always told to give us a call whenever they think we have reported something unfairly or inaccurately. The press cannot
help but make mistakes at times. We do our very best to ensure accuracy, but we cannot censor stories or comments from individual members of Thai society as long
as they are within legal boundaries. We can, however, guarantee that we do our utmost to be fair at all times, and will publish corrections of any mistakes we are
proved to have made. Strangely, though, few members of the government choose to participate in the open relationship we encourage. Instead, they monitor us on
their own, accumulating what they believe to be a damning number of biased reports against the government. Their emotions build up and their self-serving
arguments about intentionally biased reporting become real in their minds…
EDITORIAL: Thaksin must drop media “conspiracy”
Published on Dec 8, 2003
The PM and his cronies have convinced many that the press is the enemy. They’re wrong and it needs to stop.
It is no secret that Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra looks at the media with hostile eyes. He and his advisers think that the press is either “with them or against
them”. They believe that the editorial direction of a newspaper or television station is set by “someone higher up” — as if there were an ideological battle going on
through all facets of large, complex media organisations, particularly against the government. They fail to understand — or even to try to understand — that
editorials and opinion pieces represent widely varying views held by many different people, not just editors, but also reporters and people from all walks of life, who
have a say in how this country should evolve.
What a shame. This is misperception on a grand scale. Cabinet members and MPs from the Thai Rak Thai Party have convinced themselves, as they try to please the
prime minister, that several media organisations harbour ill-will towards the government.
All sorts of tricks and tools have been used to pressure the media not to report negatively on the government and to ridicule and shut out people who have criticised
its policies — all in the name of national interest. But we’re left to wonder if all this is really just about a thin-skinned man; is it possible that Thaksin the individual
simply doesn’t like his ideas to be challenged or to himself made the subject of criticism? If so, the government and its cronies have exploited this personal failing of
the premier to carry out a national media strategy that undermines democracy at its roots.
To set the record straight, as The Nation has told members of Thaksin’s inner circle on several occasions, reporters at this newspaper select, write and file their
stories without prodding in one direction or the other from management. Our newsroom is a liberal and open environment in which to work, and reporters are free to
draw their own conclusions from the different types of people they meet in pursuit of stories. Editors merely help them to articulate their ideas.
Members of the Cabinet and the TRT are always told to give us a call whenever they think we have reported something unfairly or inaccurately. The press cannot
help but make mistakes at times. We do our very best to ensure accuracy, but we cannot censor stories or comments from individual members of Thai society as long
as they are within legal boundaries. We can, however, guarantee that we do our utmost to be fair at all times, and will publish corrections of any mistakes we are
proved to have made. Strangely, though, few members of the government choose to participate in the open relationship we encourage. Instead, they monitor us on
their own, accumulating what they believe to be a damning number of biased reports against the government. Their emotions build up and their self-serving
arguments about intentionally biased reporting become real in their minds. These arguments, however, are really part of an illusion that is overwhelming the
foundations of liberal and democratic tolerance.
If there is any fault in the Thai media it is that we have a modern tradition of being highly critical. This has evolved from a history of disappointments with previous
governments that failed to deliver on promises, and worse still, existed only to exploit the people and state power. Thus, the rise of the Thai Rak Thai Party in 2001
was seen as anything but a repudiation of money politics and Thaksin’s assets trial so early on in his premiership epitomised the kind of murky goings-on that so
many Thais wish to be done with. Then came the populist policies of the government, which often times were not properly thought out or explained. Instead, they
were dumped like goods from a factory upon consumers who were expected to buy them without much thought.
Let’s be clear that many previous leaders also bristled at media criticism. However, they also recognised that the press is one of the pillars of modern Thai society.
Former prime minister Anand Panyarachun did not go a week in power without scolding the inaccuracy of this or that press report. Yet he recognised the media’s
vital function as a reflection of the will of the people, which a democratically elected government is bound to listen to. At another level, the press provides a
foundation for pluralism in Thai society — the kind that provides lasting stability and creativity — something a government cannot emulate no matter how popular it
is. On the eve of his birthday last Thursday, His Majesty the King said Thaksin must keep his feet on the ground and listen to public and media criticism. “When
newspapers say the government did it the wrong way, or too violently, they must be heeded. Read those newspapers. Let them write. When they criticise, listen to
them. Thank them when they say the right thing, or tell them to take it easy when they give the wrong criticism.”
At the end of the day, the press largely reflects the views of the people — from all walks of life — and not just those of the reporters, commentators, presenters and
pundits who voice them. The prime minister and his advisers must abandon their paranoid theory about the existence of a media conspiracy, which they have largely
succeeded in selling to Cabinet members and TRT MPs. A government on friendly terms with the media is one that is open to the voices of the people.
The Nation

Thai Casinos in Cambodia
December 9, 2003
Categories: Cambodia
Poipet casinos – December 9, 2003
Earlier this year when the border casinos were in the news, we asked for photos to show what they actually looked like. ‘John G’ sent in a few shots of the Poipet
area casinos. It is no Las Vegas, but it gives an idea of what the area is like.
Right: The Holiday Poipet

Above: The visa office – notice the entrance to the ‘Holiday Palace’ behind it.

Above: The border

Above: The Holiday Palace

Above and below: the interior of the Holiday Palace

Thai gamblers unable to visit casinos – Online Casinos, September 8, 2005
The restriction of Sa Kaew’s provincial administration of border passes to Poi Pet in Cambodia has left many Thais bitter, as they are now unable to visit casinos in
the city. Thailand has no legal casinos, and, in the past, many Thais traveled to Poi Pet in order to gamble, but now they are unable to do so…
New bets on Thai casinos – Casino City Times, June 27, 2005
As reported by the Australian: "The prospects for Australia’s gaming tycoons of new opportunities in Thailand have improved, with the Thai Government pushing for
a referendum on legalising casinos.
"The moves follow a series of raids on illegal casinos last week, prompting Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra to call for a debate on the issue.
"…Mr Shinawatra said a vote on the issue could be held at the next election.
"The debate will be closely watched by Kerry Packer’s Publishing & Broadcasting Ltd and Victorian gaming giant Tabcorp – both of whom are expected to be
among many gaming operators keen on any Thai casino licence.
"…PBL is expected to be well positioned for any change as Mr Packer already knows Mr Shinawatra – a popular leader who made his fortune building a
telecommunications empire before entering politics.
"…PBL has an Asian gaming joint venture with Melco International Development, a company chaired by Macau’s former gambling monopolist, Stanley Ho, through
which they are committed to pursuing further Asian gaming opportunities…"
Thais visit Cambodian casinos for New Years – Rolling Good Times, April 13, 2005
"…Pol. Lt. Col. Niruti Ruengjintana, deputy superintendent of the Aranya Prathet immigration office, said that he expected around 5,000 Thais to cross over into the
Cambodian border town of Poi Pet this morning, and that more were likely to follow in the afternoon…"
Ban on building material for border casino complex – Construction violates agreement, says army – Bangkok Post, July 29, 2004
A ban has been put on the movement of building materials from Thailand to a new casino complex under construction in Cambodia, adjacent to the Chong Sa-ngam
border checkpoint in Si Sa Ket province…
New casino at border upsets army – Bangkok Post, July 28, 2004
…A source said the casino was expected to be completed in the next few months. It was being built by an affiliate of Star Vegas Co, which operates another casino in
Cambodia’s Poipet town opposite Ban Klongluek in Sa Kaeo’s Aranyaprathet district. Thai businessman Sombun Charoensukkraisri, owner of Star Vegas Co, had
invested in the 300-million-baht casino opposite Si Sa Ket in partnership with a Cambodian military officer, Lt-Gen Tia Sot.
Border casinos: Thaksin acts to stem exodus of New Year gamblers – The Nation, December 23, 2003
"Beware! You may lose your money out there, and even if you win and bring back a lot of money, your cash could be seized. The videos will record your movements,"
Thaksin said… Niranuj Sawatkamthon, manager of the Holiday Palace casino in Poi Pet, said yesterday that the stricter screening procedure at the checkpoint had
delayed travellers and prompted complaints from many foreign tourists.
This is a direct blow against Thai police and military men behind the casinos and a further indication of Thaksin’s power and confidence.
Border casinos open again – April 17, 2003
Does any reader have a photo of these casinos? The one-kilometer-long gambling strip, with its well-watered and immaculately manicured lawns, luxury hotels, airconditioned shopping centers, massage parlors and brothels, has seven casinos, with an eighth under construction. "More than 1,000 Thais cross the border every
day," said Wanchai Topan, police chief in Aranyaprathet district of Thailand’s Sa Kaew province, just across from Poipet…
The building of the casinos also caused a population boom in the frontier town. According to Poipet’s new commune clerk San Seang Hou, appointed by the Ministry
of Interior, the town’s population has increased to more than 100,000 from 9,244 families in 1998 census. BTW: Gambling News also carries this story, but has
edited out some material including the last paragraph that mentions "the social costs" of gambling.
2 casino moguls ‘helped Cambodia pay riot bill’ – The Straits Times, March 19, 2003
Gambling kingpins Kok Ahn and Pad Supapa contributed to Monday’s payment to hasten the diplomatic normalisation process and revive their business fortunes,
the Bangkok Post reported, citing a Thai military intelligence source.

Outcry over casino trucks – The Nation, March 13, 2003
The border with Cambodia is closed–except for trucks carrying materials to build Thai casinos. The transportation of construction materials was temporarily halted
for two hours due to concern among Cambodian authorities over the presence of foreign journalists. Cambodian villagers living near the border expressed
discontent over the permit granted to the convoy. Many in the border town have been facing a severe food shortage since the closure of the border…
Poipet casinos seek help from Hun Sen – February 1, 2003
Calamity: the borders are still closed during this Chinese New Year.
No Cambodians allowed – Bangkok Post, December 31, 2002
What’s going on at the Chong Chom checkpoint in Kap Choeng district: When a request to open the checkpoint was submitted to the government, the reason given
as “cross-border trading”. But the reality is quite different, with gamblers instead of traders using the checkpoint. The nearest town on the Cambodian side of the
border _ Samrong _ is miles away on a bumpy road….Cambodian citizens are banned from entering the casino, except those employed as waitresses and cleaners. It
is a pretty good article detailing how much things cost and what goes on around the checkpoint. Does anyone have photos of the casinos?
Pailin’s casinos – October 2, 2002
From "Irony is News" journalism: Pailin, once the heart of Khmer Rouge territory, is now full of Thai casinos. The troops have been replaced by armies of croupiers
in red waistcoats and short black skirts on their way to work at the Caesar International Casino, an aircraft hangar-style monstrosity offering "Disco, Dance,
Karaoke, Restaurant, Massage."
Interesting to note that when this article is used in a Canadaian newspaper it has the title: "Cambodia’s jungle Klondike thrives" but direct from Reuters, it has the
title "Las Vegas overruns Pol Pot’s rural idyll in Cambodia."
A past article on Thai casinos in Cambodia is here.
More on Thai casinos in Cambodia – July 26, 2002
From a Sam Rainsy Party press release: Ly Yong Phat and other Thai businessmen have asked the Koh Kong provincial authorities led by Thai-born Governor Yuth
Phouthang to chase Cambodian farmers and fishermen from a large area between the Thai border and a Thai-built bridge linking, on Cambodian territory, the
commune of Pak Klong and the commune of Dang Tung. Besides, the Thai army is building a road from the Thai border to the city of Sre Ambel, about 200
kilometres eastward.
And an earlier article: SRP oppose land grabs in Pailin and Poipet
Cambodian border casinos – AFP, February 17, 2002
Banned from most forms of gambling in their own country, cashed-up Thais are frittering away tens of millions of dollars every year at gaudy border casinos. After
roaring up the highway from Bangkok, they park their luxury German or Japanese sedans in tightly guarded car parks opposite miserable frontier towns like Poipet,
in Cambodia…
"Legally speaking we might be in Cambodia, but practically speaking it is in fact Thailand," said one of the casino managers.
Just about everyone milling around the Holiday Palace, the Golden Crown Casino and the Star Vegas is Thai and the only currency accepted is the baht. The 5,000
Cambodian employees are expected to only speak Thai.
The casinos are owned by investors from Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Indonesia and China. The management task force also counts Americans, Britons,
Australians and French — in all more than a dozen nationalities. (from Cambodian border casinos, AFP, February 17, 2002)

Change of Plan for Thonburi Station
December 9, 2003
Categories: Thai Railroads

Thonburi Station is part of every master plan as a terminus
of the southern rails. In recent years it underwent a restoration
and bridges leading to the area were built. However, the rail
platforms have now been razed and the land around the station
will be used for future expansion of the Siriraj Hospital. We
have photos, the official announcement, and a full report of
this story that does not appear in the local press.
Right: Platform areas at the station have
been torn down.
The latest: Update
on Thonburi Station – August 17, 2004

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Left: The renovation
model is still in the passenger hall. In the upper left are
overpass bridges that have already been built to provide access
to the area. Both the freight buildings (in the middle) and
the tourism center (on the right by the klong), both obviously
recently renovated, are now derelict, dirty and abandoned.
Guards informed us the tracks will now end at Bangkok
Noi Station (870 away). Wisarut earlier looked
into this: I found from the SRT
website that some part of Thonburi station has to be demolished
to make the way for the new Emergency Building for Siriraj Hospital.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Right: Interior of the spacious
and well-proportioned main hall
A group of Thai and frang students
were at the station taking photos of the area as part of a project
to document abandoned buildings in Bangkok.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Left: The
station itself is in excellent condition and overlooks the Chao
Phraya River.
The plaque in front
of that station reads: The Southern Railway Station – The
southern railway station begins at Bangkok Noi so it is named
"Bangkok Noi Railway Station" or officially called
Thonburi Railway Station. In 1900 A.D., King Rama V removed
the people who stayed in Bangkok Noi and the nearby Muslim mosque
to build the southern railway. The King donated a piece of land
on the opposite bank to build the new mosque "Unsorrizzunna."

During World War II, the Japanese army used this station to
be their base which was bombed by the Allied army that ruined
all of the buildings. Field Marshal P. Pibulsongkram rebuilt
the station (in) the same style–the European style. The southern
railway starts from Bangkok Noi passing Nakornpathom, Petchaburi,
Kanchanaburi and Lungsuan, Chumporn as the end of the route.
Now the station is still preserved in good condition.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
For another abandoned station, see the
Songkhla to Hat Yai railroad & station
Right: The ticketing booths
Below: The sign says "Thonburi Station"

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Earlier photos of the
Thonburi Station
Reiner sent in these photos from April and
May, 2003 when the station area was being used for location
filming.
April 5, 2003 – Thonburi Station made to be Agra
Station for the filming of Jackie Chan’s Around the World
in 80 Days.

(Photo: Reiner)

(Photo: Reiner)
April 5, 2003 – Train awaiting departure to Nam
Tok.

(Photo: Reiner)
April 5, 2003 – Steam locomotive 850 used in the filming of Jackie
Chan’s Around the World in 80 Days.

(Photo: Reiner)
May 19, 2003 – Tourist information center
ready to be opened (by October it was dismantled)
What happened at Thonburi Station?
– Complied from reports by Wisarut Bholsithi, Reiner, and Ron Morris,
December 2, 2003- December 8, 2003
Reiner writes: Last night I was shocked to find
Thonburi station decommissioned. Did anybody know about this development?
Did any of the papers report it? What happened to all the wonderful
plans, partly invested into by considerable restoration works into
the historic station building and the old goods sheds, to create an
historic side, integrating the royal barge museum on the opposite
side of Klong Bangkok Noi?
The SRT
website reports that parts of Thonburi Station have to be demolished
to make the way for the new Emergency Building for Siriraj Hospital
and the terminal has been moved to Bangkok Noi Stop (870 meters from
the original terminal) since it is closer to Arun Amarin Road (the
road in front of Siriraj Hospital).
The Official Announcement from SRT
September 25, 2003 – Thonburi Station Ceased to Exist on October
4, 2003 so as to make the way to transfer of 33-rai of SRT land to
Siriraj Hospital on October 7, 2003. Therefore, The last Station Master
of Thonburi Station will become the first Station Master of Bangkok
Noy Station after October 4, 2003.
The station building and park will remain
Even though Thonburi Station ceases to exist to make the land available
for the new emergency building of Siriraj Hospital (the first and
biggest hospital in Thailand), the actual building will be preserved.
The park in front of Thonburi Station and the pier along Bangkok Noy
canal will also remain. The station master will live in an air-conditioned
temporary office until SRT receives the budget to handle Bangkok Noy
Station.
People living nearby
Housing for SRT workers and officers is closer to Bangkok Noy Station
than Thonburi Station. Some of those who work in Thonburi Locomotive
Depot have used the derelict bogeys as well as the dilapidated locomotives
(Henchel Diesel locomotives) as either resting places or temporary
housing. Stray dogs as well as the dogs owned by SRT workers run around

the depot since SRT has set up the Bangkok Noy Railway Market (a new
market to replace Sala Namron Market).
Bangkok Noi Station and Sala Namron Market
Bangkok Noi station (which replaces Thonburi Station) was built to
force the occupants of Sala Namron market to move to the new market
and to allow the supposedly temporary withdrawal of trains from the
Thonburi Station, thus depriving the market of much of their business.
Once that was accomplished, the trains returned to Thonburi Station.
The cession of Thonburi Station has effectively
forced merchants and hawkers form Sala Namron Market to the new market.
Sala Namron had been illegally set up for about 25 years with mafia
protection form those in military uniforms. Thus SRT has full rights
to evict those merchants and hawkers and send them to live in the
new designated place.
History of Thonburi Station
The station was opened in 1900. During WWII, Allied forces bombed
Thonburi Station into rubble and the original building was destroyed.
Especially on the fateful night on March 5, 1945 when the bomb killed
several patients in Siriraj Hospital. The station was rebuilt in 1950.
History of Bangkok Noi Canal
Bangkok Noy canal is the former Chaophraya River until Somdej Phrachairachathiraj
of Ayudhaya ordered the digging of the shortcut canal around 1529
from the area which is now Thammasart University Hospital to the area
which his now Fort Wichaiprasit and become the main line of the Chaophraya
River.
History of the surrounding park
The park around the Thonburi Station was authorized by the SRT board.
It was created and restored for 6-Cycle Jubilee of His Majesty in
1999 and was paid for by Unilever Thai Holding PCL.
The famous Thonburi Station sign
What happened to the "expensive" wooden station sign from
Thonburi Station that was displayed at Parliament during the censor
debate in May of 2003? It was used to deflect charges of corruption
from Transport Minister Suriya and its surprise unveiling left the
opposition stunned. We wonder who has the sign now.
GOVT
COUNTER-ATTACK: Bt150,000 sign points at Pradit – The Nation,
May 30, 2003
Give
public the answers, orders PM – The Nation, May 31, 2003
No mention of the Thonburi Station
closure in the Thai press?
It appears that local newspapers did not report when Thonburi Station
was closed for good. They just mentioned the new terminal at Bangkok
Noi as well as the conflict between merchants at Sala Namron. Bangkokbiznews
(a Thai-language Business newspaper owned by the Nation Group) condemned
those merchants at Sala Namron by saying the merchants told a lie
to the public to protect their own vested interests and that Sala
Namron Market should never exist in the first place. We will be interested
to see see who will be the contractor of that new Siriraj Emergency
Building.
Thonburi Station building may not be
the original one, but still it is historic and has quite recently
been extensively restored. It might survive as a historic relic, but
it seems the station as such is gone forever–against all previous
planning which had it integrated.
Arun Amarin Road is about equidistant to Thonburi and Bangkok Noi
stations and as congested as Bangkok roads can be. Bangkok Noi station
had been built only recently in connection with the arguments over
the old market which had now finally been removed. The trains subsequently
duly returned to their original terminus right next to Tha Rotfai
ferry pier. How are ordinary passengers supposed to catch the trains,
including tourists to Kanchanaburi? This is a similar mistake to one
committed by Gen Prapass in 1961 when the Meklong Line was cut back
from Klong San to Wong Wien Yai – away from the then only reliable
and predictable transport artery in Bangkok, the Chao Phraya River.
Odds and ends around the site
Mikado locomotives 950 and 953 are in the area. No. 953 is well maintained.
No. 950 does not work and apparently is used as spare parts for 953.
Many of the rails for the defunct Thoburi Station were produced in
1953 and had begun to rust away.
On April 5, 2003, Thonburi Station was used in filming of "Around
the World in 80 Days." It was supposed to be "Agra Station."
Japanese-built "Pacifics" locomotive 850 was used in the
film as well.
Transportation to the area
Pickup buses No. 1018 (Rotfai – Samyaek Fai Chai) and No. 1475 (Rotfai
– Talingchan) still terminate at Rotfai Pier and bus number 1475 is

one of a few buses that reaches Bangkok Noy Station (thus no problem
on transferring the passengers from Rotfai Pier to Bangkok Noy station).
BMTA Bus No 83 passes by Bangkok Noy Station, thanks to the road parallel
with the railway track even though it still terminates at Wat Amarin
(the temple closest to Thoburi Station and Siriraj Hospital – razed
into pile of rubble at the same time Thoburi Station was bombed –
only a little Ubosot survived).
Changes in schedules
December 15, 2003 – Ceased: Commuter line 351/352 (Bangkok Noy – Nakhon
Pathom)
Substitute: Commuter Line 351/352 (Bangkok Noy – Ratchaburi)
Bangkok Noy Ratchaburi
Commuter 351: 17:38 19:50
Commuter 352: 06:40 04:30
Transformed: Ordinary 253/256->
Rapid 177/178 (Bangkok Noy Lang Suan)
Bangkok Noy Lang Suan
Rapid 177: 19:15 04:35 (New Day)
Rapid 178: 04:35 (New Day) 19:55
Rapid 177/178 will park for 1 minute
at Charansanitwongse Stop, Wat Ngiw Rai Station and Ta Plee Station.
Commuter 355/356 (Bangkok – Suphanburi)
will park at Talingchan Junction.
Note about Chaophraya Express Boat
Due to the higher congestion of river traffic, here are new boat routings:
N6 (Memorial Bridge) N6 (Bangkok Side)
-> for going upstream to Nonthaburi
N6 (Thoburi side) -> for going downstream to Wat Ratchasingkorn
N10 (Siriraj Hospital) N10 (Wang Lung) -> for Going downstream
to Ratboorana
N10 (Prannok) -> for going upsteam to Nonthaburi
N13: This one is renamed as "Phra Athit Pier" -> from
Bang Lamphoo Pier
There is a thread on this at the forum.
Local press reports
on Thonburi Station – January 9, 2004
2Bangkok.com was the first to report on December 2, 2003 that demolition
was going on around the newly renovated Thonburi Station. We also
were first to report that the station are was being given to Siriraj
Hospital. Finally this is being reported in the local press (translated
and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Matichon, January
6, 2004):
SRT is transferring the area around old Thonburi Station for medial
hub. On January 5, 2004, Premier Thaksin headed a ceremony to transfer
SRT land to Siriraj Hospital to construct Siriraj Medical Hub. Minister
Suriya, SRT Director, and Dean of Siriraj Medical School Department
were in attendance. Siriraj Hospital will construct new medical facilities
to function as a medical center for both the Royal Family and other
people.
Even though Siriraj Hospital possesses 70 rai of land, it is stretched
to the limit since the hospital has to take care of more than 6000
patients a day. Therefore, the major expansion is necessary. The expansion
will help the hospital to become a major medical institute in Southeast
Asia since the new facilities will help Siriraj Medical School produce
more doctors and nurses as well as medical personnel and medical researchers.
The expansion will cover the old Thonburi Station area with a total
area of 33 rai, 2 ngan and 94 square wah (total 13,494 sq meters).
Professor Dr. Piyasakol Sakolsatyathorn (Dean of Siriraj Medical School)
said the construction of Siriraj Medical Hub will be three billion
baht. The design will be started in February 2004, the construction
will be started in August 2004 and it will be done in 3 years.
Update on the
‘new’ Thonburi Station – January 19, 2004
Right: Bangkok
Noi station is renamed "Thonburi Station." The two
signs at either end of the platform are covered by linen sheets
with "Thonburi Station" painted on them. The others
still show "Bangkok Noi."

(Photo: Reiner)
The following report is compiled from information
from Reiner, Wisarut, and Ron: SRT has officially transferred the land
to Siriraj Hospital on January 5, 2004 so that Siriraj can construct
a new medical center to allow major expansion of the hospital to become
a major medical institute in southeast Asia to rival medical institutes
in Singapore. Siriraj Hospital will design a new medical center by February
2004 so that the construction can start in August 2004 and be done in
2007. The Dean of Siriraj Hospital Medical School said they are going
to preserve the Thonburi Station building and they are going to deal
with the area around Thonburi station by creating a small park for the
patients as well as the physicians to relax after tedious work.
There is a giant sign opposite Bangkok
Noy Station (near Wat Chimplee Thayikaram) that says "Great Sacrifice
for Extending the Life of Everybody!" and a drawing of the proposed
medical center with a surrounding park. This implies that SRT has
to sacrifice the important terminal for the new medical center. Someone
has put ropes around the station with signs that say "Dangerous
Area!" and "Ceremony Process Held!" Hopefully it means
an exorcism will be held and not demolition of the station. Typically
the government "asks" SRT to "donate" the land
for public goods like the hospital construction as well as the local
road from Chiangmai to Lamphun and around Chatuchak Park.

Left: Where else but on 2Bangkok.com
would you find this: Reiner has located the ‘expensive’ Thonburi
Station signs used to embarrass the opposition in the censure
debate of May 2003

(Photo: Reiner)
Reiner visited the Bangkok Noi/Thonburi station on January
2 and found the following:
– Because of the long weekend, the situation was moderately chaotic,
both outside the station (tuktuks, songteows, taxis, cars, motorcycles
delivering passengers to the 07:20 Lang Suan and the no. 257 07:45
Nam Tok trains vying for space with the market traffic between the
market and the station).
– The Nam Tok train was composed 12 cars, 3 of which exceeded the
length of the platform.
– Double track operation now begins a little south of Ban Champli
only, leaving the sector from Bangbamgru were it previously began
(including Taling Chan) again single-track. Signals seem installed,
but not yet operating. Safety is ensured by the time-honoured token-system.
The entire new track is unsignalled and that is why tokens are used
(AKA ‘Fish tails’ in Thai SRT jargon). SRT has not finished training
SRT workers to operate the modern signals yet. Training will be done
in 2006.
-The engines at Thonburi were 1980-built Alsthom/Henschel/Krupp, no.4210
replacing no. 4214.
Right: Weekend rush at the new Thonburi Station
(formerly Bangkok Noi Station)

(Photo: Reiner)
For the case of Siriraj Hospital, the new medical center
will be limited by Arun Amarin Bridge and Arun Amarin Road (the western
border of old Thonburi Station and Siriraj Hospital – in front of
the new Thonburi Railway station). Wat Amarin remains intact–otherwise,
Siriraj Hospital has to pay heavy compensation the abbot and trustee
of Wat Amarin to construct a new temple.

Left: Three cars of a 12 car train do not
have platform access.

(Photo: Reiner)

(Drawing: Siriraj Hospital)
Official
explanation of what will happen to the former Thonburi Station area
– translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from the Mahidol
website
The area of Thonburi Station which SRT and MOTC transferred to Faculty
of Medicine, Siriraj Hospital is due to the cabinet resolutions of
May 26, 2003 and September 16, 2003 which asks the Faculty of Medicine,
Siriraj Hospital to come up with the Siriraj Hospital Development
Project for a Southwest Asia Medical Center. This project has been
backed by Premier Thaksin Shinnawatra and Minister Suriya Jungrungruengkij.
Thonburi Station Area is 33 rai, 2 ngan, 94 square wah (53,976 sq
meters) on the bank between the Chao Phraya River and Bangkok Noy
Canal. The area transferred also includes Thonburi Station main building.
The Faculty of Medicine is going to develop this area to connect with
the Siriraj Hospital area while preserving the essence of the area,
the connections from inside to the outside, land usage, people who
live around this area, and local customs so that this area will have
benefits for both local people as well as the people from all parts
of Thailand. This project will consist of 5-6 new buildings to be
finished in 3 years.
This project will have the following main principles to meet government
policy and mission:
1. Center of Excellence in Biomedical Research to create new medical
knowledge for sustainable development such as molecular, biogenetic
and post genomic medical research and enhancement for medical care.
2. Center of Excellence in Medical Care through the expansion and
medical service enhancement of Siriraj Hospital to be able to compete

on the international level and enable it to take care of patients
from all classes as well as foreigners to achieve a Center of Excellence
in Medical Care in Southeast Asia.
3. Siriraj Medical Museum as a source of great medical knowledge–collecting
traditional Thai medicine for educational proposes and for tourism
for children, people, and foreigners.
4. Center of Advanced Geriatrics and Gerontology along with data collecting
and propagation of knowledge to the society at large to improve healthcare,
prevention, medical treatment, and rehabilitation of the aged.
5. Center of Medical Information and Communication Technology–using
Technology to develop medical science, facilitate research, improve
service, create a medical database, and connect with provincial and
international medical institutes.
6. Center of Applied Thai Traditional Medicine to produce high quality
personnel on traditional Thai medicine with R & D on traditional
Thai medicine to be acceptable on the international level.
7. Royal Park with herbs, walkway along the river, the pier and preserved
Thonburi Station Building. The Faculty of Medicine will improve the
existing park into a complete park with herbs to create a green area
for patients and visitors to relax and for educational proposes.
This Thonburi Station area will connect with the existing area of
77 rai to create a Center of Excellence with efficient management
and state of the art single systems applied to all sections of Siriraj
Hospital. After finishing the construction of the new buildings, Siriraj
Hospital will be able to make a giant leap forward to reach excellence
as a regional medical center.
The Faculty of Medicine will also start to plan and develop the existing
area including the improvement of OPDs, pathway improvement, green
area improvement, and research projects on the vaccine for dust mite
allergies, prototype virus for producing the vaccine for dengue fever,
Thallassemia project, Cardiovascular Center and Clinical research
management unit.
After the official transfer of SRT area to Siriraj Hospital for free
on January 5, 2004 to support this project for the Center of Medical
Excellence, the Faculty of Medicine will preserve Thonburi Station
building as a museum building and the Tourism Authority will develop
the tourist pier for the tourists from the Grand Palace, the mouth
of Bangkok Noy canal, Siriraj Hospital Museum, Railway Museum, the
Royal Barges, Wat Amarinthararam (the temple next to Siriraj Hospital),
Bangkok Noy Railway Market, and tourists who go along Bangkok Noy
canal.
The area along Bangkok Noy canal connecting with Chao Phraya River
is an area with a very good view, thus the project has been designed
with a view of the river with well-planned system engineering and
infrastructure systems. This will enhance the quality of life for
patients, the physicians and visitors.
The development of SRT land is the significant cooperation between
the different bureaucratic offices. Both SRT and Siriraj Hospital
have been founded by King Chulalongkorn, thus the government and the
directors of both departments cooperate to fulfill the wishes of King
Chulalongkron and the current HM The King.
The latest: Update
on Thonburi Station – August 17, 2004

National Discovery Museum
December 10, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
National Discovery Museum – Bangkok Post,
December 10, 2003
A working group is due to finalise the theme for the
planned National Discovery Museum today… Several sites
have been proposed for the building, including state railway
land on Phahon Yothin road, the Thailand Tobacco Monopoly,
near the national cultural centre, and the present Defence
Ministry headquarters, which will be moved to Nonthaburi
in four years.

Redevelopment for Chinatown
December 11, 2003
Redevelopment
for Chinatown – Xinhuanet,
December 11, 2003
…The first project will involve a revamp
of the Klong Lot area from Dinso Road to the Interior Ministry.
The second will see the revival of the historic area around the
Golden Mount, with more convenient and safer facilities to allow
tourists to view historic sites and the demolition of buildings
which spoil the view.
The third project will see an overhaul of the famous Khao San
Road tourist area, from Tha Prachan to Pak Klong Talat – a pet
project of Bangkok Governor Samak Sundaravej…
The fourth project involves the beautification of Bang Khun Thien
beach through the construction of wooden walkways, in the hopes
of boosting eco-tourism.
The fifth project will turn the old Arun Amarit Road into a pedestrian
walkway with colored cement, trees and electric lights.
However, the most ambitious project involves the redevelopment
of the Sampeng area, known as the capital’s Chinatown, said the
official. He added that pavements will be given a new look to
allow shoppers to make their purchases in the areas’ warren of
alleyways more easily, while the area will also get new lighting
and tap water pipes. It is hoped that the Sampeng redevelopment
project will see the complete modernization of the Rattanakosin-era
area.

Red durian from Sabah
December 11, 2003
Red durian from Sabah
– December 11, 2003
Jieng forwarded this photo of red durian from Sabah. Sabahtourism.com
explains: One unique variety has red flesh, and lacks
the distinctive fragrance of the durian. This red durian
is – sacrilege to durian elsewhere – fried with onions and
chili and served as a side dish or sambal.

(Photo: unknown–via email)

PM mixes business and politics
December 11, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
PM
mixes business and politics – Far Eastern
Economic Review, December 11, 2003
Far Eastern Economic Review ‘troublemaker’ Shawn W. Crispin
writes about the blurring of the line between government and business.
…Thailand’s historically vocal print media has been notably restrained in reporting allegations of government corruption or conflicts of interest. One reason, some
media executives contend, is that Thaksin’s family’s companies have withheld advertising from publications perceived to be critical of the government. Similarly,
some of Thailand’s biggest state-owned enterprises–often key advertisers–seem to steer clear of publications critical of Thaksin…

Malaysia builds its own skytrain
December 15, 2003
Categories: Malaysia
Malaysia builds its own skytrain – December 15,
2003
Ijud pointed out on the forum
a story about a new skytrain in Kuala Lumpur built with local
technology (or at least without direct supervision by foreign
mega-firms).
We wonder how this achievement will influence Thai decision
makers. PM Thaksin pays attention to what Malaysia is doing
and something like this will not be missed. Ideas of ‘using
local technology’ have been talked about in Thailand for years,
but what always results is a mega contract to a Western supplier
(sometimes in combination with a local conglomerate). With
the planned massive increase in mass transit routes planned
in coming years, it might be the right time to really use
local technology from beginning to end.

Dangerous curve
December 15, 2003
Categories: Signs and Billboards

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Two signs
– December 15, 2003
Sign on Phra Athit Road: “Dangerous curve
– scene of many accidents”
While this photo was being taken a car collided with a motorcycle on the curve.

Thai babies selling well in Malaysia
December 15, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thai babies selling well in Malaysia –
Bangkok Post, December 15, 2003
Just a bizarre headline from the Post. The headline
does not really fit the article and sounds like it was composed
by a sarcastic foreigner wishing to impart some editorial
feeling to the story.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Samak: Just shoot bothersome jumbos
December 15, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Samak: Just shoot bothersome jumbos – Bangkok
Post, December 15, 2003
Governor Samak Sundaravej: "I would
like to ask the prime minister if we could shoot the beasts if
they are brought into Bangkok, so the mahouts would not dare to
do so again," he said. Mr Samak once proposed the government
seize and retrain the animals for release into the wild.

Don’t let tots watch TV, doctors warn
December 16, 2003
Categories: Local Beliefs
Don’t let tots watch TV, doctors warn –
Bangkok Post, December 16, 2003
Just an amusing article destined for ‘weird news’ columns:
Parents have been warned not to let children under two
years old watch television, as that could affect brain growth…
Somsak Lohlekha, president of the Royal College of Pediatricians,
said watching TV could narrow down the functioning of a
child’s brain by making their growing nerve cells inactive.

Land and Houses chairman tops Thailand’s rich list
December 16, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Land and Houses chairman tops Thailand’s rich list –
Business Times, December 16, 2003
Anant Asavabhokhin, chairman of Land & Houses Pcl, is Thailand’s
richest stockholder for the second consecutive year, thanks to
a housing boom that boosted equity investments in his company,
Money & Banking magazine said.

Saddam in Thailand?
December 16, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Saddam in Thailand?
– December 16, 2003
Sources have long contended that most high level prisoners from
Afghanistan and Iraq were first interrogated in Thailand (Thai
officials deny this). Thus, rumors started to swirl as Saddam’s
capture was announced that Saddam himself was either on his way
to Thailand or was already here. On Sunday night, the Associated
Press reported that Saddam had been moved out of Iraq. CNN
reported that Saddam was in Qatar, but the next day this was denied.
This is the usual pattern: ‘sources’ tell various
news outlets about the whereabouts of a high-ranking POWs and
then the next day this is matter-of-factly denied. Also:
Saddam
Whereabouts Still a Mystery, Reuters
UPDATE December 18, 2003: CNN is now quoting Iraqi officials
as saying Saddam is still in Iraq and has never left…

Leela Beach?
December 16, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thailand’s
nude beach? – December 16, 2003
Leela Beach?

295 workers strike Nasawat Apparel factory
December 17, 2003
Categories: Labor
295
workers strike Nasawat Apparel factory –
WSWS, December 17, 2003
On November 16 this year, 15 women workers attempted to escape
from the factory. The manager sent his “security men”
to catch them and bring them back. The manager then arranged for
the police to come to the factory at night and they threatened
and harassed the women into submission.

Latest for Suam Lum
December 18, 2003
Latest
for Suam Lum – December 18, 2003

The longest railway tunnel in the world
December 18, 2003
The longest railway tunnel in the world
– December 18, 2003
Nils reports: Here’s another amazing construction project
which you might have heard about (I once saw a documentary
on German TV about it): The longest railway tunnel in the
world through the Gotthard Massif of the Swiss Alps between
Erstfeld and Bodio (AlpTransit; AKA Gotthard Base Tunnel or
NEAT – Neue Eisenbahn-Alpentransversale, New Railway Crossing
of the Alps).
Length: 57 km
Highest point: 550 m
Rock cover: up to 2300 m
End of excavation work scheduled for 2009
Begin of rail operations: 2011 (another document says 2014?)
With trains reaching speeds up to 250 kph, it will cut the
travel time between Zurich and Milano from 4 hrs 15 min to
2 hrs 10 min. Their
website
It has some nice photos and also animated graphics about the
building progress (only in German language) for the project
(click on "detailed view of the building progress")
and for the 5 sub-sections: 1
–2
–3
–4
–5
In the graphics, red colour means "tunneling (=excavation)
work completed", green means "tunneling and tunnel
construction work completed."

Purachai book ‘outrages’ TRT faithful
December 18, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Purachai
book ‘outrages’ TRT faithful – The Nation, December
18, 2003
Thaksin and the TRT party place great importance on toeing
the line, so this recent book by straight-talking Purachai seems
to end his run for Bangkok Governor: "I have found with
regret that my friend Thaksin is not a man of his word,"
Purachai said, noting that he lost both his interior and justice
positions without prior warning. In another extract, Purchai faulted
top Justice Ministry bureaucrats for trying to manipulate budgetary
allocations. "I was promptly moved out of the Justice Ministry
before I could solve the mystery of how a Bt2-billion budget could
be reduced to Bt900 million after I had questioned the process,"
he said.

Malaysian villagers claim sighting of UFO
December 18, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Malaysian villagers claim sighting of UFO – AFP, December
18, 2003
News from our neighbors: An unidentified flying object was
sighted hovering over a quiet village in northern Kedah state
near the Thai border, the second such sighting there in two years,
a report says.

Local press reports end of Trink column
December 19, 2003
Local press reports end of Trink column
– December 19, 2003
Weeks after it was widely reported and discussed on the internet
(Stickman was the first to report it on November 30), the
local
press belatedly notes that Thailand’s most famous frang,
Bernard Trink, will end his weekly column this month. The
article notes an archive
to Trink columns from 1996, which has been rendered useless
since Bangkok Post has changed their archiving system
and broken all links yet again.
Earlier: End of Trink – December 3, 2003
Don Entz alerts us to Stickman’s
news item about Bernard Trink’s legendary column finally
being dropped from the Bangkok Post on December 31.
It has been a long tenure for the Trink Page–from a two-page
column 30 years ago in the defunct Bangkok World that
recommended specific prostitutes to today’s column where Trink
is reduced to printing email urban legends and discussing
food prices with, as the New York Times famously put
it, ‘nixonian seriousness.’

Thai Lord of the Rings ladies
December 19, 2003
Categories: Film and TV
Thai
Lord of the Rings ladies – The
Nation, December 19, 2003
For two Thai women, the "Rings" trilogy has already
changed their lives. And here’s the Thai
website with info on the elvish languages.

Malaysia rail delay
December 19, 2003
Malaysia rail delay
– December 19, 2003
News from our neighbors:
Malaysia
rail delay may hurt investment-analysts
Malaysia’s delay of a $3.8 billion rail project may sully
its reputation as it seeks private investment to fuel economic
growth, economists and analysts said on Monday as the decision
again depressed share prices.
Malaysia
delays rail project indefinitely
Malaysia has decided to postpone indefinitely a $3.8 billion
double-track rail project that is part of a planned trans-Asia
link between Singapore and China, a government minister said
on Wednesday.

‘Secret’ air traffic control contract?
December 20, 2003
Categories: Cambodia
‘Secret’ air traffic control contract? – December 20, 2003
Khmer Intelligence
reports: KI has obtained a copy of a secret "Contract to Build, Cooperate and Transfer of Air Traffic Control System" signed on 19 January 2001 by Hun Sen’s top
adviser Sok An on behalf of the Cambodian government, and… (the) Samart Corp. of Thailand. The contract and subsequent supplemental agreements indicate that
Samart has installed "goods and/or materials with the value of USD 5,000,000 in order to improve the performance of the system and the quality of the air traffic
control services." Regarding revenue sharing, Samart is entitled to 70 percent of the "overflight services fees" and 50 percent of the revenues from "air navigation
services for landing and takeoff"… Therefore, over USD 12 million are collected every year, compared to an initial investment of only USD 5 million.

Hazy, windy, cool
December 21, 2003
Categories: Weather

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Hazy, windy, cool – December 21, 2003
Bangkok skies are hazy brown, but there is a stiff, cool wind that that makes it quite pleasant…

The Siamese Renaissance to open the festival
December 22, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thai
Film Festival! The Siamese Renaissance to open the
festival – December 22, 2003
The 2004 Bangkok International Film Festival (BKKIFF) has
announced its roster of more than 100 films…

Bangkok 2485 The Musical
December 22, 2003

Bangkok 2485 The Musical
– December 22, 2003

This looks interesting: …an new exciting
stage entertainment by Takolkiat Virawan, Bangkok 2485 The
Musical. Featuring beautiful music and scenery of Thai society
in 1940’s , this romantic comedy performed
by Mos Patiparn, Annita Pongsong, and many leading actors.
It is somewhat amusing to see a musical harking back nostalgically
to the days when Japanese occupied Thailand and Allied bombs
were falling on Bangkok.

Bargain land?
December 22, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Bargain land?
– translated and summarized from Prachachart
Thurakij – December 22, 2003
The 772 million baht purchase of vacant land (33 rai, 78.9
square wah @ 58,000 baht/sq wah) next to the Thai Cultural Center and near MRTA depot by Khunying Photjaman Shinnawatra (the Prime Minister’s wife) after
also purchasing Ratchada Square is considered a very big bargain indeed. The estimated price of the land before the 1997 economic collapse was 2 billion baht. And
now the economy has bounced back from recession.
This is slightly different than what The Nation reported:
Sawangjit said the total values of all land plots seized
by the FIDF from the (bankrupt Erawan Trust) trust stood
at more than Bt2 billion. So The Nation states
that the 2 billion baht figure is not for 33 rai plot alone.
Earlier: What
things cost – The Nation,
December 19, 2003
The prime minister’s wife has won the bidding for a 33-rai
plot of state land near the National Cultural Centre and
Bangkok’s Ratchadaphisek Road. Pojaman Shinawatra bid Bt772
million for the plot, which is close to the route of the
underground rail system, under her own name…
The land was put up for auction by the Financial Institutions
Development Fund (FIDF), the state-run rescue fund controlled
by the central bank, after it was seized from the bankrupt
Erawan Trust finance company in 1995.

The holiday season in Bangkok
December 23, 2003
The holiday season in Bangkok
– December 23, 2003
Right: Entrance to State Tower
(formerly RCK Tower)
Below: From FLE Thailand’s offices on the 33rd floor
of the State Tower
Also: On
top of the RCK/State Tower
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Ex-Thai Premier Kriangsak dies at age 87
December 24, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Ex-Thai
Premier Kriangsak dies at age 87 – Newsday,
December 24, 2003
Kriangsak Chomanan, an army general who became prime minister
in 1977 through a series of coups before helping steer Thailand
to democracy, died Tuesday. He was 87…
In September 1978, he issued an amnesty for the "Bangkok
18" left-wing students and labor activists jailed in
connection with the 1976 crackdown. He also initiated an amnesty
program for former members of the Communist Party of Thailand,
a reconciliation policy that eventually helped quash its insurgency.
As he adapted to his civilian post, Kriangsak was often photographed
with his trademark pipe, and, in evening hours, a snifter
of brandy.

Democratic Voice of Burma, Norway, December 24, 20…
December 24, 2003
Karen
new year celebrated in Thailand – Democratic
Voice of Burma, Norway, December 24, 2003
Exiled Karen nationals in Bangkok gathered at a University
on 21 December to celebrate the Karen New Year which falls
on 23 December…
Some Thailand-born Karen went to the celebration but the majority
of the celebrants were exiled Burmese Karen. The celebration
is a way of retaining Karen traditions and the celebrants
took part in traditional skills, dancing and sport competitions.
At the same time, many exiled Karen were unable to join the
celebration for fear of arrests by the Thai authority. ‘If
we were allowed to celebrate the New Year freely in our homeland,
we would be feeling happier,’ said Mahn Myo Myint, an
organiser with a sigh.

What’s going through the minds of crazy motorcyclists?
December 24, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
What’s going through the minds of crazy
motorcyclists? – December 24, 2003
Effect
of motorcycle rider education on changes in risk behaviours
and motorcycle-related injuries in rural Thailand (PDF)

The Moon/Venus pairing on Christmas Day at Samet Island
December 25, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News

The Moon/Venus pairing on Christmas
Day at Samet Island – December
25, 2003
Even in this photo "the old Moon in the young
Moon’s arms" is visible. This is when the
full globe of the Moon can be seen with the typically
darkened area glowing bluish-gray. This is caused
by earthshine–light reflected off the Earth to the
Moon.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Tourism in India vs Thailand
December 25, 2003
Categories: India
Tourism
in India vs Thailand – Hindustan
Times, December 25, 2003
Recently, the tourist traffic to India has increased by
16 per cent. But it’s still puzzling why so few people
come to India as compared to countries in South East Asia.
Barely 3 million tourists arrive annually here. By contrast,
Thailand and Malaysia are able to attract at least three times
more tourists. We should try to double the flow of tourists
because the benefits from tourism — apart from earning
foreign exchange — are many….

Thailand booms
December 25, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Thailand
booms – Inter Press Service,
December 25, 2003
The signs are everywhere, on the streets and shopping malls
to the stock market and the conference halls: Thailand is
on a roll. There is little mystery as to who is receiving
bouquets for guiding the country toward this spirit of good
cheer – Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra…

Thailand on verge of ‘First World’ status
December 27, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
Thailand
on verge of ‘First World’ status – Bangkok
Post, December 27, 2003
Addressing Thai Rak Thai MPs at a party seminar yesterday,
Dr Somkid said 2004 would be a "golden year" for
Thailand to move up on par with economically advanced countries
in the region such as Singapore, Korea and Taiwan.

Purachai as PM?
December 28, 2003
Purachai
as PM? – The Nation, December
28, 2003
“Let’s draft Purachai as leader of a new party!”
This suggestion was heard in some quarters. He appears a possible
choice since his political future has become uncertain. After
being moved from interior to justice – where he rubbed
somebody who must be reckoned at the ministry the wrong way
– he was shifted to an obscure place among several Thaksin
deputies at Government House, with unsung assignments.
…There are hard-core members of the now defunct Palang Dharma
Party who will back him. Political campaign funds can come
from anonymous contributors who want to see Thaksin face a
formidable challenge. It would be nice if the Democrat, Chat
Thai and Chat Pattana parties would join hands and declare
their support for Purachai as prime minister.

Ring Road/Railway Projects 2003
December 30, 2003
Categories: Mass Transit
Ring Road/Ring Railway Main
Ring Road/Ring Railway News 2003
Ring Road/Ring Railway News 2002-2001
Theories about why Ch. Karnchang appears to win the contract for the Southern Kanchanaphisek Expressway – translated and summarized from Thairath,
December 30, 2003
There was a declaration of bidding for the Southern Kanchanaphisek Expressway on Dec 29, 2003 at 10 AM at the Expressway Authority.
The middle price was: 15.899616316 billion baht
The bidding prices for each company is:
1. Ch. Karnchang PCL -> 15.609619000 billion baht -> 2.5% financial fee of actual loan and MLR – 2% interest rate for loan.
2. Italian Thai Development PCL -> 16.31089499 billion baht -> 2.5% financial fee of actual loan and MLR – 1.25% interest rate for loan.
3. VIjitphan Construction Co.Ltd. -> 16.443130702 billion baht -> 2.5% financial fee of actual loan and MLR – 1.25% interest rate for loan.
4. Krungthon Engineer Co.Ltd. 16.602334184 billion baht -> 2.5% financial fee of actual loan and MLR – 1.25% interest rate for loan.
However, it’s not finalized yet since the ETA Board would like to check if all the companies have followed the bidding rules… even so Ch. Karnchang PCL has the
upper hand. After wining the bid, the ETA Board will submit the results to the ETA Board of Directors to make a final approval -> which is supposed to be done by
the end of Jan 2004.
This expressway has to be done in 30 months to be ready for the Suvannabhum Airport.
Many insiders said Ch. Karnchang has won the bid since government wants to make a settlement on the compensation to BBCD ( held by Ch. Karnchang PCL) at a
price lower than the current 6.255 billion baht and the other three will bidders will function as subcontractors so they all will be playing a collusion game.
However, some said that since the interest rates will head upward after the economic recovery, the three companies do not want to take a risk on a higher borrowing
price (interest rates) and looming construction cost.
Matichon vs Suriya – translated and summarized from Matichon (October 10, 2003) have pointed out irregularities with the canceling the deal with Bilfinger to
construct the Southern Section of Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road (which would connect with eastern part of Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road as well as the
Bangna – Bang Pakong Expressway). They have targeted Transportation Minister Suriya for attempting to replace a consortium of companies with a single Thai
supplier.
1. Claim: We can save 5.3 billion baht by not going though a turnkey system.
Reality: Look at the bidding for the new expressway which is going to bid soon.
2. Claim: Asking MOTC to find the way to handle the financial support.
Reality: A big lie since eventually MOTC will have to invite the private sector to finance the project to cut down public debts which requires 20 billion baht to be
paid from the national coffers.
3 Claim: Calling a new bid will make the project faster and ready for the Suvannabhumi Airport opening.
Reality: Another big lie–This Southern section will be done after the airport opening if the airport opens as claimed on September 29, 2005.
4) The ETA are very inept. They have to invite those "Highway Dept gangs" to be in the majority in the bidding and approval board. However, ETA will have to
shoulder the 20 billion baht debt if anything goes wrong.
5) Claim: Barring foreign contractors as well as alliances is explicitly stated: In jobs with the credit line of more than 16 billion baht–no joint venture allowed!
Reality: Baloney! Lots of Contradictions! The companies to handle the 1-km bridge with a speedy delivery are foreign contractors, but Mr. Suriya (Transportation
Secretary) bars those foreign companies from handling such projects as well as barring joint ventures which allow competitive bidding. There seems to be a hidden
agenda to allow only local big guns to bid on the project. A typical cause of corruption and collusion.
Insiders gave more details to Matichon Daily (October 13, 2003) that Mr. Suriya has told the following lies to the public:
1) Mr. Suriya’s claim: Medium-side contractors united together as a consortium is very inefficient and untrustworthy and are not creditworthy compared with the big
contractors.
Reality: If the consortiums of the medium size contractors were not creditworthy, the banks would have never have granted credit lines of 16 billion baht for the deal
in the first place.
2) Mr. Suriya’s claim: Consortiums of medium-size contractors is simply a case of subcontracting.
Reality: The consortium of medium-size companies is just a way to allow medium-size contractors that have specialized expertise to handle the big project without
trouble. Even the big contractors have to rely on the medium and small contractors to handle projects section by section. Even worse, the big contractors demand
down payments from the medium and small contractors to be allowed to handle the sections of the big project, increasing construction costs.
3) Mr. Suriya’s claim: Foreign contractors will use credit lines from foreign banks, increasing external debts.
Reality: Even the old consortium for the Thai-German Ring Road that Suriya terminated used loans from the Bank of Ayutthaya and never used foreign loans at all.
Furthermore, joint ventures and consortiums make it much harder for those in power to extort, bribe, and take kickbacks since they have to negotiate with the entire
consortium about funds to pay them. This is compared to a single big contractor which is a lot easier to get a kickback from because only the insiders will know the
truth.
More on a href=”2bangkok-MassTransit-ringroad.shtml”>ring road projects
Commentary: Mr. Suriya as well as the Highway Dept. will come under the microscopes. The press like Matichon Group (Matichon Daily, Prachachart Tuhurakij,
and Khao Sod Daily) will hunt you down to the end of the earth if they suspect kickbacks…
Details of the Bangkok Ring Railway – i>Prachachart Thurakij, August 7-10, 2003
Translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, August 7-10, 2003:
Now that the economy is back from recession, traffic jams are going to be worse due to the increasing numbers of cars on the street–currently at the rate of 800 new
cars a day. The mass transit system must be expanded to meet the demand. One of the interesting new projects to deal with traffic jam is the Bangkok Ring Railway
even though this project is not in the 300 billion baht package of Premier Thaksin.
Krungthep Thanakhom Director (Mr. Sathian Wongwichian) explained the Bangkok Ring Railway Project as follows:
The Bangkok Ring Railway Project is a ring mass transit system between Ratcahdaphisek Inner Ring Road and Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road with a total
distance of 82.5 km–72.8 km will be elevated, 4 km will be a subway and underwater tunnel, and 5.7 km is at grade.
There would be two main depots to handle the rolling stock of the Ring Railway:
1) Northeastern Depot – 23-rai area between Nawamin Road and Serithai Road in Buengkum District–not far from Grand Sport Stadium in Patthama Wikorn
Village.
2) Southwest Depot – 18-rai area between Pracha Uthit Road and Phutthaboocha Road–not far from Bang Khunthian Canal, Godmother Thubthip Shrine. This one is
in an orchard in Bang Mod commune of Ratboorana.
This project has been designed in the way to support but not compete with other projects. This project will have very strong benefits for those who live in the
suburbs.
The Bangkok Ring Railway rolling stocks will follow Skytrain specifications which can be described as follows:
Type : Heavy Rail, 3-car formation – 750 V third rail supply with air-conditioning
Body: Stainless Steel
1) Motorized cars – for both ends – 3 meters wide, 23 meters long, 4 meters high -> carrying 299 passengers a car
2) Non-motorized cars at the center – 3 meters wide, 22 meters long, 4 meters high -> carrying 325 passengers a car

Maximum Speed: 80 km/hr
Traveling Speed: 40 km/hr (due to the longer distance between each station)
Operating time: 5am to midnight – in line with the subway
Operating Headway: 6 minutes for normal time and faster for rush hour
The environmental assessment is done and ready to be submitted to the cabinet. If the cabinet approves the project, construction could be started immediately after
picking the concession holder as well as the contractors.
The list of 37 stations for Bangkok Ring Railway – 35 elevated, 1 underground, 1 at grade going clockwise according to the map from Krungthem Thanakhom
Co.Ltd.
1) Bang Khen – Bangkhen Intersection and Bangkhen Railway Station
2) Kaset – Kasetsart University
3) Lad Plakhao – Lad Plakhao Road – a short cut linking Chokchai 4 Road (Ladphrao 53), Ram Indra Road, and Senanikhom Road (Phaholyothin 32) together
(there are several suburb villages there)
4) Maiyalarp – Soi Maiyalarp – a shortcut linking Ram Indra Road and Kaset-Nawamin Road
5) Satree Witthaya 2 – a famous girls’ high school in Thailand – a branch from the original
Satree Witthaya at Democracy Monument
6) Lam Jiak – Lam Jiak Canal
7) Patthamawikorn – Patthama Wikorn Village –
The northern depot of 23 rai will be not far from Grand Sport Stadium
8) Inthararak – Inthararak flea market
9) NHA – National Housing Authority – the state enterprise handling the construction of houses and apartments and the setup of the suburb villages and
communities for those who cannot afford housing from the private sector. NHA HQ is already surrounded by the villages NHA has set up.
10) Bang Kapi – a busy area with The Mall, Tawanna Plaza (the 2nd Panthip), Carrefour, and Happyland flea market, a van and BMTA bus terminal. This will be a
busy interchange with an Orange line at Lam Salee and Yellow Line at Bang Kapi.
11) Krugnthep Kreetha – Intersection to SEAP Game villages as well as the suburb villages, B Grimm Group HQ, Unico Golf club and Ba Prasart Museum not far
from the interchange
12) Hua Mark – Hua Mark Railway station, Jusco Srinakharin
13) Sri Nut – the intersection where Sri Nakharin and Onnut intersect – close to Onnut Post Office
14) Seacon Square – a station between SEACON Square (the biggest mall in Thailand) and Seri Center (the 3rd Panthip)
15) Sri Udom – the intersection where Sri Nakharin and Udomsuk intersect – close to Rama IX Park
16) Sri Iam – Wat Sri Iam temple – the place where Srinakharin intersects Banga-Trad Highway, close to Central City Bangna and Bang Na Distric Office
17) Sri Nakharin – a station near Carrefour and Macro – the first station in Samut Prakarn
18) Sri Thepha – intersection and flea market
19) Thepharak – a station near Theparak Intersection – needs either skybridge linking
Thepharak station with Samrong Nuea Station of Skytrain or a new station for convenient interchange
20) Poochao Samingphrai – not far from Poochao Saming Phrai Intersection, Food Lion
and Samrongtai Post Office
21) Bang Nangkreng – a short cut canal from Poochao Samingprai to Wat Bang Nangkreng – surrounded with factories. The last station before the underwater tunnel
under the Chao Phraya, not far from Poochao Saming Phrai pier (a pier opposite to Phra Padaeng)
22) Nakhon Khenkhan (Phra Padaeng) – The main street of Phra Padaeng, and the only underground station near Phra Padaeng intersection
23) Pracha Uthit – the main road to KMUTT (King Mongkut University of Technology Thonburi) – the only station at ground level – needs to be high enough
(about 3 meters) to withstand flooding – the first station in Thonburi
24) Bang Mod – near Phutthaboochai Road (a road to Wat Phutthaboocha), Thonburirom Park and Godmother Thabthim shrine. The 18-rai southern depot will be
there. However, the depot must be far from the shrine and temple since compensation for temples and shrines is always very high (building new ones as
replacements).
25) Rama II – On Rama II Highway
26) Wat Singh – Watsing Railway Station of Maeklong Railway
27) Bang Wah – Interchange with Blue line subway and Greenline Skytrain – will become
Southern Bangkok Transportation Center
28) Bang Waek – Bangwaek Canal – needs feeder vans to pick up passengers
29) Bang Phrom – Bang Phraom Canal – needs feeder vans to pick up passengers
30) Talingchan – near Taliingchan Junction – between Chimplee Road and Borom Ratchachonnanee Road (a road from Pinklao to Nakhon Chaisri)
31) Mahasawat – Mahasawat Canal – a canal which separates Talignchan from Bang Kruay – the last station in Thonburi
32) Song Ploo – a temple in Bangkruay
33) Bang Oy Chang – a temple near Rama V Bridge
34) Rama V Bridge – a new bridge, the station is in Nakhon In side
35) Tiwanon – Intersection between the bypass road and the Pracharat Road near Big C Nonthaburi
36) Kae Rai – an intersection near Rok Suang Ok Hospital and Tesco Lotus
37) Ngam Wongwan (Phongphet) – the last station in Nonthaburi near The Mall Ngamwongwan, Bang Lamphoo Department Store
Note: for 2 Depots, the most likely development is the home office and highrise residential buildings since it is in the suburb areas.
Commentary: Feeder vans to pick up those in suburb villages are still on demand since the ring does not cover all corners of Bangkok even though the government
is going to limit the number of vans in Bangkok.
Integrated ticket systems and Sky bridges linking malls, superstores, discount stores, as well as Skytrain, Subway and Railway stations must be in the investment
package if BMA wants to ensure that the number of daily passengers will reach 1 million a day.
BTSC and BMCL would have a good change to win the bid since both of them could use the rolling stock available in the depots to run the system while they could
order a second batch (6-car formation) from Siemens as well as other firms to serve busy routes (e.g. Sukhumvit Line). Even if they don’t order more trains, they
have to invest on the interchanges–especially at Bang Wah which will become a busy interchange, Kaset, Samrong Nuea, Tiwanon , Lam Salee , Phra Padaeng .
Southern outer ring road has hidden agenda – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, July 2, 2003
The insiders from MOTC have told the Matichon corespondents that the reason for Minister Suriya choosing the public-private sector joint venture process instead
of a JBIC loan and government bonds is that the minister may apply for a special procurement process to speed up the project so it can be completed by October
2005 to serve the NBIA.
Minister Suriya claimed that a JBIC loan has too many strings attached (requires Japanese contractors and equipment). Government bonds increase public debts as
well. So a joint venture in which the private sector pays for the construction first and uses the revenue from the tolls to pay itself back. However, such a joint venture
is considered a "turnkey process" in disguise since the turnkey processes have become an anathema due to the Hopewell scandal.
Industrial Ring Road to be complete in 2005 -translated and summarized from Thairath, June 26, 2003
The progress on Industrial Ring Road is going on at a snail’s pace (2% done) due to slow settlement of land expropriation after signing the contract on October 1,
2002. Nevertheless, the Provincial Highway Department (the owner of Industrial Ring Road project) has expropriated nearly 100% of the needed land and the
contractor has been to the construction sites and is starting casting concrete reinforced pillars.
After a long initial protest the owners of the land along the Industrial Ring Road have seen the benefits of the project so they decided to settle with the Provincial
Highway Department.
There are three contracts for this project
1) Southern section -> from Poochao Samingphrai Road to pass Phetra Pier and end up at the interchange at Phetchahueng Road
The bridge for this section will be 398 meters long.
The interchange is not far from Bang Krachao – a green island with orchards between Klong Toei and Phra Padaeng which will now become a public park and allow
the owners of the orchards to take care of the park.
2) Northern section -> from the gate of Rawee Village (a suburb village in Rama III area) on Rama III Road (Chong Nonsee Road) to Wat Dan in the Bangkok side

and the Subbhanava Warehouse on the Phrapadaeng side – and will end up at the interchange at Phetchahueng Road. The bridge for this section will be 326 meters
long.
3) Phetchahueng Interchange and Western section – the Interchange for the first two sections with a bridge to link Suksawat road–a main road from Wongwian Yai (a
downtown for those who live in Thonburi side of Bangkok) to Fort Chulachomklao – the Naval fort rich in history (it was fired upon during the Paknam Incident in
July 1893)
The contractors have been casting 36% of the support pillars – and said that the first pillar will go up in August 2003 and the first bridge pylon will be raised in July
2004. The Northern-Southern will be open for service in July 2005 (1 year late) and the Western section will be open in October 2005.
After moving Phetra pier to the new site, the owner of Phetra pier and the owners of Ajinomoto Pier have expanded their piers to facilitate transportation between
Phrapadaeng side and Poochao Samingphrai side. The owner of Phapradaeng pier (in front of the District office) also renovated and expanded their pier to facilitate
the traffic for small cars and prevent another tragedy like the recent incident when a car fell from the ferry and drowned a female driver.
These are the details, but a Post article suggests the government has not determined how to pay for this project yet.
More on the Ring Railway hearing – May 28 , 2003
Wisarut has more information about the public hearing on the Bangkok Ring Railway from Thairath Daily (May 26, 2003). The following is additional information
not in the Matichon Daily (May 25, 2003) article.
1) About 200 villagers attending the first public hearing.
2) The break even point for investment will be about 30 years after opening.
3) Almost all attendees said this Bangkok Ring Railway must be built now.
4) Many attendees said convenient interchanges with Skytrain and Subway are too critical to be left out of the package since many people go back and forth between
their homes in Bangkok suburbs and the city center. Therefore, integrated ticket systems with convenient interchanges are a must.
5) Some of those who want to have the Bangkok Ring Railway immediately said they do not care about the interchanges since they rarely go downtown … or even
travel very far away (from Kaset to Phrapadaeng at one end and Phaseecharoen to Bang Kapi at the other end). Just getting it done as soon as possible would be fine
for them.
6) Many of attendees said the retail prices of the tickets should be cheaper than the Skytrain since they cannot afford to pay for 30-day passes, 3-day passes, 1-day
passes (which are a cheaper price/trip, but people have to pay large sums of cash), stored value cards or even 40-baht tickets …
Commentary: I would like to remind those who attended the hearing that:
1) The interchanges with Skytrain are too vital to be left out. Therefore, the extensions to Kaset, Samrong, and Bang Wah are should be ready by the time of the
opening of the system in 2010 (2009 according to Thairath).
2) The grading sections should about 3-4 meters high with excellent drainage to ensure that the ring railway will function even during the flood time. The prevention
of soil erosion for the grading sections are also in need to prevent accidents during the rainy season.
3) Break even in 30 years? Not such a good deal. If they want the Bangkok Ring Railway to break even as soon as possible it must have Skytrain extensions,
convenient interchanges with park and ride facilities, and integrated ticket systems (with passes – 1 day, 3 day, 30 days and student passes) will ensure that the
system will break even faster than expected.
4) If they want to attract foreigners invest on this project, long-term concessions (30-60 years) are a must– but with condition for system integration with Skytrain.
Otherwise, it will not attract any foreign investors at all.
Public Hearing for Bangkok Ring Railways – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily – May 25, 2003
The first public hearing for the Bangkok Ring Railway project was held at Rama IX Park at 10am on May 24 and hosted by Governor Samak and the BMA Traffic
Office Board of Directors. There were 300 villagers from the Bangkok suburbs attending the public hearing.
Governor Samak said that this project will need about 41-58 billion baht to implement the system with distance a of 82.5 km and 37 stations. The public sector will
invest 80% and private sector will invest 20% on systems. Of the public investment the central government will invest 65% (thus 52% of the total) and the local
government will invest 35% (thus 28% of the total). Even though the project will cause noise, dust, vibration, and visual impact during the construction and probably
visual impact after construction, the benefits for this project outweigh the environmental impact.
After the public hearing, Governor Samak said he will submit the plan to Premier Thaskin to approve the budget. If the cabinet approves the plan, construction will
be started by the end of 2005 to be done in 2010. There are some foreign investors who are keen to invest on this project.
Matichon correspondents have interviewed those who attended the public hearing and here is what they said:
1) Miss Phornthip, Wiriya (30, maid from Prawet District) "Interesting Project. However, BMA and the central government have to be very careful before signing
the contract with foreigners. Otherwise, it will be a concession sell-out! If it is possible, the whole 82.5-km system should be a subway."
2) Miss Anakkamol Khaiwkham (25, from Ram Indra Km.8, Kanna Yao District) "Bangkok has lots of traffic jam on all routes–especially the inbound route.
Skytrain and Subway must be expanded and ticket prices should be lower than the Skytrain."
The Bangkok Ring Railway will go along the following route:
1) Starting at Kaset Intersection to go along Kaset-Nawamin Road (the new road which has lots of restaurants and Bangkok suburb villages) to reach Nawamin Road
at Nuan Jan Intersection
2) Turns right to go along Namamin Road to Bangkapi Intersection via the NHA Housing and Apartment (NHA is the National Housing Authority–a state enterprise
which handles the construction, lease, and distribution of cheap apartments for those who cannot afford to pay for houses developed by private real estate
companies)
3) After reaching Bang Kapi, the route will go along Sri Nakharin Road to Nam Daeng Intersection (in Samut Prakarn) passing by Seacon, Seri center, Carefour, etc.
4) After that, it will go along Thapharak Road to Thepharak Intersection before turning right to Poochao Samingphrai Intersection at Poochao Samingphrai
Intersection.
5) It will go along Poochao Samingphrai and to an underwater tunnel to Phra Padaeng and then go along Nakhon Khuen-khan Road (main street of downtown Phra
Padaeng) to Nakhon Khuen-khan Intersection.
6) The route will go along the proposed Suksawat-Rama II road (a new shortcut to Rama II Highway which passes through the villages around Thung Khru before
ending up near Bang Mod Hospital and turning to Nakhon Khuen Khan Intersection from the T Intersection to the X Intersection)
7) After that, the route will go along the proposed Rama II – Phetkasem Road which passes though Chaikul village and goes across Mae Klong Railway to the route
between Wat Sai and Wat Singha (but closer to Wat Sai) before ending up at Phetkasem Road at Phaseecharoen District office. (Rama II – Phetkasem road is a new
short cut)
8) After that the route will go along Phetkasem Road to Bang Wah (Interchange with Skytrain and Subway in the future) before turning left to Phetkasem –
Rattanathibet Road (will be open in 2004).
9) The route will go along the Phetkasem-Rattanathibet Road and pass though Talingchan Junction until it reaches Wat Song Ploo Intersection.
10) After that, the route will go along Tiwanon-Kanchanaphisek outer Ring Road to go across Rama 5 Bridge to go along Tiwanon Road to Khae Rai Intersection.
11) After that, the route will turn right to go along Ngam Wongwan Road to end up at Kaset Intersection
Notes on the 37 proposed stations
1) Kaset – If the Northern Extension of the Skytrain is allowed to reach Kasetsart University instead of just ending up at Ratchyothin Intersection, it will be a busy
interchange as Siam Station. However, it is necessary to expropriate the land for construction and demolish the Kaset flyover to make the way for Kaset interchange.

2) Bang Khen – intersection with Bangkhen Railway Station allowing those who ride SRT commuter trains to go to downtown Bangkok and those who live in
downtown Bangkok to catch a train to the North and Northeast.
3) Phong Phet – near Phongphet flea market, and Phentphet
4) Ngam Wongwan – near Banglamphoo Department Sore and The Mall Ngam Wongwan – needs to have a foot bridge to connect the stations with the department
store.
5) Khae Rai – near Tesco Lotus (Khae Rai) and Rok Sugn Ok hospital
6) Rewadee – a short cut to Sanambin Nam Road.
7) Tiwanon – should have a connection with Big C Tiwanon by expropriation of mechanic shops around the corner
8) Wat Nakhon In – the foot of Rama 5 Bridge connected with Chaophraya Express boat at Phiboon Songkram 2 Pier (a pier before Nonthaburi Pier)
9) Bang Oy Chang – an intersection between Bang Kruay – Sai Noy road (the road that is where Bang Buathong Railway was before 1942) and the (recently
opened) Tiwanon-Kanchanaphisek Road.
10) Wat Song Phloo – an intersection between Phetkasem – Rattana Thibet Road and Tiwanon – Kanchanaphisek Road
11) Talingchan – not far from Taling Chan Junction for the Southern Railway – allowing those who want to go to Southern Thailand and those Southerners who want
to go to Ram Khamhaeng University to go there. However, it needs a long foot bridge to link the Junction with the station.
12) Bang Wah – Interchange with Skytrain if BTSC are allowed to extend from Taksin Intersection to Bang Wah and the Southern extension of Skytrain – may need
to expropriation to allow system integration.
13) Phaseecharoen – Phaseecharoen District – interchange with Southern extension of MRTA Blue line Subway
14) Ekkachai – Ekkachai Road -near Thonburi district court
15) Rama II – Rama II Highway near Bangmod Hospital
16) Pracha Uthit – Near Prachauthit 33 (a shortcut between Pracha Uthi Road to Suksawat Road), and King Mongkut University of Technology, Thonburi
(privatized university).
17) Nakhon Khuenkhan – Intersection between Suksawat road and Nakhon Khuenkhan Road – should be underground – Interchange with Southern extension of the
Orange line subway
19) Phra Pradaeng – district office, the main bus terminal, and ferry pier in downtown Phra Padaeng. Underground
20) Poochao Saming Phlai – the opposite pier to Phra Padaeng
21) Thepharak – a section between Poochao Saming Phrai Intersection and Thepharak Intersection -> Interchange to Skytrain for Samrong extension.
22) Sri Thepha, Sri Thapha Intersection – near Sri Thepha flea market
23) La Salle – Sukhmvit 105
24) Sri Udom – an intersection between Sri Nakharin and Udomsuk Road (Sukhumvit 103) to Rama IX Park
25) Seri center – a giant mall near Seri villa and a short cut to Rama IX Park
26) Secon Square – a giant mall rival to Central Lad Phrao and another Panthip for Southern Bangkokians.
27) Sri Nut – Intersection between Sri Nakharin Road and Onnut Road (Sukhumvit 77).
28) Hua Mark – Intersection between Phatthankarn and Sri Nakharin – near Hua Mark Railway station and Jusco Phatthanakarn … needs a good interchange to SRT
Eastern railway to NBIA
29) Krungthep Kreetha – the village initially for the 1959 SEAP Game athlete village before selling out
30) Lam Salee – a busy intersection in Ram Khamhaeng Road – Interchange with MRTA Orange line subway
31) Bang Kapi – busy intersection near the Mall Bang Kapi, Happyland flea market, Tesco Lotus bang Kapi – needs connections to the stores and market to allow
convenience. Land expropriation is a must.
32) Sri Boorapha – Intersection to Serithai Park – a new park surrounding Klong Chan lake
33) Inthararak – Inthararak curve near Inthararak flea market
34) Pho Kaeo – a short cut to Lad Phrao road
35) Nuan Jan – end of Kaset – Nawamin Road
36) Sua Yai – interchange between Kaset – Nawamin and Pradit Manootham Road and the 3rd stage expressway
37) Lad Pla Khao – interchange to the villages from Lad Pla Khao (Ram Indra Km 2), Senanikhom (Phaholyothin 32) Wang Hin intersection and Chokchai 4 (Lad
Phrao 53)
More Commentary:
Direct connections with piers, shopping centers, Skytrain stations, Subway stations, are so vital that they must be in the package.
The rates should be at par with Skytrain so that the integration of tickets with Skytrain is possible.
60 billion baht may not be enough if you include the direct connections, the integrated ticket systems, escalators, elevators, and even park and rides. 80 billion baht
is closer to reality.
Those who want the whole ring as subway system do not realize that the construction costs will shoot up to 170-180 billion baht – enough to fund the new airport
expansion to the full capacity of 100 million passengers a year.
Feeder buses still in need since there are missing areas the Bangkok ring railway cannot serve on its own – even with Skytrain and Subway.
Integrated ticket systems with vending machines which can accept Thai banknotes – especially vending smart cards like those used in the Singapore MRT. Singapore
MRT has already retired the magnetic cards to replace with smart card systems.
Samak unveils plan for 82km ring railway – Bangkok Post, May 25, 2003
This article doesn’t tell much–it is being reported as if it is a brand new project…
Choosing the Rama 5 route for the 82-km ring railroad – translated and summarized from Thairath, February 14, 2003
Describing the route
Thaweesak Lordpraphan (Director of Transportation Department, BMA Traffic and Transport Office), told the press that the most feasible route for the 82-km
Bangkok ring project is the route along Rama 5 Bridge, then along the bypass to Kae Raiand, then along Ngam Wongwan until Kaset Intersection. After that, it
should go along Kaset Nawamin Road until it reaches Nawamin Road. After that, it will go along Nawamin Road to Bang Kapi and then Sri Nakharin Road to
Thepharak (a part of the Yellow Line – from Bangkapi to Thepharak). From Thepahrak Road it should continue to Poochao Saming Phrai to Petra Pier before going
across the Chaophraya on the Industrial Ring Bridge to Suksawat. Then, it turns left to Suksawat Interchange to go along Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring to Rattnathibet
Road and then right to Wat Nakorn In – Outer Ring road to complete the ring.
The total distance will be 82.5 km and have 37 stations.
Reasons for the route
The reason for this route: engineering feasibility, suitable areas for construction, and passing through the communities around Bangkok suburbs, such as:
1) Communities along Kaset-Ngam Wongwan Road-Khae Rai are very dense and there is a real estate boom along Kaset-Nawamin Road -> the pillars of the
Expressway are the only obstruction. Rama 5 Bridge is already there even though the road is not all done yet.
2) Communities around Bangkapi-Lam Salee are also very dense and there are lots of traffic magnets around the area such as Seri Center on Sri Nakharin Road.
Order of construction
Therefore, the section from Thepharak-Sri Nakharin-Hua Mark must be done first–after the Samrong BTS extension becomes a reality (after 2007). Kaset to
Bangkapi must be done next–after the BTS extension from Mochit to Kaset become a reality (after 2010). The section from Kaset to Rama 5 Bridge and the section
from Lam Salee must be done only after BMA negotiates with SRT to allow them to put pillars across the Northern Railway (Bang Khen Station) and Eastern
Railway (Hua Mark Station). Then the section from Poochao Samingphrai to Suksawat (Phrapradaeng) should be executed. The section from Bang Khae to
Rattnathibet and Rama 5 Bridge should be done last.
After finalizing the route, the board will submit the plan to Krungthep Thanakhom to deal with investment and construction details. Krungthep Thanakhom will have
three months to deal with the detail studies and submit the details back to the board for a public hearing.
Unsuitable routes
The other three routes considered unsuitable are:
1) Pakkret – Chaeng Watthana – Ram Indra – Eastern Ring Road – Thepharak – Poochao Samingphrai – Southern Ring Road, Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road –
Pakkret
Reasons: Eastern Ring Road is a toll road – passing through a green belt – Southern Ring Road not conceived yet even though the route has reached Suk Sawat –

bridge across Chaophraya in Pakket is not conceived yet.
2) Pathumthani (Route345) – Lam Lookka – Nimit Mai – Minburi – Eastern Ring Road – Thepharak – Poochao Samingphrai – Southern Ring Road –
Kanchanaphisek Road – Rattnanathibet – Lad Lum Kaeo – Route 345 – Pathum Thani
Reasons: Pathumthani (Route 345), Lam Lookka, Namit Mai are too far away – Southern Ring Road not conceived yet even though the route has reached Suk
Sawat.
3) Chaeng Watthana – Ram Indra – Nimit Mai – Thepharak – Poochao Saming Phrai – Phet Kasem – Ratthana Thibet – Chaeng Watthana
Reasons: Bridge across Chaophraya in Pakket is not conceived yet – Namit Mai is too far away.
Governor Samak flying to Japan at the end of Feb to negotiate with JBIC for a loan to construct the Ring Skytrain

The Slave Master and his Ua Athorn buddies
December 30, 2003
Categories: The Thaksin Years
The Slave Master and his Ua Athorn buddies – The Nation, December 30, 2003
The Nation continues their excellent coverage of local politics with this article, which also gives an insight into Thai humor which often relies on word-play and
sound-alike words. For instance: Interior Minister Wan Muhamad Noor Matha was dubbed "Broken Horn" because his name rhymes with the word for a rhinoceros’
horn. Billed as a law-and-order man, his horn appears broken judging from the recurring violence
in the South.
Also: Ridicule once a year is ok: Thaksin – The Nation, December 31, 2003

What’s really visible from ‘space’
December 30, 2003
Categories: Nothing to do with Thailand, but Interesting
What’s
really visible from ‘space’ – December
30, 2003
Nils points out this link: …this clears up some misconceptions,
but unfortunately won’t bring an end to that overused and
silly expression perpetuated by the media: "so big it
can be seen from space" From where in space? Using what
equipment?
I think you once mentioned the Palm Islands in the UAE on
2B. Usually in such a project, the developers and/or media
will scream out in their ignorance and sensationalism: "it’s
soooo huge it can be seen from space (like only the Chinese
Wall before)", and the general public is very much impressed.
But nonsense. What does this less than exact expression want
to tell us, anyway? First of all, where is "in space"?
On a satellite, space station, the moon? OK, let’s assume
an orbit around the earth, maybe 400-700 km high. Then of
course many more man-made features than the Chinese Wall can
be seen, even more so when you have a binocular, a tele lens
or the sophisticated scanner system of an earth observation
satellite (we are talking about resolutions down to the range
of 10s of centimeters here!). But even with the NAKED EYE
you can detect surprising details, as described in the before-mentioned
article.

More on ‘Gassed in Thailand’
December 30, 2003
More on ‘Gassed in Thailand’
– December 30, 2003
On December 26, we pointed out the peculiar ‘Gassed in Thailand’
article (Newlyweds
gassed and robbed in Thailand – New Zealand Herald,
by Louisa Cleave, December 26, 2003). On December 29, The
Nation ran the same article (Couple
still scarred by wedding in Thailand – The Nation,
December 29, 2003), but in a slightly edited form, omitting
such quotes as: "They feared speaking out about the situation
while still in Thailand, and now want to warn other travellers."
It is an interesting example of how local papers sometimes
rely on foreign papers for local news.
Earlier: Gassed
in Thailand? – New Zealand Herald, December 26,
2003
This is weird: …They recalled coughing and spluttering,
which they later learned was probably caused by sleeping gas
pumped into the bus… Credit card records show that while
they were marrying the robbers were spending $5000 on washing
machines and televisions in Bangkok department stores… "We
were deliberately deceived. The police never had any intention
of investigating the case even though we strongly wanted the
case investigated."

2Bangkok.com picks the top stories of 2003
December 31, 2003
Categories: Best of 2Bangkok
2Bangkok.com had it first
* After spending millions of baht renovating the area, Thonburi Station was decommissioned. This still has not been mentioned in the local press (UPDATE: It
finally was mentioned in Matichon on January 6, 2004).
* 2B posted the incorporation papers of the company charged to do the Kra Canal study.
* Weeks before local press dared to call Chuwit Kamolvisit anything other than ‘managing director of Sukumwit Silver Star Co.’, 2B alerted readers that the foreign
press openly referred to him as the ‘king of commercial sex.’
* Three months before it was written about elsewhere, 2B explained about the ‘dangerous’ airport golf course
* First to report the tremors felt in Bangkok.
* Long before it ever appeared in the papers, 2B noted that the reason for the crackdown on the illegal wildlife trade was because of the upcoming CITES
convention

New features in 2003
Proposal for Bangkok’s New Central Park
Take a walk through the Mahakan Fort community (photo left)
Bangkok’s Crucible of Construction
Inside the Rama 9 Station
A trip on the Maeklong Commuter
Views from Vertigo Restaurant on top of Thai Wah II Tower
The Songkhla to Hat Yai railroad & station
2B visits the new airport construction site
Phi Phi Island & Loy Krathong – You’ve seen the photos on tourist websites, now experience Thailand the
2Bangkok.com way…
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Inside info
World’s tallest building planned for Bangkok?
A controversial article from the vernacular press
Five dancers bear their breasts after their boss wins four million baht in the lottery (Thairath Daily)
2Bangkok.com explains
The Thaksin and Al-Fayed connection
News you won’t find in the English-language papers (until months later)
HK New World plans to take over Thai mass transit (Thansetthakij)
Skytrain in bankruptcy court (Prachachart Thurakij, Vol 27 No 3509, August 28, 2003)
Favorites from ‘A tale of two newspapers’
gangs controlling motorcycle taxis – Ratchadamnoen plans – expressway extensions approved

All the news about
The New City
Subway station symbols
Skytrain extension progress
Updated maps to the gem scam stores
2B’s coverage of APEC 2003 (including the empty expressway photo that was stolen by
many websites)
Burning of the Thai Embassy in Cambodia
A history of visa fee increase threats

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Subway car delivery
Subway cars arrive in Bangkok – Photos of the offloading of the subway cars from an Antonov 124 airplane
Bangkok subway car on display – The first Bangkok subway car on display at the "Life and Living 2003" exhibition at the Impact Convention Center, Muangthong
Thani.

Sex, traffic jams, elephants, or monkey news from Thailand
Thai breast news goes worldwide
Many were interested in
Who owns the Kempinski
A Skyline Ranking that ranks Bangkok 5th worldwide, only behind Hong Kong, New York, Chicago and
Singapore.
Hat Yai monorail
End of independence – Without mentioning it is talking about itself, The Nation laments the impending end
of its independent voice.
Photos of the Thai casinos in Cambodia
King Bhumibol Adulyadej Square in Boston
Central Phattana seeks to expand the Lat Prao branch into Hor Wang High School area (Prachachart
Thurakij, September 29-October 3, 2003)
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Thai Labour Museum reopens (photo right)
Past and future
1979 Bangkok mass transit masterplan & 2020 Bangkok mass transit masterplan

Negative feedback
2B made fun of Bangkok Post’s lax security and urban legends (let’s just say they didn’t like it). 2B received email warnings from police (as well as encouragement)
about revealing gem scam store locations to tourists. Tuk-tuk drivers outside the shops are now on watch for people taking photos (and throw rocks!). Websites using
material from this site struck back when asked to remove the material.
There was real pressure from several avenues concerning the content of 2Bangkok.com this year. As 2B has been told (or warned), "articles don’t appear in the
English-language press for a reason."
Thanks
Thanks to Wisarut, Oran, Nils, Pas, Don, Paul, Conor, Stick, Ben, W., C.C., Jieng, Soran, CN, Patrick, Pascal, Charlie, Peter, Terry, Rapee, Dr. A., Andy, Gordon and
the anonymous others (some not mentioned because you might now want to be mentioned) for contribution and support.
As this is a website, it does not make any money, but if you would like to do a little something to support 2Bangkok.com, please make hotel reservations though our
hotel reservation service.
Discuss these stories on the 2Bangkok.com Forum

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

2003 Review: Thailand rises up – December 31, 2003
It was fascinating to see real change in Thailand in 2003. Bold initiatives were proposed and implemented, laws on the
books actually enforced, and countless mafiosos were wiped out in the ‘drug war.’ Thai Airways’ exalted role as the
patriot’s choice was dumped in favor of discount airlines and low telephone rates are finally arriving. Thailand openly
supported a foreign country (the U.S.) in a contentious war and promised an end to reliance on foreign aid and the
pressures that come with it. The old idea that new rules and polices will be forgotten after a few months has given way to
a surprising new resolve. PM Thaksin is clearly a man not afraid to cause ruffled feathers to get his way.
At the end of the year came a proposal that eventually comes from every country that wants to rise up internationally–a
‘national car.’ Although just a ‘plan,’ it is another indication of Thailand’s desire for economic leadership:
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: The Thai flag is now displayed
everywhere in an unusual new show of
patriotism and national identity.

Thailand is planning to develop "eco-cars" as part of a master plan to quadruple annual revenues from the auto industry to 800 billion baht by 2010, according to
Vachara Panchet, vice-minister for industry. ..The car would run on gasohol, a blend of ethanol and gasoline… According to the proposal, by 2010, Thailand’s goal
will be to produce about 1.8 million vehicles per year, four times the current output, making it the world’s ninth-largest automobile producer and fourth biggest in
Asia. (Thailand to develop ‘eco-cars’ in 3 years – Bangkok Post, December 30, 2003)
On the other hand there has been a creeping consolidation of the media at the expense of free political speech and a continuing intolerance of Thaksin to critical
comments. Business interests close to the ruling class find themselves more ‘lucky’ than others in their business ventures and the system of checks and balances
promised in the constitution remains moribund.
It should not be forgotten that a powerful government was the intention of the 1997 People’s Constitution. The Constitution was intended to eliminate the minor,
regional political parties and create a majority government with the power to implement change–and that is what has happened. The public, always eager to gravitate
toward their ‘big men,’ have so far approved of the Thaksin regime and its initiatives.
Traditional political parties have been seemingly unable to respond to Thaksin’s modern political movement that plays to opinion polls and makes bold promises to
the voters. The old political bosses bristle at any hint of public disapproval or pressure once elected. Their response to Thaksin’s promises and excesses, in
traditional Thai style, has been to express generalized disapproval and presumably indicate that all should slump back to the status quo.
Political personalities with too much power have a history of going too far and provoking public discontent. Whether Thaksin has the wisdom to temper his historic
influence and take advantage of this chance to reshape Thailand as a regional leader will become clear in coming years.
Also
The best of 2Bangkok in 2009
The best of 2Bangkok in 2008
The best of 2Bangkok in 2007
The best of 2Bangkok in 2006
The best of 2Bangkok in 2005
The best of 2Bangkok in 2004
The best of 2Bangkok in 2003

Bangkok Subway News – November-December 2003
December 31, 2003
Categories: Subway
MRTA testing subway rolling stock and finding no problems – translated and summarized from Dailynews, November 26, 2003
Dr. Ockert Van Zyl (the CEO of Siemens Thailand Co.Ltd.) said Siemens has produced and supplied 84% of the electronic instruments for the subway rolling stock
and 91% of electric instruments for the stations. So far, Siemens (Thailand) has delivered 59% of the electronic instruments to MRTA for testing subway cars.
Dr. Ockert said after testing the first delivery of subway rolling stock at the maximum speed (80 km/hr), the company found no problems at all. The next four sets
will reach Laem Chabang in this December and all 19 sets will reach MRTA depot by March 2004.
On December 5, 2003, Minister Suriya and his subordinates from MOTC are going to visit MRTA depot to see a test run. Test runs will be held until Songkran Day
of 2004 – the day for partial opening of the subway.

Photos of the Hualampong subway station – November 20, 2003
Pascal reports: Please go to my website and there you’ll find a link to Bangkok Subway (station photos)… which I took
yesterday.
Right: The names are to pay respect to the people who have contributed to the planning, construction and finalization of the
first subway line. Hualamphong Subway Station also features a small museum about Thai train history. The museum is near the
place where I took the photo of the names.
(Photo: www.pasci.org)
How the subway cars were transported – November 15, 2003
Patrick Dick of The Freight Co, Ltd. has provided an explanation of all planning that went in to transporting the Bangkok subway cars by air to Thailand. (Various
photos of the subway cars being delivered are here.)
1. What are the critical points for transportation
Transporting trains (rolling stock) requires a very specialized know-how that. Subways and Mass Rapid trains are big in size but not extremely heavy. On average, a
single subway wagon (coach) is just more than 20 meters long, slightly over 3 meters wide and almost 4 meters high. The weight is only roughly between 34 to 40
tons depending whether it is the front or end of a subway, which contains the driver’s cabin and an engine. The wagons or coaches between the front and end wagons
are without engine and therefore are not as heavy as the ones with engine. Real train (diesel) locomotive in comparison weight easily around 100 tons. Depending on
how the trains are built it can happen that it will not be allowed to lift them by cranes. Because they are so big, they are generally transported and shipped unpacked
and special care is needed to protect them from scratches, dents, bruises, etc. which may occur especially during handling at the port, airport or upon loading in the
factory or unloading at final destination.
When shipping subway wagons or similar rolling stock by sea the first idea is normally to ship them on break bulk vessels. This has the disadvantage that the
handling as not always the best and safest and that ship owners are tempted to load the trains on deck and not under deck (again mostly because of the big size).
However, they can also be shipped on container vessels but the expert needs to know how and with which ship type, etc.
In the case of sending such a rolling stock by air there are not so many choices. The primary aircraft type to use for such a cargo is the Antonov AN124. Another
aircraft would be the AN124’s bigger brother the AN225 but there is worldwide only one such aircraft in operation.
The AN124 is an ingenious and self-sustainable aircraft. It can uplift up to 150 tons and the volume of the cargo hold is approx. 1,000 cubic meters or close to the
equivalent of 30×20′ containers. The airplane has a front and an aft cargo door. Both boast a ramp for easy loading (roll on/roll off) of heavy cargo. The airplane has
also onboard loading cranes with max. lifting capacity of 40 tons.
In the case of loading a rolling stock into the AN124 the choice is using the front nose door and front door ramp for loading and unloading. Here start the first
difficulties that need to be taken into consideration and into the planning. The AN124’s overall length is 70 meters. The ramp system is can quickly add another 1015 meters depending on the ramp design and the angle at which the ramp is laid out. When loading/unloading such a rolling stock obviously a special trailer is
needed as well. In our case the trailer inclusive of prime mover and draw bar had a combined overall length of 31.5 meters. Finally when operating this trailer for
loading or unloading we have to include also operating space of at least 10-15 meters. Thus altogether we have to calculate a total operating space needed of 120140 meters. Not many airports and cargo terminals are happy to free this kind of space because it is the equivalent of about 4 parked airplanes.
The next thing that needs to be considered is that when the subway will be rolled into the AN124 the road trailer should be fitted on the trailer bed also with rails and
should be able to connect to the aircraft’s ramp system. Special sliding devices must be built for the purpose of loading and unloading. Detailed planning is needed
for the loading place and the unloading place as the road trailer is most likely not the same at the loading place and the unloading place. Special lashing and securing
has to be prepared by the engineers. Engineers need to calculate shock impacts and their calculations will be considered when preparing special lashing and securing
systems.
2. Precedents
The Freight CO Ltd previously handled the very first mass rapid transit system that was imported to Thailand. This system, an elevated mass rapid transit system
known as the "Skytrain" was also supplied by Siemens of Germany. The cargo originated from all over the world. Trains were supplied from Siemens’ factory in
Austria (same as for the subway project). Rails came from Germany. Ticketing machines from the U.S.A., fully assembled escalators from Germany and China, etc.
The total volume of this project was approx. 60,000 frt. The Freight CO LTD was responsible together with Fracht AG of Germany for the total freight and logistics
concept of this project. In Thailand we also provided the warehouse space and our warehouse management software for the stock control of this project. We
delivered just in time to the jobsite. Jobsite was obviously all over the city of Bangkok, a city of approx. 10 million people. We had to deliver / lift most of the cargo
more then 10 meters high onto the various stations. Due to traffic restrictions we were only allowed to deliver at nighttime, mostly after midnight. The Freight CO
LTD also took care of traffic management and police escort for special cargo such as the trains, the long rails, escalators, etc. Besides transporting the sensitive trains
we had to take special care while handling the unpacked, fully assembled escalators fitted with glass panels on both sides. Since starting with the Skytrain project,
The Freight CO LTD has transported and lifted more then 100 escalators for the Skytrain Project, commercial high-rise buildings in Bangkok and the provincial
airport in Pitsanulok.
3. Planning
The first inquiry for the subway air charter project was received in December 2002. Thereafter, negotiations were renewed in July 2003. Serious planning started
relatively late, end of August 2003. From that point and time The Freight CO Ltd’s management was non-stop involved in planning, meetings, preparations, etc.
Many meetings had to be conducted with Thai government offices such as the Royal Thai Airforce, Airports of Thailand (Airports Authority), Thai Airports Ground
Services, Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand, Bangkok Metro CO LTD and our client. Special transportation equipment was already developed by our
German partner, Messrs. Fracht AG of Nuremberg who specializes in handling rolling stock. Road surveys and negotiations with various parties had to be
conducted. Since the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand planned to hold a VIP reception and to invite the press (T.V. and newspapers) we on the arrival of the

last of the 3 air charters, we had to plan the entire operation "military-style". Upon arrival and unloading from airplane of subway coach 1 and 2, we covered the
wagons immediately with 300 square meter large covers to avoid the press of making a press release prior to the VIP reception. During the VIP reception The
Freight CO LTD was largely requested by the client to organize and coordinate matters in and around the airplane. We had to work under enormous pressure because
at the same time, Thailand’s government was preparing for the APEC (Asia Pacific Economy Corporation) that was attended by all Asia Pacific countries leaders
including U.S. President George Bush. Security measurements were at its highest level ever for Thailand and we had to comply with all requests for security,
scheduling, etc.
The entire operation and VIP reception was a huge success. We delivered everything on time and as planned. Upon finishing the VIP reception on October 15th, the
entire subway train (3 wagons) was delivered to the client ‘s train depot during the nighttime.

Skytrain News 2003
December 31, 2003
Categories: Skytrain
Pressure on Skytrain to sell out – December 30, 2003
Wisarut reports: Creditors have applied very brutal measures to force BTSC to restructure debts in favor of the creditors by stating that: "no extensions allowed until
BTSC has restructured debts."
This is very critical moment since the demand for extensions has grown to a critical point, but creditors just try to squeeze profits from the existing routes while
prohibiting BTSC from investing on extensions–unless BTSC allows creditors to take over the system which can be sold to N-Park. Even though the integration of
mass transit system is a must, it is too bad it has to be accomplished like this.
Related: N-Park aiming to takeover BTS to expand their real estate business – Prachachart Thurakij, December 22-24, 2003 & Natural Park major shareholder
in BMCL – Than Setthakij, December 18 – 20, 2003
Siemens eyes rolling stock plant – Bangkok Post, December 29, 2003
Siemens is considering plans to set up an assembly plant for rolling stock in Thailand to capitalise on the government’s long-term goal of developing a multi-billionbaht mass-transit system in Bangkok…
Balance sheet of BTSC – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, December 20, 2003
The balance sheet of BTSC will be as follows:
Revenue:
1) Direct revenue from services: 2.5 billion baht
2) Indirect revenue from FOREX (Foreign Exchange): 2.3 billion baht
Expense:
Operating Cost: 3.0 billion baht
Debt Payments: 1.1 billion baht
Profit (Loss): 0.7 billion baht
Commentary: Hopefully the balance sheet of 2004 will be profitable, with more revenue from services so as not to rely too much on FOREX fluctuation.
Even though the Taksin extension might not be ready for December 5, 2004, it should be ready in the first quarter of 2005 since those who live around Thonburi are
running out of patience.
Reporting Skytrain profits – December 20, 2003
Below are excerpts of this week’s news about Skytrain profits and the future of the extensions. As usual the Thai-language papers reported the news first and the
English-language papers followed (interestingly enough on the same day) a few days later. The Bangkok Post is notable in explaining the debt bind BTS is in.
Another point is an admission that the Taksin extension will not open until 2005 at the earliest.
BTSC reaping 3 million baht profit and increasing after MRTA becoming a reality – translated and summarized from Dailynews, December 17, 2003
Anat Abhabhirom, advisor to BTSC Board of Directors said after four years in operation, the average number of passenger is 340,000 a day compared with the first
year which had 140,000 passengers a day. Daily revenue is about 7 million baht with a profit of 3 million baht–but still not enough to pay interest. The company
expected the number of passengers to increase by 10.15% to reach 400,000 passengers a day due to economic prosperity and traffic jams.
MRTA subway will also help to boost the number of passengers for BTSC by thousands a day due to three connections at Mochit Asok and Silom. However, the
smart card system installation will not be ready in 2004 since it requires BTSC to invest on the new computer system which can accept the smart cards and negotiate
with MRTA.
The new viaducts are being installed at Siam Discovery Center as well as President Hotel. BTSC is investing 1.1 billion baht on the Taksin extension (2.2 km), but
the opening date has been delayed to 2005 due to a snafu on the contractor selection for the construction of Charone Nakhorn and Taksin Station. Even though this
section will need a fare hike, BTSC needs to negotiate with BMA for the new terms and wait until the stations are done before handling over the signals and rolling
stock. After Taksin extension is done and opened in 2005, it will boost the number of passengers by 2-30,000 passengers a day.
BTS finally rolling into the black – Bangkok Post, December 20, 2003
…However, despite the expected operating profit, the company still will have an accumulated loss of around 11 billion baht. The company is continuing with efforts
to restructure its debt, which has put it at loggerheads with creditors over the past four years.
Mr Kasem said the company was about to complete negotiations with creditors on several critical issues including debt-to-equity conversion and debt rescheduling,
but there had been no agreement on a proposed debt write-down.
The company has requested that 15% of its outstanding debt worth about 45 billion baht be written down, he said. The creditors in turn proposed that BTSC reduce
its registered capital to 10% of its current level of 18 billion baht.
In addition, the creditors voted against any service extension plans by the company until it can get its finances in order. Mr Kasem said that once the debt
restructuring issue was settled, the company would be ready to invest another 5-6 billion baht to extend the Sukhumvit line 8.9 kilometres from Onnuj to Samrong.
The investment in the Sukhumvit extension line will likely come from private capital injections and an initial public offering. The two extension projects are likely to
begin next year.
BTSC coming back to the stock market in 2004 – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, December 20, 2003
Kasem Jatikawanit (AKA Mr. Super K – the Chairman of BTSC Board of Directors) said BTSC will be back to offer an IPO by the end of 2004 after the balance
sheet turns profitable by 6-700 million baht–the first year profitable due to a10% increase of passengers. BTSC considers the MRTA subway as the one factor that
boosts more passengers for the Skytrain and is not a rival at all. BTSC will do their best to speed up the Taksin Extension to be done by the end of 2004.
So far, BTSC gets annual revenue of 2.5 billion baht with a .0.6-0.7 billion baht profit–10% expansion of revenue with 1.3 billion baht in cash. Thus be able to pay
75-80% of the current interest rate which is 1.5 billion baht a year. Furthermore, BTSC feels convinced that they can cut down the principle of 30 billion baht by
15% (4.5 billion baht) enabling BTSC to be able to offer an IPO in the booming stock market by the end of December 2004.
BTSC decides to invest 1.6 billion baht on the 2.2 km Taksin extension which will boost Skytrain passengers by 30,000 a day with a revenue of 600,000 baht more a
day (an 8% increase). BTSC will invest 5-6 billion baht in the 8.9-km Samrong extension. It will require 900 days to construct the route.
BTSC negotiating with creditors – translated and summarized from Thairath, December 20, 2003
Kasem Jatikawanit (AKA Mr. Super K – the Chairman of BTSC Board of Directors) told correspondents from Thairath that after four years service BTSC has
become profitable for
the first time.
The average daily passengers is 360,000 a day – the annual revenue is at 2.5 billion baht, the expense is 3.9 billion baht and profit from exchange rates is 2.0 billion
baht with net profit of 0.7 billion baht. BTSC expects a growth in passengers of 8% due to the surging demands and economic prosperity.
For the investment on extensions, BTSC is negotiating with Siam Commercial Bank PCL, KfW, and IFC (three major creditors) to restructure the debts of 32 billion
baht. Initially the three major creditors refused to negotiate with BTSC, but now they began to see the point to restructure the debts to enable BTSC to invest on the
extensions and thus boost revenue to be able to pay off debts to the creditors faster. There are three major points for debt restructure:
1) Trimming debts by
1.1) writing off the 4.5 billion baht outstanding interest
1.2) writing off the 4.5 billion baht of the current 30 billion baht principle
1.3) Cutting down the capital
2) Turning debts into equity to enable the creditors to grab more share on BTSC–proportional to the debts BTSC owes
3) Extending the debt payment from 2011 to 2017

BTSC hopes that the creditor will agree with the BTSC debt restructure plan by the end of 2004. After that, BTSC will offer an IPO to capitalize the stock and get
more funds (at least 6 billion baht) to invest in the Samrong Extension as well as other future extensions.
BTS finally sees a profit, but interest debts loom – The Nation, December 20, 2003
Bangkok Mass Transit System Plc (BTS), which runs the capital’s Skytrain, yesterday announced a projected net profit of up to Bt700 million for this year on revenue
of Bt2.5 billion.
Using negotiation as a way to speed up the Skytrain extensions – translated and summarized from Dailynews, December 2, 2003
The BMA City Clerk has sign the contract to hire a consultant to deal with the studies on six Skytrain extensions with a price tag of 50 million baht. The extensions
are
1) Sukhumvit extension from Samrong to Samut Prakarn (7.9 km) with a branch line from Bangna to Wat Sri Iam Intersection via Bangna – Trat Highway (4 km)
2) Silom extension from Taksin Road to Phetkasem (4.5 km)
3) Phaholyothin extension from Mochit to Donmuang (10.7 km) with a branch line from Lam Lookka Road to Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road (14 km)
4) Pinklao extension from National Stadium to Pinklao Bridge (Bangkok Side – 4.5 km)
5) Onnut – NBIA (20 km)
6) Mahachai extension from Taksin – Phetkasem to Mahachai parallel with Mahachai Railway (28 km).
BMA Traffic Bureau will use price negotiation instead of bidding which requires more steps and takes more time to implement. These extension projects are at the
first priority to get done in six years. The Traffic Bureau will call three contractors (Italian Thai Development, Ch Karnchang, and Sino-Thai Engineer and
Construction) to negotiate with the company about the details and make a decision which company offers the best deal to BMA.
Commentary: The first four extensions and branches follow the master plan, and are thus easy to get approval–even though there will be several conflicts between
BMA and the Traffic Policy Office about the section from National Stadium to Pinklao. However, the 5th and the 6th extensions are unlikely to get approval since
the Skytrain extension to NBIA has been delayed until the Southern terminal becomes a reality. BMA aims to get a share of NBIA (new airport) passengers as
quickly as possible, and thus they have come up with such extensions. The section to Mahachai also duplicates the Southern extension of the commuters train and is
unlikely to get approval.
BTS extensions delayed by one month – translated and summarized from Dailynews, November 3, 2003
Even though BMA has called a bid they have not decided the winners for all three contracts yet. However, at least two contractors will be disqualified by technical
problems due to stringent criteria.
Commentary: It seems to me that Stecon, ITD and CH. Kanrchang will be qualified while others get barred from such business.
BTS needs a big boost to encourage more passengers to use the new Orange line to reach at least 400,000 passengers a day and the Purple Line to reach at least
600,000 passengers a day.
I hope that the 2nd phase after 2010 will come up with some modifications to fit into the local demands (Lad Phrao, Sri Nakharin, Muangthong Thani – Pakkret,
Makkasan, Thepharak, etc.).
Fears over Skytrain bidding – November 2, 2003
It has long been feared that construction plans for the Skytrain extensions would be indefinitely delayed by legal
proceedings. Wisarut reports another bit of news absent from the English-language press:
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I got the news from Thrairath Daily (October 31, 2003) that BMA decided to delay the announcement of the winner for the construction of Samrong and Taksin
Extensions to December 3, 2003 even though they are 90% finished reading the bidding details. It seems to me that the contractors are working to lobby the
committee to declare the winners of bidding process while accusing others of being either the poor losers. This leakage of news about possible collusion and
pressure has caused much controversy. I hope that BMA will declare the victors of bidding very soon or court proceedings will ruin the project.
The details of the new Skytrain extensions – translated and summarized by Wisarut from Siam Thurakij, October 19-25, 2003
Lines

Distance (km)

Budget (billion baht)

Construction

Onnut – Samrong
Samrong – Samut Prakarn
Saphan Taksin-Taksin Road

8.90
7.90
2.20

8.43615
9.71499
1.06657

2003-2006
2004-2009
2003-2004

Taksin Road – Phetkasem
Mochit – Saphan Mai

4.50
10.70

2.95000
16.942700

2004-2006
2004-2007

National Stadium – Pinklao

4.5

17.77007*

2004-2009

* Will be increased since the Traffic Policy Office is asking BMA to stretch this section to Pinklao via Siriraj Hospital.
The Rattanakosin Extension will go along Rama I Road and then turn right to go along Bunthatthong Road (Rama VI Road) before going parallel with Saensaeb
canal and Mahanak canal to Saphan Phan Fah Bridge. Then it will go along Ratchananada canal and pass the back of BMA City hall to reach Sanam Luang at
Rattanakosin Hotel (a hotel nearest to Sanam Luang). After that, the route goes underground from Sanam Luang to Pinklao via underground tunnel and Siriraj.
BMA feels confident that BMA could undertake the construction tasks without financial problems and without delay using local tax revenue. However, BMA needs
to get some help from MRTA to dug the tunnels by making a joint venture.
However, BMA has to suspend the proposed 20-km Airport Link (with a budget of 20.354 billion baht) since SRT is going to deal with that matter. Therefore, BMA
should focus on upgrading the facility at Phayathai for linking with the Airport Commuter (Phayathai – NBIA) with comfort.
Commentary: It seems to me that BMA may come up with the extension from Bang Na to Wat Sri Lam and beyond (at least to Hua Mark Railway Station) once
SRT has completed the Airport Rail Link as a way to make a feeder line and pick up passengers at SEACON Square.
Going into Rattanakosin Island from Phadung Krung Kasem canal (e.g. from Bo Bae market–the place where Saen Saeb Canal and Phadung Krungkasem Canal
intersect) are required to be underground according to the 1995 cabinet resolution. However, BMA seems to ignore this fact. Expect to face strong protest from
temples along the route.
Therefore, I think BMA should plan for doubling the estimated budget for National Stadium – Pinklao section from 17.7 billion Baht to 35 billion baht as the way to
pay for the double tunnels and subway stations from Bunthat Thong to Pin Klao.
Skytrain extension from National Stadium to Siriraj Hospital – translated and summarized from Dailynews, October 10, 2003
After a meeting between the Traffic Policy Office and mass transit operators, BTSC , MRTA , SRT, Traffic Policy Office has suggested to BMA and BTSC that:
"The Western extension of Skytrain will be elevated from National Stadium and then go along Rama I Road until it reaches Bunthat Thong. After that, the line turn
right to go along Rama 6 Road and then go along Mahanak Canal until it reaches Phan Fah Bridge.
After reaching Phan Fah Bridge, the line will go along Ratchananda Canal and pass City Hall to reach Saman Luang at Rattnakosin Hotel . After that the line will
become an underground line to go across Chaophraya Parallel to Pinklao Bridge. The line will end up at Siriraj Hospital "
The western section from National Stadium to Siriraj Hospital is 6 km long and will alleviate congestion at Thonburi.
BMA also submitted the plans for construction of the Skytrain extensions to get a final decision from Premier Thaksin:
1) Northern Extension, Mochit – Saphan Mai – 8 km
2) Taksin Extension Phase 2, Taksin Road – Phetkasem (Bang Wah) – 4.5 km
3) Paknam Extension, Samrong Station to Samut Prakarn (Paknam) – 8 km
4) Bang Na – Wat Sri Iam + Park and Ride at BITEC – 3 km
BMA will have a consultant to handle these 4 projects within this year (2003).
Commentary: Going along Mahanak canal has double-edge impact.
Pros:

1) Allowing access into Bo Bae Market – a giant garment market
2) Reaching Rachadamnoen Avenue at Phan Fah
3) Route is very close to the Giant Swing and BMA City Hall
4) Reaching Sriraj Hospital and Bangkoknoy Railway Station
Cons:
1) Going through sensitive areas of Ban Krua
2) NOT going along Ratchadamnoen Avenue, thus less passengers
3) Going between the temple areas requires heavy compensation
4) NOT reaching Pin Klao area to pick more passengers
Therefore, the Traffic Policy Office and BMA should consider constructing the Western extension by combining the defunct Hopewell project (route from Yommaraj
– Sanam Luang) and the connection from National Stadium to Yommaraj as well as the new route from Sanam Luang to Siriraj Hospital. The route should also go to
Pinklao area to pick up more passengers and connect with the Northern Ring.
Comments on the four Skytrain construction projects being submitted:
1) The Northern Extension is definitely good for BMA and BTSC due to the strong demand and that this route follows the masterplan (so it will be easy to get
approval). The only catch is that the giant water pipeline from Lad Phrao to Kaset and the Senanikhom Flyover both need to be cleared.
2) Taksin Extension Phase 2 – Taksin Intersection – Phetkasem
This route also follows the master plan and will be easy to get approval. Strong demand from Thonburi will push the project forward. The only catch is the via ducts
connecting Thaphra Station with Talad Phloo Railway Station as well as the Mall Tha Phra and the via duct plus interchange connecting Subway and Skytrain
together.
3) Paknam Extension – Samrong – Samut Prakarn
This route also follows the master plan (easy to get approval). Strong demand from those who live in Samrong, Phra Padaeng and Paknam will push the project
forward.
The only catch is the infrastructure clearance along Sukhumvit Road and the joint venture plan between BMA City Hall and Samut Prakarn City Hall to finance the
project.
Feeder bus to Phra Padaeng and Bang Plee are also in demand to ensure picking up passengers from Samut Prakarn.
4) Bang Na – Wat Sri Lam
This one is a shorter version of the Skytrain NBIA Extension according to the 1995 Masterplan and includes a Park and Ride at BITEC. This line has the advantage
that it allows a direct link with BITEC and passes Central City Bang NA It also allows future extension to NBIA via Sri Nakharin and Onnut Road which also passes
by Seacon Square–a great boon to BTSC.
The big catch is that BMA needs to make a settlement with the Expressway Authority as well as Highway Department to allow construction along Bangna – Bang
Pakong Highway. Otherwise, BTSC and BMA will have to construct a route along Udomsuk Road (Sukhumvit 103–a route from the masterplan. A via duct
connecting Central City Bang NA and BITEC is also needed to ensure easy passenger movement.
Who will win contracts for Skytrain extensions and who will complain – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, Vol. 27, No. 3521
The bidding for 9.5-billion BTSC Extension on October 3, 2003 was quite competitive. It will take one month to make an assessment and declare the winner on
November 3, 2003.
However, it seems that STECON will be the sure winner for the Taksin Extension (Saphan Taksin – Taksin Intersection 2.2 km – 1.05 billion baht). Only Naowarat
Patthana and ITD would be contenders.
For the first section of Samrong Extension (Onnut – Bearing – 5.25 km – 4.2 billion baht), the sure winner is Ch. Karnchang while Naowarat Patthana and ITD are
contenders.
For the second section of Samrong Extension + depot (Bearing – Samrong Tai – 3.65 km – 4.3 billion baht), the sure winner is ITD while Naowarat Patthana, Ch.
Kanrchang PCL, and STECON are contenders.
The losers are already sending letters to Premier Thaksin to investigate. If this case follows to patterns of past accusations of collusion, a corruption probe will
follow.
For the case of BTSC, it will be able to run the Taksin extension with spare sets of Skytrain rolling stock and it will need 10 more sets for the Samrong extension.
However, creditors have not approved the investment plan for the Samrong extension yet. Governor Samak and the new BMA Governor will have a daunting task to
negotiate with creditors to fund the projects.
Commentary: I hope that the settlement will come soon to allow the construction of the extensions without delay.
Planning Skytrain passenger levels – translated and summarized from Manager Daily – September 23, 2003
BTSC Needs to expand their services to compensate for the decreasing numbers of some sections–even though the Taksin extension will raise the number of
passengers by 30,000 trips a day from current 330,000 trips a day (15,000 for the trip from Thonburi to Bangkok and the other 15,000 trips from Bangkok to
Thonburi). BTSC has raised the target for December 2003 to 400,000 passengers a day.
However, the target for December 2004 may have to be trimmed down a little bit until the joint ticket system have been installed. BTSC might also need to find
ways to increase future Thonburi passengers to a higher level than present targets.
BTSC needs to apply the same measures to get even more passengers and break the barrier of 500,000-600,000 passengers a day when Samrong extension becomes
a reality after 2006.
Skytrain gets go-ahead for line extension – Bangkok Post, September 23, 2003
Creditors have agreed in principle to a partial moratorium for two years, allowing Bangkok Mass Transit System Co (BTSC) to extend its elevated railway service
on the Silom line to Taksin road…
The structure of the 2.2km extension from Taksin station near Chao Phraya river to Taksin road is nearly complete. Sino-Thai Engineering and Construction Plc
built it under an old elevated bus lane project initiated when Bhichit Rattakul was the Bangkok governor. The structure was sealed over the river yesterday in a
ceremony presided over by Bangkok governor Samak Sundaravej.
Proposing a walkway along the Skytrain route at Ratprasong – translated and summarized from Thairath Daily, Sept 18, 2003
The correspondents at BMA City Hall said the Traffic Bureau and Central Pattana have surveyed Ratprasong Intersection area to make a study for the feasibility of a
new 800-m walkway from Hyatt Erawan Hotel to Siam Station via Central World by the request of Central Department Store (Chitlom). It will be air-conditioned
and consist of booths for rental to sell products. Three studies found that it is suitable to construct the air-conditioned viaduct. The walkway will be 5.2 m high from
the ground level (not to block buses and trucks) and 7 m wide.
However, new pillars are needed, ventilators must be installed, and strong emergency exits must be constructed. The aesthetic design must be ensure harmony with
the surroundings. There are several shrines around the Ratprasong area (Thao Mahaphrom as a good example).
BMA and Central Pattana are gathering details on construction methods and the design of the air-conditioned walkway before meeting with Governor Samak in
October this year.
Commentary: I hope that this will connect Siam Station with Chitlom Station, thus allowing passengers to stay on the via duct during the New Year Count down at
Ratprasong. During that time there are about 100,000 people gathering at Ratprasong intersection. Therefore the new viaduct must be strong enough to carry the
sheer number of people.
BMA to receive 26.5 billion baht from 30-year Skytrain concession – translated and summarized from Dailynews, September 9, 2003
After the meeting between BMA and BTSC on September 5, BTSC agreed to freeze the ticket prices for two extensions since the current inflation rate is much lower
than 7% (about 2% at most).
BTSC will receive 26.5 billion baht revenue from the concession and BTSC will transfer ownership to BMA at the end of concession on December 5, 2029.
After the 31st year, BTSC will receive 143 billion baht revenue in 20 years. For this matter, BTSC will extend the concession to BTSC for another 20 years, or ask
BTSC to run the service while BMA still retains ownership and collects ticket money. If BTSC receives profit higher than 14.5% of revenue, BTSC will have to give
BMA more revenue sharing in addition to the concession payments.
BTSC will have to draft a detailed plan for revenue sharing from commercial development inside the stations before submitting the plan to BMA Board.
BTSC will have to invest 1 billion baht on signal and rolling stock on the Taksin extensions (2 stations, 2.2 km) while BTSC can use old rolling stock to run the

services. The BTSC Board have approved the investment plan for the Taksin extension.
For the case of Samrong extension (7 stations, 8.9 km), BTSC will have to invest 10 billion baht on signals and rolling stock. However, the BTSC Board have to
wait for the contractors to handle the project before making a final decision.
After getting the contractors (on October 3), BMA will ask the contractors to start construction immediately. The Taksin extension will be completed in 1 year while
the Samtorn extension will be completed in 3 years. After the construction for each section is done, BTSC will run the service immediately.

Skytrain extensions being studied–possibly ready by 2007 – translated and summarized from Siam Turakij, August 31- September 6, 2003
Thaweesak Loedpraphan (Director of Transportation Section, BMA Traffic Bureau) said that the BMA Traffic Bureau has planned for the second phase of the
Taksin Extension (Taksin Intersection – Tha Phra – Phetkasem) with a distance of 4.5 km and a price tag of 2.95 billion baht and Phaholyothin Extension (Mochit –
Ratchayothin – Kaset – Saphan Mai) with a distance of 12 km and a price tag of 16.942 billion baht. Both are undergoing studies on feasibility and environmental
impact. If both sections pass the environmental assessment, bids will be called by the end of 2004. If the contractors are approved by the cabinet, the second phase of
the Taksin extension will be open for service by the end of 2006 (preferably December 5, 2006) and the Phaholyothin extension will be opened for service by the end
of 2007 (preferably December 5, 2007 for the 80-year Anniversary for His Majesty). More on the Taksin extensions.
Commentary: The installation of Smart Card System at the terminals (Saphan Mai – , Phetkasem ) as well as significant stations (Tha Phra which is close to The
Mall Tha Phra, Kasetsart which is close to Kasetsart University, Phaholyothin which is close to Central Lad Phrao, Ratchayothin which is close to SCB Park Plaza)
is necessary to facilitate movement between Subway and Skytrain systems. If BTSC gets more credit, they will be able to install Smart Card systems in all stations,
potentially doubling the number of daily passengers.
BMA and Krungthep Thanakhom should help BTSC deal with creditors, since creditors are now aiming to take over BTSC.
After Phaholyothin Extension becomes a reality, BTSC should consider the Bangkok Ring Railway as a part of the new line of the Skytrain so as to pick up the
passengers not living along the routes.
The routes not covered by Skytrain extensions will need to have a feeder bus system. Thus, the new feeder bus route from Ratchayothin to Mochit 2, Ratchayothin to
Chadrakasem, Kasetsart to The Mall Ngam Wongwan, Memorial Bridge – Wongwian Yai – Taksin Intersection, Phetkasem – The Mall Bang Khae (temporary
measure until Subway has been extended to BangKhae), Charoen Nakhon – Big C Ratboorana – Pracha Uthit – KMUTT , The Mall Tha Phra – Mahai sawan –
Rama II Highway – Central Rama II, The Mall Tha Phra – Pinklao – Southern Bus terminal, etc. New Park and Ride facilities are necessary but pretty hard to find.
BMA launches bid for Skytrain extensions – The Nation, August 27, 2003
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration yesterday launched a bid for the Bt9-billion construction to extend three skytrain routes, expected to be complete in
2006…
Five bidders are competing for the contract to build three extended routes. They are Sino-Thai and AS Joint Venture, Italian Thai Development Plc, CKBB Joint
Venture, a consortium led by Civil Engineering and Nam Prasert Construction, and Naowarat Patanakan Co.
Following construction, Bangkok Transit System Co (BTS), the present service-provider, is slated to operate all four extended routes. Bangkok Governor Samak
Sundaravej said he was negotiating to further extend the services from the capital to two outlying provinces of Samut Sakhon and Pathum Thani… BTS has net
earnings of Bt2 million per day from the daily ticket sales of Bt6 million.
Skytrain in bankruptcy court – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, Vol 27 No 3509, August 28, 2003
Khiree Kanchanaphak says he has worked so hard, even with frustration, to deal with the debts of BTSC and declared that he will protect the 35% of BTSC shares
held by Thanayong at all costs even though the creditors forced him to sell more shares to them. Khiree hopes that the bankruptcy court will pass a new restructure
plan. Khiree is trying to point out to creditors that the extension projects will help both creditors and passengers.
This is the first time we see Khiree Kanchanaphak after the Bankruptcy Court refused to approve the debt restructure plan drafted by Thanayong Planner Co.Ltd on
August 15, 2003. The judge stated that the debt restructure plan is not fair to creditors which have been lumped into the same group since they receive unfair
payment.
The debt restructure said Thanayong will reduce capital and then raise capital by 1.423 billion baht by selling shares to new investors and new creditors, but BTSC
needs a 650 million baht credit line from the new partners and creditors to run the company. Such a problem caused Khiree to ask for court protection to prevent the
enforcement by creditors.
Khiree told correspondents on August 26, 2003 that everything is going step by step, nothing smooth, nothing easy.
He appealed to the Bankruptcy Court on August 18 for a new plan and the courts had received the new plan on August 22. The plan is pending.
The previous debt restructure plan is opposed by the second group of creditors–the creditors with collateral such as vacant land, the unfinished section, the finished
sections, and BTSC shares.
There are 14 creditors who opposed the BTSC debt restructure plan.
1) Royal Household (via Royal Household Treasury – a subsidiary of Royal Crown Property Bureau)
2) Italian Thai Development PCL
3) Thai Samut Insurant PCL
4) Mr. Anake Nilphanapan
5) SCF Financial PCL
6) Siam City Syndicate PCL
7) Nakhorn Luang Credit PCL
8) The Law Debenture Trust Corporation PCL
9) Credit First Boston (Hong Kong) Co.Ltd.
10) Ms. Anit Kannasutra (the Kannasutra family is the owner of Italian Thai Development PCL)
11) Satan International (Thailand) Co.Ltd.
12) Sino-Thai Engineering and Construction PCL
13) CTF Resources CO.Ltd.
14) Unknown–but not Siemens or KFW
Credit First Boston is not the largest creditor and the largest shareholder. Credit First Boston holds only 20% of shares. The problem with Credit First Boston is
settled though. STECOn and ITD (the contractors) cases are still not settled.
Khiree said he has a way to deal with the future to prevent the loss of ownership. Everybody wants to get BTSC shares which he initiated by his own hands. He says
he has already experienced lots of pain and has felt exhausted many times thus he refuses to let it go easily and will fight at all costs. Everything will be settled in the
next few months. Thanayong Planner will modify the debt restructure plan so both debtors and creditors feel satisfied.
Thanayong held 35% of shares while CTF is the second. Debt payment at the same levels are really difficult, but he will try to protect the core business .
The revenue from both lines of BTSC growth is 20% -> 7 million baht a day while the advertising revenue is 200-300 million baht a year. However, debts and
expenses are very high.
Khiree felt confident that the extensions will boost passengers and revenue. So far, there are more than 300,000 passengers a day–still far from the target of 600,000
passengers a day, but much better than the first two years when there was only 150,000 passengers a day.
Khiree says that the rumour that BMCL is going to take over BTSC is a false rumour. If there are some shareholders who want to sell their shares to BMCL, he
would not forbid them to do so.
Thanayiong has invested 50 billion baht to initialize the system even though Thanayong still carries a heavy burden of debt and Thanayong cannot generate more
income to cover the expense of BTSC. Furthermore, Thanayong cannot find a partner to deal with real estate matters. The creditors who hold shares of BTSC
refused to approve the debt restructure plan on April 22, 2003 – after several postponements.
The outstanding equity held by creditors who have BTSC shares as collateral is about 5.785 billion baht (14% of debts). The outstanding debts to be paid to the
creditors is 39.510 billion baht – 28.031 billion baht of principle and 11.209 billion baht of interest.
Commentary: BTSC better install a smart card system as soon as possible to allow MRTA passengers to go around Sukhumvit, Silom, Siam, and Victory
Monument areas while allowing passengers from Skytrain routes to go to Bangsue and Ratchadaphisek, and the Convention Center. However, BTSC needs to
explain to the creditors that the smart card system will increase passengers and revenue to pay debt.

Five firms seek B9.5bn deal – Bangkok Post, August 16, 2003
Five construction consortiums are likely to vie for the 9.5-billion-baht project to extend the BTS skytrain system to Samrong and Phetkasem. They are Sino-Thai
Engineering and Construction Plc, Ch Karnchang-Bilfinger, Nawarat Patanakarn, Civil Engineering and Italian-Thai Development Plc.
We ran this story on Thursday (The five contractors competing for BTS extensions – translated and summarized from Dailynews – August 11, 2003). The
Dailynews story added the detail that only Italian Thai Development PCL is large enough to be able to handle the project without a joint venture with foreign firms.
The five contractors competing for BTS extensions – translated and summarized from Dailynews – August 11, 2003
For the 9.502 billion baht Skytrain extension projects, there are five qualified contractors, most in the form of a joint venture. Only Italian Thai Development PCL
can go it alone. The qualifying companies are:
1) SinoThai Engineering and Construction PCL and AS Associate
2) Italian Thai Development PCL
3) Ch. Karnchang and Bilfinger
4) Civil Engineering and Nam Prasoed PCL
5) Naowarat Phatthanakarn and Cruasifer
All the qualified contractors must draft technical details about the construction and the price – to be ready to bid by October 3, 2003.
However, BMA will invite representatives from the qualified contractors to see the construction sites first. After picking a winner, BMA will nominate the
contractors to the cabinet to approve and sign the contract to ensure that there will be the budget for this project no matter who will become the new government
while the project is underway. Construction could be started by the end of 2003.
The criteria for qualified bidders are:
Have done work in Thailand – elevated ways at the price not less than 750 million baht, railway construction not less than 500 million baht – or done work through a
joint venture.
Constructing the three Skytrain-Subway interchanges – translated and summarized from Dailynews, July 28, 2003
For the pending three skyways to connect Mochit with Chatuchak, Asok with Sukhumvit and Saladaeng with Silom, MRTA will construct the first two skyways at
Mochit and Asok first since they are only a few meters away from each station and can thus be constructed immediately.

However, the third connection at Saladaeng requires 100 million baht to set up since it is 100 meters away and
needs an overpass.
BTSC said they have no cash to pay for all three connections, thus only the first two will be constructed.
MRTA is asking BMA to help BTSC pay for the three connections if BTSC cannot pay. However, it is
uncertain whether BMA would pay MRTA for the three connections since BMA has not paid MRTA for the
cost of demolishing the Ratchada-Lad Phrao Flyover even though BMA is supposed to do so. Probably, a
A photo from the Morchit Subway Station on
court settlement will be needed.
March 14, 2001 – The pedestrian tunnel that leads
to the opposite side of Phahonyohtin Road. This
connects the Morchit Subway Station to the
Skytrain Station.
Filipino Skytrain anecdote – July 22, 2003
Wisarut dug up this interesting anecdote from a Filipino blogger: I just got back from a five-day trip to Bangkok, Thailand, to visit Firestone’s tire factory there. The
city is full of gleaming skyscrapers and shopping centers, and with the elevated highways and SkyTrain, the horrific traffic jams of yesterday have been greatly
minimized. Surprisingly for a city of 12 million people it seemed cleaner than Manila, with many more trees and less air pollution. Of course, the Thai people were
as friendly and gracious as those Thai Airways ads claim they are, no doubt adding to my satisfaction. I managed to take the SkyTrain twice to go shopping in the
Emporium Shopping Center. We stayed at the Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit Hotel and there was a SkyTrain stop just in front of us. Just like the MRT in Manila, this
system uses magnetic fare cards, but unlike in Manila, they are sold solely from vending machines. I didn’t know this during my first attempt to ride the SkyTrain, so
I innocently approached the ticket booth manned by human attendants. I slipped a 20-baht note through the window and expected to get a fare card and change of
10-baht. Instead I got two ten-baht coins. When I pushed one of these back at the attendant, he finally told me to get my ticket from the machine behind me. In this
comedy of errors, I felt like I was pushing money back and forth through the window and would never get a ticket!
Who will run the Skytrain extensions?/Two new extensions to be studied – translated and summarized from Dailynews, July 24, 2003
Thus far, there is only one contractor who has bought a bidding form for the Samrong and Taksin Extensions, but there is still time (until August 8) to buy forms.
Even though the cabinet resolution which dictated 100% private investment has not been amended to allow public investment yet, BMA decided to call a bid since
BMA has received 700 million baht from the cabinet to handle Skytrain extensions in 2003 .
Therefore, BMA needs to call a new bid to get the contractor to be submitted to the cabinet for approval. The BMA expected to get the contractor approved by the
cabinet by the end of 2003 to be able to start construction in early 2004 and finish the project by the end of 2006.
BMA Traffic Bureau is going to propose studies on two new Skytrain extensions –
1) NBIA Extension – from Onnut to NBIA via Sri Nakharin, Wat Sri Iam Intersection, and Bangna-Trat Highway
2) Phaholyothin Extension – from Mochit to Saphan Mai
For the case of concession holders for the proposed routes, BMA could call a new bid while constructing the tracks so as to speed up the project. Nevertheless, BMA
will ask BTSC first if the company wants to deal with the concessions of the new extensions. Only those who could offer a better deal than BTSC will be granted a
concession .
BMCL could rival BTSC since BMCL is running the service for the MRTA Subway . However, BTSC has a cutting edge since it runs the rest of the Skytrain
already. Only those who offer the best deal with BMA and the highest benefit for the people would get new concessions.
Commentary: For the case of going from Onnut to NBIA, the route will please those who live in the southern Bangkok suburbs such as those those who live along
Bangna -Highway, Sri Nakharin Road, while causing a big frown from those who live in the northern section – including tourists from NBIA who are going to
downtown Bangkok unless the NBIA route has been constructed in a way which allows rapid service from NBIA to downtown Bangkok as well as the northern
section. Thus, BTSC must upgrade Phra Khanong and Onnut Stations as interchanges for the system. The route would be about 30 km if it is to go to the
underground station at the NBIA main terminal–running along the moat surrounding the airport or parallel to the road from the southern gate to the main terminal
would be fine if it is not obstructing the landing and the flying routes. However, the track would have to be modified once the southern terminal becomes a reality.
Furthermore, this extension is not in the master plan at all – even though some sections (from Sri Nakharin to NBIA) still follow the 1995 pattern, non-masterplan
mass transit is hard to get approved. On the other hand, the Phaholyothin Extension to Saphan Mai will please most of northern Bangkokians such as those who live
in Ratchayothin, Sena Nikhom, Kaset, Bang Bua, Bang Khen, and Saphan Mai as well those who are covered by future feeder bus routes. The extension also allow
movement between those who live in northern Bangkok suburbs and those who live in the southern Bangkok suburbs, thus alleviating traffic jam. The Phaholyothin
extension to Saphan Mai is following the master plan so it is not difficult to get approval.

Samrong officials agree to Samrong Skytrain Extension – translated and summarized from Thrairath Daily & Dailynews, July 23, 2003
Mr. Thana Cheerawinij (member of the BMA City Council- Democrat) heads a special committee to handle the 8.9-km Samrong extension of Skytrain for BMA –
with a price of 9.2 billion Baht – and held a meeting with Samrong officials.
During the meeting, the representatives from Samut Prakarn such as Deputy Governor of Samut Prakarn Wijarn Phadungwithee and Muang Samut Pracharn District
Director Chen Chuensiwa complained that Samut Prakarn City Hall and the district office have not received data about Skytrain extension to Samut Prakarn to
explain to local people.
BMA Deputy Governor Sanan Tothong responded to the complaints from the representatives of Samut Prakarn that the Skytrain extension to Samut Prakarn will

have strong benefit to all, not just the Bangkokians. Actually, BMA has been cooperative with the Samut Prakarn City Hall, but maybe sporadically.
Nevertheless, the Deputy Governor of Samut Prakarn has told those who attended the meeting that the Municipality of North Samrong has unanimously approved
the Samrong extension along Sukhumvit Road. Furthermore,the district office of Samut Prakarn also will allow BTSC to construct a park and ride facility on 14 rai
of land behind the District Office of Muang Samut Prakarn. BTSC will have to come up with a feeder bus to pick passengers up from the park and ride to Samrong
Station – until the Skytrain is extended to Samut Prakarn City Hall in the future.
The only worrying thing would be the foundation laying around Erawan Shrine. The vibration during the construction and after opening the service could have very
detrimental effects on the structure of Erawan Shrine which has a 200-metric ton copper statue of Erawan.
Mr. Thana responded that BMA will ask the contractor to use foundation pins to reduce the detrimental effect during the construction toward the Erawan Shrine.
Nevertheless, BMA has attached the provision that if the structure of the Erawan Shrine suffers during the construction or after the opening of the service on
December 5, 2006, the consultants and the contractors will take full responsibility to fixing the shrine.
BMA also asks BTSC to freeze the ticket price to the 10-40 baht level as the way to gain benefit from both sides due to an additional 100,000 passengers as well as
the convenient transportation for locals.

Bidding for the Skytrain extensions in October – ITD/Ch. Karnchang are apparent winners – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, July 21-23,
2003
The bidding process for Skytrain extensions will be held on October 3, 2003 – after purchasing the form BMA Traffic Bureau from July 18-August 4, 2003
separated into 3 sections – with a total price of 9.2 billion baht.
1) Samrong Extension – Bang Na Section (or Bangkok Section) – Onnut to Soi Bearing (Sukhumvit 107 – the Boundary Pole) – 5.25 km with a price of 3.875
billion baht.
2) Samrong Extension – Samrong Section (or Samut Prakarn Section) Soi Bearing (Sukhumvit 117) – Soi Wat Trai Samakkhi (Sukhumvit 119) – about 100-200
meters before reaching Erawan Shrine – 3.65 km and a new depot and maintenance center to allow more space to store the next batch of rolling stock in the future
with a total price of 4.296 billion baht
3) Taksin Extension – from Saphan Taksin to Taksin Intersection. 2.2 km 1.036 billion baht
Rama III Extension is on the hold since it has less passengers than expected.
For the service, BTSC will be called first – If BTSC declines – the new bid to take over the Skytrain services will be held.
So far, the government has approved 600 million baht to handle the extensions. BMA has the responsibility to handle the extensions to be ready for service in
December 2006 for Samrong extension and December 2004 for the Taksin Extension. The Taksin extension is already using a modified structure – speeding up the
construction – and only the two stations will be built.
On the other hand, it is necessary to construct new pillars in the middle of Sukhumvit Road for Samrong extensions so it is necessary to remove all the infrastructure
from the construction area – need to construct the new one before removing the old one to prevent service interruption.
There will be 7 stations for the Samrong Extension:
1) Sukhumvit 97 (Soi Saeng Duen or Bangchak – near Sukhumvit 62 (the gate to the expressway)
2) Sukhumvit 101 (Soi Punnawithi) – should named be Thammamongkhol according to the well-known place near the station – can be moved to Sukhumvit 101/1 to
connect to the station with Food Lion and Piyarom Sport Club near Sukhumvit 101/1 – but the station should not be on the curve of Sukhumvit Road)
3) Sukhumvit 103 (Umdomsuk) – could be readjusted to become a new interchange if BTSC is keen enough to deal with Highway Dept. to construct an Airport
Extension to NBIA (according to a 1995 plan). However, such an idea has been stalled due to the high price tag–30 billion baht for a route to the southern part of the
airport–from Bang NA to NBIA-15 kilometers and another 6 kilometers from Bangna-Trat Highway (Km 15) (total 21 km). The price could become 40-50 billion
baht if BTSC decides to add another 8 kilometers to reach the underground Main Terminal of NBIA.
4) Department of Meteorology (or BITEC even though it is closer to Department of Meteorology since BITEC is much better known – needs to have a via duct to
link the station with BITEC)
5) Sukhumvit 107 (Soi Bearing – the Boundary Pole)
6) Sukhumvit 111 (Soi Porn Sawang Village – the first station in Samut Prakarn – with a connection to Imperial World Samrong, Samrong Plaza on one side and
Food Lion and Super Safe on the other side) – should be named Wat Dan Samrong (Sukhumvit 113) since it is much better known – or Samrong Nuea to cover the
area
7) Sukhumvit 115 (Soi Aphichard – not far from Poochao Samingprai Intersection, Carrefour, Chainiom Building, National-Panasonic ) – Terminal Station –
Samrong Tai) The rest from Sukhumvit 117 (Soi Phanuwongse) to Sukhumvit 119 (Soi Wat Trai Samakkhi) will be the tracks for future extension to Paknam.
The depot should on the vacant area next to Hitachi Transport System Co. Ltd.
Taksin extension will be 2 stations:
1) Charoen Nakhon – 500 meters from Charoen Nakhon Intersection
2) Krung Thonburi – 300-1300 meters from Charoen Nakhon Station
These two stations are not finalized yet.
BTSC will run the service as the way to extend the current services to get 100,000 more daily passengers. However, the discussion between BTSC and BMA about
the service will be held after choosing the winner of the construction of the extensions.
The TOR for the Skytrain extension already fixes the winners and bars other competitors who can offer better prices by making the following conditions:
1) Having worked on the interchanges, bridge, concrete elevated ways longer than 35 meters
2) Having been awarded single contracts valued at more than 750 million baht or 1.1 billion baht for multiple contracts.
3) Having finished the work within 10 years
4) Having worked on Skytrain or Subway in Thailand at a price not less than 500 million baht or 750 million baht within a 10 year period.
Such TOR will allow only the 5-6 contractors including double giants ITD and Ch. Karnchang, STECON, Kamphaengphet Vivat and Chainant.
If this collusion goes according to the plan, ITD (previous projects: BTSC Skytrain and MRTA Subway) and Ch. Karnchang (previous projects: Expressways and
MRTA Subway) will be clear winners and STECON could be a good contender due to having worked on the Phaseecharoen Elevated Way.
Note: If the Bangkok Ring Railway is to become a reality, the intermediate station between Poochao Saming Phrai Intersection and Thepharak Intersection must be
constructed to function as an interchange between the BTSC Skytrain and Bangkok Ring Railway.

Tale of two newspapers: Skytrain extensions – July 18, 2003
Once again, regular 2Bangkok.com readers will have read about it first. The Post today has a generalized article (or maybe ‘polite’ is a better word) that mentions
the Skytrain extensions bid and a ‘proposed detour’ for the route (Contractors invited to extend routes, Bangkok Post, July 18, 2003). The real story (that we first ran
on Wednesday) is that the controversial bid excludes all but two companies and the request for a detour is widely believed to be an attempt to protect vested interests
in the shoddy bus services in Samut Prakan (Only two companies allowed to bid on Skytrain extensions – translated and summarized from Thairath Daily, July 16,
2003).
Also: After days of printing articles on how the Laem Phak Bia Project (the 50km bridge over the Gulf of Thailand) would not hurt the environment and local people
loved it (which was not what most sources were reporting), the Post today printed an unusually cheeky editorial on the project (Thaksin foments a battle all his own,
Bangkok Post, July 18, 2003).

Calling a bid for Samrong and Taksin Skytrain extensions – translated and summarized from Dailynews, July 17 2003
BMA Traffic Bureau is going to invite contractors to submit a bid for the Samrong and Taksin extensions from July 18 to August 4, 2003. – The bidding process will
be held on August 4, at 11:05 AM.
There will be three sections:
1) Samrong Extension – Bangkok Side (Onnut – Bearing) 5.25 km
2) Samrong Extension – Paknam Side (Bearing – Samrong) 3.65 km plus depot near Thepharak Intersection
Total budget for Samrong section is 12.35732 billion baht – for the elevated tracks, 6-7 stations, rail systems, land allocation and infrastructure removal.

3) Taksin Extension – Saphan Taksin – Taksin Intersection 2.2 km – the budget will be 2.66140 billion baht – for the construction of 2 stations and the rail systems –
after Sinothai has modified the track to Phetkasem (so far it is 95% done). The Taksin extension will be ready for service on December 5, 2004.
For the case of the protest from the North Samrong Municipality, BMA Traffic Bureau Director said it is impossible to construct a detour to go along Sanphawut
Road and then along Old Paknam Railway Road since Paknam Railway Road and Sanphawut Road are too narrow! Also there would be a need to expropriate land
and make a new EIA. Furthermore, the track along Sanphawut and Olad Paknam Railway Road has too few passengers.
If North Samrong Municipal still opposes popular demand by not allowing BMA, the contractor can construct the Samrong extension along Sukhumvit Road and the
second section of Samrong extension (Bearing – Samrong) will not be constructed.
BMA also asks the government via Ministry of Interior to modify the terms from 100% private investment to 65% central and 35% local government – to be
submitted to the cabinet in early August.
BTSC declines to invest on the construction since the company got burnt by USD $1.2 billion in debts. The company will only focus on service. Samrong and
Taksin extension will increase daily passengers by 100,000 from the current 320,000 passengers per to 420,000 passengers a per day.
Even though the company has the right to raise the fee from the current 10 to 40 baht a trip to 10 to 50 baht a trip according to the contract, the company will initially
not raise the fee to the highest level to prevent a drain of passengers. After all the extensions are done around 2007, BTSC will discuss with BMA about raising the
fee to finance further extensions and pay off the debts.
Commentary: Even though the company has right to raise fees, they should also use the new routes as a way to deal with fees -> 10+3 baht/km is not a good deal at
all! It should be this way:
Circa 2007
Zone 1 – 10 baht Mochit – Senaruam (Future Station)
Zone 2 – 15 baht Mochit – Sanam Pao
Zone 3 – 20 baht Mochit – Phaythai
Zone 4 – 25 baht Mochit – Siam
Zone 5 – 30 baht Mochit – National Stadium, Mochit – Ploenchit, Mochit – Saladaeng
Zone 6 – 35 baht Mochit – Asok, Mochit – Sueksa Witthaya (Future Station)
Zone 7 – 40 baht Mochit – Thong Lor, Mochit – Saphan Taksin
Zone 8 – 45 baht Mochit – Phra Khanong, Mochit – Taksin Intersection
Zone 9 – 50 baht Mochit – Bangchak and Beyond, and Mochit – Tha Phra and Beyond
If this version is too much for the passengers (those who travel very long routes will suffer because they would end up subsidizing those who take very short route),
this version could be used:
Circa 2007
Zone 1 – 10 baht Mochit – Ari
Zone 2 – 15 baht Mochit – Phaythai
Zone 3 – 20 baht Mochit – National Stadium, Mochit – Chitlom, Mochit – Ratchadamri
Zone 4 – 25 baht Mochit – Asok, Mochit – Surasak
Zone 5 – 30 baht Mochit – Ekkamai, Mochit – Taksin Intersection
Zone 6 – 35 baht Mochit – Bangchak, Mochit – Thoedthai
Zone 7 – 40 baht Mochit – BITEC, Mochit – Phetkasem
Zone 8 – 45 baht Mochit – Samrong Tai
Zone 9 – (50 baht) will be reserved for the Paknam Extension, as well as Lam Look Extension and even Bangkok Ring Railway – if implemented. Using MRTA and
Skytrain will be counted as going to the New Zone thus paying 5 baht more.
BTW, the maximum fee for the Taipei Mass Transit System is NT$ 65 (about 78 baht)! However, they have issued NT$ 150 daily pass (180 baht) for convenience.

Notes on the Skytrain extensions – July 17, 2003
We had quite a bit of email asking about the article we ran yesterday: Only two companies allowed to bid on Skytrain extensions. Wisarut answers some of the
questions: ‘Local criticism’ to the Skytrain comes from local vested interests in Samut Prakarn who have concessions or other interests from the municipality to run
the "tin cans with wheels" (shoddy private buses with drivers under influence of speed pills). They ask BTSC and BMA to reroute the track from Sukhumvit 107 (Soi
Bearing – the Boundary Pole) to go along Sanphawut Road and then turn left to go along Old Paknam Railway Road until it reaches Samrong Tai as the way to
protect their own vested interests.
However such action by the North Samrong Municipality has drawn heavy criticism from local people who have suffered from shoddy services of private buses. Look
at the response to North Samrong Municipal here and ask Thai friends to translate the bad raps for you!
BTW: The first section of Samrong extension (Onnut – Bearing) will have to be constructed first due to strong demand from those who live in the Bang Na area and
it is all in BMA jurisdiction, so there will be no construction problems.
The second section (Bearing – Samrong Tai) can be constructed later on after those who live in Samut Prakarn have voted to kick certain members out of the
Paknam and North Samrong Municipal council.
For the case of Erawan Shrine, don’t worry, the Skytrain will give a due respect to the shire and find a way to deal with the Skytrain extension once it reaches
Sukhumvit 119 near Erawan Shrine.
Only two companies allowed to bid on Skytrain extensions – translated and summarized from Thairath Daily, July 16, 2003
The sewage drains at Klong Saen Saeb have drawn heavy criticism of collusion and bid fixing. The bid calling for Skytrain extensions has also draw heavy criticism
since the specifications only allow two construction giants (ITD and Ch. Karnchang) to participate in the deal.
1) ONLY companies registered as First Class Road Construction and First Class Building Construction for BMA
2) ONLY those who finished the elevated way as well as the bridges are allowed!
3) ONLY those who constructed the Skytrain and Subway would be eligible for Skytrain extensions!
4) Joint Ventures for those who want to qualify for the project will need to have the main company be 50% of the Joint Venture.
The Project will be as follows:
1) Onnut – Bearing – 5.25 km
2) Bearing – Samrong Tai plus the depot – 3.25 km (to prevent local criticism from vested interests claiming the project will ruin the environment despite the fact
that the surrounding area is filled with factories)
3) Taksin Bridge – Taksin Road – 2.2 km
The Mayor who opposed the project got a flaming responses from Paknam People that they felt the mayor was associated with vested interests who are trampling on
public opinion.

The Skytrain’s ours, city insists – The Nation, Jun 2, 2003
He was responding to comments by Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit, who said the government would cut BTS fares by half. Suriya indicated that the
central government might manage the project itself to get lower fares. Critics theorised that Thai Rak Thai might want to use the project as leverage to win support
in the election for Bangkok governor next year.

Skytrain: Over 400,000 passengers on Valentine’s Day – May 23, 2003
Wisarut reports: Skytrain passengers peaked at 403,521 a day on Valentine’s Day (February 14, 2003) probably due to couples dating and seeking "love nests" at
the hotels around Silom and Sukhumvit.
In comparison, the Putra and Star mass transit systems in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia has already merged into a single company with a monthly pass for the combined

system that costs 125 Ringgit. A monthly pass for either Star or Putra is 70 Ringgit. Average daily passengers for Putra is 160,000 passenger a day and the average
for Star is about 100,000 passengers a day. Putra is peaking at 180,000 passengers a day while Star is peaking at 125,000 passengers a a day.

News you won’t find in the English-language papers: HK New World plans to take over Thai mass transit – translated and summarized by Wisarut

Taksin extension: 70% done & ready for service on December 5, 2004 – translated and summarized by Wisarut, Dailynews, February 28, 2003
Taksin extension is 70% done. It will be ready to be opened on December 5, 2004. There will be bidding for contractor to deal with Samrong extension by the end of
2003. BMA is also going to call a new bid for the contractor to handle the construction of stations along Taksin extension. The structure for the extension would be
the same structure as the initial project to speed up implementation. Samrong extension is still calling a new bid. If BMA picks a winner, the contract would be
signed on September 2003–so as to implement the system–to be done and open for service by December 2006.
For the number of Skytrain passengers, it is now 93.5 million trip-persons for 2002, a 20% increase from 74 million trip-persons in 2001. The number of passenger
is increasing on weekdays and even more on holidays. There will be now be announcements if technical glitches delay trains. The BMA is also working hard to
catch illegal hawkers in the National Stadium Station and Victory Monument Station.

Skytrain extension plans moving ahead – translated and summarized from Thairath and Dailynews, February 25, 2003
Director Khamrobrak Suratsawadee (Director of BMA Traffic and Transportation Bureau) told the press that the central government has granted 7 billion baht to
cover 60% of the budget for both Skytrain extensions. However, the central government budget has a sring attached that BMA is obligated to construct Southern
Bangkok Transporation Center
(Taksin Center), and set up a joint ticketing system with the subway, expressway,
Mahachai Railway, and other modes of transporation. BMA is proposing a revision on the investment plan for Skytrain extensions.
BMA Traffic and Transportation Bureau is propositng to extend the northern route from Mochit to Saphan Mai (Ying Charoen flee market – 16 km) since the
extension to Ratchayothin is not adequate enough to cover very dense areas and to meet the local demand.
The Kaset intersection will have a new tunnel for cars from Ngam Wongwan to Nawamin Road as a temporary measure to deal with traffic congestion at Kaset
Intersection. Senanikhom Flyover must be torn down to make a way for the Skytrain extension. After opening the Northern extension, BMA might reassemble the
flyover. Further detais will come up during the meeting with Traffic Committtee in the next two weeks.
Commentary: If BMA is obligated to construct a Southern Bangkok Transportation Center, Taksin Extension must be extended to Bang Wah which will become an
interchange with the Subway so that the rolling stock of Subway and Skytrain can be used on both tracks. BMA needs to boost revenue from local taxes and issue
more municiple bonds to cover expenses on the Skytrain extensions and Southern Bangkok Transportation Center.
More Commentary: An extension to Saphan Mai is not a bad idea at all. However, BMA must be an underwriter for BTSC so that German creditors would be glad
to grant more loans to BTSC. Othewise, they could apply hostile takeover as the last measure for the prolonging debt problems.

Update on Skytrain extensions! – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thhurakij – Jan 27-29, 2003
BMA is hiring Utility Design Consultant Co. Ltd to work as a consultant to handle the preliminary design and drafting the bidding documents for two Skytrain
extensions.
1) Taksin Extension – 2.2km, 2 stations 1.1 billion baht
2) Samrong Extension – 8.9 km, 8 stations, 8.4 billion baht (only 6 will be actually implemented while leaving the other 2 as future stations).
From 9.5 billion baht budget -> 6.5 billion baht is from the central government and the other 3.0 billion baht is from BMA revenue. If everything goes according to
the plan, the contract signing will be in October 2003 so that the Taksin extension will be opened for
service in August 2004 and the Samrong extension will be constructed in December 2003 and open for service in August 2006.
BMA is planning to purchase 15-30 rai of land along Bang Na- Bang Pakong Highway (between BITEC and the Outer Ring Road) to set up a new Park and Ride
Facility as a part of new extension, with a budget of 500 million baht.
BMA officers are working on feasibility studies for other new extensions for the Skytrain:
Phase 2 – Paholyothin Extension -> Mochit – Kasetsart University – 4 km
Phase 3
A) Paknam Extension -> from Samrong Tai to Downtown Samut Prakarn (Paknam) – 7.9 km
B) Phaholyothin Extension -> Kasetsart University – Donmuang – 6.7 km
C) Pin Klao Extension -> National Stadium – Pin Klao Bridge – 4.6 km
Attempts to run the Skytrain on Rattanakosin island above ground without design considerations might clash with old buildings.]
D) Phase 4 – Phaholyothin Extension – Donmuang – Lam Lookka – 14 km
Extended route to Taksin road ready by mid-2004 – Bangkok Post, Janaury 21, 2003
The 2.2km extension of the skytrain route from Sathon to Taksin road is expected to be completed next year, while bidding for the Onnuch-Samrong route will start
soon. Jim Panthumkomol, head of the city’s traffic and transport department, said construction of the skytrain route linking Sathon with Taksin was 75% complete
and expected to be finished next year. Meanwhile, documents were being prepared for bidding for construction of the 8.9km extension from Onnuch station to
Samrong (Soi Sukhumvit 119). The contractor would be picked later this year. The route could be completed around mid-2006, Mr Jim said. Operating the line
depends on cabinet approval of new financing rules for the Skytrain.
BMA approves 9.5 billion baht for Skytrain extensions – Funding plans still waiting for cabinet approval – translated and summarized from Dailynews, January 2,
2003
The Samrong and Taksin Skytrain extensions will receive 9.5 billion baht for civil work from the BMA Budget Bureau. However, they will receive the first 1.5
billion baht in 2003 and the rest will follow in the next few years. BMA is waiting for cabinet approval to change the investment ratio to allow BMA investment on
Skytrain extension. If approved, BMA will call a new bid immediately.
BMA Traffic Bureau Director Jim Phanthummakomol said that BMA has been waiting since October, 2002 for cabinet approval on the change of investment from
100% private investment to a public-private investment (the central government 65% and BMA 35%) for the Taksin and Samrong Skytrain extensions. For the
Ratchayothin extension, BMA will submit a plan later.
If the cabinet approves the investment plan, BMA will call a new bid for civil works on both extensions immediately. At the same time, BMA will call private firms
to bid on rail, signals, and rolling stock. The BMA Budget Bureau has approved 9.5 billion baht for investment on civil work for both extensions–1.5 billion baht in
budget year 2003–750 million from central government and the rest from BMA.
For bidding, BMA has to wait from the cabinet to set up a committee to deal with the bid since the investment conditions have changed. If BTSC is chosen to run the
extension using old cars and investing partially on signal and systems, BTSC will must pay BMA more dividend since the BMA and central government have
enabled the company to gain more passengers by investing on the civil works . By the end of 2003, the cabinet should approve the new investment plan and thus
BMA will be able to call a new bid on civil work.

Master Plan News – November-December 2003
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MASTER PLAN NEWS 2003 November-December
This section contains news of the Master Plan, overall Bangkok development, the Bangkok Governor’s development plans, and articles about interconnecting mass
transit projects.
Mass Transit News main page
Suriya pushing cabinet to invest 518 billion baht on mass transit – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Manager Daily, February 18, 2004 &
Bangkok Biznews, February 18, 2004
Suriya is inviting the cabinet to ride subway on February 23 at Chatuchak Station and concluding the plan to invest 518.448 billion baht to make North-South, EastWest connections within Bangkok and vincinity at the same time. On the other hand, Suyriya decided to scrap the Yellow Line out since he was under heavy attack
since there were very few passengers for the line (See: The Yellow Line–conceived and aborted within two hours after the press notes it goes by property holdings of
ministers, Than Setthakij, Volume 24, No. 1879, February 15-18, 2004). Furthermore, he has asked the Traffic Policy Office to negotiate with BTSC and BMCL
about the plan to buy back the company with a budget of 75 billion baht. The negitiation will be settled by 2006.
Minister Suriya told the press that he is going to invite the cabinet to ride subway at 9am on February 23. After that, Premier Thaksin will consider the plan for the 6year mass transit system network (2004-2009) around Bangkok and vicinity.
The networks will consist of 7 lines with a total price tag of 518.448 billion baht with total distance of 248 km -> 47 km subway, at grade 53 km and 147 km
elevated way. The additional price is due to the budget for purchasing BMCL and BTSC–25 billion baht for BMCL and 50 billion baht for BTSC.
Funds for the 7 lines are 443.448 billion baht–297.300 billion baht for construction, 146.148 billion baht for systems and services, and 75 billion baht for
nationalization.
The funding plan will come from the Ministry of Finance. It will be in the form of a 30-year Wayuphak mutual fund with annual payment of 4% guaranteed to
investors and annual payment could go up to 6.71%. After 30 years, the principle of 579.286 billion baht will be paid until there is only 14.496 billion baht
outstanding. The government will take charge on the annual interest payment of 20.325 billion baht –total 444.087 billion baht–with an annual interest payment of
14.8 billion baht.
The details of the 7 lines to connent 4 cardinal directions (N-E-W-S) with total distance of 248 km are:
SRT Section: Total Investment – 125.958 billion baht
Construction – 69.404 billion baht and systems and services – 56.554 billion baht
1) North-South Commuter Red Line (Rangsit – Mahachai) 65 km -> at grade 31 km, elevated 34 km. The elevated section is from Rangsit to Wongwian Yai and
the section at grade will be the Mahachai Line The construction would start on February 2005 and be ready for service in June 2009. The estimated number of
passengers is 787,000 passengers/day.
2) East-West Pink Airport Link (Taling Chan – NBIA) 50 km -> 1km underground section for Chitladda Palace Section, 23 km at grade for the section from Hua
Mark to Lad Krabang, Yommaraj – Phyathai and Talingchan to Bang Son – 26 elevated sections for the Eastern line. The construction will start in February 2005
and will be ready for service on October 2008. The estimated number of passengers is 559,000 passengers/day. BMA Section: Total Investment 83.743 billion baht.
Construction 54.661 baht and System & Services 29.082 billion baht.
3) Dark Green Line (12-km Saphan Mai – Mochit, 6.7-km Saphan Taksin – Bang Wah) 18.8 km – all elevated. Construction will start in May 2004 and ready for
service in November 2008. The estimated number of passengers is 677,000 passengers/day.
4) Light Green Line (6.8-km Phran Nok – National Stadium, 16.8-km Onnut – Samut Prakarn) 23.6 km – 6 km underground for Rattanakosin Island section and
17.6 km elevated for Onnut – Samrong section and Phrannok Section construction will start start in April 2004 and be ready for service in April 2010. The estimated
number of passengers is 649,000 passengers/day. MRTA Section: Total Investment 233.748 billion baht. Construction 173.236 billion baht and systems & serivce
60.512 billion baht.
5) Blue Ring (13.8-km Bangsue – Bang Pho – Charansitwongse – Tha Phra, 13.1-km Hua Lamphong – Tha Phra – Bang Khae) – 26.9 km – 4.8 km underground for
Rattnakosin Island, 22.1 km elevated along
Charansanitwongse Road and Phekasem Road. Construction will start in May 2005 and be ready for service in December 2009. Construction cost 65.895 billion
baht. The estimated number of passengers is 992,000 passengers/day.
6) Purple Line (Bang Yai – Rat Boorana) 40 km – 14.5 km underground from Kiakkai to Mahaisawan 25.5 km elevated for the rest. Construction will start in May
2005 and be ready for service in February 2010. The estimated number of passengers is 461,000 passengers/day. Construction cost 94.585 billion baht.
7) Orange Line (Bang Bumru – Bang kapi) – 24 km – 21 km underground (Lum Salee – Sang Hee) and 3 km elevated way (Bang Kapi – Lum Salee, Sung Hee –
Bang Bumru). Construction will start in May 2005 and ready for service in February 2010. The estimated number of passengers is 316,000 passengers/day.
Construction cost 73.268 billion baht.
The seven lines will have 17.92% economic benefit in 30 years and cut down the loss due to energy bills and environmental harm by 4.9 trillion baht. The Yellow
Line will be suspended for a while.
Speeding up nationalization for Skytrain and subway–private sector refuses to sell at par – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Prachachart
Thurakij, February 12, 2004
N-Park and Ch. Karnchang refuse to sell BMCL stock to MRTA at par and push the IPO (with consultants from Financial Security and Phatthara Security) ahead
even though Suriya is forcing Praphat and Pliew to conclude the deal. The deal is causing lots of headaches since the government is supposed to privatize, not
nationalize the state enterprises.
N-Park and Ch. Karnchang said if the government really wants to nationalize the project, they have to pay at premium which includes the 25 year benefit. This
pushes the stock upward from 100 baht/share to 600 baht/share–not just 200 baht/share. Now, foreign investors with suitcases of cash in hard currency are waiting to
purchase BMCL stocks at any time and the major shareholders agree to sell some stocks to foreign investors at premium.
The Traffic Policy Office said the deal will be concluded in 6 months to integrate both systems, but not at 600 baht/share since it is too much for the government
since they would need at least 51 billion baht to buy back–and if all the additional costs are included, 200 billion baht which is definitely too much.
There are three options for the deal:
1) tuning assets into equity
2) stock purchasing to raise the government stake to be the major shareholders (51%) while leaving the other 49% to the private sector
3) deal collapses
The Traffic Policy Office said they refuse to buy BTSC unless BTSC and creditors lower the price which has to include debts. The government will wait until BTSC
can separate the business out of the restructured debts to start the deal.
The BTSC debt restructuring is nearly done to be ready to sign the restructure deal in four months before offering an IPO. However the long-delayed extensions will
diminish the price of BTSC shares even though the number of passengers is steadily climbing to over 300,000 a day. Speeding up the approval to allow BMA to
invest in the project and push the stock price upward.
Commentary by Wisarut: If the government wants to purchase both BMCL and BTSC, 51% major shareholding is fine since it allows the private sector to join in
the new company and it costs the government less.
Earlier: Ch. Karnchang pushing the price for selling BMCL upward – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thai Post, February 4, 2004
Three temples and two schools within proposed expropriation area – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thairath, February 14, 2004 and
Matichon, February 14, 2004
During a seminar on Sri Rat-Dao Khanong Expressway at Maenam Riverside on February 13, there were 800 representatives of local villagers who attended the
seminar with protest signs. Representatives from Epsilon Co. Ltd. (one of the expressway consultants) explained there are three proposed routes for Sri Rat -Dao

Khanong expressway
1) from Chancharoneras Road (North-South Road) to Rama 3 T-Intersection and then going across Chao Phraya to Dao Khanong. This line would go along
Chancharoneras Road with no need for land expropriation.
2) Chan Road and Charoengrat Road and then deviating from the first route to go across the Chaophraya to Dao Khanong. This one has a shorter route and the
bridge will be shorter due to narrower river width.
3) Chan Road and Charoengrat Road and then going across Chao Phraya to connect with the first stage Expressway at Suksawat.
However, there will be another seminar on April 25 to decide which route is the best route with the least the detrimental impact.
The head of Univillar Village said the second route will need the land expropriation and the Expressway Authority refuses to reveal the information about the second
route at all–even though they did gave information about the first and third route.
A member of Bangkok City Council of Bang Kholaem District said he and representatives from villages around Rama 3 area will ask the Expressway Authority and
Traffic Policy Office to scrap the second route since that route would please the Montien Riverside Hotel owners along Chaophraya River at the expense of villagers.
There are three temples which the second option strikes through–Wat Chan Nai, Wat Chan Nok, Wat Inbunjoing, and the other two schools around that area.
Commentary by Wisarut: The Expressway Authority seems not to have learned from the Ban Krua saga at all…
The Yellow Line–conceived and aborted within two hours after the press notes it goes by property holdings of ministers – translated and summarized by Wisarut
Bholsithi from Than Setthakij, Volume 24, No. 1879, February 15-18, 2004
The Yellow Line (Bang Kapi – Sri Nakharin Samrong) with a price tag of 32.2 billion baht is very abnormal since it passes through the front gate of Minister
Suriya’s palace, Minister Wathana’s palace, as well as Suriya’s factories. The government pushed this line to be studied in the 1st stage, even though many experts
said this line is not as financially viable as the other seven lines.
The Yellow line starts at Bang Kapi Intersection and intersects with the Orange line at Lam Salee Intersection and then goes along Sri Nakharin up to Sri Thepha
Intersection. After that, the line goes along Thapharak road to end up at Samrong Station of BTSC. Total distance will be 22 km with a price tag of more than 32.2
billion baht.
The experts and MRTA Governor said this Yellow line is not as viable as the other seven lines since this route runs only in the Eastern-Southern suburbs. Even
though there is traffic congestion at Sri Nakharin, it is happening only in the morning and evening. The estimated number of passengers for this line is thus about
80,000 a day. If there are very few passengers in the afternoon, it will not be worthy to invest at all. This line also not in the 6-year masterplan.
This line also passes the suburb villages where Minister Suriya’s family lives (Number 30, and 78, Sin Kao Village) and the village where Minister Watthana Muang
Suk’s family lives. Even the plan to shorten the Orange Line and modify the terminal to end up at Bang Bumru Railway Station has political implications–to please
Premier Thaksin and former Premier Banharn.
Minister Suriya also asked the Traffic Policy Office on February 12, 2004 to study the Yellow Line to relieve the traffic jam at Sri Nakharin Road and increase more
passengers for the mass transit system. Lum Salee Station of Orange Line, Huamark Station of Airport Link, and Samrong Station of Dark Green line must become
interchange stations to boost passengers. Traffic Policy Office will hire students to make a survey on the demands for this Yellow Line at the intersections along the
route.
The Yellow Line would use a 3-car combination instead of 6-8 cars to cut down expense. 6-10 car combination will be used only when demand picks up. Even
though this line is not for the shorterm financial and economic gain, it is worthy to be under consideration for the long term.
Correspondents from Than Setthakij were asking the MOTC secretariat about Yellow line issue at 2 PM on February 13, 2004. They got the response from the
secretary at 4 PM that "Minister Suriya has cancelled the study on the Yellow Line – ask Traffic Policy Office for the details!"
Minister Suriya also confirmed this cancellation by making a direct call to the editor of Than Setthakij at 5 PM. Minister Suriya said this Yellow Line has estimated
passengers of not more than 80,000 passengers a day. This line also has nothing to do with his house at Sin Kao village, Sri Nakharin Road.
Feeder busses for communities without mass transit–car exclusion zones planned for the future – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Matichon,
February 10, 2004
Mr Khumroblux Suratsawadee from the Traffic Policy Office told the correspondent after the discussion that the area around Ratchadaphisek Ring Road (113 Sq.
km) will have the mass transit systems while the area beyond the Ring Road which are not closed to the upcoming mass transit systems will have air-conditioned
feeder buses to cover the systems. The ticket rate for mass transit line will be 10 + 1.8-2 baht/km -> up to 30 baht.
All the nonairconditioned will be replaced by the air-conditioned versions with a price tag of 4-5 baht for each trip. The EURO2 Air-conditioned buses will be the
main feeders.
There will be 11 communities around Bangkok to be the new centers according to the studies from AIT: Bang Sai (Ayutthaya), Bang Pa In (Ayutthaya), Thayaburi
(Eastern Pathum Thani – including Rangsit), Lum Lookka (Eastern Pathum Thani), Lad Lumkaeo (Western Pathum Thani), Minburi (Bangkok), Lad Krabang
(Bangkok), Bang Plee (Samut Prakarn), Bang Khun Thian (Thonburi), Talingchan (Thonburi), and Bang Buathong (Western Nonthaburi). All of them will not be
covered by the mass transit systems–thus feeder buses are a must to connect with the lines.
After all the mass transit systems are done, the area around the Ring Road will become a traffic restriction area. Private car owners must pay heavy tolls, have
expensive special licenses, have special parking licenses to enter into the area in the same way as Tokyo Municipal and Singapore have.
Commentary by Wisarut: Hope that this plan will work to fund the stillborn mass transit fund which has not been started yet due to conflicts about the taxing
scheme and the bonds to finance the fund.
The feeder buses for KL Putra-Star system are not well regarded due to an irregular schedule and poor treatment of passengers. Hope that the feeder buses will not
repeat the same bad example–even though the feeder buses from the private sector are the most likely candidates for this kind of nuisance.
Air-conditioned buses in suburbs (such as in Rangsit and Nonthaburi) have various qualities–some are quite good and comfortable since they use the same airconditioned buses that are used in the city, but others–especially ones with connections to political figures, the military mafia, or powerful families–are ones that
cause despair to the passengers.
Connection between Subway-Skytrain and SRT railway & 482 billion baht nationwide double tracking – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi
from Matichon, February 7, 2004
The Traffic Policy Office and SRT Board of Directors are discussing the plan for constructing interchanges between the SRT commuter network and the SkytrainSubway system which will have the eight lines in the future. The Traffic Policy Office will deliver this plan to Premier Thaksin next week. SRT Director said SRT is
going to expand the terminals as well as the interchange stations to facilitate passenger transfers and propose the 2nd phase nationwide double tracking starting in
2005 with a total budget of 482 billion baht.
Furthermore, SRT has been asked by the Traffic Policy Office to come up with a commuter network which uses Standard Gauge (1.4351 m) rails from the current
meter gauge rails so as to allow EMU and electric locomotives with a maximum speed of 160 km/hr or more to be used. SRT will have to come up with an
investment plan with details to be submitted to the cabinet.
SRT director said if SRT is to replace the meter gauge with standard gauge for commuter networks, it will require SRT to make massive nationwide regauging and
the construction of new giant terminals such as Rangsit, Bangsue, and Makkasan to enable SRT to connect with the Skytrain-Subway network. SRT hopes that the
budget is still within the nationwide double tracking budget of 400 billion baht.
For the case of the 2nd phase nationwide double tracking to be started in 2005, it will have the total budget of 482.782 billion baht which can be categorized as
follows:
1) Northern Line -> Lopburi – Chiang Mai 700 km -> 116.900 billion baht
2) Southern Line -> Nakhon Pathom – Padang Besar -> 990 km – 165.330 billion baht
3) Northeastern lines
3.1) Kaeng Khoi – Bua Yai – Nong Khai – 609 km – 88.510 billion baht

3.2) Map Krabao – Nakhon Ratchasima – Ubon Ratchathanee – 441 km – 51.937 billion baht
4) Eastern lines
4.1) Chacheongsao – Aranyaprathet – 194 km – 42.585 billion baht
4.2) Laem Chabang – Kaeng Khoi – 189 km – 17.520 billion baht
Commentary by Wisarut: Replacing the commuter network with standard gauge may or may not work. Probably, the best deal is to do the nationwide double
tracking first and then add the commuter lines in standard gauge. Probably SRT should set up subsidiaries to handle the commuter networks as well as the double
tracking and expansion.
The steel rails for standard gauge should be 60 kg/m (120 lb/yard) type while the meter gauge rails should be 50 kg/m (100 LB/yard). The leftover rails and wooden
sleepers could be sold or donated Lao Railway Authority and Chemin de Fur Cambodge (Cambodian Railway Authority) so they can expand their rail system. The
crumbling wooden sleepers could be sold to power steam locomotives in Cambodia as fuel wood as well since they are running out of wood to fuel the locomotives.
Double tracking to Padang Besar is a good idea indeed even though KTMB (Malaysian Railway Authority) seems to put the electrification and double tracking on
the hold after reaching Ipoh instead of going on to Padang Besar. However, the government should also increase traffic to Sugai Kolok or even the reintroduction of
the international line to Tumpat even though the government has to take a risk from terrorist attacks. This transport link would help to cement the nation and boost
the economy to prevent young Muslims wanting to join terrorists.
We should ask foreign investors to set up local assembly plants for diesel and electric locomotives as well as DMUs and EMUs to meet surging demand for them.
SRT has to keep good old GE locomotives functioning 20 more years by replacing the new diesel-electric engines even though they are supposed to retire from their
jobs after 40 years in service.
If SRT is going to turn commuter lines into standard gauge electrified railways, the line from Nong Pladuk to Lopburi must be revived from the current terminal at
Suphanburi. SRT has cut the traffic to a single commuter trip from Bangkok to Suphanburi (using THN DMU) from 3 daily trip from Bangkok to Suphan Buri
(which uses Daewoo DMUs). This link will allow SRT to add the standard gauge commuter lines without interruption.
Even without gauge conversion, SRT has to construct giant terminals at Rangsit, Bangsue, Makkasan, Bangkok Noy station (now Thonburi Station) and so on… as
well Interchange stations at Hua Mark, Bangsue, Yommaraj, Wongwian Yai, Phyathai, Mahachai, Talingchan and Bang Bamru.
Ch. Karnchang pushing the price for selling BMCL upward – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thai Post, February 4, 2004
Transport Minister Suriya has included the 8th line with a price tag of 30 billion baht into the new 400 billion baht plan. The Traffic Policy Office is threatening
BMCL to sell the stocks at par after Ch. Karnchang quoting the price 100% higher than the par price.
Mr Khamroblux Suratsawadee told the press that Minister SUriya is asking the Traffic Policy Office to make a study on the 8th line in addition to the first seven
lines and put it into the six year project. The 8th line will become the elevated Yellow line and go from Samrong to Bang Kapi via Sri Nakharin Road with a total
distance of 22 km with total price tag of 32.2 billion baht. Either BTSC or the new company will handle the line–after the government has nationalized the project to
become a single operator.
The details for all 8 lines:
Line
Light Green Line
Dark Green Line

From
Samyaek Faichai
Saphanmai Phetkasem

To
Samut Prakarn
Phaholyotin

via
Rattnakosin Island, Sukhumvit
Taksin – Phetkasem Road

Distance
24 km
19 km

Budget
46.3 billion baht
28.1 billion baht

Blue Ring
Purple Line

Bangsue
Bang Yai Ratboorana

Tha Phra
Samsen Road

Charansanitwongse – Grand Palace
Memorial Bridge

27 km
40 km

46.2 billion baht
74.9 billion baht

Orange Line
Red Line Commuter

Bang Kapi
Rangsit

Bang Bumru
Mahachai

Ram Khamhaeng, Ratwithee Road
Hualamphong, Wongwian Yai

24 km
65 km

62.5 billion baht
59.7 billion baht

Pink Airport Link
Yellow Line

Talingchan
Samrong

NBIA
Bang Kapi

Bangsue, Makkasan
Sri Nakharin, Lum Salee

50 km
22 km

46.3 billion baht
32.2 billion baht

Total

271 km

396.200 billion baht

The purchase of BMCL Stock will have to be postponed for six months to allow BMCL to finalize the price even though the Traffic Policy Office is asking BMCL
to sell at par and a little premium, not par plus premium as BMCL asked. If BMCL refuses to cooperate with the government, the government will have to construct
parallel lines to fit into the government plan.
BMCL has responded if the government wants to nationalize BMCL, the government has to purchase at the market price -> 200 baht/share against the par price of
100 baht/share. Furthermore, BMCL would decide to cut the par price from 100 baht to 1 baht while increasing the number of stocks 100 times as the way to get into
the stock market.
Commentary by Wisarut: It looks like it will not be easy to buy the stock from BMCL.
The Yellow Sri Nakharin Line (Bangkapi – Samrong) is a response to the request from those who live along Sri Nakharin road who are missing from the plan. This
is also the first section of Governor Samak’s Ring line to be implemented due to surging demand along that route. BTSC is the likely candidate since the line will
terminate at Samrong. Hope that this line will be actually implemented -> with viaduct connecting Carrefour, Tesco Lotus, The Mall Bang Kapi, Seacon Square, Seri
Center, Central City Bangna, and Hua Mark Railway Station. Therefore, Krungthep Thanakhom should submit the Sri Nakarin section of the Bangkok Ring Railway
to the Traffic Policy Office so as to speed up implementation.
Political motivations and obstacles behind the mass transit sell-out – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Prachachart Thurakij, February 2-4,
2004
After Suriya asked BMCL to sell the concession back to MRTA as the way to merge with BTSC, it created lots of discussion and arguments since nobody expected
that the government is going to buy the concession back just a few years after approving the concession. Thus the plan may drag on. Mr Suriya said he wants a
single operator as in other countries. Furthermore, Mr Suriya has said MRTA must conclude the deal with Ch. Karnchang by the early February 2004.
There must be political motivation behind such a change due to the upcoming BMA Governor Election around August 2004. Furthermore, the Juengrungrueangkit
family may plan to hoard BMCL and BTSC shares. Suriya can use the government as a shell to accomplish his own plan since his family is wealthy enough to do so.
Many people still doubt on the claim that Mr Suriya has negotiated with BMCL already.
MRTA say the new company will be own by government 51 % while the rest will be owned by BMCL and BTSC as well as former creditors. So far BMCL has
invested 18 billion baht of which 11 billion baht is debt while MRTA still has to deal with 50 billion baht of principle which resulted in 80 billion baht in debt with
interest included. However, 80 billion baht debt owed by MRTA is public debt.
The new company will have state enterprise status even after offering an IPO. This may create speculators to hoard the shares of the new holding company.
However, Natural Park PCL (the new major shareholder of BMCL) said they refuse to sell the company back to the government and the shares held by Ch.
Karnchang PCL is collateral for the loan. Therefore, the creditors will not sell the shares to the government either. The selling of BMCL shares held by Ch.
Karnchang PLC require the approval from the Ch. Karnchang Board of Directors. Otherwise, Mr. Pliew would be sued by his own board of directors.
BMCL has registered capital of 6.8 billion baht -> 30% owned by Natural Park PCL, Ch. Karnchang PCL 33%, Bangkok Expressway PCL 15%, KTB 10%, TMB
5%, and SCIB 2.5%. Therefore, Mr. Pliew cannot make a decision to sell the stock back to the government without approval from the shareholders.
Furthermore, the estimated future price for the subway is about 200 billion baht–the price BMCL expected to get paid from the government coffers. It is very
doubtful if the government has to pay such an enormous sum to purchase the project back. The nationalization of the project also creates a crisis of confidence with
foreign investors who might invest in this project.
BTSC said they have no objection to the government buying the project but it has to be at a very fair rate–100 baht/share. So far, there is no response from the
MOTC whether they are going to buy the Skytrain or not. The debt restructure of 32.4 billion baht is done with a loan deal to be signed in the next four months and
an IPO to follow. However the debt restructure has cut down the price of the stock from 10 baht/share to 5 baht/share.
The plan to nationalize both systems has cast worries as to whether it will create more problems or it is the plan for politicians to hoard shares for themselves.
Pliew and Khiree preparing to sell the Skytrain-Subway – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Than Setthakij, February 1-4, 2004
Mr. Pliew (BMCL) and Mr. Khiree (BTSC) are implying that they may sell the shares of both companies to the government. However, BMCL shares must be at least

150 baht/share–and the government has to prepare at least 18 billion baht to buy BMCL. Suriya’s plan to buy BMCL at 100 baht/share is aborted since the contract
said the government can purchase at this price within 12 months after signing the contract. Therefore, the government has to purchase BMCL stocks at par (150
baht/share) or the market price.
The new holding company would consist of
70-80% Government
20-30% BMCL + BTSC
After merging with the holding company, all the officers and workers of both companies have to be transferred to the holding company. MRTA would be the single
operator of the system. The new smart cards for the integrated system would be introduced. The new holding company will offer an IPO (for the 20-30% section of
BMCL+BTSC). The plan for merging will be submitted to the cabinet on February 15.
The creditors of BTSC agree to trim debt and extend the debt payment from 38 billion baht (6 billion baht as interest) by transforming 16 billion baht into equity and
write off 8 billion baht of interest and principle. Therefore, the BTSC debt is now 14 billion baht (36% of the balance sheet). The debt payment is also extended from
12 months to 18 months.
BTSC is now owned by
Thanayong PCL – 28.21%
CTF Resources Limited – 17.27%
Credit Suisse First Boston (Hongkong) Ltd. – 12.67%
ITD Legal Entities Co.Ltd. (Italian Thai Development PCL’s Subsidiary) –
10.46%
CitiBank Nominees Singapore PTE Ltd. – 3.82%

The creditors of BTSC are
KfW – 60%
Siam Commercial Bank PCL – 30%
IFC (World Bank) – 10%
The share ratio between BMCL and creditor: 50:50

Mr. Kasem Jatikawanit (from BTSC) said the company agrees with the government policy for the plan to merge both systems. However, the government has to tell
the companies in advance to be fair with the shareholders, the private concession holders, and the people. Furthermore, the government has to deal with workers and
officers from both companies without laying off them. If the government really wants to buy the company, they should be prepared to pay at premium–at least at par
+ 15 baht/share.
For the case of BMCL, Mr Pliew said BMCL will sell the stock to the government at the price of 150 baht/share so long that it for the benefit of the people, not for
the benefit of vested interests.
BMCL has 68 million shares -> 6.8 billion baht. If the government wants to buy BMCL, they should have 10.2 billion baht in cash ready to pay at 150 baht/share.
Furthermore, BMCL has invested 18.3 billion baht. 6.8 billion for capital and 11.5 billion for syndicate loan from four local banks:
KTB PCL – 4.2 billion baht
TMB PCL – 3.2 billion baht
BAY PCL – 2.5 billion baht
SCIB PCL – 1.0 billion baht
Therefore, the price to pay for BMCL should be about 22 billion baht not just 18 billion baht.
Now, it is government’s problem to set the price. Minister Suriya may not know that the period to buy 25% of BMCL share at par (100 baht/share) has expired. The
government should buy the stock before BMCL and BTSC offer an IPO on the stock market. Otherwise, the cost to pay both companies will be increased.
Meddling in mass transit plans – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Than Setthakij, January 29-31, 2004
Suriya has asked Traffic Policy office to implement the following seven lines to please his own vested interests as well as to deal with traffic jams.
Total Budget for Mass Transit System Implementation: 379.560 billion baht
1) Commuter + Airport Link 115 km (2 lines) 115 km
2) Mass Transit System – 136 km (5 lines) Blue Ring (Bangsue – Bang Pho – Bang Oh – Charansanitwongse – Pinklao – Tha Phra, and Hua Lamphong – Wang
Boorapha – Tha Phra (without extending to Bang Khae) 20 km more from existing 20 km -> 36.07 billion baht
2) Light Green (Samyaek Faichai – Sanam Laung – National Stadium Siam – Onnut – Samrong – Samut Prakarn) 24 km more from current section of 11 km ->
46.3261 billion baht
3) Dark Green (Donmuang – Kaset – Mochit – Victory Monument – Siam – Saladaeng – Saphan Taksin – Talad Ploo – Bang Wah – Phaseecharoen – Bang Khae)
24 km more -> from the current 12.5 km -> 37.45 billion baht
4) Purple Line (Bang Yai – Phra Nanklao – Wong Sawang – Bangpho – Sam Sen – Thewet –
Bang Lamphoo – Phan Fah – Wongwian Yai – Taksin – Mahai Sawan – Rat Boorana) 40 km – 80.930 billion baht
5) Orange Line (Bang Kapi – Ram Khamhaeng – MRTA – Thai Cultural center – Victory Monument – Sang Hee – Krungthon – Bang Bamru) 23 km -> 63.65
billion baht
6) Red Line Line (Rangsit – Bangsue – Yommaraj – Hua Lamphong – Wongwian Yai – Mahachai) 60 km -> 65.070 billion baht
7) Pink Airport Link (Talingchan – Bang Sue – Yommaraj – Phayathai – Makkasan – NBIA) 50 km -> 50.07 billion baht (Note: Commuter line 6 and 7 will share
the tracks)
To implement this plan BMCL and BTSC must be forced to merge into a new company.
Even though the price to take over BMCL would be 18 billion baht MOTC is reluctant to take over BTSC unless BTSC has cut the debt down into the level that
pleases the creditors which allow BTSC to be taken over at bargain prices. However, MOTC will have to negotiate with creditors and the major shareholders since
nationalizing the system could breed corruption in the eyes of private sectors.
Commentary by Wisarut: Minister Suriya deliberately meddles into the original plan which allows convenient interchanges to be constructed and wants NorthSouth East-West direction regardless of actual traffic flow which is very shameful. Even the Ring line has been shortened from stretching into full Ring to please
Premier Thaksin who lives in Northern Thonburi while depriving those who live in the southern part of Rawtchadaphisek Inner Ring Road (from Tha Phra to
Mahaisawan as well as Rama III Section from Mahai Sawan to Queen Sirikit via Rama III Road). Forcing a retool of the route shows his ill intention to wreck havoc
on the mass transit systems. Suriya should never do something like that since it could drag down the project.
It might be the plan for Suriya and Co. (Sudarat included) to introduce the Busway in the middle of the road in the same way as Jakata (Indonesia) and Hidalgo
(Columbia). However, this busway in the middle of the road will not work unless BMTA has rejigged existing buses to allow the gates on the right hand side. The
early failure of such buses should be a reminder of the problems with this system. Those who live around Lad Phrao Area and Narathiwat Ratchanakharin Road have
already had a very bitter experience from this kind of experiment. If Premier Thaksin, Minister Suriya, Khun Sudarat and those in MOTC insist to put Bangkokians
under this experiment, they will face very grave consequence during the election.
The Mall Group has a strong connection with the Democrats, thus it may be the plan to starve the financial source of the opposite in the same way MOTC meddled
in CH. Karnchang, the Loxley Group, and Kasikornthai Bank PCL.
Political heavy hands by TRT could ruin the election prospect for both the BMA Governor as well as the upcoming General Election in Bangkok area since most
Thai people would vote for those are victims of the plan, even though most Thais would neither forgive not forget the Democrats who have sold out the nation to
foreigners. The delays of Skytrain and subway extensions could also generate more angry voters… even though the Southern insurgency, the Thai-Malaysian
Pipeline, the Laem Phak Bia controversies, and Bird Flu scandal would be the major forces that might put TRT into a dangerous position.
Electrified railway from Chiang Mai to Mae Hong Son – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Manager Online, January 18, 2004
Mae Hong Son Tourist Business Association is asking for a new electrified railway from Chiang Mai to Mae Hong Son (the former Siamese version of Siberia) since
flights and buses to Mae Hong Son have been stretched to the limit due to booming tourism. A railway is the only answer available and needs one billion baht of
investment. If the government declines to invest, the provincial hall will ask Japanese investors to handle the project.
The flight from Mae Hong Son to Chiang Mai is 870 baht… very expensive. Thus the railways are the only option to support the boom. The road from Chiang Mai
to Pai to Mae Hong Son is 289 km–a 5-6 hour trip and the direct rote from Chiang Mai to Mae Hong Son via Mae Sariang would take about 7-8 hours.
The proposed railway route route from Chiang Mai to Mae Hong Son is 147 km–a significant shortcut. The plan also taken the forest into account so the
construction will be done by making pillars on the hill without digging tunnels or blasting the mountains. The budget for this system would be 1 billion baht.
If the government (SRT) declines to invest, Japanese investors are interested since lots of Japanese have come to Mae Hong Son since Mae Hong Son had been on
the path of Imperial Japanese Army to invade Burma – and there are some IJA officers who stayed in Mae Hong Son for the rest of their lives after WWII.
Commentary by Wisarut: If Premier Thaksin is serious about this proposal, he should also ask SRT to set up the new Northern Railway network and a subsidiary
of SRT to meet local demand including the following routes:

1) Denchai – Chairai – Chiang Saen via Phrae and Phayao
2) Double tracking from Denchai to Chiang Mai with electrification, 2nd Khun Tan tunnel, and signal modernization
3) Chiang Mai – Mae Hong Son shortcut
This may need a joint venture with foreign investors (especially from Japan-Germany-France even mainland China) to accomplish the task.
Same thing can be done to the Southern Railway – set up a Subsidiary to handle Southern Railway Networks. If SRT would like to have railway network expansion
in the same way as the railways in Japan do, subsidiaries are necessary and it may need to keep the state enterprise status to keep the unions at bay.
The opinion about the railway line from Chiang Mai to Mae Hong Son gets lots of support. Only those with vested interests will go against the system. To read some
Thai-language comments, check here and here.
400 billion baht mass transit plan to be approved by mid-February–without any foreign loans – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Prachachart
Thurakij, January 15, 2004
Suriya is pushing forward the 400 billion baht Mass Transit System to be approved by the cabinet in February 2004. The construction form will be changed to get
speedy approval. MOTC expects to get construction started in 2005.
The initial capital for the project will be 10 billion baht from the mid-year budget to hire consultants for detail designs and land expropriation. The government will
finance the project from the structure and energy funds–without foreign loans.
MOTC asks the Traffic Policy Office, SRT, MRTA to have a discussion and report about the readjusted plans in detail–about the line, the starting points, investment
form, benefits, procurement, and benefit. The MOTC is waiting for BMA for a new and readjusted Skytrain expansion plan. After receiving the plan, they will
submit it to the Traffic Committee. If everybody agrees with the plan, the construction could start immediately.
For investment plan, it will come from infrastructure funds, energy funds (at least 4%) and IPOs – after BMCL has offered an IPO. The first two sections to be
started are:
1) Hua Lamphong – Yaowaraj -Chaloem Krung – Wang Saranrom – Pakklong Talad –
Tha Phra – Bang Wah -Bang Khae
2) Bangsue – Tao Poon – Wong Sawang – Tiwanon – Phra Nanklao – Bang Yai
Both sections already have their design blueprints done. Only some adjustmentsare necessary.
The budget will come from domestic loans to cut Forex risk and conditions attached from the foreign creditors. For the SRT substitution of Hopewell, the northern
section (Rangsit – Bangsue) is still being designed while the 26 billion baht airport link (Makkasan – NBIA) is waiting for procurement in the next four months.
MRTA Director said after discussion with the Traffic Policy Office, MRTA will cut the budget by not constructing some redundant stations, and reducing
underground stations from 3-4 floors to 2 floors (a ticketing floor and platform floor). Land expropriation will be at 500,000 baht/sq wah.
Mr. Pliew from Ch. Karnchang PCL said the company will compete for the system and civil works due to experience with the MRTA subway.
Locals comment on mass transit – January 16, 2004
Wisarut reports: Here are some typical comments from local people about the Subway system on the Manager webboards (translated and summarized):
1) An extension is needed to Talingchan area (suburban area in Thonburi side – the place for growing vegetables in Bangkok)
2) An extension should go along Kaset-Nawamin -> and please get the expressway project away from Kaset (the 3rd stage expressway) since it will create more
traffic instead of solving traffic jams.
3) Please use the structure of Hopewell Project for mass transit extensions.
4) When roads are fixed they should end up as neat as the original road. Merely filling potholes is not enough. Line drawing on the highways is very lousy and errorprone.
5) The 20-year masterplan should add more lines in the suburb than the current plan. Those who live in Lad Phrao – Serithai Road area (up to Siam Park and
Minburi) are missing out of the 20-year plan.
6) Even though most people want a Skytrain extension to Saphan Mai, there are a few who said BTSC should use the Hopewell section instead due to the fact that
Phaholyothin is too dense for further development.
7) The new extension should go to the suburbs instead of downtown and the city center even though MRTA and BTSC as well as MOTC will have to pay a huge
sum of rent and have revenue sharing with SRT – or come up with a route to the suburbs like Bang Bauthong and Sai Noy.
8) There must be some idiots who told PM Banharn to put all sections of the Blue Line into underground instead of just the southern part. The northern part of the
line has enough space to create an elevated section without problems. The elevated northern section would allow convenient interchange with Mochit Station.
9) Readjust bus routes to feed Subway and Skytrain.
10) The interchange between BTSC and Subway must be well designed. Even though the interchange at Silom is constructed, it is a very poor design.
11) Please help BTSC to dug the tunnel to enable the western extension to go through Rattankosin Island to enable the system to go to northern Thonburi.
Transnational road due for completion within two weeks – Bangkok Post, January 14, 2004
A group of 77 Thai businessmen and officials inspected the route in a vehicle caravan to Burma and China over the past weekend. The trip started from Mae Sai
district in Thailand’s Chiang Rai province and took them through the Burmese towns of Tachilek, Kengtung and La, and ended in China’s Jing Hong…
Proposing the Mass Transit Holding Company – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thansetthakij, Jan 11-14, 2004
The Traffic Policy Office has asked the government to come up with a Mass Transit System Holding company as the way to integrate BTSC and BMCL together and
turn the assets of both companies into stocks with public investment on infrastructure of 400 billion baht. This is a long term solution for interconnection problems.
This way is also a way of getting around the Joint Venture Act of BE 2535 and speed up the project to meet the target of 100 km more mass transit in six years.
There are three mass transit projects: BTSC, BMCL, and the failed Hopewell. There will be lots of problems the government has to bare after the expiration of
concessions and the nationalize of the system.
There will be problems for integration since the joint ticket problems have not been resolved due to revenue sharing problems. Furthermore, it takes long time (more
than two years) to get extension approvals due to the Joint Venture Act of BE 2535 with requires environmental assessment.
To cut red tape and help to keep both BTSC and BMCL profitable, the new company will have to be created. The assets of both BMCL and BTSC will be stocks in
the new company and the government can make a joint-investment of 400 billion baht on the infrastructure of the project while getting around that law.
So far, Minister Suriya and Premier Thaksin agree with this scheme proposed by the Traffic Policy Office. Minister Suriya then will ask the Traffic Policy Office to
finalize the scheme by the end of Jan 2004 to be submitted to the cabinet. The construction will be ‘design and build’ to cut construction time while the construction
will be defined as unit cost per km before calling new bids.
Idea for the Hat Yai mass transit system – December 23, 2003
Phatraphon has this idea for a Hat Yai mass transit route (81kb).
Earlier: A monrail for Hat Yai – December 15, 2003
Also: The Songkhla to Hat Yai railroad & station and the Chiang Mai Subway has not been in the news lately, but since this is the Prime Minister’s province, we
would not be surprised to see this project revived.
Hua Lamphong being air-conditioned – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Manager Daily, December 21, 2003
SRT is installing air-conditioning in Hua Lamphong. It was started on December 1, 2003 and will be done in early April 2004 as a response to the opening of the
subway system on April 13, 2004. This installation will be done at night except during December 27, 2003-January 4, 2004. So far there are about 200 trains in and
out of Hua Lamphong serving tens of thousands during normal days and hundreds of thousands during festival times.
Hua Lamphong opened for service on June 25, 1916. The construction started around 1910 to replace the old Bangkok Railway (today the place where a pillar shows
the inauguration of railways in 1897).
The air-conditioning system is being installed by Thai Nakhon Ratchathanee Co.Ltd. (the contractor) – along with new floor tiles, screen doors with glass and
decorations as well as signs showing significant tourist spots around Thailand on the walls. The dome roof will also be covered with foam insulation–state-of-the-art
insulation for air conditioning systems–while keeping the old Italian and European Renaissance architecture with wooden decorated roofs and stain glass intact.
Earlier renovations of Hua Lamphong were undertaken for the 1998 Asian Games and 1999-2000 Amazing Thailand campaign.
A tale of two newspapers: Expressway extensions – December 26, 2003
Notice how the same story is reported in the Thai- and English-language press. Thansetthakij ran the story with info from BMA sources on December 21 and the

Bangkok Post ran it today with information from ETA…
Two expressway extensions approved – Bangkok Post, December 26, 2003
…the board on Monday gave the go-ahead for construction of a 13.7-billionbaht, 9.5km-long expressway to connect the northern end of the Ram Inthra-At
Narong expressway with the eastern part of the outer ring road… The
endorsement also covers a southern section of the third-stage expressway,
called S2, worth 21.5 billion baht that will connect the first-stage expressway
and the S1 expressway section in Bang Na to the planned southern part of the
outer ring road, as well as another expressway system called the industrial ring
road to be built in southern Bangkok…
Also: SRT aims to double income from cargo trains next year – Bangkok
Post, December 26, 2003
The State Railway of Thailand expects to double its income from cargo trains
next year through marketing efforts and infrastructure development. It makes
about two billion baht now…

Six billion baht for roads–including Lad Phrao elevated way and tunnel –
translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thansetthakij, December
21-24, 2003
Six billion baht has been budgeted for BMA to construct an elevated way at Lad
Phrao Intersection, a Lad Phrao Elevated Way connecting the tollway with
Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road and 15 tunnels at Kaset Intersection,
Ratchayothin Intersection, and Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road, etc. The
airport rail link to Suvannabhum also gets a boost. Now the Ministry of Energy
has agreed to allocate 4% of fuel funds for the airport rail link to Suvannabhum.
The construction of Lad Phrao Elevated Way connecting the tollway with
Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road will have a price tag of 8.4 billion baht and
BMA have finished the design work. The construction will be started in April
2004. Kaset tunnel will be constructed in July 2004 with a price tag of 400
million baht. These two project will be done in 450 days.

The elevated way at Lad Phao Intersection has a price tag of 500 million baht. All projects are waiting for contractors. Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road and
Kanchanaphisek outer ring road will have 11 new tunnels and 4 new flyovers with a price tag of 4.8 billion baht. Four bridges across Chao Phraya are also included
in the plan. There will be a new 300-km expressway–both toll-free and tollways–to relieve congestion at Sukhumvit, Rama 4 and Queen Sirikit National Convention
Center.
There will be three bids for the projects:
1) The 3rd Stage Expressway (S2)
2) Ram Indra – Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road
3) Rama 6 Expressway
For the 256 km mass transit system, the Ministry of Energy has agreed to allocate 4% of energy funds to finance the mass transit systems. The leftover funds from
120 billion baht Suvannabhum Airport will be used to construct double tunnels–about 600-1000 million baht. The procurement will be started in the next six months
so as to be done when airport is opened in September 29, 2005.
Also: Major overpasses and tunnels planned for trouble areas – Dailynews, November 26, 2003
New expressways, roads, and bridges – Dailynews, November 25, 2003
Command centre ready to control Bangkok’s traffic – The Nation, December 23, 2003
…digital image processing, as well as systems called gridlock control and digital trunk radio, will be introduced to assist the work of the Traffic Police Division’s
new Traffic Command Centre by late this year.
Electrified rail lines north and south – December 19, 2003
Wisarut Bholsithi reports: According to Thairath Daily (December 15, 2003), SRT has come up a double tracking, track rehabilitation and electrification plan with
the budget of 400 billion baht. There will be two lines which will be doubletracked, rehabilitated, and electrified: 1) Bangkok – Chiangmai 2) Bangkok – Hat Yai.
The plan will be submitted to the cabinet in early 2004.
BTW: Following a pattern of English-language papers carrying the same news a day after it appears in the Thai-language press, Bangkok Post had this story the
following day: Railway network to be electrified in 6 years – Bangkok Post, December 16, 2003
The Transport Ministry plans to electrify the nation’s railway network at a cost of 300-400 billion baht over the next six years. Once completed, it will shorten
travelling time between Bangkok and Chiang Mai from about 13 hours to only five… Siemens Co of Germany and some companies in Japan were already making
initial studies, Mr Suriya said.
Natural Park major shareholder in BMCL – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Than Setthakij Dec 18 – 20, 2003
Natural Park PCL (N-Park) and Siam Syntec PCL are hoarding 29.78% of shares in BMCL and have sent officers to become members of the BMCL Board to enable
them to develop the land around the stations and boost more revenue for MRTA. N-Park has negotiated for a few land plots around the stations.
Even though Ch. Karnchang PCL and their allies are still major shareholders, N-Park will definitely become a major shareholder after the IPO in December 2004.
N-Park has send officers to be in the BMCL Board of Director since N-Park has expertise in real estate and negotiated with a few landowners to sell or make a joint
venture, but the final settlement will come up soon.
N-Park has purchased 16.79 million common stock of BMCL at the price 150 baht/share with total price of 2.51992 billion baht. Thus N-Park becomes a major
shareholder in BMCL at 24.7% At the same time, Siam Syntec Construction PCL has purchased 3.45 million shares (5.07%) with a price tag of 150 baht/share ->
total 0.5175 billion baht. 150 baht/share is the same price that BMCL sold the shares to Krungthai Thanawat Mutual Funds for.
In the current structure, BMCL will consist of the following major shareholders:
N-PARK PCL – 24.71%,
Ch. Karnchang PCL – 23.09%,
BECL PCL (Subsidiary of Ch. Karnchang PCL) – 15%
SYNTEC Construction PCL – 5.07%
N-Park will send board members to deal with station areas as well as connections with the buildings nearby to boost passengers.
Investment in BMCL is very good for the company. After the MRTA subway becomes a reality, N-Park will make several real estate developments in the surround
areas to create long-term benefit to the company.
In the first year (2004), BMCL will have to bare the loss of 3-400 million baht. Breaking will come in 2005 and profit will come up in 2006–due to 200,000 daily
passengers. The payoff will be 15% of investment -> at 20 baht average ticket prices alone.
After N-Park comes out of rehabilitation, the company will have to invest in other related fields. The investment funds for BMCL from N-Park will come from a
capital boost of 8 billion baht and 4 billion baht loan. The 1 billion baht leftover after capital investment will be the current capital.
The full structure of BMCL will be as follows (DEC 12, 2003):
Natural Park PCL -> 16,799,474 Stocks -> 24.71%
Ch. Karnchang PCL -> 15,702,302 Stocks -> 23.09%
Bangkok Expressway PCL -> 10,200,000 Stocks -> 15.00%
Mahasiri Siam Co.Ltd. -> 8,981,250 Stocks -> 13.21%
Krungthai Bangk PCL -> 6,800,000 Stocks -> 10.00%
SiamSyntec Construction PCL -> 3,450,000 Stocks -> 5.07%
Thai Military Bank PCL -> 3,400,000 Stocks -> 5.00%
Siam City Bank PCL -> 1,700,000 Stocks -> 2.50%
Krungthai Thanawat Mutual Funds -> 700,000 Stocks ->1.03%
Chanthawee Maintan Co.Ltd -> 176,045 Stocks -> 0.26%
Transit Express Co.Ltd. -> 90,006 Stocks -> 0.13 %
Total Shares of BMCL – 68,000,000
According to the contract, Ch.Karnchang must be the major shareholder (51%) until opening of the system in April 2004 -> after that, Ch. Karnchang could reduce
the financial burden by selling their shares in BMCL to others.
N-Park aiming to takeover BTS to expand their real estate business – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Prachachart Thurakij, December
22-24, 2003
After taking over BMCL, Natural Park PCL (N-Park) is aiming for the next target -> BTSC to expand their real estate business with double magnets of mass transit

systems. For BTSC, N-Park will purchase shares from creditors.
Mr. Khiree responded to this development by vowing he will fight at all cost to keep BTSC in his portfolio even though he might allow N-Park to participate in
BTSC, but never as the major shareholder.
So far, the debt structure will be as follows:
Principle: 28.031 billion baht
Outstanding interest: 11.209 billion baht
Total: 39.510 billion baht
Credit First Boston (Hongkong) is the major creditor with 20% of BTSC shares and has a strong aim to take over BTSC.
N-Park has Sansiri PCL and Pacific Asset PCL (both real estate firms) and Siam Syntec Construction PCL (a contractor) as allies since N-Park has purchased
significant shares from those companies.
(Note: After five years in rehabilitation, N-Park is back, stronger than ever.)
Budget airlines take toll on trains, buses – December 19, 2003
Wisarut Bholsithi reports: The Budget Airlines are taking a toll on intercity bus service as well as railways. According to Than Setthakij (December 17, 2003), the
cheap budget airlines have forced SRT to cut ticket prices of 1st class and 2nd class sleeper cars. Transportation Co. Ltd. also has to cut ticket prices of the VIP class
and purchase higher capacity 1st class air-conditioned buses.
If the situation gets worse, SRT may have to cancel 1st class service and transform all 1st class cars into 2nd class sleeper cars to meet the surging demand for 2nd
class sleepers. After all, the 2nd class and 3rd class are the main sources of income for SRT. The cargo trains will also replace some passenger line that are
unprofitable since there is also more demand for cargo services.
Transportation Co. Ltd. also has to cancel VIP buses since it cannot compete with budget airlines.
Proposing Thararak Phatthana Co. Ltd. to the cabinet to handle Chang Watthana Bureaucrat Center – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from
Matichon Daily, December 6, 2003
The Treasury Department is proposing the plan to set up Thanarak Phatthana Co. Ltd. to develop the land belonging to the Treasury Department in Chang Watthana
Road into Chang Watthana Bureaucrat Office. If it is approved by the cabinet, the Treasury Department will set up that company immediately.
This new company will have 50 million baht initial capital – 100% held by the Treasury Department. If the government wants the expansion of Chang Watthana into
a bureaucrat center, they can ask Thanarak Phatthana to handle the project.
For the revival of the defunct Bangkok Terminal at Mochit, the Treasury Department has hired Tisco Co.Ltd. to be the consultant to deal with such problems before
allowing a joint venture with the proposed Thanarak Phatthana Co. Ltd. to revitalize the project.
Commentary by Wisarut: I hope that Bangkok Terminal will be revitalized as a hub for the inter city bus to Nakhon Nayok, Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy, Prachinburi, Chachoeng Sao, Rayong (via Prachinburi) etc.
Hueng River bridge – December 16, 2003
News about a new bridge to Laos. Interesting to note the different reasons given for the project delay and that both newspapers spell the name differently.
Reason for delay: The project has been on hold for almost a decade, partly due to problems concerning the boundary of the Hueng river, over which the bridge will
be built. (Work on bridge to take six months – Bangkok Post)
Reason for delay: The bridge was proposed in 1993, but failed to materialise due to the lack of funding. (Work begins on bridge – The Nation)
More on the Hat Yai monorail – December 15, 2003

Discuss these stories on the
2Bangkok.com Forum

Yesterday, we ran a story about The Hat Yai monorail (see below). Today Wisarut comments on the system: For the case of the Hat Yai Mass Transit System, I found
several shortcomings which would need to be addressed before implementing the system.
Even though the system looks good (ring line and red line that connects to magnet places such as Hat Yai Bus Terminal, Hat Yai Railway Junction, Diana
Department Store, Big C Hat Yai, Prince Songkla University, Charanakhorn Stadium, Macro Hat Yai, etc.), there are the following drawbacks:
1) No direct connection with Hat Yai International Airport
2) No direct connection to Muang District of Songkla – a replacement for the defunct Hat Yai-Songkla Railway
3) No direct connection with Tinlasoolanon Stadium (the main stadium of Songkla Province)
If Songkla is to host the 2007 Seagames, the monorail line must link with Tinlasoolanon Stadium and Chiranakorn Stadium.
However, this project has been proposed by Prai Patthano, the Hat Yai mayor from the Democrat Party, and thus it will be quite hard if not impossible to have the
system implemented especially when the local government must ask for the funds from the central government to set up the system .
If Prai Patthano have read the complaints from Singaporeans about the shortcomings of the People Movers (AKA monorail system), he would opt to use LRT instead
since it has fewer problems. An LRT could follow the defunct Hat Yai-Songkla Railway line. It is larger and more economic of scale to come up with an LRT instead
of a toy monorail.
BTW: The monorail photo is from the Bukit-Panjang LRT of Singapore (a feeder Monorail or an automated elevated people mover line for the Singapore MRT).
Earlier: A monorail for Hat Yai – December 13, 2003

Bird passed along this news: I would like to introduce you to two interesting sites on the Web. The first site is about the
Monorail/LRT project (so-called Hat Yai Mass Transit System: HMT) for Hat Yai City recently proposed by Prai Pattano, a
Democratic candidate for Hat Yai City Mayor, in order to solve the city’s growing traffic problem. (The mayoral election will be held
early next year.) It seems to me that Hat Yai City Municipality will lead the project by itself (like the BMA did for the BTS project in
1991) and not wait for the MRTA to draw the plan for Hat Yai people.
(Photo: Hat Yai Today)
The site Hat Yai Today published the story (all in Thai) along with pictures including the map of the proposed routes. This map was taken from the second web site,
the Rail Thai site. The Rail Thai site itself is very interesting indeed. It’s full of information about Thai railway with maps and lots of pictures. This one should satiate
rail fans’ appetite very well. Again all information on this site is also in Thai.
Suriya to revamp bus services, tackle graft – Bangkok Post, January 5, 2004
…"I was forced to look into the work of the Transport Co as I recently received a complaint from a private bus operator who has shown an interest in running
services between Nakhon Ratchasima and Rayong by using the motorway, which is a short cut and would benefit the public.
"The Transport Co reportedly barred his firm from operating on this new route. I had sought an explanation from the bus agency and was told that a veteran
politician did not want the firm to operate on that route," said Mr Suriya. He declined to give the name of the politician...
Highway Department expanding motorway to eight lanes for NBIA – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thairath, December 4, 2003
The Highway Dept has hired Naowarat Phatthanakarn PCL to expand the Motorway from km 0.600 to km 13.800 from 4 lanes to 8 lanes (Sri Nakharin Road to
Rom Klao Road) with total distance of 13.2 km and a budget of 574 million baht. The contract will be started on December 31, 2003 to December 25, 2004. The
center of the motorway is the place for road expansion – thus the trees along the center of the motorway must be removed to the interchanges and concrete bars will
be put in the center.
Local government and real estate tycoons invited to finance the mass transit expansion & Chang Watthana Road and Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road to
become expressways – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Matichon Daily, December 6, 2003
The Traffic Policy Office is inviting real estate tycoons and local governments to invest in the mass transit system as the way to reduce government subsidies by
50%. Furthermore, Chang Watthana Road and Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road will become expressways. Investing 900 billion baht will reduce the economic loss

from traffic jam which now costs two trillion baht.
Traffic jams cause 40-100 billion baht losses a year. If nothing is done to deal with the problem, the loss will stack up to two trillion baht. Therefore 900 billion baht
is a good investment in mass transit.
Bangkok must be decentralized into new cities (New Towns In Town – the new cities within the old city) such as Bang Sue, Makkasan and Taksin. This will increase
the roles of electric mass transit system.
However, the central government will invest on the core of the system while the local governments and real estate giants will invest in the infrastructure of the
subsidiary lines which come into their areas as a way to cut construction costs by 50%.
The examples for such a case are:
1) the line that goes though Maungthong Thani – linking with the Purple Line -> Bangkok Land PCL should invest in such a link to IMPACT
2) the line that connects downtown Bangbuathong with the Lain to Ban Yai -> the Provincial Hall of Nonthaburi should invest in this link
3) the line that goes around Samut Prakarn linking with Skytrain and Ring Railway -> the Provincial Hall of Samut Prakarn should invest in this link
4) Skytrain Extensions -> BMA should be allowed to invest in this project if the private sector is not ready to deal with it
Furthermore, Chang Watthana Road, Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road (Eastern – Western section), and the roads in Chaturathit (four cardinal directions) Royal
Project which passes through Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road and the road connecting Wat Nakhon In project with the Industrial Ring Road will be a toll-free
expressway for those in the suburbs by upgrading the existing roads into high-speed roads.
Commentary by Wisarut: Turning Chang Watthana into a semi-expressway may or may not be working in the Traffic Policy Office’s favor though.
MRTA should also help standardize the rolling stock and signals to be used in the expansion projects to ensure economies of scale and cheaper operational cost with
more orders. Enough to set up a workshop for local assembly of subway-skytrain rolling stock and signals.
Tax breaks as well as other concessions higher than the ones offer by BOI are a must to invite more investors. Cutting red tape on implementing of extension of mass
transit systems are another must-have for system expansion.
Four new roads to feed NBIA to be done in one year – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Dailynews, December 4, 2003
There will be four new roads constructed by the Rural Highway Department with a total budget of 340 million baht to allow those who live in Ladkrabang area (near
NBIA) and Chachoengsao province to use this airport.
1. Wat Sri Wareenoy Road linking Banna Bangpakong with Onnut Road -> 13.53 km, 98.1 million baht – This will pass though the residential area for 50,000
officers who work in the airport.
2. Thepharaj – Lad Krabang (Thepharak?) -> 20.03 km road with 2 lanes – 145.3 million baht linking the motorway with the airport
3. Ban Pho Road from Ban Pho district of Chachongsao to NBIA -> 5.54 km, 40.2 million baht
4. Niyopm Yatra Road linking Thepharaj – Lad Krabang (Thepharak?) with Bangna – Trat Highway – 6.4 km – 46.4 million baht
These 4 roads will have drainage systems to deal with the soft clay area. These four roads can be expanded to four lanes to handle the traffic.
BMTA coming up with new air-conditioned bus lines to feed the subway – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Thairath, December 4, 2003
The Director of the PR Department for BMTA said that after the first subway becomes a reality in 2004, BMTA will run the air-conditioned feeder bus services to
satisfy the passengers.
So far, 5 stations will become terminals of these new air-conditioned BMTA buses:
1. Queen Sirikit National Convention Center – 8-10 buses – There will be 4 lines terminating at Queen Sirikit
No 2 Queen Sirikit – Samrong
No 25 Queen Sirikit – Paknam – Sai Luad Depot
No 102 Queen Sirikit – Klong Toei – Paknam
No 205 Queen Sirikit – Chong Nonsee – Rama 3 – The Mall Tha Phra
2. Thai Cultural Center – There will be 2 lines
No 137 Circle Line (Thai Cultural Center – Ram Khamhaeng)
No 517 Thai Cultural Center – Lad Krabang (Terminal at King Mongkut Institute of Technology, Ladkrabang)
3. Lad Phrao Station – There will be 3 lines
No 96 Lad Phrao – Siam Park
No 503 Lad Phrao – Rangsit
No 518 Lad Phrao – Bua Khao Village
4. Kamphaengphet – There will be 3 lines
No 77 Kamphaengphet – Sathuipradit
No 145 Kamphangphet – Srinakharin – Paknam
No 536 Mochit – Paknam (Expressway)
5. Samyan – There will be 1 line
No 45 Samyan – Rama 4 – Pjhakhanong – Paknam
There are the other two stations which BMTA buses will pass but cannot set up the terminal for them, thus BMTA is going to extend or shorten the bus lines to
function as feeders
1. Huay Kwang Station
No 13 -> Old: Huay Kwang to Klong Toei
New: Klong Toei – Huay Kwang Station – Thai Cultural Center Station – Rama 9 Depot
2. Phetburi Station
No 11-> Old: Pratoonam – Prawet
New: Phetburi – Prawet
No 58 -> Old: Pratoonam – Minburi
New: Phetburi – Minburi
No 93 -> New: Phetburi – SEAP Game Village
No. 206 -> Old: Kasetsart University – Sri Nakharin Depot
New: Phetburi – Sri Nakharin Depot
Commentary by Wisarut: Bus No 517 can be modified to pick up the passengers inside NBIA. Bus No 503 should be extended to pick up the Thammasart
University Students. Bus No 11 and 58 should function as feeders to Makkasan Station since the passengers cannot wait for the commuter version of the railway to
NBIA.
New parliament at Kiakkai – 12 billion baht to construct and move army units to other places – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from
Prachachart Thurakij, Vol. 27, No. 3537, December 4-6, 2003
The new parliament building will be at the Treasury Department land at Kiakkai. It will need a budget of 12 billion baht to construct and move the army units since
it is the most appropriate area–close to the Grand Palace and has the least detrimental effect on the people. House Speaker Uthai has to give up the idea of having the
new National Assembly at Paska Jolasit Dam in Lopburi.
The insiders in the National Assembly said the new site will be between Rama 5 Road and the Chaophraya River. This project also takes the Banna Project into
account as well. After knowing that the government has chosen Kiakkai as the new site of the National Assembly, House Speaker Uthai decided to quit the project at
Pasak Jolasit dam.
Previously, the committee has come up with three choices for the new parliaments to be chosen by the cabinet:
1) Railway Park – Chatuchak
2) Treasury Department land at Kiakklai
3) Tiwanon Ordinance
Initially the government chose Railway Park, but the national Assembly had another committee which concluded that Pasak Jolasit Dam area was the most
appropriate place. Now it look like neither of them will be chosen.

The pros for Kiakkai area are:
1) Close to Chitladda Palace and Grand Palace and connects with Ratchadamnoen Avenue by expanding Phichai Road from Chitladda Palace to Kiakkai
2) Close to the administrative offices – on both national and local levels
3) Army is going to move out of Dusit area to Lopburi – no need to pay for those army families
4) New mass transit system will go to Dusit area
The initial phase for this project will require 12.648 billion baht which consists of
Construction cost – 8.750 billion baht
Compensation to the army – 3.530 billion baht
Infrastructure and decoration – 0.368 billion baht
Premier Thaksin and House Speaker Uthai have very serious conflicts on this project. Especially after Mr. Bhokin has replaced Mr. Korn for handing this project.
Now, it is up to Premier Thaksin to make a final decision.
New expressways, roads, and bridges – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Dailynews, November 25, 2003
The four new expressway lines will be as follows:
1) Sri Rat expressway – Thanon Chan – Dao Khanong
2) The 3rd stage expressway – Bangna – Samut Prakarn
3) Ram Indra – Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road (Lam Look Ka)
4) Rama 6 Expressway (a substitute for the aborted Phayathai – Phutthamonthon Expressway) with a connection to Lad Phrao Elevated Way (BMA project with a
price tag of 8.4 billion baht -> 60% central government and 40% BMA)
Furthermore, Premier Thaksin also speeding up four new bridges across Chao Phraya:
1) Ratchawongse Pier – Tha Din Daeng Pier with a price tag of 1 billion baht
2) Lad Ya Road – Mahaphruettharam Road with a price tag of 2.4 billion baht
3) Chan Road – Charoen Nakhon Road with a price tag of 3.26 billion baht
4) Kiak Kai Intersection with a price of 4.4 billion baht.
Commentary by Wisarut: Some people who go along Sathorn – Krung Thonburi as a daily routine, feel very puzzled why the government has made a decision to
construct a new bridge at Chan Road as well as at Ratchawongse and Lad Ladya instead of a second Sathorn Bridge. It seems to me that many recent pet projects are
for the vested interests around Premier Thaksin–the construction for bailing out TPI Cement, the city cars for Thai Summit Auto parts as well as for oil interests
within the Ministry of Energy. However, many country folks would like to see high-speed railways as well as the integration of Mass Transit Systems in Bangkok–
not those new expressways and elevated ways. The masterplan for mass transit system in 2023 also confirmed my cynical sense on government projects (and its
emphasis on cars as opposed to mass transit).
Defining the new city and land hoarding – New city news has been moved to this page.
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Major overpasses and tunnels planned for trouble areas – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Dailynews, November 26, 2003
BMA is ready to handle the projects for 11 new overpasses and tunnels with a price tag of 7.9 billion baht. The Civil Works Bureau is finishing the preliminary
design. However, budget constraints have limited BMA to pay 40% of the price tag while the other 60% will be covered by the central government. The projects
with the highest priority will need 100% central government contributions.
There will be 2 groups for the projects:
1) 8 overpasses and elevated ways
1.1) Lad Phrao overpass across Lad Phrao Intersection with a price tag of 0.455 billion baht – now in the bidding process.
1.2) Elevated way across Bang Khun Non Intersection – Southern Railway – and Fai Chai Intersection with a price tag of 0.996 billion baht
1.4) Uruphongse overpass across Sri Ayutthaya – Rama 6 Intersection with a price tag of 0.400 billion baht
1.5) Phyathai overpass across Sri Ayutthaya – Phyathai Intersection with a price tag of 0.300 billion baht
1.6) Sathupradit overpass across Rama III – Sathupradit Intersection with a price tag of 0.360 billion baht
1.7) Rama III overpass across Rama III – Ratchadaphisek Road (under Rama IX Bridge) with a price tag of 0.360 billion baht
1.8) Narathiwat overpass across Rama III – Narathiwat Ratchanakharin Intersection with a price tag of 0.360 billion baht
1.9) Ratchada Elevated Way (Asok – Sukhumvit) with a price tag of 1.050 billion baht
2) 2 Tunnels
2.1) Mahaisawan underpass – along Taksin Road with a price tag of 0.788 billion baht
2.2) Borommarat Chonnanee underpass along Charansnitwongse Road with a price tag of 0.800 billion baht.
3) 1 New road connecting Sarasin Road and Ratchadaphisek Road with a price tag of 1.53 billion baht
The elevated way and overpasses will be constructed first since it is a lot easier to construct overpasses than dig underpasses which requires major removal of
infrastructure. The hard lesson from the Bang Plad Underpass shows that BMA may need at least three years to dig a new underpass. Even though all 11 projects are
not included in 2004 annual budget, BMA will ask for the budget from the central government to start the Lad Phrao overpass. The other overpasses will be done by
the end of 2004. The new tunnels and the new road will be done by the end of 2005. However, it is up to Traffic Policy Office to find the ways to finance the
projects.
Nakhon Sawan Bypass Road – November 26, 2003
A satellite image of the handy new Nakhon Sawan bypass road (you will have to log in to Yahoo Groups to see it though).
Government ‘approves’ two massive infrastructure projects – November 25, 2003
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This brief article from Channelnewsasia does not make it clear what approved means–this is usually because the foreign and even the local press do not have a clear
understanding of the opaque process Thai infrastructure projects must go through before they truly get started: …The first project is a 270 billion baht rail network
which will extend along a 251 kilometre (156 mile) network in Bangkok and its suburbs and take six years to complete.
The second project which is worth some 56.8 billion baht is a 128-kilometre elevated expressway from Bangkok to Thailand’s southern peninsula. "This project is
still under a feasibility study," Sita said…
The Bangkok Post has a fuller article explaining what is going on: …To speed up road improvements and construction, the government will not adhere to timeconsuming bidding contests but resort to quick price negotiations with contractors. These negotiations will be based on unit prices of such projects and contractors
who offer the best discount for each project will be hired…
"Social and economic damage caused by traffic problems are too huge for us to wait for lengthy bidding contests that may save only a negligible amount of money.
The new method may even be cheaper,” he said, adding the government would shoulder most of the 400-billion-baht investment.
Government spokesman Sita Divari said railway expansion for greater Bangkok would cost 270 billion baht and result in five extended routes with a combined
length of 296 kilometres. All routes will be linked, including the BTS skytrain system and the subway of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority.
About 60 billion baht will be spent on road improvements and construction.
Meanwhile, 70 billion baht will be allocated for the construction of a southern shortcut project from Ratchaburi across the sea to Phetchaburi.
Known as the Laem Phak Bia project, the 128km-long route will link the planned Bang Yai-Ban Pong motorway in Ban Laem Bua village, passing Pinklao-Nakhon
Chaisri and Thon Buri-Pak Tho highways, crossing the sea from Samut Sakhon to Ban Makham Chang village east of the Lam Phak Bia peninsula in Phetchaburi
and ending in Cha-am district of Phetchaburi.
The Nation has a very general article with few details (‘PM tackles traffic woes’).
More on the Bangkok mass transit map of 2020 – November 13, 2003
Wisarut Bholsithi has listed the routes in English from a map (135kb) and chart (161kb) from Thansetthakij, November 6-8, 2003, displaying planned Bangkok mass
transit in 2020. Yesterday we printed commentary about the map and chart: Bangkok mass transit in 2020
New networks which have to be done in 20 years (by 2024) from the new map.
1) BTSC Skytrain
Northern Extension (Dark green)
1.1.1) Mochit – Kaset – Saphan Mai -> to be done in 2009
1.1.2) Saphan Mai – Donmuang – RTAF – km 25 – Khookhot – Sai Mai -> to be done in 2024
Southeastern Extension (Dark Green)
1.2.1) Onnut – Bangna – Bearing – Samrong -> to be done in 2006
1.2.2) Samrong – Bang Nangkreng – Samut Prakarn -> to be done in 2009
Western Extension (light Green)
1.3.1) National Stadium – Rama I – Phan Fah – Sanam Luang – Thonburi Railway Station – Phrannok Intersection (Charansanitwongse) -> to be done in 2009

1.3.2) Phrannok – Wat Pleng – Phutthamonthon Sai 2 -> to be done in 2024
Note: Phutthamonthon Sai 2 is very remote suburb… even though it is not far from Phutthamonthon Sai 4 which is close to Phutthamonthon Park and Mahidol
University
Southwestern extension (light green)
1.4.1) Saphan Taksin – Taksin Road -> to be done in 2004
1.4.2) Taksin Road – Phetkasem Road -> to be done in 2006
1.5) Bangkok Ring (Gold)
Kaset – Yothin Phatthana – Nawamin – NHA – Lam Salee – Hua Mark – Seacon – Sri Iam – Sri Thepha – Thepharak – Poochao Samingphrai – Phra Padaeng –
Bang Mod – Rama II – Wat Sai – Bang Wah – Wat Pleng – Talingchan – Nakhon In – Tiwanon – Ngam Wongwan – Kaset -> started after 2010 and all to be done in
2024
1.6) Airport Line (Brown)
Chong Nonsee (Sathon) – Thanon chan – Narathiwat Ratchanakharin – Tawan Daeng Intersection – Phetchahueng (Bang Krajao) – Sanphawut – Bang Na – Wat Sri
Iam – Ram 2 – Kingkaeo – Southern Terminal – Northern Terminal
2) MRTA subway
2.1) Blue line
Southern Extension (Hua Lamphong – Grand Palace – Tha Phra)
Tha Phra Link (Tha Phra – Bang Wah)
Bangkahe extension (Bang Wah Bang Khae)
Northern Ring (Bangsue – Tao Poon – Bang Pho – Bang Oh – Charansanitwongse Krungthon – Pinklao – Phran Nok – Tha Phra)
All have to be done in 2009
2.2) Orange Line
Bagkapi – MRTA – Thai Cultural Center – Victory Monument – Yothee – Sang Hee – Krungthon – Bang Bamru -> all to be done in 2009
Note: Bang Bamru is a quite remote area.
2.3) Further extension of Orange line Bangkapi – Summakorn – Minburi
2.4) Purple Line
Bang Yai (Bang Buathong) – Phra Nanklao – Kae Rai – Rewadee – Tiwanon – Wongsawang – Bang Son – Taopoon – Bang Pho – Bang Krabue – Samsen – Kiakkai
– Sanghee – Thewet – Bang Lamphoo – Phan Fah – Wangboorapha – Memorial Bridge – Wongwian Yai – Taksin Road – Dao Khanong – Rat Boorana – Nakhon
Kheunkhan -> all to be done in 2009
2.5) Branch line of Purple line – Sri Saman (the blind spot near RTAF area) – Muangthong Thani (Eastern gate) – Chaeng Watthana – Samakkhee – Kae rai -> this
has to be done in 2024
Note: If the Kanchanaphak family sets up a monorail system linking this branch with Impact Convention Center, Tiwanon road and Chaeng Wathana Road, it will
end any further need for mass transit system to Impact.
2.6) Pink line (Southern Ring)
Tha Phra – Mahaisawan – Thanon Tok – Sathupradit – Tawan Daeng – Wat Chonglom Port Authority – Kluay Namthai – Ekkamai – Ekkamai Nuea – Klongtan
Station – Nawasri Ram Indra Atnarong Expressway – Yothin Phatthana – Yoo Yen (Ram Indra Km 5.5) – Or Nguen (another blind spot)
Note: This line from Klong Tan Station to Or Nguen may not be able to pick up the passengers without other lines as well as feeder buses and vans.
2.7) Grey Line
Klong Toei – Klay Namthai – Phra Khanong – Thanon Onnut – Sri Nut – Rama IX Park – Kingkaeo (near Western gate of NBIA)
3) SRT
All to be done in 2009.
Note: The Gold Ring has ended any further need for the Orange line from Phra Padaeng to Samrong
and the Yellow line (Sri Nakharin Section)–even though those who live along Lad Phrao will not like this.
Note 2: MRTA has told the Traffic Policy that the Purple line and the readjustment of Orange line will create environmental havoc and take time to implement.
However, MRTA agreed with the Traffic Policy Office that the Northern Ring should be implemented – even though it needs to be started after the northern and
southern extensions. The others will follow later on.
Note 3: Makkasan Station without a heavy rail feeder line (except the monorail that link Pratoonam and Chitlom Station together) will not be much of use at all.
3) SRT – NBIA Northern Terminal – Southern Terminal -> This will cause a big competition and be good for passengers, but can be started only after the Southern
terminal is built.
Other articles about the planned future mass transit investment:
389 billion baht for 255km of mass transit in six years–reality or just a dream? – Dailynews, November 3, 2003
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Raising 500 billion baht – October 30, 2003
Plan to invest 389 billion baht for mass transit in Bangkok and 111 billion baht for nationwide double tracking goes to cabinet soon – Bangkokbiznews, October 28,
2003
500 billion baht mass transit system to be complete in six years – Thairath, October 16, 2003
Injecting 500 billion baht into mass transit – Thansetthakij, October 12-15, 2003
Bangkok mass transit in 2020 – November 12, 2003
The following comments by Wisarut Bholsithi are based on this map (135kb) and this chart (161kb) from Thansetthakij, November 6-8, 2003, displaying planned
Bangkok mass transit in 2020.
Wisarut:
1) It seems to me that the Traffic Policy Office has agreed to put Bangkok Ring Railway (Big Gold Ring) into consideration, but this plan has it started after 2010
and be done in 2020
2) The Traffic Policy Office also consider asking BTSC to readjust the two Skytrain routes (Silom and Suhumvit line) by putting the northern section of Sukhumvit
Line and the southern section of Silom Line into a single North-South Skytrain route while the eastern section of the Sukhumvit Line and the western section of the
Silom line would be an East-West line for better traffic arrangement. However, I would expect that such readjustments would not be easily welcomed by
Bangkokians and BTSC even though it would please foreign tourists.
3) The southern section of the Blue Ring has been readjusted to a Pink Line (Tha Phra – Mahaisawan – Rama 3 – Klong Toei – Ekkamai – Klongtan – Lad Phrao Ram Indra) via Sri Rat Expressway. However, I expect that those who live in the Lad Phrao area will not be pleased with this kind of route. They would feel they
have been insulted by losing their rights to have a mass transit line along Lad Phrao Road and get a new tollway instead.
4) Same thing can be said to those who live along Chaeng Watthana – Ram Indra Road. They feel they should have a mass transit system along Chaeng Watthana
Road from Pakkret to Minburi, but the government refused to listen to them and gave them the new tollway connecting to the 2nd stage expressway and
Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road to keep Donmuang Tollway viable instead. The new branch of the Purple line from Kae Rai to Muangthong Thani via Prapa
Canal help them somewhat.
5) The BTSC extension to NBIA has turned into a the new line–the Brown Line. It is a line that goes from Chong Nonsee to Bang Na and then goes along Bangna
Trat Highway. However, the environmental concerns must be taken into account since it has to go across Bang Krajao – the green island between Klong Toei and
Phra Padaeng. Either two underwater tunnels or a giant cable bridge like Rama IX Bridge and Rama VIII Bridge. However, goes right through business areas and
will get a big cheer from businesspeople.
6) The Grey Line is very poor line. It goes through Klong Toei Neighborhood via Rama IV Road and then along Pravet canal to end up around Kanchanaphisek
Road. At best, it is a the shuttle line between the Gold Ring, Blue Ring, and Skytrain.
7) I notice that some lines are cutting across residential areas instead of going along roads. There will be a need to pay those who have their houses expropriated a
very good sum of money or protest will ensue.
8) Too bad the Traffic Policy Office did not notice that people live along Chaeng Watthana – Ram Indra Road and Lad Phrao road… or did know, but are asking
those people to ride buses and vans to go along those road instead allowing new mass transit lines. The government even has a policy to move some agencies to

Pakkret and Chaeng Watthana Roads . There many be a hidden agenda. Those big guys (cabinet members, MPs, senators, senior bureaucrats, etc.) , hate mass transit
above their heads along the way to their offices and are known to prefer expressways since they use cars to go to and from work.
Two roads to ease Thon Buri snarl-ups – Bangkok Post, November 6, 2003
Oddly enough these roads have been open since October 15, but have yet to be named: …one of the roads goes in a north-south direction from Rattanathibet road to
Phetkasem road. The road is about 18 kilometres long and passes Charansanitwong 13 and 35 roads, Boromratchonnanee road and Suanphak road.
The other one goes east to west from Tiwanon road to Kanchanaphisek road (the western bypass). It is about 12 kilometres long, passes Pracharat and
Phibulsongkhram roads, crosses the Chao Phraya river near Wat Nakhon-in temple, and then passes Bang Bua Thong-Nonthaburi road…
Thai SRT map – November 4, 2003
Besides not being able to manage the railroads, SRT cannot maintain a website either. Wisarut notes: Before the SRT website went down to drain, I got this Thai map
of the SRT National Network with the shortened names that only SRT staff and Thai rail fans could decipher. Here’s another map of the Thai railway network.
389 billion baht for 255km of mass transit in six years–reality or just a dream? – translated and summarized by Wisarut Bholsithi from Dailynews, November 3,
2003
Also: map (scanned from Dailynews – 119kb)
BTSC (the Skytrain)
1) Samrong-Paknam Extension: Onnut – Samrong – Samut Prakarn – 16.8 km
2) Taksin – Phetkasem Extension: Saphan Taksin – Taksin Road – Phetkasem – 6.7 km
3) Phaholyothin Extension: Mochit – Saphanmai Extension – 10. 7 km
4) Rattnakosin Extension: National Stadium – Rama I – Phan Fah – Pinklao – Charansanitwongse – Subway Section – 5.5 km
Total 39 km
Investment 76 billion baht
Expected Numebr of Passengers – 1,226,000 passengers a day
SRT (the railroads)
1) Northern Commuter – Bangsue – Rangsit – 22.73 km
2) Airport Link (Eastern) Bangsue – Phaythai – Makkasan – NBIA – 34.47 km
3) Southern Commuter – Bangsue – Taksin center – Mahachai – 42.29 km
Total Distance 115 km
Investment 108 billion baht
Target Passneger 910,000 passengers a day
MRTA (the subway)
There are two options:
1) Stick with the old route asssignments:
1.1) Blue Line -> Pha Nanaklao – Bangsue – Huay Kwang – Hua Lamphong – Tha Phra – Bangkhae
1.2) Orange Line -> Bang Kapi – MRTA – Thewet – Phan fah – Wang Boorapha – Ratboorana
2) Modifications of routes with additional sections:
2.1) Blue Ring -> Om Noy – Bang Khae – Tha Phra – Hua Lamphong – Bangsue – Charansnitwong – Tha Phra – 39 km, 66.97 billion baht
2.2) Orange Line -> Bang Kapi – MRTA – Victory Monument – Sam Sen – Bang Bamru 23 km -> 56.26 billion baht
2.3) Purple Line -> Bang Yai (Bang Buathong) – Phra Nanklao – Tao Poon (Bangsue) – Sam Sen – Phan Fah – Wang Boorapha – WOngwian Yai – Taksin –
Mahaisawan – Ratboorana
(Nakhon Khuenkhan)
Elevation: Bangbuathong (Bang Yai) – Bangsue (Tao Poon), Mahaisawan – Ratboorana
Subway: Bangsue (Tao Poon) – Mahai Sawan
Investment 81 billion baht – 39 km
Expected Numebr of Passengers:
Blue Ring -> 1,167,000 passengers a day
Orange Line -> 226,000 passengers a day
Purple Line -> 456,000 passengers a day
The modification plan is to allow moving from north to south and east to west without changing subways. The Blue line will be a ring.
The complete plan, which is expected to be approved by Premier Thaksin and the cabinet, has a goal to be done by 2009.
Mass Transit News main page
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New City: How to realize it – by Pratheep Tangmatitham – translated and summarized from Bangkok Biznews, October 28, 2003
MOTC asks cabinet to repeal lift ban on railway routes through ‘A1 forests’ – – translated and summarized from Thaipost, October 28, 2003
MOTC is asking the cabinet to repeal the cabinet resolution that stringently prohibits bureaucrats from cutting down A1 Forests (upstream forests) to allow
bureaucrats with good reason for cutting down such virgin forests to make the way for the projects vital to national interest–security and economic. And allow
bureaucrats to submit environmental assessment reports to get the special approval from the cabinet on a case by case basis.
MOTC claims that the 1989 resolution has prohibited SRT from extending routes such as:
1) Surat Thani to Phuket via Phang Nga
2) Denchai to Chiang Rai and so on
3) Highspeed Railway from Bangkok to Khorat and so on
However, the cabinet said that good forests in Thailand cover less than 12% of land area. Therefore, the cabinet is asking SRT to make detours unless the project is
too vital to make a detour (if it is worthy for national development). For such a special case, it will be necessary for SRT and MOTC to come up with and
Environment Impact Assessment Report to be submitted to with Environmental Protection Committee before submitting the plan to the cabinet.
Commentary by Wisarut: The 1989 resolution is due to disastrous flooding in most parts of the country in 1988-1989. Furthermore, many may still remember the
expansion of the SRT network to Isan during the 1950’s-1970’s was a scam to cut down and clear forests on mountain sides and leave a few stands to fool the
authorities.
Raising 500 billion baht – October 30, 2003
Local papers have finally brought up the financing of the grand mass transit plans. As usual it is a dumbing down of what was in the Thai-language papers weeks
before, but it did have one interesting passage: Chumpol Na Lamlieng, president of Siam Cement Plc, said he had no details on any plan to raise money from the
public to invest in transport, but said investors would normally look for projects that yield profits.
"What we have seen so far is that most of the infrastructure projects in Thailand face financial losses," said Chumpol. "If they make a profit, it is not that much."
The State Railway of Thailand has been facing management problems and consistent losses since 1973. Those losses now total Bt40 billion.
The Bangkok Mass Transit System, or BTS, which operates the Skytrain project in Bangkok, is also facing financing losses and has been forced to negotiate debt
restructuring with creditors. ($5bn transport funds trailed, The Nation, October 30, 2003)
Plan to invest 389 billion baht for mass transit in Bangkok and 111 billion baht for nationwide double tracking goes to cabinet soon – translated and summarized
from Bangkokbiznews, October 28, 2003
The Traffic Policy Office is going to submit a plan to the cabinet to invest 500 billion baht on mass transit. 389 billion baht on 255.41 km for Greater Bangkok and
111 billion baht for nationwide double tracking.
For the Skytrain, extension plans are:
Total – 39.40 km
Budget – 75.820 billion baht
1.1) Onnut – Samrong (Samrong Extension Phase 1) 8.9 km – 15.190 billion baht – early 2004 to late 2006
1.2) Samrong Samut Prakarn (Samrong Extension Phase 2) 7.9 km – 13.340 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2008
1.3) Saphan Taksin – Taksin Road (Taksin Extension Phase 1) 2.2 km – 3.420 billion baht – early 2004 to late 2004
1.4) Taksin Road – Phetkasem (Taksin Extension Phase 2) 4.5 km – 7.160 billion baht – early 2004 to late 2006
1.5) Mochit – Saphan Mai (Phaholyothin Extension) 10.7 km – 19.990 billion baht – early 2004 to late 2007
1.6) National Stadium – Pinklao – Charansanitwongse (Rattnakosin Extension) 5.5 km – 16.720 billion baht – early 2004 to late 2009
For the SRT, the elevated commuter lines would be:
Total – 114.51 km
Budget – 108.1 billion baht
2.1) Phayathai – Makkasan – NBIA (Airport Link) 28.47 km – 21.2 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2551
2.2) Bangsue – Phyathai (Chitladda Link) 6.09 km – 7.8 billion baht – early 2005 to late 2009
2.3) Hua Lamphong – Bangsue (Yommaraj Link) – 7.49 km – 10.6 billion baht – early 2005 to late 2009
2.4) Bangsue – Rangsit (Northern Commuter) – 22.73 km – 26.86 billion baht – late 2005 to late 2008
2.5) Hua Lamphong – Si Phraya – Taksin Center 6.54 km (Si Phraya Link) 8.140 billion baht – early 2005 to late 2009
2.6) Taksin Center – Mahachai – 14.93 km – 28.26 km (Southwestern Commuter) 16.7 billion baht – late 2005 to late 2009
2.7) Bangsue – Rama 6 – Talingchan (Northwestern Commuter) -14.93 km – 16.8 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2008
For the case of MRTA,
Total – 101.2 km
Budget – 204.703 billion baht
3.1) Hualamphong – Tha Phra (1st phase of Southern Extension of Blue line) – 8 km 19.8 billion baht – mid 2004 to late 2009
3.2) Bangsue – Charansanitwongse – Tha Phra (blue line Northern Ring) 13.1 km – 19.83 billion baht – mid 2004 to late 2010
3.3) Tha Phra – Bang Wah (Southern Link & Interchange) 1.1 km – 2.72 billion baht – mid 2004 to late 2008
3.4) Bang Wah – Bang Kae (blue line Bangkhae Extension) 4.7 km – 7.42 billion baht – mid 2004 to late 2008
3.5) Bang Khae – Om Noy (blue line Om Noy Extension) 12.1 km 17.2 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2010
3.6) Bang Kapi – Sam Sen (1st phase Orange Line) 20 km – 44.920 km – late 2004 to late 2009
3.7) Sam Sen – Bang Bumru (Orange line Krung Thon Extension) – 3 km – 11.340 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2010
3.8) Bang Yai – Phra Nangklao (Purple Line – Former Northern Extension) – 8.1 km 11.80 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2010
3.9) Pha Nangklao – Bangsue (Purple Line – Former Northern Extension) – 11.6 km – 16.86 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2008
3.10) Bangsue – Bang Pho – Samsen (Purple line) – 3.9 km – 11.173 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2010
3.11) Samsen – Ratboorana – 15.6 km – 41.640 billion baht – late 2004 to late 2009
New canal and river routes – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, October 21, 2003
Suriya is asking for 15.88 million baht for the Marine Department to renovate piers, develop six canals and Chao Phraya routes, and develop a new type of boat
made from fiberglass.
If the Marine Department could make a good boat service that meets safety standards, it would encourage more people who live in canal areas to use boats. If
possible, MOTC will ask the Marine Department to run boat services since private concession holders do not care about safety matters at all. They are just seek
profit at the expense of the passengers.
For the Saensaeb boat service run by Krobkrua Transport, the piers and the boats must be improved to meet higher safety standards and give more confidence to
passengers. The public sector will initiate this project by designing a prototype boat and then the government will invite the private sector to invest in this project.

There will be 5-6 routes:
1) Sathorn – Lad Pho – Phra Padaeng – Samut Prakarn (17 km). This route will pass Lad Pho shortcut canal which will be dug wider to accommodate more boats.
This route also shorten the time for those who live in Samut Prakarn can go downtown by 1 hour. Either the Chao Phraya Expressboat or the new private firm will
run this boat service.
2) Sathorn – Dao Khanong (Daon Khanong Canal – canal with lots of barges – the starting point of Suksawat Road) – 4.87 km – 3.56 million baht
3) Memorial Bridge – Phetkasem 20 (Bangkok Noy – Phaseecharoen canal) – 4.86 km 4.41 million baht
4) Sathorn – Rat Boorana – Klong Toei (New line of Chao Phraya Express boat) – 16 km – 6.72 million baht
5) Saensaeb boat canal improvement (Phan Fah – Wat Sri Bun Ruean)
The new prototype boats will be made of fiberglass–5-10 boats with a price of 4-5 million baht. Initially, the government will start the project. If the private sector
feels interested, the Marine Department will call a new bid.
According to the advice from Golden Plan Co.Ltd and Potential Engineering Consultant Co.Ltd, there are six potential canal-river routes such as
1) Sathorn – Dao Khanong
2) Memorial Bridge – Phetkasem 20 (total for 2 routes > 10,000 passengers a day)
3) Sathorn – Klong Toei
4) Phan Fah – Wat Sri Bunruean
5) Sathorn – Lad Pho Canal
6) Lad Pho Canal – Samut Prakarn (total > 80,000 passengers a day)
Commentary by Wisarut: The Samrong Extension of Skytrain has ended any further need for Chao Phraya express boats to Sanphawut Pier (Naval Ordinance Pier,
Bang Na). Only motorcycle taxis and feeder buses around that area would feed passengers to either Udomsuk or Bang NA station.
Hopefully the Paknam extension of the Skytrain will terminate not far from the pier in Paknam. This could be a feeder boat to the Skytrain. The Memorial Bridge to
Phetkasem 20 route could feed the Memorial Bridge Station of MRTA.
Dao Khanong pier and Daokhanong station of future Subway should not be far away from each other.
Even though Saen Saeb canal boat piers are not far from the Skytrain and Subway stations (National Stadium, Phetburi), the facilities must be improved so as to
function as feeders.
BMA will need to redesign the future Rattankosin extension so as not to block Saensaeb canal boat service.
Expanding the canal and Chao Phraya boat network – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, October 18, 2003
MOTC Minister has asked the Deputy Director of the Marine Department about the plan to extend the Chao Phraya Express Boat as well as the longtail boats along
the canals. MOTC also asks for new prototypes for canal boats and the Chao Phraya Express Boat.
MOTC also aims for a Chao Phraya Express Boat to Samut Prakarn. However the initial routes will be shorter. The list of the routes will be:
1) Sathon-Dao Khanong – 4.87 km
2) Memorial Bridge-Phetkasem 20 (Phaseecharoen)
3) Sathon-Klong Toei (Custom Department) – 16 km -> the first phase of the Chao Phraya Express Boat expansion to Samut Prakarn
4) Saensaeb Canal – 17 km
Commentary by Wisarut: MOTC aims to take over the BMA-consessioned Saensaeb canal boat.
The new Chao Phraya boat line from Sathorn to Klong Toei will help in picking up passengers not covered by either Skytrain or Subway. The new boat line from
Sathorn to Dao Khanong is pretty short–it is uncertain how many passengers it could pick up.
500 billion baht mass transit system to be complete in six years – translated and summarized from Thairath, October 16, 2003
The Traffic Policy Office said the following mass transit lines with a total distance of 255 km should be completed in six years:
1) BMA – BTSC Skytrain network – 39.70 km, 75.86 billion baht to be done in 1-6 years
1.1) Onnut – Samrong (Samrong Extension) – to be done in December 2006
1.2) Samrong – Samut Prakarn (Paknam Extension – AKA Samrong Extension Phase 2) -> by popular demand
1.3) Saphan Taksin – Taksin Road (Taksin Extension) – to be done in December 2004
1.4) Taksin Road – Phetkasem (Phekasem Extension – AKA Taksin Extension Phase 2)
1.5) Mochit – Saphan Mai (Phaholyothin Extension) -> by popular demands, but the giant water pipeline must be moved to another place and the demolition of the
Senanikom flyover is needed
1.6) National Stadium – Rama I Road – Sanam Luang – Pinklao – Charansanitwongse (Ratthanakosin Extension)
2) MRTA – BMCL subway network
2.1) Blue Line Network – 39 km – 66.97 billion baht to be done in 5-7 years
2.1.1) Hua Lamphong – Tha Phra (Underground Section of Southern Extension)
2.1.2) Bangsue – Tha Phra (Northern Ring)
2.1.3) Tha Phra – Bang Wah (The Elevated Connection with Interchange with Skytrain)
2.1.4) Bang Wah – Bang Kae (Kanchanaphisek Link of Southern Extension)
2.1.5) Bang Khae – Om Noy (Further Southern Extension)
2.2) Orange Line – 23 km – 56.260 billion baht
2.2.1) Bangkapi – Thai Cultural Center – Victory Monument – Samsen
2.2.2) Samsen – Krungthon Bridge – Bang Bamru Railway Station (Krung Thon Extension)
2.3) Purple Line Network – 39.2 km – 81.473 billion baht
2.3.1) Bang Yai – Phra Nang Klao
2.3.2) Phra Nangklao – Bangsue
2.3.3) Bangsue – Samsen
2.3.4) Samsen – Ratboorana (Nakhon Khuenkhan Intersection)
3) SRT – 114.51 km Red Line Network – 108.1 Billion Baht – to be done in 5 years
3.1) Phyathai – Makkasan – Phetburi – NBIA (Airport Train)
3.2) Bangsue – Phayathi (Chitladda Link)
3.3) Hua Lamphong – Bangsue (Share Track with Chitladda Link)
3.4) Bangsue – Rangsit (Northern Commuter)
3.5) Hualamphong – Si Phraya – Wongwian Yai – Taksin Center (Southern Link)
3.6) Taksin Center – Mahachai (Mahachai Extension)
3.7) Bangsue – Talingchan (Rama 6 Extension)
Furthermore, a 100 billion baht nationwide double tracking project is proposed.
The Traffic Office will submit the plan to the cabinet on October 22, 2003 before getting final approval from Premier Thaksin.
Commentary by Wisarut: Too bad the Northern Section of the former Purple line (Taopoon – Prachachuen – Maungthongthani – Pakkret) is not included in the
MRTA Purple network. Relying on feeder buses and feeder vans along Prachachuen Road and expressway may not be enough.
Nationwide double tracking is very good deal …. and the nationwide new excise tax on fuel and vehicle license plates will be reasonable if the 100-billion baht
double tracking project is included.
The overall mass transit project requires massive money and effort as well as excellent management to ensure that all will be finished on time – an effort on par with
building after the collapse of Ayutthaya, the wreckage after WWII, and revitalization after financial meltdown of 1997.
Foreign investment to set up the local assembly lines to handle the rolling stocks (Skytrain – Subway – Commuters and Airport Train) as well as the restructuring of
relating agencies should be mandatory.
I hope that the further lines such as Bangkapi – Minburi (Minburi Extension of Orange line), Nakhon Khuenkhan – Samrong Tai (Phra Padaeng extension of Purple
line Network), Pakkret – Muangthong Thani – Bangsue (Pakkret Extension of Purple line Network), and Yellow Line (Lad Phrao – Sri Nakharin – Samrong) will be
implemented to complete the network.
I also hope that the savings from the Wayuphak Mutual Funds will go into the project without being siphoned into the pockets of contractors and politicians. After
all, many politicians used to work as contractors before entering into politics. Mr. Banharn (Mr. Midget or Deng Siaw Harn – the head of Chatchai Party) is a good
example of a contractor-turned politician.

Bidding for the southern extension will be held in April 2004 – translated and summarized from Matichon Daily, October 15, 2003
The bidding forms for the Southern Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road are purchased by two contractors. The project will have a total distance of 22.49 km and a
price tag of 16 billion baht. The bidding will be called on December 15, 2003 and the qualified contractors will be declared on December 16, 2003.
The Mall Group keen on SRT land for Megaprojects – translated and summarized from Thansetthakij, October 16-18, 2003
The Mall Group PCL told the press that they definitely going to aim for three megaproject malls -> Makkasan Airport Link, MRTA Subway, and Suvannabhum
Airport Mall. The Mall Group is going to invest 500 million baht to make a face lift on the Emporium, The Mall Bang Kapi and The Mall Ngam Wongwan.
Furthermore, the Siam Paragon Group (Subsidiary of The Mall) is investing 30 million baht to turn Bangkok into a city of Fashion on par with Milan and Paris.
At Makkasan, the Airport Link Mall will be on the 80-rai of the old housing and Railway Hospital for SRT workers. The new Mall at NBIA will a duty free mall
inside the NBIA. However the Mall will make such a move only after finishing the Siam Paragon.
The Mall Group forecasts 28 billion baht revenue–an increase from 25 billion baht in the previous year with 10% Growth. If there is no economic recession or other
disaster, the Mall Group projects to grow 15-20%.
The plan for the next year (2004) is to make a 500 million baht investment for a comprehensive facelift of the Emporium with a new parking lot which can hold 500
more cars. Furthermore, the Mall is going to add other 5 mini-cinema rooms for the SF Cinema at The Mall Ngam Wongwan, and make a facelift of The Mall Bang
Kapi to become a Flagship Store and add other 5 mini-cinema rooms for the SF Cinema.
The Mall Group, Siam Discovery Center Siam Center and Siam Paragon will invest 30 million baht on the "Bangkok Fashion City Extravaganza" Project (7-Day
Fashion Show in February 2004) as the way to turn Bangkok into a major fashion hub like Milan and Paris complying with government policy. It will also start the
current of creating a Shopping Street from Pathumwan to Asok/Sukhumvit. This project in February 2004 will have 80-100 world-class brandname products as well
as local brand names.
Suriya aiming to use 23 billion baht Wayuphak Funds for the airport link insisting that Premier Thaksin supports the project – translated and summarized from
Matichon Daily, October 15, 2003
Suriya is aiming to pull 23 billion baht from Wayuphak Funds to construct the airport train and claiming that Premier Thaksin is supporting this project. He hopes
that the annual revenue will be 1.46 billion baht–break even and get paid back easily. Even if the Ministry of Finance is standing in the way to oppose this scheme,
he will push this project at all costs.
The Director of Public Debt Management told Ministry Suriya about the funding plan for Southern Kanchanaphisek Road and that there are two contractors who
purchase the bidding forms.
On October 13, Minister Suriya Juengrungrueangkij told the press about the plan to invest 900 billion baht on public transportation and that Premier Thaksin asked
to use Wayuphak Funds to invest in this project – but a discussion between the agencies related to public transportation is needed to come up with details for funding
the project.
Premier Thaksin and Minister Suriya said funding the 900-billion baht project by Wayuphak funds is a good deal since it will not increase the national debt and there
is no need for foreign loans with strings attached, just simply use the saving deposits which now literally flood local banks with trillions of baht.
The initial phase of the airport train will start from Makkasan to NBIA with a price tag of 23 billion baht with funding by Wayuphak funds with the 4% return to the
people who buy Wayuphak mutual funds. The estimated daily customers will be 20,000 and the ticket price for the express will be 200 baht–4 million baht daily
revenue and 1.46 billion baht annual revenue. The concession will be 30 years, thus the total revenue will be 43.8 billion baht, easily paying back the mutual funds.
If the Ministry of Finance refuses to allow MOTC to dip into the Wayuphak funds, he will explain that MOF does not know the project details since the Traffic
Policy Office has not finished the final plan yet. If MOF still refuses to fund the project, he will ask Premier Thaksin to apply his executive power to force MOF to
finance the project at all costs!
Pannee Sathawarodom (Director of Public Debt Management Dept, MOF) said the financial plan for such mammoth projects (900 billion baht) requires (1) loans
from financial markets, (2) privatization of MRTA, SRT, and MEA, and (3) Wayuphak funds. However, MOF will wait and see the final plan for the mass transit
project before making a decision as to whether MOF will allow MOTC to use Wayuphak funds, and it will take MOF at least six months to make such a decision.
The funding scheme for this transportation project will come from petroleum and energy conservation funds collected from excise tax of fuel by changing the main
propose from the funds from fuel subsidies to a fund for joint investment funds since the new transportation systems must support energy conservation and
encourage the efficient consumption of fuel and energy. The other financial source will come from people selling the investment units (mutual funds) just like
Wayuphak 1 – with a new Mutual Fund exclusively for transportation affairs. This new transportation funds will save lots of money and will not cause a debt burden.
Isan CEO governors ask SRT for high speed railway expansion to Ubon – translated and summarized from Thansetthakij, October 12-15, 2003
After CEO governors started working on October 1, 2003, the Southern Isan governors from Si Saket, Yasothon, Amnart Charoen and Ubon Ratchathanee have
come with a plan to lift southern Isan from abject poverty to prosperity.
One of the projects is the expansion of the High Speed Railway from Khorat to Ubon Ratchathanee since Ubon Ratchathanee is 300 km from Khorat. This High
Speed Railway will help link the tourist business in the ‘Emerald Triangle’ (Thailand, Laos, Cambodia) with Ubon Ratchathanee as the center for this link.
Commentary by Wisarut: Very good idea since the total distance between Bangkok and Ubon Ratchathanee by rail is about 575 km (compare to Tokaido
Shinkansen -> 515 km from Tokyo to Osaka). However, SRT has to set up a subsidiary as well as a concession holder who would run the subsidiary to handle such a
mammoth project which requires state-of-the-art technology and future expansions. Now, even country folks are demanding a High Speed Railway. However,
profitable lines will come first!
Injecting 500 billion baht into mass transit: Traffic Policy Office modifying 6-year plan for 7 Skytrain-Subway lines – translated and summarized from
Thansetthakij, October 12-15, 2003
Traffic Policy Office is pushing the seven lines of electrified mass transit system with a price tag of 500 billion baht to be done in 6 years to boost the number of
mass transit passengers from 3% to more than 30%. Another 400 billion baht will be used for the motorway and the suburb road expansion.
Of the 500 billion baht budget, 350 billion baht was allocated for the rails in urban areas while the other 150 billion baht is for the rails in suburb areas.
Government will fund 50% of 900 billion baht while the rest will come from the profits after breaking even as a way to pay back the government.
The Traffic Policy Office recommended that agencies that have lots of problems have to be resolved before realizing the projects:
1) BMA has a problem about procurement to support BTSC.
2) MRTA has lots of work handling the Southern extension, the other extensions, the new Orange line, and the commercial development
3) SRT is VERY weak organization with inept administration and management.
The government will need to help all of these agencies to enable and empower them to handle the projects without problems. Furthermore, it is necessary to
construct an electrified railway line with double tracks between Bangkok and the new city in Nakhon Nayok.
The seven lines will be as follows:
1) MRTA Blue line
1.1) MRTA Southern Extension of Blue line- Hua Lamphong – Tha Phra – Bangkhae -> Ready to call a new bid.
1.2) MRTA Northern Extension of Blue line – Bangsue – Wong Sawang – Phra Nangklao – Bang Yai -> Has a blueprint.
1.3) MRTA Northern Ring – Bagsue – Banplad – Pinklao – Tha Phra -> Need to modify the blueprint to correct ‘errors.’
2) MRTA Orange Line – Bang Kapi – Ratboorana -> Has a blueprint.
3) SRT Red line
3.1) SRT Airprot Link -> Makkasan – NBIA with the expansion plan to Bangsue and connect with SRT Red line commuter
3.2) SRT Red Line Commuter -> Bangsue – Rangsit with a plan to expand to Lopburi
3.3) SRT Red Line Commuter Phase 2 -> Bangsue – Talingchan (along with Rama 6 Expressway)
3.3) SRT Red line Commuter Phase 3 Sanam Luang – Charansanitwongse (Green line)
5) Bangsue – Sanghee – Bang Bumru (Orange line branch)
6) BTSC Taksin Extension (1st phase to Taksin Intersection and 2nd phase to Bang Wah and connect with the Blue line)
7) BTSC Samrong extension (1st phase to Samrong Tai and 2nd phase to Paknam)
Now there are four consulting companies which are qualified to deal with the Red line commuter –
1) Asian Engineering Consultant Co. Ltd.
2) Team consulting Engineering and Management Co. Ltd.
3) STS Engineering Consultant Co. Ltd.
4) Southeast Asia Technology Co. Ltd.

Commentary by Wisarut: MOTC need to find the way to enable SRT to handle such massive projects in addition to the transfer of SRT land to the Treasury Dept.
The Traffic Policy Office should take the popular demands into account – such as the demands from those who live in Northern Bangkok suburbs to have the new
lines pass thorough the very dense population as the lines that pass through the magnet places (e.g. Markets, Convention Centers, Universities, Malls, etc.) to gain
more passengers. They should not just be thinking about the routes with the lowest cost to implement.
Expansion of Northern Commuter to Lopburi is a good idea. After all it is about 133 km from Bangkok (Hua Lamphong) to Lopburi and there are daily commuter
services between Bangkok and Lopburi. Commuter lines to Nong Pladuk, Chachoengsao, and Kaeng Khoi would be very good.
Expressway Authority not ready for the transfer of the tollway-motorway system from the Highway Dept. – translated and summarized from Dailynews, October 13,
2003
The Highway Department has sent a letter to the Expressway Authority of Thailand on May 29, 2003 related to the Southern section of Kanchanapisek (Bang Plee –
Suksawat) as well as the transfer of the following motorways to the Expressway Authority:
1) Highway No. 7 (Bangkok – Chonburi Motorway)
2) Highway No. 9 (Eastern Kanchanapisek Outer Ring Road -> Bang Pa In – Bang Plee)
3) Donmuang Tollway (National Memorial – Rangsit)
However, ETA is not ready to take over the motorways until the end of 2003.
The government has a clear policy to transfer all tollways and motorways to be under the jurisdiction of the Expressway Authority as a way to cut corruption at the
Highway Dept. However, there is red tape due to contracts between Donmuang Tollway and the Highway Department as well as other relating issues. Such problems
require usage of the Transfer of Motorway Administration Act and will take a very long time to implement. Using a Motorway Administration Decree is a quicker
substitute. The transfer is intended to reduce corruption and increase highway system integration.
Compare this to a more generalized article in the Post: Motorway transfers make slow progress
SRT land to be transferred to the Treasury Dept to write off 40 billion baht SRT debts – translated and summarized from Thairath Daily, October 13, 2003
Minister Suriya told the press that the government has a policy to ask the Treasury Department to set up an asset management company to efficiently manage public
land including SRT land since SRT has no management skills to handle the commercial development on SRT land. Only the land for railway affairs will under the
the jurisdiction of SRT.
The Treasury Department must handle all commercial worthy SRT land, not just the auspicious land such as Central Plaza Lad Phrao–otherwise SRT will refuse to
grant the land to Treasury Department.
SRT will reserve land at Makkasan and Phaholyothin-Bangsue for itself since SRT has a plan supported by the government to construct the new Makkasan Station
for the Airport Link and the new Bangsue-Phaholyothin Station for the urban railway center.
SRT land at Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road will be given away to the Treasury Department, but the Treasury Department has to pay SRT according to market
rates; otherwise, Treasury Department has to ask the Ministry of Finance to use the land price at Ratchadaphisek as the credit to write off SRT’s debts of 40-billion
baht. However, SRT will cooperate with the Ministry of Finance to deal on the land price assessment by submitting details on SRT land which will be done by the
end of October and then call a bid for the land assessment.
The transfer of SRT land will involve land zoning between SRT land with commercial viability and land belonging to stations. The first phase of land transfer will
focus on auspicious land with the contract between SRT and private firms such as Central Plaza Lad Phrao and the land around Ratchadaphisek Inner Ring Road.
However, the vast majority of SRT land is still plagued with land encroachment by slum dwellers (e.g. those who live around Eastern Railway from Yommaraj to
Hua Mark and Klong Toei). SRT will have to make a discussion with NHA and the Treasury Department about a plan to deal with those slum dwellers.
After transferring the SRT land (except Makkasan and Bangsue-Phaholyothin), SRT will be focusing on revenue generating from the railway business–especially the
cargo transportation.
Commentary by Wisarut: I hope that the land transfer to Treasury Department will be a successful deal to write off SRT debts. Probably, SRT should consider
transforming debts into assets by allowing creditors such as PTT Pcl. to hold SRT stocks.
Suriya follows the pattern of China Railway and JR to develop SRT – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, October 7, 2003
Minister Suriya told the press that SRT has to improve railway capabilities to transport products and passengers and is asking the Japanese government (Ministry of
Transportation) to send railway experts to advise SRT about how to improve railway systems. Minister Suriya is also going to Japan in late October to see the
managing system and the railway development as well as rail links to the airports (Narita Express, Keisei Skyliner, etc etc).
After that, Minister Suriya is going to see railway technology developed China Railway (State Enterprise Under the Jurisdiction of the Railway Ministry) as well as
the Australian Railway to gather information to come up with a plan for optimal investment to improve the SRT railway system and enable SRT top become a
money maker again.
To gain more revenue, the central government has to invest on SRT more. According to the target, the speed for the passenger train must be more than 160 kph. If
SRT still uses the current structure which allows a maximum speed of 60-80 kph, it will bankrupt the SRT within 5 years.
Therefore, the new tracks for passengers – especially the one connecting with China should be the Standard Gauge and the old meter gauge tracks will be used
exclusively for cargo transportation.
However, the government needs to come up with a good plan before making such a huge investment. Otherwise, it will duplicate the investment – SRT will still be
loss-ridden even after pouring trillions of baht of investment into new bad rail systems.
SRT still has a duty to lay the track nationwide while MRTA will handle all the mass transit system within Greater Bangkok with private concessions for service and
public investment on basic infrastructure.
MOTC also studies the maintenance system and technology for developing local versions of locomotives as a way to make the comprehensive railway improvement.
Furthermore, the government will invite the foreign investors who are experts on railway systems to make a joint venture with the Thai government to improve the
railway system–with competitive bidding. So far Siemens has grabbed BTSC Skytrain and MRTA Subway in their portfolio. However, MOTC wants more choices
from Canadian Bombadier (which has taken over the German Adranz), the Chain Railway Corp. (state enterprise from the Ministry of Railway), and railways
companies from Japan and Australia.
Commentary by Wisarut: Additional standard gauge tracks with continuous welding rails are very expensive.
High society hoarding land around ramps of the proposed elevated way – translated and summarized from Prachachart Thurakij, October 9-12, 2003
Charoen Siriwatthanaphakdee (the owner of Beer Chang), Angkinan (the baron or the don of Phetburi), the Juengrungruengkit family (Transportation Minister
Suriya’s family), Red Bull Group, and San Yang Food Industry Co. Ltd. (the owner of Ladybug Dried Squid) are hoarding land around the ramps of the Laem Phak
Bia . The area on the sea shore is now 8 million baht a rai. Now most locals people agree that the project will be good for them. However, conflicts of interest as well
as untransparent methods will be a big source of corruption and collusion.
The Laem Phak Bia project proposed by Premier Thaksin has boosted the land development plan from Laem Phak Bia Commune in Ban Laem district to Cha Am
district of Phetburi from the doldrums after the economic meltdown in 1997. 90% of local people are fishermen and the shrimp and the salt fields belong to the
Angkinan family (the don of Phetburi). Now the Angkinan family has made a joint venture with Charoen Siriwatthanaphakdee (the owner of Beer Chang) on a
seafood processing plant as well as a resort and seafood restaurants on 1600 rai of land long the shore.
The commune head as well as the local fishermen support this project. 20 years ago, the land was 30,000 baht/rai. Today it is eight million baht/rai.
Even Samut Sakhon is getting stampeded by capitalists who come to hoard the land along the route. People of Samut Sakhon have no objection to this project, but
need to have the project transparent to prevent corruption and collusion. Now people feel suspect about the project since Prapokklao Institute asks the local people to
come up with a public hearing even though the institute has the duty to handle the public hearing.
The Samut Sakhon chamber of commerce has become a supporter of the project since they can set up the business to support passengers. Only those Democrat MPs
in Phetburi come to protest against the project and have flaming venom against the Thai Rak Thai Party.
Commentary by Wisarut: Mr Charoen is also hoarding land around Ban Nah for the new city while those who hoard land around Sanamchaikhet such as the
Tancharoen family (family of Deputy Speaker Suchard Tancharoen) wants to revive the new city at Sanamchaikhet. The other new city area is around Pasak Cholasit
Dam where the land is hoarded by the House Speaker Uthai’s family.
Songkhla Lake restoration–Elevated road to be first project – Bangkok Post, October 3, 2003

Thai reporters compare Bangkok and Shanghai – translated and summarized from Dailynews, September 29, 2003
After visiting Shanghai – which is in 6,000 sq-km (4 times the size of Bangkok) with a population of 16 million,
we found that Shanghai has a complex network of expressways–5 layers of expressways in the inner city. The
roads in Shanghai are 4-6 lanes with dedicated lanes for bicycles, electric bicycles, and motorcycles.
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The total length of roads in Shanghai is about 6829 km for 1.6 million cars, 9 million bicycles, and 2 millions drivers with driver licenses. Their roads have very few
potholes.
Shanghai has two sides separated by the Haung Pu river–Shanghai and Pu Dong. Putong side is a new city with very good planning. All the power lines are
underground. All waterworks and electricity lines are planned and executed at the same time.
For the buses, the air-conditioned bus is 15-20 baht and very close to the Shanghai Metro system. The regular bus is 7.50 baht. All the buses we have seen in
Shanghai look pretty news since the local authority has limited the lifetime of those vehicles to 10 years. Replacement is not a problem since 80% of the vehicles are
made in China , thus the air in Shanghai is less polluted than Bangkok.
Just the expressways in Shanghai alone are 500 km and there is a ring expressway which allows traffic to move from one end of the city to another without going
through the city center. Even Hangchow which is a main tourist town near Shanghai has 164 km of expressways. The city section of the expressways is free. Drivers
will pay only for the Intercity Expressway .
There are four giant bridges across the Huang Pu with 12 traffic lanes. There are 3 underwater tunnels under the river. One tunnel with a People Mover (15 people at
a time) and the other two are for cars–1 inbound and the other outbound.
For the Shanghai Metro, it consists of both underground and elevated skytrains as well as a Meglev from Pu Tong International Airport to Shanghai Metro Line 2.
However, the ticket price for the Maglev is very expensive–500 baht a trip due to the fact that the expense for the construction was 1.7 billion baht/km. Shanghai
Metro was constructed in 1996 with a total distance of 100 km.
At People Square Station, the first underground floor is definitely a mini department store with a bar beer with a climate of the Bund. The TVMs are identical to the
ones for BTSC due to the fact that Siemens has supplied Shanghai Metro with TVMs and rolling stock – as well as setting up local assembly lines.
The 2nd floor is the platform. It is an open platform without screen doors. For now, there are no restrooms in the stations, but the restrooms will be constructed soon
due to passenger demands. They will be vending restrooms (need to put the coins in).
According to the masterplan, Shanghai will have 9 mass transit lines with total distance of 500 km
by the end of 2007 to enable passengers to go from one end to another end in 45 minutes.
We believe that the Shanghai government can do as they say since they have an assembly line ready to construct the licensed rolling stocks to meet passenger
demand. Nanjing Road and Shenyang market in Shanghai have trolley buses running as feeders.
For Shanghai, even a slight traffic jam is very big news and pushes both local and the central government to take immediate action such as limited days for driving,
odd/even number license plate driving rules, restrictions for vehicles from other cities.
Purchasing a car in Shanghai is a very expensive affair. Just the license plate alone is 200,000 baht and the annual compulsory checkups cost 50,000 baht. After 10
years, drivers have to buy a new car and obtain a new license.
Drivers licenses carry a point system for checking. Once a driver runs out of points there is a three year suspension from driving. No lifetime driver license here.
The only mess we see are bicycles and cars going across red lights, going against traffic flow, honking horns, etc.
There are no flyovers in Shanghai–only crossings with pedestrians and armies of bicycles. There are only traffic volunteers to direct. 800 CCTVs to check 6000
intersections so that they will have evidence to issue tickets that are delivered to their home by mail.
The Communist Party of China has emphasized railed mass transit and use their absolute power to implement the system while allowing foreign investors to help the
government and people to get know-how to implement the system to world standards. There is no need to implement public hearings and protests (like in Thailand)
which please highbrow and rotten intellectuals and delay the projects for years.
At least Premier Thaksin has come up with 136 km of mass transit system in 6 years for the better life of Bangkokians. We are fed up with those arguments against
it. Just DO it–no need to listen those highbrow rotten junk…
Land speculation in Pakkret-Nonthaburi–even vacant land is now 7 million baht/rai – translated and summarized from Prachachart Turakij, October 2-5, 2003
Contractors and land agents are scrambling for land near expropriated land for the Pakkret Bridge connecting with Highway 345 (the road from Rama 5 BridgeRatnathibet). Even though the project is not started yet, land prices skyrocketed from 2000-3000 baht/square wah (0.8-1.2 million baht/rai) to 5-7 million baht/rai.
The Department of Rural Roads has just signed a 3 billion baht contract with the contractor for the Pakkret Bridge and the connecting roads Capitalists, land agents,
and contractors are hoarding land around the roads for real estate speculation.

Graphic from Prachachart Turakij, October 2-5, 2003
There are lots of people involved in land speculation even though the land is still paddy fields and orchards. The plan to construct the new public projects will get a
big boost now the land around Rama 5 Bridge has been priced upward and new suburb villages have mushroomed–especially the brandname projects (from big guns
like Land and House PCL).
The Director of Rural Road Dept said the Department has already expropriated all the land for the new bridges and roads and signed a contract with the contractors
for the 3 billion baht Pakkret Project on September 29, 2003–after JBIC granted the loan and the cabinet approved the project on September 23, 2003. The project
fund has been capped at 3 billion baht and the project will be done in 2006.

After project is done, it will help the traffic in western and southern Bangkok since this project will definitely connect with Rama 5 Bridge at Rattanathebet and
Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road. The traffic around Tiwanon and Chaeng Watthana Road will also get some relief since vehicles will get to Nuanchawee Bridge
faster boosting the network at Rama 5 Bridge .
The southern section of the new project will connect with the northern end of Nakhon In Bridge at Rattnathibet. The northern end of the new project will be at
Highway 345 with a total distance of 7.7 km. The road will be 60 km long–6 traffic lanes with a middle island. There will be an interchange at Highway 345 and the
Phra Udom Canal .
The East-West Road will go from Chaeng Watthana Road at Pakkret Intersection connecting with North-South Road with a total distance of 6.1 km. The road will be
60 km long–6 traffic lanes with a middle island. The East-West road will have a 2.6-km bridge–56-meters wide for the western and eastern ramp and 94-meter wide
at the center of the bridge.
Commentary by Wisarut: This project will need to be ensure that it will be no detrimental effect on Koh Kret–the green island in Chaophraya River with a Mon
Community and with a leaning Raman Pagoda with the inscription of King Chulalongkorn for his great grand mother who used to reside in Koh Kret.
Also Wat Kooh, a temple near the place where a tragedy happened in May 1880. A boat capsized at Pakkret had killed the pregnant Queen Sunsdakumarirat and her
daughter. This tragedy compelled King Chulalongkorn to build a memorial at Bang Pa In Summer Palace, the stupa at Saranrom Palace (now Sararom Park near the
Grand Palace and Wat Poh), and a pyramid containing the ashes of the queen and her children at Phriew Waterfall, Chanthaburi.
13 billion baht needed for realizing a northern transportation center – translated and summarized from Dailynews, September 29, 2003
After a discussion with the PM on September 10 about mass transit development, the Traffic Policy Office has asked MRTA and related agencies about the plan to
reach a goal of 136 km mass transit lines within 6 years. For sections that MRTA has a blueprint, the bidding should be called immediately. The lines without
blueprints will have to be designed as soon as possible.
For the Northern Bangkok Transportation Center connecting Bangkok with the northern and Isan regions as well as some Central and Eastern provinces, it will be on
2000-Rai of SRT land which is now used by the Transportation Co. Ltd. for Mochit 2 and BMTA as a terminal. The designer will be appointed on October 6, 2003
and the Traffic Policy Office will push the project forward to be done in 3 years.
Commentary by Wisarut: I hope that this hub will connect with the Skytrain and subway in addition to the railway.
Songkhla Lake restoration–Elevated road to be first project – Bangkok Post, October 3, 2003
700-million-baht elevated road bypassing Thale Noi in Khuan Khanun district will be the first project under the four-year Songkhla Lake restoration plan.
"The 17.5km road would ease transportation between Songkhla’s Ranot district and Phatthalung’s Khuan Khanun district,” Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said
during a trip to the area yesterday…
The new route, to be known as Pracha Dhamma road, will shorten the journey from 90km to 30km.
Muang Sawan project (Celestial City Project) at Ban Nah – translated and summarized from Naew Nah, September 30, 2003
Mass Transit News main page

2003 Review: Thailand rises up
December 31, 2003
2003
Review: Thailand rises up –
December 31, 2003

New Year to see first Mekong river descent
December 31, 2003
Categories: 2Bangkok News
New Year to see first Mekong river descent –
Asia Travel Tips, December 31, 2003
The Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) is encouraging
travel, tourism and media organisations to consider supporting
and sponsoring the Mekong First Descent Project (MFDP) —
an attempt to kayak the full length of the Mekong River, from
Tibet to the South China Sea in March-April 2004…

