The People Must Stipulate Constitution

 The seizure of power and the tearing up of Thailand’s Constitution of 2540 B.E. (1997) by the Council for Democratic Reform (CDR) have led to another destruction of important governing principles and of democratic development in the Thai society.  Such action, no matter from any pretext or reason, is a drastic change not in line with democracy.

CDR has offered the way to bring the Thai society back to its normal state after the seizure of power.  It has offered the formation of constitutional drafting committee that will take at least 8 months 15 days to completion.  With this new constitution, there will be an election and the return to parliamentary system.  In reaching that goal, there will be an interim appointed government to rule the country.


It looks as if the CDR will continue to exert its power in the drafting of the new constitution both directly and indirectly.  Despite its call for people’s participation, the CDR will continue to exercise its power in the final decision.  With the laws that limit people’s freedom, i.e. the martial laws and a series of recent and current proclamations, the constitution under the CDR’s process of control is not capable of building a strong democratic society.  It must be understood that constitutional drafting does not merely come from the assemblage of people but also from favorable conditions for people to exert their influence on policies and freely to express their ideas.  This can only happen in  society where the rights and liberty of the people are respected.


The Midnight University believes that in order to bring Thai society back to democracy, the following process must be undertaken.

1. The interim government in formation should be vested with the only responsibility to arrange for an election within a reasonable time-frame, sufficient for the preparation of an honest and equitable electoral process.  This is due to the fact that such interim government does not originate from a democratic means and therefore is not in a position to undertake other actions deemed unnecessary. 

2. After the election, the CDR must immediately dissolve itself from the political arena and must not exert is power behind the political system no matter under what name or whatever means of control such as the so-called the National Security Council.


3. The foremost responsibility of the newly elected government is to bring about political reform without any intervention nor control from the CDR, on the ground that the constitution is formulated by the people according to the will of the people.

The main focus of the political reform is to solve the problems of disunity and violence within the Thai society and to proceed to the establishment and continuing stability of democratic system, without which the tensions and conflicts between different groups with unequal power would remain.  Systematic disadvantages among certain groups of people who share no political power with other socio-economic groups will inevitably lead Thai politics to discords, tensions, politic of pseudo populist policies and the repetition of coup d’etat in the future.  All these flaws must be corrected through a political reform conducted under free society which encourages equitable participation of all groups of people.

The political reform and the newly drafted constitution born under the “system” in which the people are able to participate in formulating will be an assurance that they will really be empowered in the process.  The Constitution will be able to respond to the problems and the needs of the people from various groups in the society and will enforce societal strength in facing problems instead of reliance on power from outside the democratic institutions.

The Midnight University would like to call on Thai society to put pressure on the CDR to let the interim government exercise its only duty of arranging a fair and clean election that will lead to political reform and free from the CDR control.
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